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Welcome to another e-version of the BoG Standard!

Although the ongoing Covid-19 restrictions are easing, the Community Council felt it best to stick with an online  
version for this issue in order to avoid asking our team of trusty volunteers to deliver the newsletter. With various 
village groups scheduled to start meeting again in the autumn and more things starting to happen in the village, 
hopefully by the winter issue we will be back to our packed pages of news and a full printed version. But for now, I 
hope you enjoy this issue and some of the stories and pictures within!

This issue also sees me creating my last one and from winter 2020 local resident Kevin Redgewell will be taking over 
the reins as Editor. Pete and I moved out of the village last December and in a few months hope to be moving a little 
further north east, so it’s a sensible time to hand it over. I’d not realised I had taken over from Jackie back in 2016 – 
5 years! I thought it was only a couple of years! Time flies huh and I look forward to staying in the loop and seeing 
further BoG Standards in the future!

BOG Standard is published by the Community Council, which appoints an Editor and underwrites the costs not covered by  
advertising. Articles published express the views of the authors and not the Council or Editor, unless otherwise stated.

All Advertising
Jackie Wilson
jackiemrwilson@gmail.com

Prices
Issue sponsorship £110
Full page £90
Half page £45
Quarter page £30

All Articles and News: 
Cath Wright but from now on, Kevin Redgewell

editor@boatofgarten.com

stay in touch with us...

@ RSPB-Community-Ranger-Abernethy-Nethy-Bridge-Boat-of-Garten
@ BoatofGartenCommunityHall
@ BoatofGarten

COMMUNITY COUNCIL NEWS 2020
The Community Council continues to operate albeit via Zoom and email!

During the early part of ‘lockdown’ things were very quiet as might be expected but the council 
has recently started to see an increase in activity from both local and national bodies in the areas 

of planning, consultations, paths, access and all the usual activities that we’ve become used to 
over the years.

 
MEETING DATES

September 14th (by Zoom)
October 19 (methodology tbc)

November 23 (methodology tbc)

Photographer (when available)
Graham Hazelgreaves
GHPhotography@gmx.com
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BOGWIG
Kate Johnson

Hearing the geese at night and seeing them drift  
gently across Milton Loch as I drive to work always 
makes me think that autumn is on the way.   Spring and 
summer this year seem to have flown by and though  
I have missed the usual activities down at the  
community woodland, the work volunteers have done 
can be seen.  17 volunteers in total moved a huge pile 
of rocks donated by Morgan Sindall and then helped to 
line the dam wall and use the rocks to secure the liner 
in place.  The mallards watched on as three volunteers 
(or mad fools) got into the loch and the rest of us tried 
not to throw the stones at them…  A lot of planning 
and work but the water levels will hopefully stay at the 
optimum level for our beautiful loch if we get another 
dry spell as we did in 2018.  The rocks you see along 
the dam wall will have vegetation placed on top to  rot 
down, providing soil for plants to grow and help cover 
the liner and mesh everything together.  

If you are walking in the woodland, you may have  
noticed that the path is becoming more overgrown 
as grass covers the surface.  Mike Dixon has been  
mowing the sides for us, for which I am incredibly grateful.  
We have been in consultation with the Cairngorms Park  
Authority who are investigating what would be best for 
us to do - watch this space!

In December, Karen from ‘Naturally Useful’ will be here 
to build our living willow boat, the Ark of Caledon, for 
our willow animals to head towards.  This is an exciting 
part of our project.  Though I have seen sketches of it, I 
can’t wait to see the real thing emerge!  

The badger hide has reopened, with restrictions and 
health and safety measures in place and the badgers 
seem happy to have people back in their environment.  
The feeders in Deshar woods continue to provide the 
birds and squirrels with food and locals and visitors 
with entertainment watching them.  Thanks to the  
volunteers who continue to run the badger hide and fill 
the feeders.  

The next working party will be on Saturday 3rd  
October 10 am – 12 ish.  If you are not already on my 
email list for volunteers and would like to know more, 
please drop me an email to katejohnson197234@gmail.
com.  Though the working parties tend to be based 
around Milton Loch and the community woodland, 
BOGWIG (Boat of Garten Wildlife Group) has a range of 
initiatives going on that require volunteers.  



Loch Garten Lockdown
Sarah White

As for everyone, life at  
Abernethy Reserve (and for 
me as Community Ranger) has  
dramatically changed this  
summer. Our seasonal team  
arrived at the beginning of March expecting to 
spend the summer working five days a week in 
a busy Visitor Centre, the reality has been very  
different. They have instead played a vital role in 
a wider team — patrolling the trails, preventing  
wildfires and chatting to visitors from a safe distance. 
With multiple daily patrols our team of six has walked 
over 1700 miles around the trails between April and  
August!

Here are a few words from some of the team, who have 
had a summer on Abernethy Reserve that won’t soon 
be forgotten. (All their encounters with other people 
took place adhering to social distancing guidelines!)

Elsa Tokunaga: “You couldn’t ask for a better place to be 
in during lockdown. Patrolling in this area has become 

a vital part of my work and my mental health. Having 
an excuse to leave my home, stay local, and get to know 
the people that also call this place their home has been 
revitalising and valuable.”

Rishane Colas: “With this being my very first time 
in Scotland, I have to say I’ve been amazed at how 
welcoming and passionate about the area the  
local  community is. And now I know why! Having 
been able to watch the forest evolve as months and  
seasons go by, has been a true wonder. Each time I find 
myself on the trails, I discover something new — a new 
smell, sound, bird or plant that I try and capture with 
my camera — my faithful companion, with me always,  
capturing the moment at every opportunity. As a  
passionate dog lover, I’ve been delighted to meet so 
many lovely furry friends and their caring owners along 
Loch Garten, reminding me of my own pups over 1000 
miles away.”

Ewan Craig: “It has been a shame not to be able to do 
the job I came here for, sharing this wonderful place 
with visitors, but under normal circumstances I wouldn’t 
have had the opportunity to have so many lovely chats 
with locals on the trails, so that has been a real silver  
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lining for me. It has been a joy to spend so much time 
out in the woods and I feel like I have really got to know 
just about every tree down by the lochside! I have learnt 
so much just by being here, watching the changing of 
the seasons, and I am excited to see how the woods  
continue to change over the next few months.”

Rish’s Mum was inspired to paint this lovely painting of 
the team whilst they had a well-deserved, sunny day off 
exploring the reserve.

As for me, this season has definitely had its  
challenges. I missed being out and about in my  
communities, communicating face to face and being 
able to run events and group outings.    I have had to  
diversify into digital communications by expanding my 
social media outreach, building online resources and 
even a couple of zoom ‘Woodland Activity Days’ with my 
monthly Alzheimers Scotland group proving a technical  
challenge. But I have also taken the opportunity to  
explore miles of trails in Grantown, spend hours in the 
back garden listening to the Swifts, and catching up and 
meeting — at a distance — so many lovely local people 
out on the Reserve. 

Alison Fielding Retires

Alison Fielding retired as Chair of BOG Community 
Council. Alison has given many years service to the  
community both as chair and, prior to that, as a  
member of the Council. She has given many hours 
of her time over the years to instigate and support  
initiatives that have helped to improve facilities and  
services for the village. This has entailed her  
spending a great deal of time working, not only with  
local people, but with other local and national agencies 
such as Highland Council and CNPA.  The legacy of her 
time on the Council can be seen all around the village 
from the newly opened All Abilities Path to the annual 
Spring Clean and litter pick!!

The Community Council took the opportunity to make a 
small (socially distanced) presentation to Alison to mark 
her retirement and wish her well for the future.
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Dr Steve Goodall has asked if anyone can help identify the men in the above 
photo? He thinks the photo is of the Boat of Garten Platoon, 2nd East  

Inverness-shire and Nairnshire Home Guard and would be dated about 1942.

If you can help at all please email Steve on dalcharn19@yahoo.co.uk
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Health Walk
Anne Goodall

After many weeks when it was impossible to gather for our regular Health Walks, we are out again!

We have had to adjust to walking 2 meters apart, again appreciating the ‘Capercaille Trail’ which is ideally suited to 
this new normal. We gather, suitably distanced, in the Community Garden and then set off in small groups.

Once the walk is finished we meet up again in the Community Garden. Everyone brings a drink and we can chat in 
our small groups. It is wonderful to meet together and chat.

Anne Goodall
01479 831 562
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MY LIFE IN STASIS
Jackie Wilson

For the majority of local businesses, lockdown 
has meant closing down operations in line with  
Government instructions.  There are at least two local  
operators who have continued to work during the entire  
period, and whose services have been appreciated 
greatly by members of the community, and in particular 
by me.  There will be others, perhaps many, but these 
are just my personal reminiscences of people who 
have helped me in their different ways throughout the  
period.

In the case of the Post Office Village Shop, Beth,  
David and the team have worked hard to provide us with 
food, drink and other essential supplies throughout the 
entire period.  In the early days when there were local  
shortages, David shuttled up and down to Inverness  
daily in search of flour, pasta, toilet paper – you name 
it, he found it – all in addition to the daily workload.  It 
was during these times that the shop had to curtail its  
opening hours, just to allow time to source the goods, 
take deliveries and stack shelves whilst maintaining 
customer (and staff) safety.  In addition, the post office 
offered a delivery service to vulnerable households, all 
of which involved more organisation, more time, more 
petrol.  In the midst of it all, David ended up in hospital 
for several days and the long hours have taken their toll 
on Beth’s health as well.  

Of course, they couldn’t have made it through without 
the help of their loyal staff, and it has been a godsend 
that son Callum has been at home to provide support 
both on the work front and behind the scenes at home.  
Because of the physical size of the shop and the need to 
maintain distancing, some staff had to be furloughed for 
a period and one member of staff has been a casualty 
of the situation and has been made redundant. On a 
lighter note, David is sporting some lovely curls and a 
full beard, whilst his knobbly knees remain unchanged!  
Let’s hope that nothing intervenes in the next few 
weeks to prevent them escaping for a week’s relaxation 
in mid-September – ideally somewhere with no internet 
or mobile signal!

If you are a yoga practitioner, like me, you’ll be well 
aware of Sara Paul and how she has adapted her  
business model to continue offering yoga sessions by  
alternative means.  Sara, of GetSetFit, invited her  
regulars to subscribe (for a very low fee) to on-line yoga 
sessions, with a new session posted three times per 
week.  It was an enormous learning curve for her, both 
taking on the role of on-line screen performer whilst 
also learning the technical aspects of filming – there 
were inevitably a few early hiccups.  It’s a bit of fun to 
compare her earlier attempts in this new arena to the 
professionalism of her current presentations, achieved 
with the technical support of husband Suresh!  

Like many young parents, Sara has had to combine this 
new work regime with home schooling her daughter 
– no mean feat – whilst continuing to update her own 
training and development.  With the gradual loosening 
of restrictions, she has offered outdoor yoga (weather 
permitting), but with very restricted numbers in order 
to comply with Government instructions.  Last Friday, 
the grass was very wet (definitely too wet), but that 
didn’t deter Sara from holding a class – “Just put your 
mats down on the road, it’s a cul-de-sac so no through 
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traffic”.  The only person inconvenienced was the postman, who had to park and walk a wee bit further to deliver his 
mail, but he didn’t seem to mind.  Looking ahead, it shouldn’t be too long before “normal” classes can resume, albeit 
with lower numbers – planning for that is already in process. 

What’s on your

Your community needs you, now more than ever, to think about HEALTH & WELLBEING.

By giving HEALTH & WELLBEING its place across all 
community settings, we can increase the provision of 
support and compassion by reaching out and simply 
being there.

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

On behalf of the Highland Suicide Prevention Forum we are sending out a plea to all 
community groups, from football clubs to mother & toddler groups, from knitting clubs to 
boxing clubs, no matter how big or small, to put HEALTH & WELLBEING on your 
agenda.

It is really simple but REALLY important, add HEALTH & WELLBEING to your meeting 
agendas and consider how your group supports the health & wellbeing of your members 
and your community. Everyone has the power to make a difference……….

OFFICIAL
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Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks 
VISTA Boat of Garten to Nethy Bridge Project

Construction works in and around your area 

Safety is always our first priority at Scottish and  
Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN) and with this in 
mind, we ask that you please remain vigilant of signage 
or direction around the construction works and do not 
enter our working areas. Users of the access tracks 
are asked to obey signage and are reminded that large  
vehicles and construction traffic are also using the 
tracks.

Works in Boat of Garten

July 
Through July the project team carried out joint-
ing works of the MAG2 underground cable circuit 
along with preparation works in Boat of Garten  
substation for the energisation of the MAG2 circuit.  
Works continued on the cable duct installation of the  
Glenfarclas (GF) 132kV circuit between Boat of  
Garten substation and where the new cable sealing end  
tower will be erected in Nethy bridge, these works were 
completed ready for the installation of the GF 132kV 
cable in August. Reinstatement works and stone track 
removal throughout the route will continue. 

August 
During the month of August, we were energising the 
132kV MAG2 underground cable between the new  
cable sealing end tower at Docharn woods and 
Boat of Garten substation.  The project team also  
continued to carry out reinstatement works and  
removal of stone tracks.  Also, during August, the  
project team started the GF 132kV cable  
installation and jointing works between Boat of  
Garten substation and the newly erected cable sealing 
end tower in Nethy Bridge. At Boat of Garten substation 
preparation works commenced ahead of the GF 132kV 
underground circuit energisation in September.

September
September will bring the commissioning and  
energisation of the GF 132kV and 33kV underground  
cable circuit between Boat of Garten substation and 
the new cable sealing end tower in Nethy bridge.  We 
will also be carrying out reinstatement works and the  
decommissioning of the existing overhead line.

Be the Difference Day 

Since the launch of SSE’s volunteering programme, 
we have helped over 2,500 projects, with our  
big-hearted employees dedicating their time to pro-
jects that matter to the communities where we live 
and work All colleagues are encouraged to “Be the  
Difference” by volunteering a day in the 
form of skills-based assistance, painting, DIY,  
gardening and even school visits.  If you have a 
project in mind that you think we could help out 
with please contact Community Liaison Manager –  
Louise Anderson on 07384 454233 who will provide you 
with further information. 

Key contacts 

If you have any concerns or queries regarding 
the works in your area, please do not hesitate to  
contact your Community Liaison Manager Louise  
Anderson and she can be contacted on 07384 454233 or  
louise.anderson@sse.com 

The project has a dedicated website at   
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/vista-boat-of-
garten-to-nethy-bridge/ 



Boat Bells 
By Anna Barton

Boat Bells started meeting a year ago to learn how to play hand chimes and members gave a well-received concert 
in the Community Hall in December. The group will start meeting again on 15th September in the Hall and complying 
with social distancing requirements. 

The group has recently raised £1,500 and is buying another full set of chimes, so there is now room for new members 
to join. If you are interested in coming along to find out more, please contact Brenda Hewlett on brenda.hewlett.bh@
outlook.com. No previous knowledge or experience necessary!

Boat Bells is the newest group under the umbrella of Boat of Garten Community Company; other groups are:

• Woodland Wheels, which is developing the Pump Track on the site of the old curling pond;
• Boat of Garten Wildlife Group (BoGWiG), that manages Milton Loch and woodlands and the Badger Hide
• Heritage Group, responsible for the sculptures, information hub, picnic table and bike rack in Station Square
• Community Garden
• Strathspey Winds
• Events Group, which organises Burns in the Boat and other events
• Website and Social Media Group, manages the business, community pages on website and village’s Facebook page

Each group has a Reporting Director on the Company’s Board; there are currently seven Directors, but some are due 
to retire, so if you would like to support any of the above groups, or the Company’s work as a whole, by joining the 
Board, please come along to the next meeting on 24th September in the Community Hall.

More information can be found on the Company’s page at www.boatofgarten.com/community/boat-of-garten-com-
munity-company.
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Woodland Wheels Pump Track Update 
By Nick March

Following the positive selection of a pump track project at the 2018 BoG Big Conversation, several  
people have been developing the idea and have used lockdown hours constructively. For those still  
unsure or inquisitive about what a Pump Track is please follow this www.pumptrack.com/find-a-
pump-track/ to see some great examples here in Scotland and around the world. The initial meeting  
directly after the Big Conversation illustrated all the areas that would need to be considered and the scope 
of such a project. The first task was to fund and complete a Feasibility Study which would give all the detail and  
essentially signal whether the project was achievable. Ali Trinder, Nick March and Nash Masson took on this task 
and have become the current components of the Woodland Wheels Group. The group became part of the BOG 
Community Company from the outset which gave it the benefit of charitable status and established governance. The  
Community Company gained ownership of the existing curling rink which was viewed as one of the biggest early 
hurdles. Following an extremely successful Crowd Funding stint the Group were able to commission Alan Jones 
to complete a Feasibility Study. This was delivered to the Company and WW Group earlier this year and gave an  
incredibly positive summary of the potential for installing a state-of-the-art pump track on the site of the old curling 
rink. 

The receipt of the Feasibility Study concluded the work that the Community Company had commissioned Alan Jones 
to carry out and it was now time to decide how to fulfil the project. To do this the WW Group requested that the 
Community Company reengage Alan Jones to fund and project manage the Pump Track to its conclusion.  Around 
the same time the WW Group were extremely fortunate to benefit from another BoG homeowner who works for 
planning consultant Monagu Evans in Glasgow. This professional donation gave as a dedicated planning consultant 
who drew together many parts from the Feasibility study and along with indicative track designs entered the concept 
for planning permission. Whilst these two tasks were set in motion the Group also created a track specification and 
entered this for a design and build tender advert into Public Contracts Scotland. This tender advert concluded on 
August 21st and the group have scored and selected the winning tender. This selection will now go forward to the  
directors of the Community Company in due course. With all the parts landing so close together it’s been an  
extremely busy few weeks. The WW Group are now in the fortunate position to be able to say that we have:

• Contracted funding and project manager
• Feasibility study
• Approved Planning Permission
• A publicly tendered design and build Pump track Project

This leads us onto the next phase which is to fund it. Alan Jones will be leading this, but we will as a group be required 
to raise funds to fulfil match funding requirements of some proposed funding sources. The WW Group are therefore 
keen to expand its numbers and bring in some of the individuals who attended the first meeting. Specifically, we are 
looking for:

• Individuals who are keen to assist with fund raising or have knowledge of individuals or Trust Funds who would       
show an interest in funding the project. 
• Company Directors. The Group is governed through the  
Community Company and we have one active director on it but are 
looking for more. 
• A mini team to build a timber fence around the perimeter of the 
grounds. We have chosen to supply and build this ourselves. 

If any of these things sound appealing and you are interested in  
assisting in the next phase of the project or have any questions then 
please email info@woodlandwheels@gmail.com
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