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BOG Standard is published by the Community Council, who appoint the Editor and underwrite the costs not covered by advertising.  
Articles published express the views of the author(s) and not the Council or Editor, unless otherwise stated. 

Dear Neighbours, 

A very warm welcome to the summer Bog Standard! As I type the sun is shining, the sky is blue, bees are 
buzzing and the garden is a rainbow of colours. I hope you have found time to relax with family and friends 
again and enjoy just being together. What a blessing. 

Many thanks to all those who have provided articles and suggestions for this issue. As you will discover, the 
good folk of Boat are working with enthusiasm and commitment to keep the wheels in motion or, more 
appropriately, the boat on an even keel. 

I’ll leave you with William Shakespeare’s sublime Sonnet 18. 

Peace and all Good, 

Kevin 

Kevin Redgewell, Editor 
Email: kevin.redgewell@btinternet.com 
Tel: 01479 831212 

Shall I compare thee to a summer's day? 
Thou art more lovely and more temperate. 
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May, 
And summer's lease hath all too short a date. 
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines, 
And often is his gold complexion dimmed; 
And every fair from fair sometime declines, 
By chance, or nature's changing course untrimmed. 
But thy eternal summer shall not fade 
Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow'st; 
Nor shall death brag thou wand'rest in his shade, 
When in eternal lines to time thou grow'st, 
So long as men can breathe or eyes can see, 
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee. 
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Church Matters 
Rev. Graham Atkinson 

Since the last update in the BOG Standard, we have 
started some in-person services every second week at 
2pm on a Sunday afternoon, primarily this was aimed 
at those who have perhaps found it more difficult or 
impractical to join in with the online activities of the 
church. As we were unable to do out usual activities 
for Christian Aid this year, we will be raising money 
during July to support them in their ongoing work 
around the world. 

We will continue online for as long as it is required by 
anyone in the community: 

Phone recording of the Sunday morning, 
available 24/7 on: 01479 782021 (local call) 

The Songs of Praise show on Speysound Radio 
will move to the monthly slot of 5:00pm on 
the third Sunday of each month. This can be 
heard on 107.1FM or online at 
speysound.com. 

Two YouTube videos of Worship songs, one with 
children’s songs and one for the adults with a 
mixture of traditional and modern. 

YouTube devotions on Sunday mornings at 
10:30am. 

 (www.youtube.com/c/ABCKChurches) 

Tuesday evening devotions at 7:30pm 

As I write, it’s obviously too early to describe this 
pandemic as being over, especially as millions of 
people around the world, particularly in poorer 
countries continue to suffer the effects both in health 
and economically. 

Thinking as part of the Church, I find myself hoping 
that society will not simply relax into exactly the way 
things were previously. Obviously, a lot of things will 

be as we have always known them and that is a good 
thing. During the first lockdown however, all across 
the country there was a deep communal awareness…
a clear desire to look out for one another, to value one 
another and a willingness to be there and meet the 
needs of those around us. I suppose my hope as all 
these restrictions finally fall away from our lives, is 
that we all remember that unity, that perhaps are 
even one day to look back on 2020/21 and recognise 
that in the midst of all that was lost…society also 
changed for the better as people learned that the 
blessing of community doesn’t depend on whether we 
all happen to agree on matters of politics, religion, 
morality or philosophy of life, but upon an inherent 
dignity that all possess and so whilst retaining all our 
differences, we can nevertheless live in friendship 
and mutual concern, compassion and care. For a 
time, we have had a glimpse of what that might look 
like and we can continue to build towards it by 
remembering the lessons of the last year. 

The New Testament was originally written in Greek 
and they had a special word for ‘love’ that specifically 
meant it should be extended to others not because we 
think they deserve it, but because we choose to be 
loving people, we decide to act in love because it’s the 
best way. This is the love with which the Bible says 
God loves us and which we 
in turn can show to one 
another. 

 

Wishing you every blessing, 

 

Graham Atkinson 
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A message from Fergus Ewing MSP 
 

 
We are now in the sixth session of the Scottish Parliament, reconvened in 1999. The 43 members new to this 
session have all, or nearly all, made their maiden speeches, whilst learning the ropes and the rules. Two 
older hands, myself and Fiona Hyslop, have, as ex Cabinet Secretaries, joined the new intake on the back 
benches, and so have also made our first speeches in 14 years from that position. It is evident there is a 
great deal of new talent across all political parties. 

On my first outing since 2008 on the back benches, I urged the Scottish government to complete delivery of 
our pledges, of dualling the A9 from Perth to Inverness. Much progress has been made, with sections 
completed including from Dalraddy to Kincraig, and now Luncarty to Pass of Birnam due this winter. A 
glance at the Transport Scotland website shows that design and preferred route selection has been 
progress in other sections. In March this year, it was announced that four other sections together making 
35km, of the remaining nine uncompleted, have been approved for construction. We need to drive forward 
with this progress if possible on an agreed timetable.  

Dualled roads are safer. Fewer fatalities and serious injuries arrive, with cross-over collisions virtually 
eliminated. Once, in future years, we have low emission vehicles, we will still need roads and the A9 can be 
the first electric superhighway in the UK. We want more rail services and public transport and to use the 
car less if we can but the car remains a necessity for a great many in rural Scotland. 

Speeches and oral questions in the chamber are just the most visible part of our Parliamentary work. The 
committees, now being establishes, are the engine room of the Parliament, and this is where it is essential 
to build up some good working relationships across parties. I hope to serve on the Education committee, 
and press the case, inter alia, for children with special needs. 

As well as essential casework for constituents, which I carry out daily with the help of my great team of 
Becca, Rosie and Dani, we also take part in cross party groups which usually meet in the evenings. 

These cover a myriad of topics and allow us to work with the public and those with a keen interest in many 
areas. 

We also have anew Presiding Officer, in Alison Johnstone MSP, and two deputies, Liam McArthur and 
Annabelle Ewing – my (wee) sister! 

Annabelle is three years younger than me, and our brother Terry (not an MSP) is some years younger than 
her. On Annabelle’s election by fellow MSPs, to First Deputy Presiding Officer, Terry pointed out that for the 
first time in Annabelle’s life she will be able to order her elder brother to shut up – but to do so with the full 
force of the law behind her. 

I hope that scenario will not prove necessary! 
 
Fergus Ewing MSP, 

Inverness and Nairn 

Fergus’ Mum, Winnie Ewing, addresses the  
re-convened Scottish Parliament in 1999. 



6 

Bog Standard - Summer 2021 

Health Walk 
Anne Goodall 

Members of the Health Walk have appreciated getting back 
to regular walks every Wednesday. Numbers have grown 
recently and we often have 16 walkers. Some people want to 
walk for about a mile at a fairly leisurely pace and the 
Capercaille Trail is ideal for this. Others want to go a bit 
further so we usually split into two groups but we all meet up 
for a cuppa in the Community Hall afterwards. 

We are grateful to the staff at the Hall who are keen to 
accommodate us and set up tables ‘Café Style’ so that we 
abide by social distancing regulations. 

We have celebrated some significant 
birthdays too. Gisela Simpson was 90 
during Lockdown so we had a cake for her 
when we were able to gather together to 
mark the occasion. 

And Eddie Shaw recently celebrated his 
80th Birthday. 

 

 

We meet every Wednesday at 1.30 at the Community Hall and welcome new members any 
time.  

For further information contact Ann on:  
 01479 831 562 

Abernethy & Aviemore Angling Association 
Julie Mossman 

The salmon season started well on our local beat with several salmon being caught up to 18lb by 
May. 

The water level then dropped to its current height by mid June of only 1 inch above summer level 
which has held back the salmon reaching our pools. 

The seatrout season has now started with some good size fish being caught between 6 to 11lb. 

The photo shows local angler Owen Macgregor with a 
beautiful 10lb seatrout he caught on our local beat. 

Currently a run of smaller sized seatrout are arriving 
in our pools and being caught. 

To date our local beat has only been fished lightly and 
we have over 70 members in our Association this year. 
Visitors are now starting to arrive and can buy daily or 
weekly tickets from the Boat of Garten Post Office. 

Look forward to seeing you on the river and Tight 
Lines. 
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The Story of the Community Garden 
The Community Garden, opposite the Boat Hotel, was originally the drying green and kitchen 
garden of the Stationmaster. When the train was no longer running it became a wild area, 
partly looked after by Mrs Hutchison, but as she got older it was too much for her. 

Then Boat of Garten got a Development Officer in the form of Lorraine MacPherson. She 
noticed that BBC Beechgrove garden was looking for villages to set up community gardens. So 
an application was made and Boat of Garten was lucky to be chosen. 

This brought with it a garden designer, Kirsty Maclean, some money and a great deal of 
goodwill from businesses who contributed generously. Many people volunteered, drove the 
digger, gave plants, planted them and helped lay the paths. Iain Brodie and Iain Murray were 
specially hard-working and keen to get it done in time. It was a rush to get it achieved for the 
BBC to come and film it in July 2002. 

There was an opening ceremony, filmed on the Beechgrove Garden programme. There is a CD 
of it if anyone would like to see it. 

Ever since then a band of volunteers have kept it going; some people have been involved from 
the beginning Some have their own patch and choose the plants for that area and look after 
them. Others do whatever is needed. The children have a small patch of their own. The 
volunteers meet once a month for an hour, followed in normal times by a cup of tea and chat, 
usually about plants. New volunteers are very welcome. 

The Garden now functions under the Community Company, which provides us with charity 
status and insurance. 

Soon there will be a new Information Panel, which the National Park is designing for us. 

The garden is a peaceful place for a quiet moment, to enjoy the birds, the flowers and the 
trains. Some people just sit, others take a book and read, or have their picnic at the beautiful 
leaf table. At the time of year it is particularly pleasant, so wander in any day and enjoy it. 

Community Garden News 
Sue Murray 
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Garden Gallery - Pics from the Past 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Plant Sale at the Community Garden 
The Plant Sale is the way of making some income for the Community Garden. We are now de-
pendent on the Plant Sale as nobody has change in their pockets, so they don’t put anything in 
the Donations Box. 

Luckily this year we had a successful sale with many people donating plants, and we made £510. 
We had to control the entrance numbers to keep to the Covid rules, but that worked well. Sadly, 
we were unable to have the delicious refreshments usually made and donated by the Boat Hotel. 

Thank you to all who donated plants and helped on the day, and indeed thanks to those who 
came and paid generously for the bargains they bought. 
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Debut novel  
Local author, Neil Cockburn, has just published his first book entitled: 

M.J. Bikie Meets the Loch Ness Monster. 

Set in the Scottish Highlands, as well as further afield, the plot takes the reader on a rollercoaster 
adventure. Ruthless scoundrels, an amateur sleuth with a magical gift and Nessie come together to 
create a fast moving and exciting yarn. 

You can purchase a copy from Dave and Beth at the Boat Post Office or online at 

www.mjbikie.co.uk 

Alternatively for free local delivery email Neil at: 

info@mjbikie.co.uk or give him a call on 01479 831425. 

SWI News 
Julie Mossman 

Our 2020-21 season has been curtailed this year due to COVID although we did manage to meet in 
May for a catch up and social evening. 

Our AGM will now take place during our September meeting and we will have a full programme of 
speakers and events organised to fill our 2021/22 calendar. 

For more information please contact Kate Johnson our secretary at: 

katejohnson197234@gmail.com 
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Willow weaving is back! 
Kate Johnson 

BoGWIG (Boat of Garten Wildlife Group) are delighted that Karen Collins, from Naturally Useful, is 
coming back to Milton Loch Woodlands to be Artist in Residence for a week in July – Thursday 22nd 
July – 29th . There will be opportunities throughout that week, between 10 am and 4 pm to drop in to 
create a willow creature. You can stay for as long as you like, bring a packed lunch and make a day of 
it! This is an outdoor activity so waterproofs and something to sit on may be necessary too. But we 
have our fingers crossed for good weather. Last time, in 2019, many locals and visitors found this a 
relaxing and sociable activity and it is an ideal space for keeping socially distant if needed. We are 
grateful to Cairngorm Trust and Cairngorm Nature for supporting us to have Karen again. We will be 
asking for a suggested donation of £5 for an adult to help us continue to develop projects like this 
over the years. 

On Saturday 24th July the Boat of Garten Community Company will be holding a fund raising 
barbeque as part of the Willow Weaving event. From 5pm, the barbeque will be sizzling, bring your 
own drinks and have a fun evening helping to support the company and the projects they support 
such as Woodland Wheels, BoGWIG, Strathspey Winds, Heritage Square and Boat Bells. There will 
be a raffle and a cake stall too – you need dessert after a burger! Donations for the raffle or cake stall 
gratefully received – for more info contact me at: 

katejohnson197234@gmail.com. 

Cairngorm Nature (the CNPA) have not only funded the willow weaving this year, they have also 
given us a grant to buy trail cameras and a brushcutter. The brushcutter is helping to keep down the 
nettles and thistles around the willow ark so it can be played in all the year round. The trail cameras 
have largely been focussed on Goldeneye nest boxes. One of the boxes has been very successful, with 
9 ducklings jumping from their nest box, high above the ground, and heading straight for the river. 
Goldeneye ducks nest in trees, high up and sometimes a long distance from water. Once hatched, 
they leave the nest quickly and mum shepherds them to water. The photos we had certainly have 
“cute” factor!  
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Adventures in Costume 
Jackie Wilson 

This story has two threads – the costumes and their maker, Suzi Wilson. So let’s start with Suzi….. 

‘Making’ is a common thread running through Suzi Wilson’s life – from 
school onwards when she loved sewing, fast forward to making wedding 
dresses, making the official outfit for the High Sheriff of Cornwall in 1983, 
self-building a house and a log cabin in the forest at Mount Shasta, 
Northern California, and so back to Scotland and the inception and 
execution of the idea to create historical costumes for Grantown Museum. 

Suzi was born in Newcastle, the daughter of a customs officer whose work 
took the family to Scotland. She then spent time in Cornwall, bummed 
around in Thailand for 3 months, lived for 20 years in London where she 
worked in a recording studio, in music management and production before 
heading for California where she spent 14 years, in the course of which she 
self-built two houses in the forest, a small one to live in and a large log 
cabin for rental to tourists. The political scene in the US under the Trump administration, plus the 
ever-present threat of forest fires, prompted her return to Scotland, initially to Stirling but 
subsequently gravitating further northwards to Grantown where she has found her comfort zone. 
Honestly, she doesn’t look old enough to have covered so much territory, both geographic and 
experiential! 

From that history, you may imagine she is a woman who doesn’t sit still for long. At the beginning of 
the Covid 19 lockdown in March 2020, in the course of closing down the Grantown Museum it was 
decided that the “dressing up” area was in need of some “sprucing up”. As part of that, Suzi made a 
girl’s dress from 1867, following an original pattern which she had unearthed. That little enterprise 
led to making another dress of an 18th century design, this time using a commercial pattern, and so 
the story continues and leads onto the recent exhibition of ‘Adventures in Costume’. Given her 
transatlantic background, Suzi started to think about what attracted tourists to Scotland, and so the 
seed was sewn to make costumes based on the ‘Outlander’ series, which takes us forward to the 
second strand of our story. 

The concept behind the exhibition was to have properly made costumes, employing authentic 
fabrics, designs and methods, for people to try on, either in the museum or at outside locations. The 
initial designs were based on clothes worn by the characters Claire and Jamie. Jamie wore the “great 
kilt”, which was a multi-functional garment, wide enough to form into pleats (not stitched) for 
daytime wear and doubling as a plaid for night-time. In the 18th 
century, a man’s shirt had no shaping, it was basically a large 
rectangle, worn long and, as with the kilt, doubling up as a night 
shirt for sleeping. 

One of the most stunning dresses in the collection is the red 
dress, which Claire wore at the court of Louis XV – when the 
storyline moves to France, the costumes become more elaborate. 
In the television production, the red dress is very low cut – the 
Grantown version is a little more modest. Every attempt has 
been made to retain historical authenticity - the dress is made 
from silk and lined in silk, it is hand-sewn apart from the long 
seams and the only modern element of the dress is the boning 
which is made from polyester. Another beautiful dress worn by 
Claire is her wedding dress, complete with hand embroidery in 
silver – Suzi purports to be no embroiderer, but the work is 
immaculate! 

Claire’s red dress 
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There are other costumes forming part of the collection, again 
based on film or TV programmes and again retaining historical 
authenticity. Particularly notable is the green silk dress inspired 
by ‘The Duchess’ which differs from the ‘Outlander’ costumes in 
that the outer robe, rather than being laced over the inner 
garment, is stitched onto the stomacher when the lady is being 
dressed – you definitely need a maid on hand!  

The collection moves through the ages, from the 18th century, 
through Regency, to Victorian and into the 1910’s-1920’s 
(Downtown Abbey era). Whereas corsets were worn in the 18th 
century, they were not the uncomfortable restraining affairs 
introduced later by the Victorians, and in between these two 
corseted genres, you have the less constrained styles of the 
Regency and 1920’s periods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
There are some fabulous Youtube 
videos by Suzi, which tell a better 
story than a few words here can 
convey: 

Ballindalloch Castle — 
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNIMdsdWN0M 
Suzi talking about the costumes — 
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=tUomsmzDj7Q 

Suzi talking about getting dressed in the 18th century —  
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=W7dFaPMnP2w 

To enjoy the costumes in greater detail, you really should visit the website:  

 www.adventuresincostume.com 

The costumes will be exhibited again at Grantown Museum 1st – 15th August. If you are interested in 
booking a session to try on the costumes at the museum (1-2 people per session), please email Suzi 
Wilson at suzi@grantownmuseum.co.uk, or telephone on 07591 195126. The cost per session at 
the museum is £50. If you would like to go on location, contact Suzi to discuss. 

18th Century 

Regency 

1920s 

Green silk dress 
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 Repair Café  
Heather Sim 

 

On Sunday 13th June, Boat of Garten 
Community Hall hosted our first ever Repair 
Café with invaluable support from our friends at 
the Glasgow Repair Café. The sun shone for us 
and locals brought along interesting items in 
need of repair – from beloved holey sweaters 
and torn jeans to broken stools and cuckoo 
clocks. 

 

There was a lovely buzz about the event – a perfect mix of busy hands and relaxed chat – and we 
sense that there is a lot of goodwill in the community for this project. Local volunteers not only 
baked, cooked and served in the café but also stepped up to learn how to organise and do some 
repairing, and BSW, the Boat of Garten sawmill, supported us on the day and are keen to stay 
involved for the future. 

So we were delighted when it was announced shortly afterwards that we have been awarded funding 
from the Cairngorms Green Recovery Fund, a partnership between the CNPA and the Cairngorms 
Trust. The grant will be used to help us establish a regular community Repair Café on our doorstep. 

Repair Cafes around the world support people of all ages to come together in a social setting to 
repair, re-use and up-cycle items that all too often end up in landfill. In other words, people are 
helping one another to address our throwaway culture and at the same time, having fun, gaining new 
skills and making new connections. 

The Hall’s BoGZero group has taken the project to this stage because we are confident the Repair 
Cafe can make a significant difference to our goals of reducing waste and becoming carbon neutral. 

In the coming weeks, we will be appointing a part time Project Officer, establishing a network of 
local volunteer ‘repairers’, and starting to build up a store of tools and materials. We’re really keen to 
integrate the Repair Café into other aspects of community life and events so we’ll also be meeting up 
with local partner organisations to explore ideas for how that might happen. And we also have 
exciting plans for developing an annual Repair Festival that would involve local makers and crafters 
promoting their own produce as well as celebrating our commitment to repair and recycle. 

If, like us, you feel excited by this project and want to help make it work for our community, then 
please get in touch – repaircafe@boathall.org.uk or call Heather Sim on 07845 925637. 

And don’t worry, our repairers are not aiming to be on BBC’s The Repair Shop anytime soon nor are 
we competing with professional repairers. This is about fixing more of our own stuff and enjoying 
ourselves at the same time. If you enjoy repairing things – like knitted goods, fabric items, wood or 
metalwork, small electrical/electronic products – we’d love you to join us and see for yourself. You 
may have more knowledge and skills than you think. 

If you can’t spare the time but you would like to donate tools or materials, then that would be much 
appreciated too. Hand tools for wood and metal work, equipment for sewing and knitting, items for 
testing and fixing small electrical appliances are all valuable tools in the Repair Kit as are materials 
like thread, wool, zips, fabric remnants & buttons, glue, resins, assorted bolts, nuts, screws, nails, 
springs. If you’re clearing the loft or the garden hut, think of us! 
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My Badgers  
Allan Bantick OBE 

It was 1994 and I had never seen a badger. Osprey, otter and eagle yes, badger no. Out of the blue, I was 
persuaded to join a newly formed local badger group and a year later I had still not seen a badger. Things then 
happened really fast; the group built a hide close to Boat of Garten, the group folded, the landowner was now 
stuck with a hide and, being unable to run it himself, he asked me to do it. Over 25 years later, I’m still doing 
it. 

It did not start well. Visitors to the local Strathspey badger hide were few and far between, as were badger 
sightings, and managing the hide had to be squeezed into an already busy schedule, competing with 
photography, badger surveys, nest checking, a golf addiction and running a business. Then I got married. 

You would think that the hide could be the centre of some good solid science, but we have not got into that in 
a big way. We have not even attempted to identify individual animals or give them names, although there is 
now an exception to that; we’ll talk about “Bling” later. The closest we have come to that sort of thing is by 
meticulously recording every night for the last twenty years the most badgers seen each evening. At the end of 
every year we add those numbers together and divide the total sightings by the number of visits to give an 
average nightly figure for that year. We can then draw a simple graph of sightings which, up to a point, can be 
said to reflect the badger population trend at that sett over those twenty years. I’ll leave it to you scientists to 
say whether one could make wider deductions about badger populations from such a graph. 

Over such a long period of time there have been many special evenings and incidents at the hide, but I’ll stick 
to just two. Around 2004, when badgers were suffering from repeated hot summers and were having only 
limited breeding success, I entertained 2 elderly gentlemen at the hide, one with binoculars and one without. 
We first saw an otter in the river, then watched a pine marten steal all the eggs from a goldeneye nest box 
before a badger turned up on the slope above the hide. The gent without binoculars asked how we told the 
difference between males and females to which I gave the standard response, concluding that it can be quite 
difficult. The gent with the binoculars said, “Not with tits like that it’s not”. This was a lovely end to a very 
special evening because it told us that for the first time in at least two years our badgers had produced cubs. 

Another special night of a different sort happened in June 2019; a badger appeared near the hide with a snare 
round its neck, trailing a length of rope. We immediately closed the hide and devised a plan to try to catch the 
badger and have it taken to a vet for the snared to be removed. All the relevant people were informed – 
landowner, police, vet, SSPCA, Cairngorms National Park and colleagues in Scottish Badgers – and I wish to 
register my grateful thanks to all those people who stepped up to the plate to help. Traps were assembled 
from various sources, including from SSPCA and the National Park and also from Hessilhead and Palacerigg 
Country Park, kindly transported and set up by Anne and Jackie, who are Trustees of Scottish Badgers. For 
four weeks we tried to catch the snared badger and we also tried to track its movements with trail cameras. 
Zilch. We caught several frightened badgers and a couple of grumpy pine martens but not the snared badger. 
We did not even capture an image of it on the cameras, so we deduced it had gone away and died. We were 
wrong. A few weeks later it turned up again as large as life and none the worse for wear. Furthermore, it is 
still with us and still wearing its snare, minus the rope, like some kind of cool necklace. So we call it “Bling” 
and you can see it for yourselves because it features in my YouTube Video called “Laundry Night At The 
Badger Sett”. You can also find other videos on the same channel involving tawny owls, pine martens and 
goldeneye ducks near the hide. 

Images and videos of my badgers appear regularly on Social Media (you do follow me don’t you?) and the 
hide has figured on various tv and radio programmes over the years, the most recent being on BBC Radio 
Scotland when a recording of squeals from one of my badgers was the “Mystery Sound”. Not many people got 
it right but quite a few reckoned it was a mustelid of some kind. 

So that concludes the compression of a quarter of a century of colluding with a family of badgers to provide 
well over 8,000 visitors with a memorable wildlife encounter. Nowadays, the badgers can usually be relied 
upon to come up very close to the open windows of the hide, leaving some of our guests gasping at the 
privilege of having been so close to a wild mammal. If you would like to join their ranks, I’m not to difficult to 
find – contact me at: 

- allanbantick@yahoo.co.uk 
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Allan observing badgers 

Allan with fox cub 

Strathspey Badger Hide 
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After all the doom and gloom about bluetits on Springwatch, we are pleased to share images from 
our nest box camera here in Boat. It has been astounding to watch the female build a nest with no 
instructions, just instinct, see the number of eggs increase and then hatch, and the chicks develop. 
At the time of going to press there were about 7 days to go until expected fledging date, so an update 
will follow in a future BoG Standard. 
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Hall News 
Alan Gristwood 

Life has started to return to a little more ‘normal’ at the hall over the last month or so with a number 
of activities restarted including Clubbercise, Callanetics, Yoga, Fit4Life, Wee Bogees, Book Club, 
Health Walkers, Line Dancing and even The Showboaters have started back at rehearsals! – all 
classes operate within strict Covid compliance guidelines to ensure the health and safety of all users 
of the hall remains our top priority! 

On 13th June we held our first car boot sale of the year and intend to hold another one on 25th July. If 
you would like to book a space, then please contact the office. 

Additional Outdoor Space at the Hall 

We provided an update on the Pergola in our Spring update and are pleased to report that all work 
was completed and our new addition has been well used already by a number of groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Therapy & Treatment Room 

We are delighted to announce that Boat Hall have opened a treatment and therapy suite for hire. 
Whether you are looking for an occasional space or regular rental, we have a fantastic, private room 
overlooking Deshar Woods. Get in touch with the office to discuss! 

Hall Membership 

The Community Hall is an important asset owned by the community – that’s you! Being a company 
limited by guarantee is the best method of legally protecting the Hall’s current and future assets 
during the entire process of planning, building and running a Community Centre. It is a modern 
version of a Trust where members can have more say in how things are run by using their vote at 
General Meetings. Members can also propose Directors from their midst so it's democratic. Local 
groups who use the Hall are invited to have a representative on the Board of Directors – they can 
propose any one of their members who is also a member of the Community Hall. 

Who’s who? 

The business of the company is carried out by the Directors who are responsible to the members. 
The current Directors of the company are Nick Morgan, Avril Joy, Martin Jones, Brenda Hewlett, 
John Paterson, Dave Shirley, Anne Aitken, Keira Ross, Helen Geddes & Rachel Hannah. In 
accordance with the company’s Articles, Directors can be appointed representing Hall User Groups 
and the general public so if you are interested in becoming a Director, please let us know. As a 
member, you will be able to propose, be proposed and vote for Directors of your choice annually at 
the AGM when several Directors will retire annually by rotation. An AGM is held annually in 
October or November where the annual report and accounts are presented for approval. 

Do I qualify to become a Member of the Company? 

Yes, if you are over the age of eighteen and are normally resident in the community, have a place of 
work, or own residential property within it. Anyone under the age of 18 can still attend meetings and 
have their opinions heard. 
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Why should I join as a Member?  

- to support your Community Hall 
- to be a part of an exciting project that will benefit the community for years to come 
- to help and advise the Directors 
- to be kept informed of events taking place in the hall 
- to benefit from preferential member rental rates 
- to participate in the many activities which the hall offers 

What is the cost of Membership? 

Membership is FREE.  

Will I have a say as a Member? 

Yes of course! The business of the company will be carried out by the directors according to the 
members’ instructions, so they can’t do it without you! There are regular Board Meetings where all 
members are welcome to attend – check the online hall diary via boatofgarten.com for meeting times 
and dates. Also, the Directors will invite members – or you may offer yourself - to join sub-
committees or more informal groups where your expertise or help is needed e.g. fundraising, 
planning, finance, design, organising events, etc. Minutes of meetings are posted on hall 
noticeboards. 

What’s in the small print? 

A copy of the Memorandum and Articles is available from any of the Directors and on our website. 

Please join and support your hall – it’s a friendly place! We need your ideas and help, no matter how 
small you feel your contribution might be - the very act of joining as a member and supporting 
events helps support our community hub. 

Contact Alan Gristwood for further information – alan@boathall.org.uk 
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As you may imagine, there have been almost constant changes of plan in trying to organise a 
programme of concerts for the 2021-2022 season. With tenacity and perseverance from Ann Napier, 
combined with an inordinate desire of the artists themselves to get back to work, here is the planned 
diary of performances for the remainder of 2021. The situation is obviously fluid and may have to 
change at short notice but do put these dates into your diaries and start to plan for some uplifting 
musical events in the Community Hall. 

 

Wed 7 July 2021 KLOUDA PIANO TRIO – The brilliant cellist Ashok Klouda, a 
frequent performer for TOMS with his friends, Ben Gilmore (violin, 
leader of SCO) and Simon Callaghan (piano). 

 

Sun 8 August 2021 OPERA BOHEMIA – GALA NIGHT AT THE OPERA – for one 
night only, at Boat of Garten only, the cast of Opera Bohemia invite you 
to join them for a wonderful selection of items from a range of operas. 

 

Sun 29 August 2021 ASHLEY FRIPP – piano. A great favourite at TOMS. This will be his 
3rd visit, and many of you will remember the stunning performance he 
gave in November 2019, fog having seriously delayed his arrival at the 
Hall – those were the days when weather was our biggest problem! 

 

Thurs 23 Sept 2021 MAXI TRIO – Maximiliano Martin – clarinet: Philip Higham – cello: 
Julian Milfor – piano. Our first Covid casualty – the wonderful concert 
planned for April 2020 postponed for 18 months – but will be worth 
the wait! 

 

Fri 22 October 2021 MOISHE'S BAGEL – original cutting-edge klezmer and world folk 
music from some of Scotland’s finest musicians – Phil Alexander – 
piano, accordion: Greg Lawson – violin, mandolin: Pete Garnett – 
accordion: Mario Caribé – bass, cavaquinho: Guy Nicolson – 
percussion. 
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Vacancy for 'Communities Housing Trustee Representative' 
Anyone interested in becoming a rep for the Community Housing Trust should contact any member 
of the Community Council, or speak to David Goodall (01479 831562), who recently stepped down 
from the Trust Board. 

David had the following to say about the CHT’s valuable work: 
"The Trust Board is a friendly mix of community reps, some of whom are employed by their 
communities as Community Development Officers, Highland Councillors and officers and 
some professionals from across mainland Scotland and the Islands. 

The managers and staff of the Trust are a closely integrated and energetic group with 
different skills appropriate to community development. 

The thrust of the Trust's work is to strengthen communities by providing professional 
assistance at all stages of the development the community identifies as potentially 
beneficial. 

Examples of the Trust's work near us are in Laggan, Dulnain Bridge, Tomatin and now in 
Tomintoul. CHT, on behalf of the Boat Community Company, has a planning application in 
with the CNPA at present for two affordable houses at the top of Strathspey Park. CHT would 
be the developer, owner and manager for those houses. 

I have seen so many examples of wonderful work done by CHT for the communities involved 
and anyone joining the Board will, I am sure, be similarly enthused. 

Nominations from Community Councils go before the AGM in September and a maximum of 
six community directors are elected. The directors positions will be held for three years from 
this year's AGM forward." 

Some of the admirable work of the CHT can be seen on the website: 

www.chtrust.co.uk 
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