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BOG Standard is published by the Community Council, who appoint the Editor and underwrite the costs not covered by advertising. 
Articles published express the views of the author(s) and not the Council or Editor, unless otherwise stated. 

Letter from the Editor 

W ell, here it is, the first offering from a new team. My thanks to everyone, John Dickson and our 
advertisers, article contributors, I.T. technical editor James, and the Community Council, who 

underwrite the costs and make the printing possible. 

There are plans afoot to introduce two regular features; a naturalist’s diary, and an article about Boat 
of Garten and its past, a fascinating story. Articles can be sent to boghistory@yahoo.com. 

‘‘Seasonal Notes" will give our readers a flavour of what Strathspey and especially Boat of Garten 
offers by way of wildlife. Official surveys such as those concerning Scottish Wildcats or wading birds 
are constrained by having to ensure statistical reliability, thus they look at the same pieces of land 
each year. Significant areas of habitat are not surveyed because they were not included in the setting 
up of the survey. Wildlife does not know it is supposed to inhabit the same places every year. 

Talking to visitors, one also gets the impression that they think wildlife ought to leap out onto a path 
to be photographed, an expectation encouraged by media exposure and certain television series. 
Seeing the various critters for which Strathspey is justly famous is actually hard work, demanding 
patience. It is very much a question of being in the right place at the right time. 

During Covid-19, museums and national archives have 
been putting large numbers of records online as digital 
downloads. This has meant the availability of hitherto 
unknown information has greatly increased. Examples 
include Boat of Garten’s ‘birth certificate’ and an 
unpublished report by the commanding officer of the 
Home Guard at the close of 1945. This does mean printed 
material can be out of date very quickly. Still, I hope to 
share some of this history with you, including new 
findings and information. You can find information in a 
series of digital or printed history booklets I’ve written on 
Boat of Garten and other notable historic surroundings 
and figures, including; ‘A summary of the history of Clan 
Grant’, ‘The Military History of Strathspey Militia and 
Regiments’ and others available at: 

www.boatofgarten.com/bog-and-surrounding-history 

I hope you enjoy this edition and look forward to being able to include your contributions in future 
publications. If you have any suggestions or ideas for the future, feel free to get in contact with the 
editorial team. 
Steve Goodall 

EDITORIAL CONTACT: 
Editor: 
Steve Goodall 

Email: boghistory@yahoo.com 

Technical Editor: 
James Morris 

Email: tengardo@protonmail.com 
Phone: 07599079402 
 

 

 
Advertising: 
John Dickson 

Email: jrdmarlish@gmail.com 
Phone: 07967 343211 

Boat of Garten Community Council: 
Contact Email: boatofgartencc@gmail.com 
Brian Tolson (Chairman) 

Email: bjtols@btinternet.com  
Caroline Holroyd (Secretary): 

Email: holroydc @gmail.com 
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BOG STANDARD – WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 

Dear Reader … 

You are probably aware that the future publication of BoG Standard has come under some threat 
over the past few months. 

Firstly, we have had to find a new editor. The reality, however, when we appealed to the village for 
possible editors and supporters, was that our new editor was the only person to step forward. 
Everyone tells us that they like BoG Standard and it’s important to them but it will not survive, in the 
mid to long term, if more people aren’t willing to contribute in a practical and positive sense. Can 
you do something to help? 

Secondly, whilst it is not an immediate problem, it has become clear that following the disruption to 
business caused by Covid-19, that some historic advertisers are looking at how they spend their 
marketing money, what channels to market they use and what markets they chose to serve. In broad 
terms, the advertising revenue covers the print costs. The Community Council does not have the 
funds to “subsidise” the publication of BoG Standard – we need the advertising revenue to ensure its 
publication. We will be keeping a close eye on how this progresses and I’d like to take this 
opportunity to thank John Dickson for the work he is doing with driving advertising revenue. 

Now for something a little different … 

WHAT DO YOU WANT FROM BOG STANDARD? 

 It’s your magazine. What do you like about it today? What do you not like? 

 What works for you and what doesn’t? 
(Technical Editor Note: Do like the current style, framework, formatting and front page, etc.? Would 
you prefer consistency with small changes or a constant rotation of ideas?) 

 What else – in terms of village news and activities – would you like to see covered? 
(Technical Editor Suggestions; A comic strip or special short stories (fiction) from the community. A 
little like a story written by a young lad back in the Spring issue after seeing his brothers’ illustration 
“A Dragon called Bob”, a wonderful tale, but why not have something similar for everyone of all ages? 
Simply put, what inspires you and what’s does your imagination have tucked away?) 

 Would you like competitions (with prizes!!)? What sort of competitions? Puzzles? Crosswords? 
General Knowledge? Local knowledge? Gardening – whatever? 
(Technical Editor Suggestions; Events such as a Raffle or Bike Ride) 

 Would you like more photographs, particularly of local sights and wildlife? Would you like a 
photographic competition (with prizes!!) 
(Technical Editor Note: This could be a dedicated set of gallery pages. A competition idea like this 
being popular and run periodically, could help towards subsidising missing advertising revenue.) 

 Would you like some sort of event. Maybe an annual “tea party” that raises some money for the 
community? Or something else altogether?  
(Technical Editor Note: Ways to donate directly to the Community Council by scanning a code with a 
phone ‘QR codes’ in the magazine? A test QR code has been added to the Community Hall section.) 

WHAT DO YOU WANT FROM BOG STANDARD? 

The Community Council would like to hear your views and thoughts? They are important to us. 
Please let us know by writing to boatofgartencc@gmail.com. 

Many thanks for reading this. We look forward to hearing what you’ve got to say. 

I’ll take this opportunity to wish you all the best for the remainder of 2021 and for 2022. 

Brian Tolson, Boat of Garten Community Council Chairman 
Technical Editor Notes/Suggestions: James Morris 
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St. Columba’s Kirk 
Rev. Graham Atkinson 

T he period of restrictions that we 
have lived with over the last 

eighteen months or so, brought many 
challenges for the Church. 
 
However, we have seen blessings 
alongside these difficulties as we found 
new ways to connect with one another. 

It’s a lovely thing to be back 
worshipping in the church at the service 
times familiar to us before the 
restrictions began and we are keen to 
benefit in the long term from lessons 
learned during this time and have 
therefore been considering how best to 
carry forward all the positives from 
being online and utilising technology 
more than we had previously done. 

With Boat of Garten being a special place for so many far and wide, it was enriching to have people 
join our online services from all across the UK. The wonders of the internet meant that people with 
long-standing connections to the area were able to feel a part of the village even though restrictions 
prevented them getting here. We therefore now have a component of our congregation which is 
virtual, some of whom are not local. We are in the process of making the Church more 
technologically adaptable, with WiFi, and plan to continue in some form, our online presence to 
continue these connections. 

At the moment, we are broadcasting our Tuesday evening fellowship times on the Church YouTube 
channel (Tuesday 7:30pm for around 30 minutes). 

The channel URL is: www.youtube.com/c/abckchurches 

Our ‘Songs of Praise’ radio show airs on Speysound radio at 5pm on the third Sunday of each 
month, and can be accessed either at 107.1FM or online at www.speysound.com. 

‘Always reforming’ is a foundational principle of the Church. With the future unclear, we will try 
things and may conclude them to be either right or wrong, or in need of adjustment. We might 
initiate some things which simply don’t work and have to be abandoned. For many the future, like 
the past, will not be straightforward. 

The Christmas story was also not straightforward. We often romanticise the 
Christmas story, becoming nostalgic and sentimental about it. But it tells of 
people also trying to live in the midst of very difficult circumstances. A 
young couple uprooted from home, a hard journey to a place where they 
knew nobody and a future which was far from clear to them. Loneliness, 
uncertainty, poverty, rejection … yet it remains a story with hope at the 
centre because of the birth of the baby Jesus. Those who saw him first must 
have questioned what difference he could make; they could not know. But 
they believed and they trusted that his coming into the world was more 
than a pretty story but a tangible and solid hope for humanity. 

Wishing you every blessing, 

Graham Atkinson 
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Health Walk, A Celebration! 
Anne Goodall  

It is 10 years since Boat of Garten Health Walk started up in October 2011 and on Sunday 24th 
October twenty of our walkers enjoyed a delicious lunch together at the Golf Club. The group are 
enthusiastic about getting exercise on our weekly walks but the social aspect is also very important 
and this was a lovely occasion. 

Mina Johnson (second from right below) 

There was a tinge of sadness about this occasion too. Mina Johnson had been the one to instigate the 
Health Walks in Boat of Garten and she led the group with enthusiasm, creating a friendly, 
welcoming atmosphere from the start. 

Mina moved back to Perth some years ago and even started up a Health Walk there. Mina passed 
away on 5th October after a short illness during which she was able to be with her family who were so 
important to her. 

 

Members of our Health Walk 
fondly remember an outing to 
Perth in 2016 when Mina 
invited us for the day. She led 
us on a walk on the North Inch 
which included a lovely coffee 
stop at the Café there. Then we 
walked to her flat where we had 
a delicious lunch. Mina was a 
generous hostess, before we 
walked back to get our bus 
home. 

 

Our weekly walks continue. We welcome new members and offer a shorter and longer walk 
depending on how people are feeling on the day. 

We meet at the Community Garden at 1:30pm every Wednesday and finish our walk at the 
Community Hall where we have a well-earned cuppa. 
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A message from Fergus Ewing MSP 
Inverness and Nairn 
 

A9 Dualling: ‘Transport Scotland anticipate that this construction contract for the third section of 
the A9 Dualling will be awarded in the second half of 2022.’ 

Robert Burns put it as well as anyone: 

“In gatherin’ votes you were na slack; 
Now stand as tightly by your tack; 
Ne’er claw your lug or fidge your back 
An ‘ hum an’ haw; 
But raise your arm, an’ tell your crack 
Before them a’ 

In other words, politicians are good at 
making promises, but not so quick or 
good at delivering them ! 

In my election literature I pledged to work to secure delivery of our pledge to dual the A9 between 
Perth and Inverness. Since the election, I have started work to seek to make good this pledge. In a 
speech to parliament, a meeting with the Transport Minister, Graeme Dey and an oral question to him. 

I have urged him to set a timetable and also to argue for the necessary funds to deliver further sections 
of the programme. We have seen progress in the completion of the Dualled section from Luncarty to 
the Pass of Birnam. In August, there was announced the approval of the tendering at £110Million of 
the section from Tomatin to Moy. But much remains to be done. This is a priority for me, as it is my 
duty to do all I can to see the pledges made by my party at the election delivered in practice. 

Tapestry of the Highlands and Islands 

The Inverness Castle Delivery Group, which I 
co-chair with the Provost of Inverness Helen 
Carmichael, has considered the content and 
offering in the Castle once it is transformed 
into a visitor attraction and meeting place. 

On the group, sits Ian Gilzean, the Chief 
Architect of Scotland. At one of our meetings, 
it was Ian who had the idea that to capture 
the spirit of the Highlands and Islands, we 
should create a tapestry to tell the story of 
people, places and events. 

That idea is to become a reality, emulating the Great Tapestry of Scotland. There shall be up to 52 
panels produced by volunteers, and ideas for content are to be sought from all communities around 
the Highlands and Islands. This process will take a couple of years. It will be on display in the 
refurbished Castle but also can be taken "on tour" in due course. 

In Strathspey we could for example, see depicted the mountains, River Spey, our wildlife and history. If 
you wish to put forward a suggestion, and or volunteer to play a part in making the tapestry the 
contact is;    Info@spiritofthehighlands.com 
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A message from Drew Hendry MP  
Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch & Strathspey 

As Glasgow welcomes leaders from around the world to discuss Climate Change, I wanted to take this 
opportunity to share how fantastic it has been to see so many people in our own communities involved 
in activities to highlight the crisis we all face. Climate change is the single most important challenge we 
face – and we will only meet that challenge if we all work together; everyone in the family from 
children to grandparents and leaders and governments across the world. From what I have seen 
locally, people living here are up for the challenge. 

The Scottish Government has already set out world-leading climate targets to achieve net-zero by 
2045. I hope that COP26 proves to be a global success not just in encouraging words but in firm action 
by world leaders. 

After all, while the work to net-zero starts at home, the climate crisis is a global crisis - it does not 
recognise borders. It can only be effectively tackled if nations, Governments and Parliaments all work 
together towards a common goal. 

COP26 represents the world's best chance to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees. I hope world leaders 
make significant progress to meeting the urgent climate crisis. 

As your MP, I am committed to doing all I can to make your voices heard in Westminster. And I know 
you will all – rightly – keep me to that promise. 

World leaders need to change, and we need to keep reminding them that only we – alive today – have 
the opportunity to preserve a safe planet for generations to come. 

At Westminster, much of my other work on your behalf has focused on the catastrophic economic 
impact of Brexit and the UK Government's continued welfare cuts. Both of which mean this will be a 
harsh winter for many local families. The colder months are always an expensive time – especially for 
Badenoch & Strathspey communities, but with fuel costs hiking, people face a perfect winter storm of 
cuts to income and rising living costs. The price hikes we already see in our weekly shop fuelled by this 
inflation spike will be turbocharged with continued shortages of goods thanks to Brexit. While fuel and 
food costs continue to soar, household income is taking a hit. 

At the same time, low-income families have lost £20 a week due to the removal of the Universal Credit 
uplift. A single person receiving £400 a month Universal Credit will now be expected to feed 
themselves, pay essential bills and heat their home on just over £300 a month. They must do this while 
costs of food and fuel soar. They cannot afford to buy the more expensive pasta or pay a bit extra for 
the loaf of bread. Every single penny matters. 

There are people in our community – often those we least expect – who cannot afford to feed their 
families and need us to be their voice to say this isn't ok. 

If you or anyone in your family is struggling with the rising fuel and food costs, know there is help. 
Please contact my office, the Highland Council or CAB; we will all do what we can to get you the help 
you need. 

To everyone else, if there is anything you can do to help a family member out, donate to a foodbank, 
buy an electricity token for a poorly neighbour, then please do. Our strength is in our community 
pulling together and thank you to you all for continuing to show up to help those most in need. I know 
your village has always been the very best of community and I have no doubt that will continue to be 
the case. 
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Boat of Garten Community Company: Group Reports 
PLEASE UPDATE YOUR EMAIL TO RECEIVE INFORMATION 

(Originally for Autumn Issue) 

C ommunity Garden - Many thanks to those of you who have helped 
this year to keep our Community Garden looking so good. There 
have been some lovely comments made by visitors. We are now 

looking towards the Autumn and preparation for the Winter, with the 
railings needing rubbing down and re-painting, before the weather turns 
and our major leaf clearing efforts. If you can help in any way or at any 
time, please let us know (contact Sue Murray) or come down to one of 
our sessions next year. 

BoGWiG - A very successful willow weaving workshop was well attended and a much-needed boost 
for many. We were lucky with the weather too! I would like to be able to develop the willow weaving 
as time goes on, possibly having a woodland festival of some kind. Ideas and volunteers welcome! 

The brushcutters (one donated with thanks to 
Sandy Stewart) have been busy, keeping the foliage 
down along the path and other areas. Many thanks 
to Mike Dixon for continuing to mow the path, a 
mammoth task. OAT (Outdoor Access Trust) will 
be spraying the path to keep the grass down and 
we will monitor how this goes. Our amazing 
volunteers continue to do many jobs to keep 
everything looking good and it is always lovely to 
have new people come. 

One of the picnic benches at Milton Loch had 
rotted in too many places to mend and we are 
looking to source a new one, possibly from recycled 
plastic. A bench near the willow boat will also be 
purchased. 

The badger hide has been able to receive visitors at times and repairs have gone on throughout the 
spring and summer. The sett seems healthy, and it is always good to see the young ones. 

Woodland Wheels - Having secured 
the full funding package for the Pump 
Track we are now preparing for the 
building phase. A volunteer tree surgeon 
has cut back the overhanging trees and 
provided a safe working space for the 
ground works. VeloSolutions are 
expected to be onsite for between 6-10 
weeks. We have given notice to all 
neighbouring houses via letter drops and 
personal visits. 

We are currently fund raising for an additional sum of £60,000 to cover the cost of lighting. 
The existing electrical feed to the old Curling Pond lights is no longer fit for purpose. We have 
secured the funds to replace this. The works are being managed by Alan Jones who has arranged a 
lighting design and is managing the mains feed replacement. We hope to carry out this piece of work 
at the same time to avoid disruption. 
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Draft Minutes (abridged) 
Sept meeting 2021 of Board of Directors 

Finances - The accounts were presented and 
explained. Questions raised were discussed. 

Discussion from Company Groups: 

Milton Loch & Community Garden – The 
replacement of benches at Milton Loch and the 
Community Garden was discussed. The plan was 
to use recycled plastic ones as maintenance 
would be considerably lower if not zero! These 
could be ordered immediately for installation 
asap. 

Heritage – There have been conversations 
about what to do for the table/benches in Station 
Square and that work would be done in the 
Spring. A file of information was available about 
the works in Station Square, some of which were 
on Google Drive for access.  

Strathspey Winds – It was good to be back but 
last week was hard work with a new piece! They 
would like to purchase Music stand falls to 
promote the group. Something for the future! 

Woodland Wheels – Project started last week 
and was being monitored on a daily basis for 
progress. Matting has been placed on the ground 
to prevent erosion, from the roadside to the site 
of work. 

Insurance – There had been a lot of emails due 
to the renewal of assets. Everything had been 
scrutinised by the Company and the Company 
Policy updated. It includes evidence of 
maintenance, health and safety, and public 
reporting. Events have to be risk assessed. 

All Abilities Path - This now comes under the 
Company remit and will be one of the groups 
with a named Director and budget allocation. 

Barbecue - Huge thanks to everyone for their 
efforts. It had been a great event and should 
prove easier to repeat another year. 

AGM - Directors decided to have face-to-face 
meetings for Agenda only – no refreshments. 

Correspondence - Thanks were given for 
support with the website. A further meeting is to 
be arranged. 

Company and Hall met to discuss the website. 
Details to follow. 

The Community Council had corresponded about 
the Christmas Tree asking if Company would 
take on responsibility for digging the hole and 
maintenance of an 8’ living tree on the Green. 
Council would put lights on/take them off and 
pay for the lighting. 

Several funding options were suggested for the 
Directors to be aware of and use if appropriate 
within time lines. 

AOCB – The Directors were informed that the 
Highland branch of SWRI is without Chair, 
Treasurer and Secretary and that if the Boat 
group would like to continue could they become 
a Company group? The Directors agreed. 

It was suggested that the Company Burns Supper 
for 2022 be offered to the Council as a fund 
raiser. 

The January meeting would be held on Zoom.  

For further information or a membership form 
please contact: 

boatofgartencomco@gmail.com 

With up to date Email. 

Thank you. 

Strathspey Winds - The group had its first meeting this year on Monday 16th August with 10 
members in the lounge at the Community Hall. We played through some of the music we had 
intended performing at the concert which was cancelled last year and some of it sounded quite good 
despite us all being quite out of practice. It was just lovely to be able to see each other and play 
together again as a group. 

Boat Bells - The Boat Bells have been on summer holiday, and we hope to restart on the 8th 
September. 
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Community Garden News 
Sue Murray 

The big news in the Community Garden is that we have got four new benches to replace those that 
have begun to rot and have been there for nearly 20 years. 

We have sanded them down and painted them every year, which is quite a chore, and so our new 
ones are made from recycled plastic bottles, and are guaranteed for 25 years. They will just need to 
be wiped once a year! 

We have contacted the original donors where that is possible, and they have generously contributed 
again to their new bench. They will put plaques on to remind us by whom they were given. We are 
especially grateful to the family of Willie Ross who have given a new one, and to the Gillies and Hall 
families who have replaced their old ones. 

The new seats were obtained from NBB Recycled Furniture and are called The Captains’ Treble Seat. 

Leaf clearing is the current task. Anyone who has the energy to sweep and gather leaves is welcome 
to do that. Brushes and a shovel and the brown bin are always to hand in the bottom left-hand 
corner of the garden. All the leaves will not have fallen by the time of the final brown bin collection 
date, so this task will remain throughout the winter! 

Please think about lending a hand! 

 
Milton Loch Woodland 
Kate Johnson 

After a few months of not being able to hold events, it was lovely to have a successful willow weaving 
week down at the woodland this summer. Lots of dragonflies, fish, snails and birds have been added 
to the creatures already living in the woods. The weather was very kind to us and for the barbeque, it 
was almost too hot! In fact, the worst weather we had for that week was when we were packing 
everything up. 

Early in October a group of volunteers got together to give the ark a haircut. We wove the freshly 
grown willow branches into the existing framework, making the boat even stronger. At the back we 
have left some long shoots which will eventually be woven together to make a little roof. A bench, 
made from recycled plastic, has been placed opposite the ark so while children play in it, adults can 
relax and enjoy the fresh air. 

We have been asking people how they want the ark to develop. We will be adding wood chip to the 
base but wonder what else we can add. A big ship’s steering wheel has been suggested which would 
look great and be fun to play with. Do you know anyone who could help with that? Or do you have 
other ideas? If so, please get in touch: katejohnson @gmail.com. 
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Provisional working party dates for 2022: 

Saturday 5th March, Saturday th May, Saturday th August. 

10am start. No experience necessary. 

 

 

Late Arrivals at the Countryman's Ball 

 Mr & Mrs Eticallymodifiedcrops, & their daughter, Jean 

 Mr & Mrs Badgertoday, & their daughter, Freda 

 Mr & Mrs Youleavethesheepalone, & their son, Ken 

 Mr & Mrs Greenwellies, & their daughter, Barbara-Ann 

 Mr & Mrs Dancing, & their embarrassing son, Maurice 

 Mr & Mrs Bennettyourdogshavechasedmykitten, & their son, 
Gordon 
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F irstly, a massive “THANK YOU” to all of our Volunteers and Hall Users for getting us back on 
our feet in a massively challenging 2021 – we simply cannot exist without you!! 

Talking of our hall users, we have been privileged to host many diverse groups since reopening in 
May including the following: 

And ... The Showboaters – PHEW!! 

– all classes operate within strict Covid compliance guidelines to ensure the health and safety of all 
users of the hall, this remains our top priority! 

If you require any info on any of the events that happen at the Hall, please give us a shout and we’ll 
be happy to provide any details. 

Our Winter Talks programme has started again in October with the aim this year to return to Talks 
in the Community Hall with a real, actual in-person audience - but to also sustain the Live Streaming 
via our Youtube channel. The best of both worlds - perhaps? 

We have, yet again, been able to attract a fantastic range of speakers to help take us all through from 
Autumn until next Spring. Whether you come along to the Hall or view via our Youtube channel we 
are sure you will enjoy the wide range of subjects covered through the Programme. 

In October, we hosted the fantastic Myrtle Simpson and showed her film ‘A Life on Ice’ followed 
by an interesting Q&A session. 

In November we were delighted to welcome Simon Steer who presented a behind the scenes look 
at the organising, preparation and training along with some rescues undertaken by our local 
volunteer mountain rescue team. This was followed by Mitchell Semple who gave a fascinating 
insight into the aristocracy of Scotland and how they rose to prominence and acquired their 
grandeur. Finally we welcomed Kenny Kortland who presented the Cairngorms Connect Predator 
Project. Kenny gave us an update on the first results from the research into the various species 
interactions in this fascinating system. 

Remember if you have missed any Talks, you can watch them later via YouTube. 

 Clubbercise; 
 Callanetics; 
 Yoga; 
 Fit4Life; 
 Bowling; 
 Boat Talks; 
 Car Boots; 
 Pop Up ‘new to you’ Shop; 

 Wee Bogees; 
 Book Club; 
 Community Lunches; 
 Health Walkers; 
 Line Dancing; Weddings; 
 Parties; Live Music; 
 Feis Spe; 
 TOMS 
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Community Hall Events 

Coming up between Now and March 2022, we have: 

Monday 13th December - Scott Becker - Adventures, decisions and staying alive in the 
mountains! 

Scott will share some of his recent adventures climbing and flying in the mountains. Check his web 
site www.scottbecker.co.uk for a taste of what to expect! 

Monday 24th January - Alan Rankin - Sailing and summits - exploring Scotland’s 
Islands. 

Alan has sailed to then climbed the highest points on most of Scotland’s Islands and will be sharing 
images of wonderful islands and thoughts on modern island life. 

Monday 7th February - Peter Mackay - Lord Reith and Strathspey. 

Lord Reith was arguably one of the most influential Scots of the last century. His legacy continues to 
have a positive influence around the world. Yet his grave is in Rothiemurchus and not Westminster 
Abbey. To find out why Peter will examine the life and legacy of this remarkable, complex and 
troubled man. 

 

Monday 21st February - 
Steve Mason - Once around 
the block by motorcycle. 

Steve fulfilled a life-long 
ambition when he jumped on his 
motorcycle and set off to 
circumnavigate the world. 

Last year he shared his journey 
from Argentina to Alaska with us 
and now he returns to describe 
an even more epic journey! 

Monday 7th March - Andy Taylor -Soil biodiversity in our 
mountains. 

Andy works for the world renowned Hutton Institute and in 
collaboration with the charity Plantlife they are studying the 
biodiversity in the soils on the top of the Munros in the 
Cairngorm National Park, and how this can be sustained in the 
face of climate change. 

Finally - Thanks to all who supported our Live Stream 
programme last season -  
speakers, helpers and viewers.  

And many thanks for the generous donations - the 6 
talks raised over £500 which was the only non-grant 
income the Hall received during this period. 
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Hall Membership 

The Community Hall is an important asset owned by the community – that’s you! Being a company 
limited by guarantee is the best method of legally protecting the Hall’s current and future assets 
during the entire process of planning, building and running a Community Centre. It is a modern 
version of a Trust where members can have more say in how things are run by using their vote at 
General Meetings. Members can also propose Directors from their midst so it's democratic. Local 
groups who use the Hall are invited to have a representative on the Board of Directors – they can 
propose any one of their members who is also a member of the Community Hall. 

Who’s who? 

The business of the company is carried out by the Directors who are responsible to the members. 
The current Directors of the company are Nick Morgan, Avril Joy, Martin Jones, Sue McLaren, John 
Paterson, Dave Shirley, Anne Aitken, Keira Ross, Helen Geddes & Rachel Hannah. In accordance 
with the company’s Articles, Directors can be appointed representing Hall User Groups and the 
general public so if you are interested in becoming a Director, please let us know. As a member, you 
will be able to propose, be proposed and vote for Directors of your choice annually at the AGM when 
several Directors will retire annually by rotation. 

An AGM is held annually in October or November where the annual report and accounts are 
presented for approval. 

Do I qualify to become a Member of the Company? 

Yes, if you are over the age of eighteen and are normally resident in the community, have a place of 
work, or own residential property within it. Anyone under the age of 18 can still attend meetings and 
have their opinions heard. 

Why should I join as a Member? 

- to support your Community Hall 
- to be a part of an exciting project that will benefit the community for years to come 
- to help and advise the Directors 
- to be kept informed of events taking place in the hall 
- to benefit from preferential member rental rates 
- to participate in the many activities which the hall offers 

What is the cost of Membership? 

Membership is FREE. 

Will I have a say as a Member? 

Yes of course! The business of the company will be carried out by the directors according to the 
members’ instructions, so they can’t do it without you! There are regular Board Meetings where all 
members are welcome to attend – check the online hall diary via www.boatofgarten.com for 
meeting times and dates. Also, the Directors will invite members – or you may offer yourself - to join 
sub-committees or more informal groups where your expertise or help is needed e.g. fundraising, 
planning, finance, design, organising events, etc. Minutes of meetings are posted on hall 
noticeboards. 

What’s in the small print?  

A copy of the Memorandum and Articles is available from any of the Directors and on our website. 

Please join and support your hall – it’s a friendly place! We need your ideas and help, no matter how 
small you feel your contribution might be - the very act of joining as a member and supporting 
events helps support our community hub. 

Contact Alan Gristwood for further information – alan@boathall.org.uk 
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 Repairing, re-using, re-cycling … and cake 
Alan Gristwood 

The climate challenge can feel daunting and it’s clear that governments and businesses must directly 
address many of the global issues. It’s also true that individuals can make a difference and taking 
action brings personal benefits, physical and emotional. So it’s not hard to make the case for Repair 
Cafes where people get together to fix household items, refresh forgotten skills and enjoy some chat 
over coffee and cake. 

2021 has been the year our community Repair Café finally got going. We held our first ever event in 
June with support from Repair Café Glasgow and since then we’ve been signing up local volunteers, 
gathering tools and equipment, sorting out the always-dreaded admin and working out how to run 
Repair Cafes ourselves. Sincere thanks to those of you who have already donated sewing machines, 
wood-working tools, materials, your ideas and your time. These are the vital resources of successful 
Repair Cafés anywhere in the world and always gratefully received.  

With funding from the Cairngorms Green Recovery Fund, we’ve also been able to employ Claire 
Macdonald to help us get set up to run regular Repair Cafés in our community. Maybe you came 
along to our first locally-run event on 7th November? 

Don’t worry if you missed it 
and still have that clock/ 
toaster/ favourite jacket 
lingering in the cupboard 
because it needs to be 
repaired. Just look out for 
news of our next events and 
we’ll welcome the chance to 
have a go at fixing your stuff 
for you! 

We’re planning another Repair 
Cafe on Sunday 12th December 
– mince pies and PAT tests for 
fairy lights, could be an 
enticing combination - and 
also in February and March. In 
addition, we’re hoping to offer 
a Sewing Skills workshop in 
January. 

Dates and details of all events will be confirmed on social media pages, posters displayed around the 
village, etc. 

In the meantime, if you would be keen to get involved in helping our Repair Cafe, drop us an email: 

 repaircafe@boathall.org.uk 

And please think of us if you’re clearing out your tool-shed or your sewing-room. 



Charity Number SC 008346 

Christmas Church Services in 
Boat of Garten and Kincardine 

5 December at 3pm 

Carols by Candlelight at Kincardine Church 

24 December at 5pm 

Christmas Eve 

Carols outside the church in Boat of Garten 

25 December at 10am 

Christmas Day – short family service 

26 December at 10am 

Boxing Day – Songs of Praise 
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 TOMS Autumn and Winter Programme 
Jackie Wilson 

I  always feel a bit peeved when I read about an event or events 
already past, someone waxing lyrical about something which 

has obviously passed me by, pointing out what a great opportunity I’ve 
missed. So what’s the point? Well, I guess it acts as a signpost, pointing 
forward and looking ahead to the next event that I shouldn’t miss. With 
that in mind, let’s start by looking in the rear-view mirror. 

So far this season, TOMS has presented the Klouda Piano Trio, Opera 
Bohemia, Ashley Fripp (pianist), the Maxi Trio and Moishe’s Bagel – a 
rich variety of music, all pulled together under the good auspices of Ann 
Napier. This has been quite a challenge amidst the current climate, with 
the frequently changing pandemic restrictions – more than a little tenacity 
was required in pulling it all together (that’s a bit of an understatement 
methinks). 

As I write this, I’ve just come home from an evening with Moishe’s Bagel (not literally, I was in the 
audience) and I’m on too much of a high to contemplate a cup of tea tucked up in bed. Fortunately, I 
purchased one of their CD’s, so I can 
indulge in a little more of their rich, 
exhilarating, melancholic, melodic, 
intense music – you guessed it, I loved 
them and my feet never stopped 
tapping for the duration of the concert!  
They covered music from Jewish 
gatherings, through the dusty streets of 
Algiers, over into Spain and across the 
ocean to Brazil, all from the stage in 
our Community Hall. Each musician 
brings his different musical experience 
and personality to amorph into what is 
Moishe’s Bagel.  I hope they won’t 
leave such a big gap before they return 
to perform again in the village; their 
last visit was in May 2006. 

 
So where to next? …  

On 9th December, 
The Gould Piano Trio 

will perform music by Mendelssohn, 
Mozart and Shostakovich. In the words 
of The Washington Post, “The only 
comparison that comes to mind is the old 
Beaux Arts Trio, the combination of 
jeweller-like precision and a musical fire 
that ignites from the first bar”. You can’t 
afford to miss out, so get your tickets 
now. 
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 Fast forward to 11th February 2022 for something different again. 

The Broen Ensemble is a group of young string musicians based in Scotland who will be 
performing in the village as part of their Tunnell Trust Awards Tour. Formed in 2017, they perform 
works that are less well-known or rarely played, alongside the more familiar masterpieces. At the 
time of writing, their programme for the evening has not been finalised. 

Opera Bohemia, Scotland’s renowned touring opera company, needs no introduction to Boat of 
Garten audiences, other than to say that on 5th April 2022 they will present The Marriage of Figaro. 
Come along and enjoy the music and have a laugh at the antics on stage. 

For all TOMS concerts, please contact Ann Napier to obtain your tickets. 

You may also want to consider becoming a member of TOMS and again the contact for that is Ann. 
Ticket prices for all the concerts are £14 for members and £16 for non-members. 

Ann’s contact details are: 01479 831213 or ann.nap@btinternet.com. 

Late Arrivals at The Musicians' Ball 

 Will you welcome, please, Bill Oddie, and his son, Mel Oddie. 

 From Sweden, Mr & Mrs Night-of-the-Proms, and their son, Lars Night-of-the-Proms. 

 Will you welcome, Mr & Mrs Tone, and their son, Barry Tone, and his man Dolin, who's a bit 
of a liar. 

 Will you greet the arrival of Mr & Mrs Harmonic Orchestra, and their son, Phil Harmonic 
Orchestra. 

 Mr & Mrs Uendo, and their stupid son, dim Ian Uendo. 

 That music revolutionary, Che Mber Music. 
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The Strathspey Railway 
Robert Walters 

F ollowing a year when our steam railway, which connects the three stations of Aviemore, Boat 
of Garten and Broomhill, only operated for 3 months and then somewhat tentatively, 2021 has 
been a bit more ‘normal’ with 23 weeks of operation, including the popular Friday Evening 

Diner during the peak months. But until Covid restrictions were eased in early August the capacity of 
the trains were massively reduced on account of social distancing, and station staff at Boat had to 
operate a hastily cobbled together seat reservation system as well as ensure that passengers did not 
try and change seats mid-journey. In order to increase the proportion of Covid-secure 
accommodation, the Railway hired in a 7-compartment carriage to replace one of the open carriages, 
and the exclusive vintage Directors Saloon, built by the LMS Railway between the wars, was pressed 
into service, offering two 8-seat saloons with personal steward service. Although a premium fare had 
to be paid, these have been very popular. 

The coach tour industry sprang back to life following the easing of restrictions and this created a 
welcome surge in demand, too welcome at times as passenger numbers frequently exceeded the 

reduced capacity of the train and we sadly had to turn 
away passengers wanting to buy tickets at Boat of 
Garten Station. Running 7 days per week in July and 
August proved hard work especially for the Catering 
team, but we are now into October, our final month of 
running for this year, at least until Christmas services 
start up. 

Strathspey Railways’ pair of historic 
locomotives together once again 
Projects, even simple ones like painting, continue every 
year, and it was particularly pleasing to see the 
scaffolding go up in June around our second Signal Box 
to the North of the station, allowing extensive timber 
cladding repairs to be made to this venerable structure 
and a complete repaint all over. This signal box has 
recently seen a resurgence of activity with the addition 
of new points and signals controlling access to the Plant 
Maintenance building on the site of the former Great 
North of Scotland Railway engine shed. 

But the most notable event of the year was the re-
introduction of our large ‘Black 5’ 4-6-0 tender 

locomotive, 5025, one of a large class of LMS locomotives, which were the mainstay of railways 
north of Perth from 1935 until 1965, including throughout World War 2, hauling the massive 
number of troop and munitions trains over Drumochter, Slochd and Dava Summits. So, the Class 
played a historic role in these parts and after spending over £500k on a major restoration at our loco 
works in Aviemore it is good to see our 5025 at work on part of its own stamping ground.  

There are two photos on the next page, one of our 5025, and one of a ScotRail HST (High Speed 
Train) which visited Boat of Garten a few weeks ago, on a proving run for a charity special from 
Glasgow later in the year - a portent of future connectivity? 

5025 was the first steam locomotive purchased for the proposed heritage railway at a very early 
point in its development. W. E. C. (Ted) Wilkinson was the man who took this leap of faith, buying 
5025 directly from its service with British Rail. It had run on the Highland line for a short time until 
1935, after being built at the Vulcan Works in 1934 and was thus a highly appropriate choice in 
terms of its origins, railway company and area served. 

The opportunity arose when British Railways ended the use of steam traction in 1968 and the engine 
was chosen for its good mechanical state. 
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As the Strathspey 
Railway took some 
years to bear fruit, 
5025 was sent to the 
Keithley and Worth 
Valley Railway in 1969, 
after being overhauled 
at the Hunslet Works, 
Leeds. It was painted 
in LMS livery. 

When the Strathspey 
line re-opened in 1974, 
5025 went via the 
Andrew Barclay Works 
in Kilmarnock for some 
necessary attention 
before coming north. 

 

It began service in August 1975, hauling the Locomotive Club of Great Britains’ The Grampian along 
the line. Fully operating from 1978, 5025 worked services between Aviemore and Boat of Garten. 

Between 1981 and 1983 it also hauled special trains over British Railways routes, especially between 
Perth and Aviemore and on to The Kyle line. 

Repairs were needed between 1983 and 1985, and again from 1986 to 1988 when it returned to 
service. Its boiler certificate expired in 1993 and it was clear a major rebuild would be needed. 

Robert Walters, Stationmaster, Boat of Garten Junction Station 
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RSPB Abernethy Update 
Uwe Stoneman 

In the Spring 2021 edition we introduced a 
new initiative to work with the local 
communities of Nethy Bridge & Vicinity 
and Boat of Garten & Vicinity on a shared 
60-year vision for Abernethy – roughly 60 
years on from the return of ospreys to Loch 
Garten. 

Quite a bit has happened in Nethy Bridge 
since then. We have held four virtual 
meetings, jointly chaired by Uwe Stoneman 
(RSPB) and Sandy McCook (Chairman 
Nethy Bridge & Vicinity Community 
Council). At one of them we agreed that we 
want to work together on three priority 
topics: (1) visitor management & access, (2) 
wildfire prevention & readiness, and (3) 

preserving and interpreting cultural heritage at Abernethy. We also agreed to use the Scottish Land 
Commissions guidance on community engagement as a framework for how we work together. You 
can find information on this guidance at www.landcommission.gov.scot. 

A large part of the RSPB reserve overlaps with the Nethy Bridge & Vicinity Community Council Area, 
which is probably why there has been a lot of interest there. However, we would love to extend the 
initiative to include Boat of Garten. Uwe Stoneman attended a meeting of the Boat of Garten & 
Vicinity Community Council in March at which we agreed to hold a meeting once Covid restrictions 
allowed it. It’s probably time now to organise such a meeting. 

Already, on 28th May we issued an open invitation for community members from both Nethy Bridge 
and Boat of Garten to be part of a joint working group for a visitor management & access plan for 
Abernethy. Eleven people got in touch initially and attended the first meeting in June. Since then, 
the group has grown to include fifteen community members and three RSPB staff from the local 
Abernethy team. We had four meetings, and we agreed a draft Visitor & Access Plan for Abernethy. 

By the time you will be reading this edition, community consultation about the draft Visitor & Access 
Plan and the draft 2022-2027 Reserve Management Plan will have begun. By then there should also 
be a ’60-Year Vision’ page on the Nethy Bridge Community Website www.nethybridge.com where 
you can find more information, a summary of meetings held, the draft Visitor & Access Plan, and a 
draft of the new RSPB Summary Management Plan for Abernethy Nature Reserve. If you have 
questions or want to give feedback and comments on either or both documents, you can do so by 
emailing Uwe Stoneman (email below) by 20th December. The finalised plans, together with a 
consultation report will be uploaded onto the website by April 2022. Both plans together will then be 
guide what we do at Abernethy for the next 5 years. 

If you want to get involved in the 60-Year Vision, please keep an eye out for social media posts on 
local Facebook pages, the RSPB-Community-Ranger-Abernethy-Nethy-Bridge-Boat-of-Garten 
Facebook page and community notice boards. 

If you have any questions, please email: 

Uwe Stoneman (Senior Site Manager, RSPB Abernethy) uwe.stoneman@rspb.org.uk 
or get in touch with 
Sarah White (Community Ranger)  sarah.white@rspb.org.uk or text her on 07771 704440. 

Uwe Stoneman – Senior Site Manager, RSPB Abernethy 
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It’s all go at Abernethy! 
Sarah White 

It always seems to be busy at Abernethy, 
but this past summer has seemed even 
more so! With all the ups and downs and 
unpredictability Covid has brought we 
were braced for an unpredictable summer 
season.  

What transpired was a busy summer, and 
having emerged, blinking, the other side 
we can reflect on the challenges and 
successes. Without doubt we were far 
better equipped for the challenges of the 
busy summer season thanks to the help 
from Heather and Thomas, our seasonal 
rangers. 

Funded by Nature Scot through the Better Places fund, an application that was supported by the 
residents of Tulloch and Friends of Abernethy. Over the course of 4 months, Thomas and Heather 
spoke to over 3700 people, put out 35 fires and barbecues, and kept the trails clean. Hopefully some 
of you will have met and chatted with them whilst they were with us! 

The rejuvenated Loch Garten 
Nature Centre opened for 
business and the team 
successfully navigated a topsy-
turvy season. With a 
challenging start, the tantalising 
hope of a nesting pair of 
Ospreys which did not succeed 
and Covid restrictions still 
ongoing, the shiny, rejuvenated 
Nature Centre opened at the 
beginning of May. Four months 
later, at the beginning of 
September the centre closed for 
the season, with the Loch 

Garten water project taking place over the winter. We are exploring the possibility of new events and 
uses for the rejigged centre and have hosted our first yoga session. Keep an eye out for more events 
happening in the future. 

Ecologically speaking, there has been a lot of ambitious work happening, including everything from 
peatland restoration to forest restructuring. The cattle have returned to the woods for the second 
year of the 3-year trial and a large area of undergrowth cut using the ‘robocutter’. Elsewhere, ring-
barking and winching of trees has been making areas of plantation more wildlife friendly in the 
future. Peatland restoration work has continued on the high ground, with contractors working hard 
to repair areas of degraded peatbog. By repairing the bog, we will not only reduce the release of 
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere but the bog will act as a carbon dioxide sponge, absorbing the 
gas from the atmosphere as it grows. 

Sarah White, RSPB Community Ranger 
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Seasonal Notes: Autumn/Winter 
Steve Goodall 

This the first of what may become a regular feature. To protect wildlife from unnecessary 
disturbance, no specific locations are included. Passing on the request from local ornithologists, if 
you see anything unusual, please do not put it on social media. Let BoG Standard know or contact 
an organisation such as the BTO or NESBREC. 

As I write the first of the snow on the mountains has come and gone. Climbing Cairn Gorm a few 
days ago it had all melted. Autumn has arrived, rather later than some years after the late Spring 
frosts and May snows that delayed the arrival of our migratory birds. 

Despite the late start there has been a much heavier crop of Rowan berries and Redwing numbers 
are increasing as they take advantage of the berries. The one or two breeding pairs here have already 
switched to the berries as a food source. A few Fieldfare have also arrived, always a later arrival. 

 

 
You may also have noticed that our 
gardens have been quiet whilst food 
has been plentiful in the countryside. 
Now large numbers of Goldfinches 
are feeding on sunflower hearts, and 
Siskins form big flocks in the Alder 
trees by the river. It is odd to think 
that just ten years ago Goldfinches 
were an uncommon sight. 

 
 

This is the fourth year that a new(ish) bird has bred in Strathspey so it is safe to report the presence 
of Icterine Warblers. These are quite large warblers, olive green in colour and pale yellow beneath. 
They are hard to see and best identified by their song. 

 

Not so fortunate have been Lapwings, 
hard hit by the frost and late snow. Their 
numbers are well down, as are the 
numbers of Crested Tits and Capercaillie. 

Other unusual visitors have been three 
Mute Swans, not usually seen this far 
north, inland and our elevation, one or 
two sightings of juvenile Golden Eagles, 
Kestrels over rough ground, a 
Mediterranean Gull, and a juvenile Rose-
Coloured Starling. 

Reports of Grey Squirrels in Deshar Woods seem to be unsubstantiated. Red Squirrels do change 
colour into the Autumn. A characteristic of the Reds is their bounding gait and reluctance to spend 
much time on the ground. They also have red ear tufts. 
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Butterfly numbers were also affected by the cold 
Spring. A few Painted Ladies made it into 
Strathspey. They can take up to three years to make 
the journey in annual stages from North Africa. 

Hummingbird Hawk Moths have also been seen and 
can get as far north as Orkney and Shetland. 

 
Roe Deer which have become increasingly common, are often seen in the quieter gardens, and are 
about in larger numbers in the village woodlands, up to eight animals on occasion. 

 

As the season progresses skeins of geese 
overhead are now common. Greylag are 
the most common with Pink-Footed 
Geese announcing their presence with a 
distinctive ‘wink-wink’ call. Many 
thousands have arrived on stubble fields 
to the East and North. Two or three 
hundred Whooper Swans will soon be 
flying along the Spey flyway to Insh 
Marshes. 

 

Closer to home the Winter territory song of Robins has begun, a cold-sounding tune, heralding 
winter weather. These may be local or migratory birds. Song Thrushes, Blue and Great Tits, even 
Blackbirds are martial migrants here. They are replaced by Scandinavian birds, identified by being a 
bit smaller and greyer in colour. 

Steve Goodall 
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 Grantown Museum: The 2021 Season 

T he Grantown Museum and Heritage Centre re-opened at the end of March under Covid-19 
regulations having missed the whole of the previous year. Despite this, we were able to re-
assess the museum’s collection of artefacts, and re-catalogue paper and photographic records 

with some unexpected and interesting outcomes. One of these formed the basis for a major 
exhibition. A major re-think of the Museum shop and information centre was also carried out. 

The first exhibition however was called ‘Drawn 
from the Past, Voices from Dava Moor.’ It was the 
result of extensive research by historian and artist 
Charles Fletcher. 

Dava Moor formed a unique agricultural 
community of some 90 households and 382 
people at the end of the 19th Century to just 14 
today. The beginning of decline was the attempt 
to change agricultural practices from cattle 
grazing in the main, to one in which cereal crops 
would figure more prominently. 

The ‘Good’ Sir James Grant of Grant, the laird in 
the late 18th Century was advised by William 
Lorimer to introduce the use of Lime, and 
planting of swedes as a winter feed, as well as 
increase the area of plough land which could 
support barley and oats. Lorimer failed to 
understand the extent that climate influenced farming practice and that the fertile ‘infield’ only 
existed because of hundreds of years of cattle manure being used to replenish grasslands. He viewed 
the Highlander as backward and essentially lazy, a view repeated in the New Statistical Accounts of 
Scotland of the 1780s and 1830s. The writers could not understand that farming could only be 
carried out for five to six months of the year. A series of late frosts and poor Spring and Summer 
weather meant that, at least on the higher moorland such as Dava, change would fail. 

The exhibition included contemporary accounts from people who lived on Dava, and art based on 
the remains found in abandoned houses there. 

This was followed by an exhibition of local landscape and wildlife photography. 

The second exhibition featured replica costumes made by one of the Museum directors, inspired by 
the extensive collection of costumes found in the Collections Store. This collection is now thought to 
be of major importance and includes a superb ivory wedding dress worn by Miss Agnes Helen 
Gordon in 1882. 

The exhibition ‘Adventures in Costume’ showed costumes ranging from Georgian through to the 
1920s and 1930s. These can be worn, and photographs taken by prior arrangement using the 
contact www.adventuresincostume.com. 

The third and final exhibition was ‘Searching for the Countess – the life and times of Caroline Ogilvy
-Grant, Dowager Countess of Seafield 1830 – 1911’. It attempts to tell the story of how she fought to 
save the Seafield and Grant Estates from being broken up, despite a rather tragic upbringing. This 
included the sudden deaths of her husband, her 34-year-old son, and the deaths of two subsequent 
Earls of Seafield within four years, one of them in New Zealand. 

The Countess had been born in June 1830, with her twin brother Henry, who died aged just 12. Her 
parents were Walter Robert Stuart 11th Lord Blantyre and Fanny Mary Rodney daughter of the Chief 
Secretary to the Governor of Ceylon. Her father was tragically killed by a stray bullet during what 
became known as the Belgian Revolution. 
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 As a Stuart, Caroline was a direct descendent of Walter Stuart 
4th High Steward of Scotland, whose grandson became Robert 
the 2nd King of Scotland. 

In 1735 Margaret Ogilvy sister of 3rd Earl Seafield had married 
Ludovic Grant, Baron Strathspey and Chief of Clan Grant. In 
1811 her nephew died with no heirs meaning that Margaret’s 
grandson Lewis Alexander Grant was the closest heir to the 
Ogilvy and Grant lands and the lineal titles Earls of Seafield, 
Findlatter and Deskford. 

In 1850 Caroline married John Charles Ogilvy-Grant, the 
custodian of the vast Grant and Seafield Estates and who 
became Earl Seafield in 1853. 

Eventually Caroline’s son Ian Charles became the new laird 
and 8th Earl of Seafield. He died in 1884 after an operation in a 
London hospital to correct a hunting accident lameness. The 
operation resulted in a thrombosis. Her husband had died in 

1881 and Caroline became the Dowager Countess in control of all the estates. She placed the whole 
inheritance into a trust, the usual way of dealing with such matters at the time, but the titles and 
property had been disentailed, thus separating them. 

The new Earl was James Ogilvy-Grant, Ian Charles’s uncle and John Charles’s younger brother, but 
he did not receive any of the estates which remained in trust. Caroline’s main preoccupation was to 
pay off the large debts owed by the estates. 

The 9th Earl of Seafield died suddenly in 1888. His eldest son Francis William became the 10th Earl. 
He had emigrated to New Zealand as he did not expect to inherit anything. In poor health he also 
died in 1888. 

His 12-yr-old son James became the next Earl. He was 
killed in 1915 and the titles went to his daughter Nina 
Caroline. The estates were still in trust, the Dowager 
Countess having died in 1911. Nina would not have any say 
in the Estates until she reached the age of 40. 

Caroline was buried at Duthill in a second Grant mausoleum 
which she instructed was to be sealed after her interment. 

Nina Caroline had been suggested as a suitable wife for 
Prince George or Prince David, sons of Edward Prince of 
Wales, later King Edward VII. However, of rather 
independent mind she met Derek Herbert Studeley-Herbert, 
a Devonshire landowner in the Bahamas. Their engagement, 
announced in The Tatler of 1920 caused a sensation. The 
couple were married by Special Licence despite her mother 
being abroad in East Africa. The earldom and estates were 
inherited by the Studeley-Herberts who changed their 
names to Ogilvy-Grant in order to take the title. 

Further information of Opening Times: www.grantownmuseum.co.uk 

The Museum Collection: www.grantownmuseumcollection.co.uk 
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 The Clan Grant Society of the U.K. 
Kim Todd 

The village of Boat of Garten, and the land around it have been part 
of the Clan Grant remit for hundreds of years. 

The Aim of the Society is to cultivate a spirit of friendship among 
members of the Clan and to help them to keep in touch with one 
another. Many of us have left our native Scotland and dispersed into 
all corners of Britain and the World. The Society brings us together 
again to share in our common ancestry and our rich exciting history. 

Clans are identified by Crest, Slogan, Tartan and Badge. ‘Stand Fast 
Craig Elachie’ is the slogan of the clan. This refers to the prominent 
hilltop at the back of Aviemore known as Craigellachie. It has a 
commanding position with a view down the length of Upper 
Strathspey, and was the area where most of the clan would have lived. 

For this reason, it is believed to have been used as a site for a beacon to provide a warning or raising 
the clan, by lighting a fire on the summit. The Clan Crest uses this image of the burning beacon. 

Members of the Grant Clan traditionally wear a red and green tartan as approved by the Clan Chief. 
The one shown here is Grant Modern. The official clan badge is a sprig of Scots Pine, which can be 
worn at Clan Gatherings. 

Our Clan Chief is The Rt. Hon Sir James Grant of Grant, The 6th 
Lord Strathspey, Baronet of Nova Scotia, 33rd Chief of Clan 
Grant.  

The Website for Clan Grant visitors to the Strathspey area: 
www.clangrantvisitors.org 

The site includes information about accommodation, places to 
explore, travel, Duthil Clan Centre at the Old Kirk (especially for 
visiting arrangements), Grantown Museum and Heritage Centre, 
and Urquhart Castle. There is also a possibility of engaging a local 
guide. 

Plans are afoot to re-model the Clan Centre and the exhibition work has been completed, but 
developments are held up because of Covid. 

To become a Society Member, or make donations online: www.clangrantvisitors.org/shop 

Kim Todd, Membership Secretary 
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Ambulance/Fire/Police/Mountain Rescue: 

999  or 112  

Non-emergency:   101 

NHS 24 Hour advice: 111 

District Nurse:    01479 813401 

Hydro Electric Power Failure 
0800 300 999 

Grantown Health Centre 
01479 872484 

Out of Hours: (6.00 pm to 8.30 am) 

Aviemore Health Centre 
01479 810258 

Dentist Clinic, Grantown 
01479 882160 

Dentist Clinic, Aviemore 
01479 810301 

Lloyds Pharmacy, Grantown 
01479 872006 

Boots Pharmacy, Aviemore 
01479 810258 

Veterinary Practice, Grantown 
01479 872259 

Badenoch and Strathspey Community 
Hospital (Aviemore) 
01479 883111 

Raigmore Hospital, Inverness 
01463 704000 

In an emergency, Call 999. 

Give your name and contact phone number, 
personal details, the patient’s Clinical 
Details and Name, any medication if known 
and previous medical history. In addition 
give their Date of Birth/Age of patient, usual 
address and GP. 

Boat of Garten Post Office 
01479 831527 

Boat of Garten Golf Club 
01479 831282 

Grantown Library 
01479 873175 

 

Aviemore Library 
01479 813141 

Deshar Primary School 
01479 831226 

Grantown Grammar School 
01479 872649 

St Columba’s Kirk, Boat of Garten 
01479 831637 

Bus Times (Stagecoach, Inverness) 
01463 233371 

Community Transport 
01479 810004 

Aviemore Railway Station 
01479 810221 

Inverness Airport 
01463 232471 

Highlands Council Service Point 
01349 886606 

Members of Parliament 
Contact Points: 

Drew Henry MP: 

drew.hendry.mp@parliament.uk 

Fergus Eqing MSP: 

fergus.ewing.msp@parliament.scot 

Regional MSPs: 

www.parliament.scot/msps/current-and-previous-
msps 

Useful Contact Numbers 
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