
Boat of Garten Community Council 

Draft Minutes of the Meeting held on 29 June 2020 via Zoom Conferencing. 

 

1. Record of attendees and Apologies received. 

Community Council Members: Brian Tolson, Alan Bennet, Valerie Fairweather, Kathryn 

Gillings, Ken Aitken, Caroline Holroyd 

Ex Officio: Muriel Cockburn, Willie McKenna 

Apologies: There were no apologies for absence. 

 

2. Minutes of Meeting of 17 February 2020 

The minutes were proposed as an accurate record of the meeting by Valerie Fairweather 

and seconded by Alan Bennet. 

 

3. Matter arising from the Minutes 

a. Signpost – Brian Tolson asked for clarification if the signpost reported down in the 

forest had been re-erected and Willie McKenna confirmed he had reported it and it 

was now in place. 

b. Tourist Tax Meeting – Brian Tolson and Alison Fielding had been due to attend a 

meeting on 24 February on this subject. Brian confirmed that due to Covid 19 the 

meeting had been cancelled. 

c. Housing Update – Alan Bennet confirmed that no new action has taken place due to 

Covid 19. 

d. All Abilities Path – The official opening of the path has been postponed due to Covid 

19 and will be rescheduled. 

e. Fire Break – The relevant estates responsible for this have confirmed that no other 

action is needed. 

f. BOG Village Sign - Ken Aitken advised that he had contacted Bear Scotland regarding 

the condition of the village sign but they had confirmed that it was not their 

responsibility but was actually the responsibility of the land owner. Brian Tolson 

requested that Ken forward him the photo of the sign and he will write to Seafield 

estates.       Action: Brian Tolson 

 

4. Appointment of Chair & Vice Chairpersons 

Due to the recent resignation of Alison Fielding from the Community Council, Caroline 

Holroyd asked the Council members to consider the appointment of a Chair and Vice 



Chair. Caroline proposed that Brian Tolson be appointed to Chair and Ken Aitken 

seconded this proposal. 

Brian Tolson proposed Ken Aitken as Vice Chair and this was seconded by Valerie 

Fairweather.  

 

5. Treasurers Report 

The Treasurers report had been circulated before the meeting by Alan Bennet who 

indicated that there had been no significant changes apart from £2704.20 coming back 

into the Environmental Account which was a refund from the All Abilities Path. Alan also 

indicated that there have been no costs from the latest BOG Standard as it was an online 

version due to Covid. 

Treasurers Account 

Balance at 04/05/20  £1636.78 

Balance at 22/06/20  £1636.78 

Credits this period:  £0 

Debits this period:   £0 

 

Environmental Account 

Balance at 04/05/20  £1125.62 

Balance at 22/06/20  £3829.82 

Credits this period:   £2704.20 (All abilities path refund) 

Debits this period:   £0 

 

6. Change to Authorised Signatory 

Alan Bennet indicated that at the moment the authorized signatories for the CC are the 

Chair, Vice Chair and Treasurer. This therefore requires Ken Aitken to become a 

signatory and Alison Fielding’s name removed. Ken agreed to this so Alan will organize 

the changes       Action: Alan Bennet 

 

7. Recognition of Alison Fielding’s service to the Community Council 

Various e mails had been exchanged between members of the council regarding the 

recognition of Alison Fielding’s significant contribution to the Community Council over 

the last 12 years.  



Following a discussion, it was agreed to purchase a tree for Alison in recognition of her 

long service to the community. Muriel Cockburn also suggested asking Alison to open 

the All abilities path once this had been rescheduled. This suggestion was also agreed by 

all.  

 

8. Osprey Festival – BOG Sign 

Alan Bennet described the new village sign that had been commissioned as part of the 

Osprey festival and that initially it had been intended to be located near the edge of the 

village and the new housing. However as the sign was a detailed and quite beautiful 

piece of art it was thought that this may not be the ideal location and that the village 

green may be better so that people can take time to look at it and appreciate it more. 

Alan has already raised this idea on the Community WhatsApp group and asked for 

feedback. All of which has been very positive. The Council members agreed with this 

proposal also. 

 

9. BOG Website 

Alan Bennet had been asked by Anna Barton (Community Company and BOG website 

administrator) if the Council could nominate a member to be responsible for updating 

the web pages on the village website that relate to the Community Council. Caroline 

Holroyd also indicated that Anna had also contacted her about this matter. 

Caroline offered to contact Anna to understand what training was required and then to 

update the web pages accordingly. Caroline also agreed to maintain the pages on the 

site relevant to the Community Council. She indicated that it may also be useful to have 

another member of the Council trained and able to use the site. Ken Aitken offered to 

do this at an appropriate opportunity.    Action: Caroline Holroyd 

 

10. All Year-Round Xmas Tree 

Alan Bennet shared with the Council the discussion that had taken place on the 

Community Matters WhatsApp  regarding the Xmas tree on the village green and that an 

idea had been put forward about planting a living Xmas tree so that it was there all year 

round. Brian Tolson asked council members for their views and indicated that at the 

moment the Xmas tree is donated by the Seafield Estate. Councillors were not in favour 

of changing to a living tree largely due to care and maintenance required throughout the 

year. Kathryn Gillings who lives opposite the Green also said that she felt people would 

not necessarily want to look at a Xmas tree all year round. Alan Bennet also indicated 

that although a living tree seems more environmentally friendly, the donated tree is 

currently part of the estate’s forestry management. 



Muriel Cockburn also raised the issue of public liability if a year-round tree was 

considered. The result was that Council members feel we should stick with the current 

arrangement and Alan will advise the participants on the WhatsApp group accordingly. 

11. AOCB 

Kathryn Gillings – Kathryn said that the Access Panel had given funds to support the All 

Abilities path but there was no mention of this on the signage on the path. Alan Bennet 

agreed that he would take this up with Heather Bantick. Action: Alan Bennet 

Ken Aitken – Ken had noticed that the cycle path that links the village and the A95 (past 

the School) was extremely overgrown but that someone has now cut it back. He was 

wondering if anyone knew who had done it as he felt they should get some recognition. 

Caroline Holroyd stated that there had been some discussion and praise for this on the 

Community Matters WhatsApp and that he could find out the name of the person from 

there. 

Valerie Fairweather – Valerie wanted to know what was happening with the leaflets 

showing village walks. Brian Tolson said he would query this with the CNPA as it had 

been minuted that Alison Fielding had requested the cost of printing another 3000. 

Willie McKenna indicated that he had raised this with the CNPA and that we needed to 

contact Peter Gray directly.     Action: Brian Tolson 

Brian Tolson – Brian updated the Councillors regarding the letter we had received from 

Sue Murray regarding the condition of the road and cycle path from the end of 

Kinchurdy Road to the Yard. Brian will be writing to Sustrans to see what if any support 

is available.       Action: Brian Tolson 

Muriel Cockburn – Muriel praised the response of the community in BOG to the Covid 

19 impact. She discussed the funding that had been given to VABS from the Highland 

Council and how well support had been provided using this resource. 

Muriel updated the Council members on the progress of the new Aviemore Hospital and 

said that it was only 2 weeks behind schedule even with the impact of the lockdown. 

The current situation had highlighted the need for the project to be on schedule as 

facilities in Grantown and Kingussie were under significant pressure. 

Muriel gave Councillors an update on working situations within the Council stating that 

staff who had been moved into Covid Support roles were now going back to their 

normal roles.   

12. Date of Next Meeting – 14 September 2020 

Brian Tolson indicated that it would be decided nearer the time whether the meeting 

would be via Zoom or face to face meeting at the Community Hall. 

 

The meeting closed at 20.15 



 

   

 

 


