
Boat of Garten and Vicinity Community Council 

Draft Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 October 2021 via Zoom 

Conferencing. 

1. Record of attendees and Apologies received. 

Community Council Members: Brian Tolson, Caroline Holroyd, Alan Bennet, Valerie 

Fairweather, John Dickson, Kathryn Gillings. 

Ex Officio: Muriel Cockburn  

Apologies: Willie McKenna 

Members of the public: James Morris 

 

2. Minutes of Meeting of 13 September 2021 

The minutes were proposed as an accurate record of the meeting by John Dickson and 

seconded by Alan Bennet 

 

3. Matter arising from the Minutes 

None 

    

4. Declarations of Interest 

None 

 

5. Treasurers Report – Alan Bennet 

Not a great deal has changed since last month apart from some income from advertisers 
in the BOG Standard. 
 
Treasurers Account 

 

Balance at 06/09/21  £1430.40 

Balance at 03/10/21  £1745.40 

Credits this period:  £ 315.00 Advertisers in BOG Standard  

Debits this period:   £     0.00  

       



 

Environmental Account 

Balance at 06/09/21  £3829.82 

Balance at 03/10/21  £3829.82 

Credits this period:   £0 

Debits this period:   £0 

 

6. Planning Matters 

Only really 2 planning matters to discuss: 

• House on Kinchurdy Road – Councillors confirmed that they had no reason to 

object to this but raised a question regarding why the plans had not been 

challenged as it is not in keeping with the local development plan as it is currently 

a 3 bed property and is being expanded to 5 bed. Brian to enquire about the 

rationale for this.                Action:Brian Tolson  

• Research lab at the sawmill – Again Councillors had no reason to object and 

actually support the development as it creates further job opportunities. 

       

7. Items of business which the Chairperson has directed should be considered 

Xmas Tree Situation – Alan confirmed that although several suppliers had been contacted 

to get a quote for a living tree, this was proving difficult. It was thought that Christies at 

Fochabers may come back with a quote circa £500.  

BOG Standard – The challenge that we now have with the BOG Standard is that although 

we now have an Editor, we are struggling to get enough advertising revenue. The 

publications costs approx. £500 to print and at the moment brings in approx. £500 

advertising revenue. 

The options to consider: 

Community Council subsidises it and we continue but this would only be possible for 1 

more issue OR we move to a digital type newsletter. 

Brian asked Councillors for their views and ideas on what could be done: 

John felt that we should at least produce 1 more edition. 

Caroline asked if the Community Hall could support as they gain a lot from the advertising 

and Alan pointed out that pre Covid they had started to do this. Caroline also suggested 

trying crowd funding from the village. 

Kathryn agreed that we should try to keep it going. 



Alan felt that we needed to do more to attract more help to get advertisers. 

Valerie suggested that we consider what other villages do as some of them charge for their 

editions and possibly this could be considered. 

James Morris contributed to this discussion as he has spent time doing technical editing 

for the recent BOG Standard. He suggested thinking of doing something that is unique to 

the BOG Standard, for instance, promoting a type of sponsorship. Where a sponsor could 

get advertising space in the Standard but also space / coverage on the village website. Thus, 

acting as an incentive to take up the sponsorship. 

Another idea is to run competitions that people need to pay to enter, for example, 

photography competitions. 

Brian then summed up:  

All Councillors agreed that they would like the BoG Standard to continue as close to its 

current format as possible. 

The next edition will go ahead as normal, with as many advertisers as possible but the 
community council will underwrite any shortfall in income.  

 
It was acknowledged that one of the toughest jobs for the editor is the advertising and for 
this edition, John Dickson has offered to support Steve with this and he will also receive 
help from Valerie and Kathryn who have offered to share the workload of contacting 
advertisers. Current and past advertisers will be approached by these Councillors to try and 
get feedback from them in terms of renewing adverts but also why it’s no longer viable for 
them and assess future potential advertisers.  

 
James Morris has also offered to continue as the IT editor for the Standard. This is the role 
he has been fulfilling for the last 2 editions and has proved invaluable help to the Editor in 
this role. 

 
Councillors also agreed that the Community Council should take a full page in this 
forthcoming edition. We will highlight a number of options for the future of the Standard, 
suggesting ways we might develop additional income, potential future advertising 
partnerships, whether the Standard should be free or have a small fee, and seek feedback 
from the community and readers.  
 
CNPA Plan – Brian suggested that we move this to the next month’s agenda when hopefully 
Willie McKenna will attend and can give Councillors an update. 
 
Road Markings for main road near the corner of the Boat Hotel (Both sides) – The main 
consideration of Councillors was to ensure full consultation and in particular that all 
neighbours who have properties that would be affected by these road markings are 
consulted. 
Brian raised the question whether these lining proposals had come from the Highland 
Council and where from a traffic management point of view? Muriel confirmed that she 



felt it was from a safety point of view. She suggested that we seek advice on how to carry 
out a consultation of this nature.     Action: Brian Tolson  
 
8. Reports 

NHS – Muriel informed Councillors that everything was going very well with the new 

hospital and that the old medical practice property was going to be used as a vaccine 

centre. 

 

9. AOCB 

Email from Graham Hazlegreaves re Cycling on footpaths – Brian clarified with 

Councillors that neither the Community Council, CNPA or the Highland Council 

have any statutory powers to affect this issue. The issue is solely a police matter. 

Muriel made the suggestion to write to Jenny Valentine (Police Scotland) and seek 

advice on the issue.     Action: Brian Tolson 

Alan reminded Councilors that previously the Community Company had a flower 

display in a wooden boat at the top of the road and this acted as quite a good 

“barrier” to discourage cyclists from going straight down the hill. Alan suggested 

it may be worth talking the Community Company to see if this can be reintroduced.

      Action: Brian Tolson 

Email from Stevie Trinder – Deer Warning Signage on main road into the village 

– All Councillors agreed that this was a good idea and in fact should be at both 

ends of the village. Muriel felt that this was likely a Highland Council issue not 

Transport Scotland. She suggested contacting Craig Irvine.   

        Action: Brian Tolson 

Kathryn – raised the issue of the speed indicator signage at the top of the village 

being faulty and not showing the speed – just the message. 

Kathryn also raised a query regarding the disabled parking by the hotel and 

adjacent to the Community Garden. It is marked as disabled but appears to have 

a 15 min limit on it. Kathryn agreed to follow this up with the hotel and/ or the 

Strathspey railway to get some clarification. 

Valerie asked Muriel for an update on “20’s plenty” and Muriel confirmed that it 

is currently going through costings but there is no confirmed date for 

implementation.      

 

10. Date of Next Meeting – Monday 08 November 2021  

The meeting closed at 20.25 


