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Happy winter folks! 

I tell you what, the BoG Standard is a one-stop-shop for everything this issue! I really need to draw your attention to 
the exciting vacancy right below this paragraph – go on have a look…… your Community Council needs a new Treas-
urer – full training will be given, if you might be interested please let Alison know. 

In other areas of the village we have said a fond farewell to Donald and Judith Walker (p3); we’ve had an egg-citing 
Art Festival (p4); there are business and housing opportunities (p6); our Community Ranger is finding her feet (p8); 
news from Deshar Primary (p11, 16) and there is a tremendous amount of activities you can join in with from health 
walks to classical music, ditch clearing to street dance and after all that put your feet up at a community lunch or the 
Boat Reel cinema! 

BOG Standard is published by the Community council, which appoints an Editor and underwrites the costs not covered by  
advertising. Articles published express the views of the authors and not the Council or Editor, unless otherwise stated.

All Advertising
Jackie Wilson
jackiemrwilson@gmail.com

All Articles & News: Cath Wright, Editor
coppergreen@outlook.com
3 Craig View, Deshar Road
07910 441 633

stay in touch with us...

@ RSPB-Community-Ranger-Abernethy-Nethy-Bridge-Boat-of-Garte
@ BoatofGartenCommunityHall/
@BoatofGarten

VACANCY
NEW TREASURER NEEDED 

Boat of Garten And Vicinity Community Council

The Community Council (CC) needs a new treasurer  

following the retirement from the CC by Ian  Bashford. 

Ian has kindly agreed to continue keeping the books  

until the end of this year. 

This is a Volunteer Role. Anyone interested in filling this 

vacancy can be co-opted onto the CC either as a full 

member or an associate member. If you are interested 

in helping us, do please contact Alison Fielding (Chair) 

on 831649 or email alisonannfielding@yahoo.co.uk  . 

We look forward to hearing from you.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MEETING DATES
 

WEDNESDAY  5th December 

( please note change of date and day)

MONDAY 14th January

MONDAY 25th February

MONDAY 25th March

All meetings are in the Community Hall at 7pm
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Farewell to our Minister, the Rev Donald Walker

Our Minister, the Rev Donald Walker and his wife Judith, 
have retired after serving for five years, both here in Boat of  
Garten and Carrbridge, Kincardine and Nethybridge.  This time 
also marks 39 years of Donald’s service with the Church of  
Scotland in this country, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  

A joint service was held in St Columba’s church, Boat of  
Garten on Sunday 28 October where over 200 people  
attended to bid them a fond farewell.  They were presented 
with a Jeff and Alice Buttress chunky, carved garden bench 
which will go with them to their new home in Grantown on 
Spey. Sufficient funds were gifted to also enable a donation 
of over £1000 to be sent to support their previous very needy 
church in Zimbabwe.

During Donald and Judith’s time with us, many new initiatives 
have been introduced, not least the establishment of a strong 
union with Nethybridge and the introduction of a unitary  
constitution between Boat of Garten, Carrbridge and  
Kincardine.  They leave behind them a robust and confident 
church and we wish them a long and happy retirement.

We have been fortunate to secure the services of the Rev 
Bob Anderson who will act as Interim Moderator during the  
vacancy, overseeing the activity of our church.  

The church noticeboard will have all the information about 
forthcoming events.

Tim Walker
Session Clerk

SWRI

Our 2018 -2019 season started on September 17th with 
an excellent talk from Kim Dixon where she brought us up 
to date on the 'All Aboard for Deshar Nursery' fundraising  
project in the village. Then at our October meeting on the 
15th Mary Stewart gave a most informative talk on Sensory 
Gardens in Speyside and the benefits they bring to many in 
our area.

We will be celebrating our 80th Birthday at a party we are 
holding on the 26th November where guests including the 
Church Guild and other local SWRIs will also be invited.

After our festive break our programme restarts on  
January 21st with Sara Paul explaining the benefits of  
Yoga and Exercise and then on February 18th Sheena Wilson 
from the Reindeer Centre will give a talk on the work done 
there.

We meet in the Boat of Garten Community Hall and  
visitors are very welcome to attend our meetings. for more 
information please contact Kate Johnson our Secretary at 
katejohnson197234@gmail.com
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The Osprey Art Exhibition held in the Boat of Gar-
ten Community Hall as part of the Year of the Osprey 
proved to be popular, as fifty-nine young people from 
the ages of five to fifteen years and fifteen adults submit-
ted art work in various mediums. A total of two hundred 
and eighty-five people voted democratically to pick the  
winning entries and so a huge thanks to all those  
involved.

The day saw approximately 350 people coming and  
going and attracted 5,500 hits on the Boat of Gar-
ten website. It is hoped that by investing in our young  
people we shall create a legacy of skills and participa-
tion within our community attracting new audiences and  
opportunities. 

ADULT CLASS WINNERS: 
1. JOANNA MCDONAHUGH received £50 cash prize from 
Swiss Wildlife photographers
2.  STEWART POTTER received a meal for two courtesy of  
Andersons Restaurant
3.  DARREN DAWSON received a £25 grooming and  
barbering session at Beautique

YOUTH CLASS WINNER:
1.  JOINT 1ST ALICE KEMSLEY & JULIA RICHERT received £25 
cash each from Swiss Wildlife photographers
2.  DYLAN MCFADYEN received a pair of binoculars  
donated by RSPB

Dylan McFadyen’s sketch was used for the front cover of the 
Osprey Book which is a Deshar Primary Schools project funded 
by the Boat of Garten Community Company. 

It is based on an idea by Lou Wyllie in celebration of the  
‘Year of the Osprey 2019’, 65 years residency in Strathspey  
and 60 years management by the RSPB. It has been written  
and illustrated by children in the upper school with sup-

port from Artist  
Alan Grieve, RSPB 
Community Learning 
Officer Sarah Walker 
and teacher Jonathan 
Marshall.

The book will go on 
sale locally from 12th 
November 2018 at 
a mere £5, just in 
time for a brilliant  
Christmas present! 
It will also be on sale 
at the Boat of Garten 
Christmas market on 
7th December. 

In 2019 the winning 
art entries will be exhibited at the RSPB Osprey Centre. The 
book will go on sale in the RSPB shop too.

A huge thank you goes to local resident Brian O’Donnell 
and his team for accepting the challenge of designing a new  
gateway feature for entrance to the village. Brain will also 
deal with planning, installation and maintenance issues in  
relation to it being sited.

HOLIDAYS | DAY TRIPS | HIDES | TAILORMADE TOURS

SPEYSIDE WILDLIFE
Relax and enjoy the wildlife, we’ll take care of the rest

enquiries@speysidewildlife.co.uk | 01479 812498

WWW.SPEYSIDEWILDLIFE.CO.UK

Fully inclusive wildlife watching experiences in the  
Cairngorms National Park, around Scotland, UK and Overseas
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Possible Business Units for Boat of Garten

Following the Community Consultation last April, Duncan 
Stewart offered to investigate options of providing Business 
Units within the Boat of Garten area. He has reported  
progress on a number of fronts. He had discussions with 
Douglas Norris of Strathspey Railway Company (SRC) about 
them providing a site on the Railway Yard north of the  
railway bridge, where it is estimated there would be room 
for 2 Portacabins plus parking. Portacabins would not require 
planning permission if considered ‘temporary’ but would 
not qualify for ‘grant aid’. For a more permanent structure it 
would be necessary to apply for planning permission. These 
would qualify for ‘grant aid’ of 20%.

The options of the Railway owning the development or  
leasing the land are both possible.

Duncan has also had discussions with Alistair McMillan of 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE). He advises that the 
following steps should be taken 
a)  Discussion with local business people who may be inter-
ested in investing in such a development
b)  Engaging with the community, particularly the younger 
residents to gauge interest
c)  Following this research creating a plan and checking via-
bility

The Inverness contact for Portacabins is Annie Kerr. She  
advises that a new portacabin of 33sqM is about £20k +VAT. 
They also have refurbished units from their depot in York at a 
more reasonable price.

Duncan Stewart is suggesting, having made initial enquir-
ies, that it would be best if a community group of interested  
residents be established to take this forward. We already 
know of three individuals who have expressed interest 
in having a portacabin or permanent structure for rent. 
The first stage is to set up a steering group of interested  
people to undertake further investigation. Duncan is willing to  
co-ordinate the setting up of a steering group.

Anyone interested in this, should contact Duncan Stewart at 
duncanste@gmail.com   he will then be able to provide more 
details.

Housing Meeting Update
Alison Fielding

A successful meeting was held on 1st October in the  
Community Hall. Those present were able to hear from Ronnie 
MaCrae, Highland Small Communities Housing Trust, and David 
Greer, Seafield Estate. Ronnie outlined the various options for 
providing small pockets of additional affordable housing and 
David gave a commitment to providing land for the purpose.

A survey of ‘Housing Need’ was completed by all those present. 
Participants were also asked if they would be willing to join a 
Steering Group to investigate further, the option of Community 
Owned Housing and seven people put their names forward. A 
meeting of the Steering Group will be held on 28th November. 

Further updates will appear in subsequent issues of the BOG 
Standard.

Mobile Mast Update
Alison Fielding

A pre-application (planning) consultation has been received 
from CTIL/Gallifordtry, the mast Company, regarding another 
possible site for the mast. They have negotiated with Strathspey 
Railway Company(SRC) to use land to the north of the railway 
bridge where SRA have another sizeable yard. The plan is to 
place it in the far corner of this yard with a semi-circle of trees 
behind it.

The residents of the two houses below the site, by Milton 
Loch, were consulted by the community council and neither  
household raised any concerns. At our recent  
Community Council meeting the matter was fully discussed  
and we concluded that this site should be supported.  In our 
opinion it is vastly more suitable than any other site previously 
considered. 

Should anyone have concerns then do contact any member of 
the Community Council whose details are on the website.
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01479 872800

info@heilanloos.co.uk 

Achnagonalin Industrial Estate,  Grantown-on-Spey,  PH26 3TA

facebook.com/heilanloos 

heilanloos.co.uk 

when was the last time 
you had your 

septic tank emptied?

Septic Tanks
We o�er a septic tank emptying and cleaning service across the Highlands. Based 
near Inverness, in Grantown-on-Spey, our specialist vehicles and highly 
experienced sta� get the job done quickly and e�ciently.

Although we are able to o�er an emergency septic tank service, we do recommend 
booking an annual service. This maintenance will prevent unexpected blockages 
and odours, which inevitably occur when you least want them to! The cost of 
servicing a septic tank varies depending on your location and how quickly you 
need it done. If you can group together with your neighbours the price will be 
lower.

As well as tankers we have a 4x4 vehicle with a trailer tank, which means we can get 
to remote and hard-to-reach locations if required.

Contact Us
To �nd out more about our luxury loos, toilet hire or septic tank service, please 
get in touch. 

BOG STANDARD - WINTER 2018
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Community Ranger

Hello, it’s lovely to be  
writing my second Bog  
Standard article having now 
settled into my post a bit 
more. Boat is such a lovely,  
welcoming village and the  
wildlife and nature right on 
the doorstep is wonderful.  
Having spent a few years  
moving around on short-term 
contracts it is lovely to be 
watching the seasons change 
in the same spot and autumn is 
the most spectacular seasonal 
change. 

One of the highlights of my 
week, is my ranger-ing of 
Deshar woods. Every week 
I designate a few of my 
Boat hours to wandering 
around the trails (I really do 
have the best job EVER!). 
The experience is differ-
ent every time. Maybe I 
come across a flock of birds 
down by the yard - a mix of  
Coal Tits, Chaffinches, 
Goldcrests and Treecreepers. 

Or a particularly playful pair of squirrels chasing each oth-
er around the pines near the squirrel feeders. Sometimes 
the sky is especially blue and the blaeberry golden and glit-
tery with the sunlight, sometimes it is grey and moody and 
threatening rain. 

Earlier in the autumn I spent a whole morning staring at 
the Wood Ant nests, searching for the Shining Guest Ant, a  
massively under-recorded and genuinely tiny and shiny ant 
(being surveyed as part of the Rare Invertebrates in the 
Cairngorms Project). Deshar is glorious as you never know 
what you might be lucky enough to stumble across.

A few weeks ago, I started my wandering at 9ish and 
met no-one else, except a magnificent male Capercaillie  
within a few metres of one of the main paths. As I  
approached the male flew from the Blaeberry and  
disappeared deeper into the forest when it heard me  
coming, startling me out of my daydream. At this time of year, 
the males are feeding up for the winter and I have had a few 
recent reports of sightings in Deshar. Every time I am lucky 
enough to spot a Caper I have to pinch myself. This is the  
biggest Grouse species in the world and I have a chance of  
spotting one when I am at work! Many people travel  
long distances for the chance of a glimpse and I 
see one on a Tuesday morning! Although we are 
no longer in the sensitive season for breeding  
Capercaillie, it is worth remembering that they are still  
about, still in the forest and still potentially close to the paths. 

As part of monitoring the Capercaillie in Deshar we are  
carrying out a very quick survey to gauge how residents and  
users of Deshar wood feel about some of the signage in 
place during the breeding season. There is a weblink for the 
survey on the Community Ranger Facebook page as well as 
a paper copy included in this issue of the Bog Standard. If 
you could take 5 minutes to fill out the questions, we would 
be very grateful, and you might win a delicious treat in time 
for the festive season. This is a chance for you to give us 
feedback about using Deshar and any feedback will be very  
gratefully received. 

Feel free to contact me with any questions at  
communityranger@rspb.org.uk.

In other exciting news, the wildlife of the Cairngorms is to 
be the focus of an entire year of the BBC Autumn, Winter 
and Springwatch programmes. Focusing on the Cairngorms 
Connect project, the BBC are going to show the very best of 
British Wildlife throughout the seasons from a base in Nethy 
Bridge. More details on this will follow, with the first set of 
programmes due to be broadcast at the end of January.

Indoor Bowling Club
The indoor bowling club meets every Wednesday in 

the Community Hall at 19.00-21.00

We have been in the village since the 80’s and we 
are a very friendly group. Unfortunately this year our 
membership numbers have fallen and we have had to 

come out of the local league.

With Boat of Garten’s population growing it would be 
nice to see new members. We can supply bowls and 

will give tuition to those new to the game
Please come along and give it a try you will be very 

welcome.



December 2018

Flitting, Rediscovering, Thanking, Lighting up.

Dear friends

Anyone out there who enjoys moving to a new house?  
Not too many, probably!  They say it is one of the 
most stressful periods of one’s life, with all that is in-
volved. The whole process can be emotionally and  
physically challenging, and tiring.  However, it can also be a  
most interesting time when belongings, once  
forgotten, surface, and occasionally ‘lost’ treasures are  
rediscovered. 

In preparation for us flitting from the Manse, twenty-six 
small stones have been rediscovered. Some time ago Boat of  
Garten Church hosted an open prayer day, part of a Presbytery 
wide initiative, where people could come, walk round various  
‘stations’, read of initiatives, be informed, and go to a  
quiet space to pray, to give thanks, to lift people and situations 
up to God. At one table people were encouraged to write, 
in felt tip pen, a ‘Word of Life’ a word that was important to 
them in the Christian journey.  Here are some of these 26 –  
‘humility, love, truth, vision, forgiveness, peace, joy, let the 
message shine forth’.  

These words remind me of Jesus, an amazing person He came 
as the Son of God but also as a servant to live, demonstrate 
his love, and to die for us on the cross to cleanse us from all 
wrong, and to enable us to have a wonderful relationship with 
God, a life of lasting joy and security.  I do hope that you are 
able to spend time reflecting on his life and character, to read  
something in the gospel stories of his self-giving love, and to 
discover, perhaps for the first time, or to rediscover, who he 
was and is, the King of kings and Saviour.  He is the greatest 
treasure we can discover, and he wants us to know and love 
him. 

Judith and I thank all who have been generous, given us cards 
and wished us well for our retirement.  We will continue our 
friendship with you whenever we meet, in Grantown or Boat 
of Garten, or in one of the neighbouring villages, or maybe 
on a walk somewhere.  Our prayers are with you and with 
the Parish Churches of Abernethy linked with Boat of Garten,  
Carrbridge and Kincardine, as the people there continue to  
worship, witness, pray, and serve, and for the Nominating  
Committee, once formed, to discover the right minister for 
this ABCK charge. An exciting prospect!

One other stone had this word on it – ‘light’, a symbol often 
used at Christmas, a symbol of Jesus lighting up the world,  
coming to dispel the darkness and to open us up to the glory 
and wonder of God’s love and truth.

May God bless you and those you love this Advent season and 
Christmas.

Donald Walker
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Tigers in the Woods!
By Pauline Rutherford, a Visiting Naturalist

Of course I’m not talking about the cat variety but a ground 
beetle, in fact a Green Tiger Beetle – Cicindela campestris. 
These beetles are between 10mm and 15mm long, and are 
metallic green in colour with cream spots on the back. Male 
and females are very similar in appearance but the female 
has the addition of two black spots above the two central 
cream ones. 

When they fly they look like iridescent jewels, and move 
very fast across the ground but fly quickly when disturbed. 
They love sunny areas especially bare ground with no vege-
tation; bare ground warms up quickly which means they can 
hunt their prey faster.  They live off spiders and ants and dig  
burrows in the ground where they wait for these insects to 
fall into the “traps” where they can grab it and take to their 
larvae waiting in the burrows below. 

They are one of the fastest insects in Britain and are common 
and widespread throughout the UK. We have found them in 
the woods in Boat of Garten, Dell Woods in Nethy-bridge and 
in the Abernethy Forest. 

So next time you go for a walk look at the bare ground areas 
and see if you can see a “Tiger”!

Pauline Rutherford is a member of the British Naturalists Association 
(BNA) in South Yorkshire and has been coming to Boat of Garten for 24 
years . The BNA is one of the oldest natural history groups in UK and was 
established in 1905. Its sole aim is to promote the study of natural history 
and is the national body for naturalists. 

Our website is www.bna-naturalists.org South Yorkshire has a Facebook 
page – BNA South Yorkshir, Twitter - @syorksbna

Please take a look and contact me for further information 
bnasouthyorkshire@gmail.com
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 Alban Tree Care & Consultancy 

Graduate tree specialists 
Fully Qualified & Insured 
All aspects of Tree surgery 
Consultancy from tree surveys to woodland 
management  
Mobile Sawmilling 
Firewood - Hard/softwood or mixed loads, split or 
logs 
Wood chip for garden use 
Wood splitter hire 

For a free quote or information please call us or visit our website: 
        

     01479 821135 or 07595 300026  
  www.albantreecare.com  albantreecare@me.com 

BOG STANDARD - WINTER 2018
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NEWS FROM DESHAR PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

The Year of the Osprey 
 
Deshar Primary had a very busy start to the session learning all about the osprey in preparation for Boat of Garten’s 
The Year of the Osprey event. Sarah Walker from RSPB gave a visual demonstration of the osprey’s migration voyage 
and Primary 4-7 followed this up with a collaborative piece of writing about an osprey family and the problems they 
encounter on their voyage. The children illustrated their story with the help of artist, Alan Grieve. Look out for the 
book which is now published and available in local shops and at the RSPB Osprey Centre.  
 

     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Learning about Osprey migration with Sarah Walker from RSPB 
 

The children performed a choreographed dance which told the story 
of the osprey’s journey and sang a song composed especially for the 
event by local guitarist Gilly. 
 
       
Practising build, build, build a nest with Gilly 
 
Following a lot of hard work and behind the scene preparations the 
event itself was a great success. Activities on the day included face painting and kite making workshops.  

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A loud, musical procession announced the start of the performance 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12

BOG STANDARD - WINTER 2018

Finlay Henderson read the osprey story to a packed audience.  
 

                
 
               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Performing dance and song  
 
Deshar Primary would like thank Lou Wylie and the Boat of Garten Community Company for including us in this 
wonderful community event, for organizing the workshops and choreographing the whole performance.                 
 
 
Forest Schools 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forest schools continue this session with apples cooking on a ‘leave no trace’ fire pit. The bumper harvest of apples 
from the school garden was also used to make a huge apple crumble which was enjoyed by everyone. 
 

       
 
Lagganlia 
 
Deshar Primary 6 joined pupils from Abernethy and Carrbridge for 
a residential trip to Lagganlia Outdoor Centre. They had a 
fantastic time rock climbing, canoeing, gorge walking, learning 
archery while making connections and new friendships.  
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Delivering to you the client:
! Planning to Completion on New Build, 

Extensions and Renovations
! Eco Friendly Specifications
! Timber Frame Manufacturer
! General Building Maintenance & Repair
! Replacement Windows, Doors and Stairs
! Kitchen Showroom & Full Time Designer
! Value for Money

Tel: 01479 872818
or visit our website 
www.awlaing.com

Established in 1921

Drew Hendry

We have much to be happy about here in the Highlands 
– not least our stunning surroundings and the warming 
Highland spirit I encounter when I meet people across our  
constituency. There are many benefits to rural living, but I am 
sure you will agree cost is not one of them. 

As readers will know I have long campaigned for fairness in 
energy costs for Highland residents. As many of you quite 

rightly point out to me when you write to me on this issue, it 
is scandalous that we still pay 2 – 4 pence per unit more for 
our electricity than people living elsewhere, when we live in 
an area of energy production. 

Then there are the rising prices for heating oil and liquid 
heating gas. The market remains completely unregulated - 
effectively delivering monopoly pricing for fuel.  It really is 
a simple area to fix, and I have urged the Energy Minister 
to bring off-grid fuel supplies under the remit of Ofgem, to 
ensure consumers get a fair deal. 

Of course, there is that other fairness challenge we all know 
too well - that of unfair delivery charges. The problem is 
well known; you purchase an item online, you’ve done your 
homework and found a site that says, ‘free delivery’ or  
‘deliver to all mainland UK’, you get all the way through your 
order to those final clicks only to get a message pop up with 
the familiar message; “I’m afraid that we don’t deliver to your 
postcode” or “For your postcode there will be an additional 
charge”. It’s infuriating, and in most cases, it’s in breach of 
the advertising code. These conditions absolutely must be 
visible at the start of your order. 

In 2016, I took a bill to the House of Commons to tackle 
the issue and to establish a “People’s delivery Guarantee”. 
This bill would have put in place legislative protection for 
rural consumers, however despite warm words from UK  
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Government Ministers, there has still 
been no action.

My SNP colleague Richard Lochhead 
MSP and I haven’t given up on the issue 
though. Bit by bit, we have persuaded 
big companies, among them Amazon, 
to change their delivery policies. I was 
reminded of this work when I recently 
tried to order a desk from eBay. Just 
as I was about to complete my order, I 
got that dreaded “we don’t deliver to 
your postcode” cancellation message. 
Meanwhile on Amazon, I was able to 
purchase the exact item, at the same 
price, from the same seller, to the same 
Highland address, for free delivery.  
Obviously, I will be following up with 
eBay on their delivery policies, pointing 
to the action taken by Amazon. 

Last week, I also joined Menzies  
distribution to hear more about their 
new Highland Parcels initiative. They 
have introduced a flat fee service for 
almost all parcels (some really big 
ones are excluded) for only £4.99 for 
delivery and collection to any of their 
Highland depots. For only £4.99 more, 
it can be delivered to your address.  
Menzies are to be applauded for looking 
at this gap in service and showing some  
leadership where, previously, the  
industry has just thrown their hands 
in the air and trotted out the tired old 
lines about how there was nothing that 
could be done.

And, whilst this doesn’t eliminate the 
unfairness, it is a good example of a  
carrier setting an example and  
proving that it doesn’t cost the, often, 
eye watering additional costs or no 
delivery barriers that a lot of retailers 
claim. 

I also continue to work closely with the 
Highland Council Trading Standards 
team on this issue, and recently joined 
them to launch a new website, which 
allows people to report their own unfair 
delivery experiences. 

You can find out more at  
http://www.deliverylaw.uk 

Rest assured, I will continue to  
tackle these issues on your behalf, here 
at home and in Parliament.   
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Deshar Parent Council- Bonfire and Firework Night 2018

Once again Boat of Garten Moor played host to the 
Deshar PTA community Bonfire and Firework night which 
was run in order to raise funds for the Primary School’s  
‘Technology in the Classroom Project’ which aims to give 
each child individual access to a chrome book and in turn 
enhance their learning and keep them abreast of advances in  
education.

In order for the PTA to  
support the students and 
the school we rely on  
fundraising to provide the 
majority of our funds, and 
our bonfire night is our  
biggest fundraiser. 
The night was a great  
success, despite the 
weather attempting 
to dampen spirits, and  
onlookers were treated 
to an astounding firework  
display of around 25  
minutes alongside the  
traditional bonfire complete with sacrificial guy, courtesy of 
Mrs Spiers and the pupils of Deshar Primary School. 

As ever this event could not have taken place  
without help from volunteers and the local and surrounding  
community, not only for their assistance on the night but during 
the lead up with the building of the bonfire, gathering material,  
setting up the field and publicity via road signs, facebook, 
posters and good old-fashioned word of mouth.
A big thank you must be said to Jimmy Adams (for allowing us 

to use his field), Alison Fielding at the community council (for 
insurance), Steve Anderson (for single handedly providing 
all the delicious food) and his happy helpers Rosanna, Sara 
and Kat (without who Steve would have been swamped!),  
Dr Claire Vincent and Mike Ashcroft (provided onsite First 
Aid), Graham MacPherson of MacPherson Electricals (who 
provided the lighting), Gordon Garrow from the Sawmill  
(who provided chips and stakes and access to his skip!), 
George at the Steam Railway (for use of his fire beaters 
and buckets), George Ramsay of Bear Scotland (who saved 

the day by proving traffic cones at short notice), Jonny  
Gordon and Andrew Mackellar (who sacrificed themselves to  
steward the far end of the village and missed the whole 
thing!), the Bonfire Stewards and Firework Lighters, Josef (for 
clearing up the fire the next day - legend!) and least of all to 
all the nameless parents and teachers who on the night ran 
around making things run smoothly, the children, residents 
of Badenoch and Strathspey, visitors to the area and anyone 
else who helped to make the event so special.

This event can only take place with the effort of volunteers, 
and without the approval of Police, Highland Council and Fire 
Brigade we would not be able to run this event now or in the 
future.

On the night we raised a total of £2855.30 and donations are 
generously still coming in, so a HUGE THANKYOU to everyone 
for supporting us and in turn the students of our little rural 
school.

Health Walk

In September the Health Walk hired the Community  
Transport Minibus and 18 of us enjoyed a day out at The 
Highland Folk Museum in Newtonmore. We had a great day 
– lots of childhood memories were shared and the Sweetie 
Shop was a popular destination!

More recently we had a good walk on the old Tulloch Moor 
Road and were entertained to Afternoon Tea at Maureen 
Smyth’s house afterwards.

We are delighted that two new leaders have recently  
undergone training – Carol Casey and Patrice Martin. We 
benefit from having a good number of trained leaders to call 
on especially during holiday times.

Do join us on our regular walks. We meet every Wednes-
day at the gate of the Community Garden at 1.30 and walk 
for about an hour, tailoring the route and length to suit the  
individual members and weather conditions. We walk 
through the winter months unless the conditions are icy.

And, of course, always enjoy a cup of tea at Dow’s afterwards!

Anne Goodall (831 562)
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Milton Loch

It’s not often I’m hoping for rain but I am at the moment!  
As you will know, we had an unusually dry Spring/ Summer, 
with the water levels in the river Spey being at their lowest 
for 70 years. This has had an impact on our lovely loch.  The  
water that feeds Milton Loch comes across the moor, and 
there has been no seasonal lochan for a while. The moor itself 
has been very dry and only two of many burns are running 
into the normal tributaries. All the local lochs are very low, 
and the water table needs to rise dramatically until we see an  
impact on our loch. A couple of months solid rain should do 
it… Added to this, we have a leak in the dam.  We have looked 
for it, and Billy Richardson has done a lot to seal it where  
possible (you may have seen him knee deep in mud and  
water on many occasions).  It is better than it was, but not 
completely fixed.  So that is a job to investigate – anyone with 
any skill or knowledge in that area please get in touch.

You may not be aware, but the loch and woodland is  
currently owned by the community council, having been  
gifted to the village by the Reidhaven estate.  
Community councils are not allowed to own land anymore,  
so the Community Company have kindly agreed to take over  
ownership. This has been a lengthy legal process but by the 
end of December, ownership should (fingers crossed) have 
changed hands.  

It is always lovely to talk to people about how they view the 
loch and woodland, their vision for it and their ideas.  Do feel 
free to come to any of our working parties (advertised on 
Facebook and around the village).  You don’t need to get wet 
and muddy, there are always jobs for all abilities and it is an 
opportunity for you have a hot drink and biscuit while talking 
to other like-minded people.  The next working party date is 
January 5th 10 am – 11 am.  It is unlikely that much work will 
get done but mulled wine and mince pies will be consumed!  

Other dates so far for 2019 are 2nd March – 10 am – 12 noon 
and 11th May 10 am – 12 noon.  

Kate Johnson katejohnson197234@gmail.com 

2 DAYS, 2 WORLDS – 1 MASTER PUPPETEER

There is always so much going on in the village, but in the 
middle of October there was a particularly memorable week,  
focused in the main on young people, and spanning two totally  
different musical genres.  The person pulling the strings for these 
two events was, once again, Ann Napier – but what a wealth of  
puppetry she performed, no tangled strings here!

Day 1:  The World of the String Quartet

The entertainment kicked off with 
a Children and Family concert, free 
to the audience and performed 
by the amazing Maxwell String  
Quartet, who were in the village to 
perform in the evening as guests of 
TOMS (The Osprey Music Society).  

Their children’s concert explained 
the concept of a string quartet to 
the youngsters who crowded into 
Boat of Garten Community Hall 
– “We’re just four friends who 
use our instruments to hold a conversation”, which all sounds  
simple enough!  This perfect introduction led onto workshops 
in violin and cello for a wide range of participants, both in terms 
of age (one oldie at 77) and ability (one tiny tot with one week’s 
experience), all of which culminated in the workshop groups 
coming together at the end of their afternoon sessions to  
perform an ensemble piece, alongside their tutors, the  
Maxwell Quartet.  That ensemble performance represented  
another learning curve for the participants – progressing from a 
correct but dull first attempt, gradually transforming itself into a 
dynamic and balanced performance which thoroughly engaged 
their audience.  

You’ll see from the photos that it was a very relaxed affair – 
then the four professionals had to make a dash, do their own  
practice, grab a bite to eat and don their tuxedos for the evening 
performance, when they enthralled their audience with music 
by Haydn, Fauré and Beethoven.
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All maintenance and repairs carried 
out by a professionally trained 
technician in a well-equipped 

workshop 
 

All types of bicycle welcome 

 

All work, from a puncture to a major 
overhaul, carried out at competitive 

rates 
 

Mullingarroch Cycle Repairs 
Mullingarroch Steading 

Street of Kincardine 
Boat of Garten, PH24 3BY 

 

Contact: Mick Morris 
Mob. 07775 905233 

CSA Certification 
Professional Level 3 Diploma in Cycle Maintenance 

 

Cycle 
Repairs 
and Building 
• Puncture repairs 

• Wheel building and truing 

• Gear adjustment and fitting 

• Suspension adjustment, 
replenishment and repair 

• All cable and hydraulic 
brakes serviced and repaired 

• Frame alignment checks 

• Bike assembly 

• Full service and 
maintenance plans available 
for any bicycle 

 

Unit 10.3 | Dalfaber Industrial Estate | Aviemore | PH22 1ST

stevenbrandjoinery

www.stevenbrandjoineryltd.co.uk

stevenbrandjoinery.ltd@outlook.com

t: 01479 812 362  m: 07985 115 582 

/stevenbrandjoineryltd

using a timber of your choice

created by skilled craftsmen

designed with you

to be enjoyed by you

Custom designed and built furniture from the Highlands 
  

JOINERY LTD
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Day 2:  The World of Urban Street Dance

In complete contrast, the next day’s  
musical event was a first for the village – 
the arrival of the ever-cool Johnny Mac, 
a teacher of urban street dance, straight 
from the streets of London – we don’t  
often see this brand of cool on the streets 
of Boat of Garten!   He wowed the young-
sters who attended the two workshops  
– yes, it was another day of participation for everyone involved, 
whilst in this case the oldies had to restrict themselves to a 
spectator role. It was particular fun to see six of the youngsters 
from the previous day’s classical violin and cello workshops 
as they took to the floor and showed a different side to their  
character, exhibiting their HipHop, Breaking, Popping and  
Locking.  

Johnny Mac is a big name in the world of Street Dance,  
working in theatres and dance schools in the capital, where 
he is recognised as  
having contributed an 
added dimension with 
his unique brand of  
“urban street”.  Whilst up  
“visiting his mum” Sue 
McLaren, who lives in the 
village, he gave his time free 
of charge in support of the 
village All Aboard Appeal.  
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Sunday 9 December 2018, MR McFALL’S CHAMBER 

Piano – Graeme McNaught: Violins – Cyril Garac and Robert McFall: Viola – Brian Schiele: Cello – Su-a Lee: Double Bass – Rick Standley
Mozart, Mendelssohn, Astor Piazzolla 

Winners of the “Performers of the Year” award at the 2018 Scottish Awards for New Music, they’re coming to Boat of Garten 
where they will perform Mozart, Mendelssohn and Piazzolla.

Mr McFall’s Chamber was formed with the aim of creating new audiences, new music and new directions in music. The group 
has a policy of mixing widely different styles in the same programme – anything from progressive rock, tango, cartoon classics, 

folk, jazz, early music to contemporary classical – to introduce audiences to music they otherwise might not encounter. 

They have been described as 'the jewel in the Scottish musical crown' by The Scotsman and lauded as 'potentially the most  
important single development on the Scottish music scene for a long time' by The Herald. It consists of string quartet, bass, 

piano, percussion and sometimes vocals - and more as required.  

Come along and enjoy their music on 9th December – 7.30pm in the Community Hall.

Purchase tickets from Ann Napier, e-mail: ann.nap@btinternet.com  or call 01479 831213: 07850752757

Community Garden

The community garden strong band of 
volunteers had their last work party of 
the year, picking up leaves. Today we 
had two very sensible and hardworking 
children, grandchildren of Sal Hayes, to 
help. There were 13 adults. 

All year we have been supplied with  
delicious nibbles by eight different  
gardeners, and today's reward was  
excellent scones from Sandy Stewart...
with crab apple jelly and butter on top.

We collected two brown bins full (very 
full) - and eight big bin bags of leaves, 
which were kindly taken away in a  
trailer. 

Thank you to those who helped all year. 
There are more altogether than were 
able to be with us for the final day. 

If you would like to join us, we start 
again next April.

Sue Murray 831 012
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My mother, Winnie, had older twin brothers, David and John. Both served in World War Two:  
David in the Far East where he was imprisoned in the infamous camp, Changi. There, he experienced  
privation and hardship that is almost unimaginable today, including lining up each morning on parade 
with his comrades some of whom were, at random shot. John served in North Africa. For some time 
in the war, back in Scotland, Winnie, her older sister, Jean, and their parents did not know whether 
David was dead or alive.

After hostilities ceased in Europe, North Africa and the Far East, it took some time to bring all our 
servicemen home. David survived, and was eventually brought home by ship via the Suez Canal.  
It became known to the ship's captain that David’s brother, John, was in the vicinity in Egypt. He 
stopped the ship to allow the twin brothers to meet up, after their years of service in opposite parts 
of the globe.  Neither had known what had happened to the other. It was the kind of reunion that 

makes for dramatic scenes in Hollywood movies, yet thanks to that act of humanity by the ship's captain, it occurred in real life.
Both came home to Scotland to a hero's welcome, and went on to marry, raise families - in David's case in Inverness - and to 
lead happy, hardworking, and successful lives. 

On 11th November, we remembered those who fell. It was a privilege to march in the parade from the Legion to Cavell Gardens 
and attend the service at the Inverness High Church.  Anyone who has visited the Town House will see the names of those who 
gave their lives not just in World War Two but of course in World War One, so that we would have ours.

Each family has stories to tell about their forebears serving in wars.  Sharing these stories reminds us of the extraordinary  
sacrifice that they made for us to enjoy liberty.  I hope that we can all ensure that our own children and grandchildren learn 
from us the individual stories of ordinary people in their own families who did extraordinary things for us all and to whom we 
will always be grateful.

With kind regards,

Fergus Ewing MSP
Inverness and Nairn
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HALL NEWS

Directors… comings and goings

It is with great sadness and regret that we have said goodbye 
to Caroline Bashford and Helen Walker, who both have made 
fantastic contributions to the running of the Community Hall, 
not just at Board level, but by being very hands-on with Hall 
activities. 

In due course, we have no doubt that Anne Aitken and Avril 
Joy will also make considerable impact and we welcome 
them enthusiastically to the team! 

Anne is a retired teacher, having worked in Larbert,  
Bannockburn, Aberdeen and The Netherlands, mostly in the  
Additional Needs sector in both Primary and Secondary  
education. Anne and Ken have three grown up children 
and two grandchildren, and upon retiring decided to move  
permanently to Boat of Garten. Anne enjoys walking their 
two dogs, gardening, cooking, reading and playing bridge.

Avril is a retired dental surgeon and former trustee and  
president of the British Dental Health Foundation. Avril and 
Mike also decided to move permanently to Boat of Garten upon 
retiring. Anne enjoys golf, art and Spanish language studies 

From left: Avril Joy, Brenda Hewlett, Anne Aitken, Caroline Bashford, Sandy 
Walker, Helen Walker, David Scott, Annie Forwood and Emma Paterson. 
Missing from picture: Iain Forsyth and Nick Morgan. 

Heating

The hall experienced a number of issues last winter with 
the heating. Over that period we had engineers down for 
many hours sorting out a number of issues. We have made a  
number of adjustments to the system including recalibrat-
ing the settings and timings as well as redirecting the solar  
power generated directly into one of the heating buffer 
tanks. The repairs carried out cost around £9,000.

We have been advised that the ground source heat pump 
collector loops are probably too small for the heating system 

but that with careful management they might cope. So this  
winter we will manage the system closely. If the system does 
not cope we will need to add more loops or possibly an Air 
Source Heat Pump as back up. These options have been 
quoted at between £13,000 and £15,000.

A big thank you to Tom Paul for all his advice in helping us 
find and fix the problems. 

Nick Morgan, Director

Playing Field

We are delighted to inform you that ownership of the  
Playing Field, which includes the football pitch, the children’s 
play park, and the ground the hall and car park sits on, have been  
transferred from the Community Council to the Community 
Hall at no cost. Thus, it remains a community asset and will 
remain so, probably for ever. This is effectively guaranteed 
by the pre-emption right in favour of Reidhaven Estate at 
amenity value. The village can, therefore, look forward with 
confidence to having a high quality facility, the envy of many, 
as long as it is well-maintained. This is one of the prime  
objectives of the Hall Board. 

Sandy Walker, Chair

Badminton

Do you enjoy playing badminton and are 12 yrs and older? 
Then the Badminton Club will start again on Monday 7th  
January, then on 14th, 21st and 28th. February 11th and 25th. 
March 11th and 25th. Come along to the Community hall at 
7.30 until 8.30 and join the fun. Cost £4, if more than 6 players,  
otherwise £4.50, to cover cost of hall hire. We have racquets, 
you just need a change of shoes. Looking forward to seeing 
you all on 7th January.

Annie Forwood

Christmas Market – Friday 7th December – 4pm-7pm

A showcase of the best craft, food and drink that the  
Cairngorms National Park has to offer. A huge range of  
delights this year: from jewellery to jam, from paintings to 
pickles, from bobble hats to booze and much, much more! 
A perfect place to start (or finish) your Christmas shopping. 

Also, to enjoy as you explore the market:  Festive music ∙ 
mulled wine ∙ mince pies ∙ Christmas raffle

We are also on the lookout for a couple of volunteers to help 
during the event – an hour or two would be just great! 

Contact Claire Clark | 07834 181652 | claire@boathall.org.uk



The 200 Club has evolved from the original 100 Club, and you may well ask what was the 100 
Club.? It was a well-established, village tradition dating back to the original Village Hall, now con-
verted into the 1896 Gallery. By asking villagers for an annual fee of £12, a monthly draw paid out 
three monetary prizes: £30, £20 and £10, with a bonus prize being paid out at Christmas. All the 
profits were then used to help maintain the old hall. When it closed and the new Community Hall 
came into being, the fund was transferred over and until this August, the three monthly prizes 
were paid out and the profits still go to the smaller projects of the hall: anything from funding 
of printing and office stationery, to buying toilet rolls and replacement cutlery, and even the 
steam-cleaning of chairs and staging. 

However, we’ve updated it, we have opened it up to more people, and we now have a monthly prize of £100, and to those who 
know how much of a technophobe I am, I hope you will be suitably impressed, gone are the days of picking numbers out of a 
bag, we now use …….wait for it……a computerised random number generator to pick out the winning number! 

So far we have paid to three winners, the first to a gentleman who paid for his number the day before the draw, and was heard 
to mutter that he never won anything,….such are the vagaries of chance!

Sadly, I have to report that there are or were at least six potential winners I was unable to pay, because you had let your  
number lapse, so if that was you, pay the fee and you could be in with a chance to win next time! There is now a chance that your  
original number may have been sold on to someone else but there are still plenty to go round, so come on… don’t miss your 
chance. 

To sign up online, go to the Boat of Garten website: http://www.boatofgarten.com/blog/join-our-200-club/ where you’ll find a 
copy of the application form, as well as the Terms and Conditions

Complete the application form, pay the fee, and you never know, you may see me trudging your way with a winning cheque! 

COME ON IT WON’T HURT, DON’T JUST MEAN TO DO…. DO 
IT!!!    THE HALL NEEDS YOU!!!!!!            

BEST OF LUCK!!    

Brenda Hewlitt, Director

Community Lunch 

Community lunches started again on the 23rd October and I 
am delighted to say these have been well supported by both 
young and old in our community. 

At £4 per person, the lunches represent great value for  
money, delicious homemade soup and a wide-ranging choice 
of sandwiches on offer, finished off by either tea or coffee - 
what's not to like! 

Coming up is our annual Christmas Community Lunch, 
which is being held on Tuesday 18th December at 12.30pm. 
We hope that this will also be well supported. Tickets will 
be on sale at the Community Lunches from Tuesday 27th  
November. If anyone has difficulty obtaining tickets, please 
feel free to contact either the hall directly on 831123 or  
contact me through my email address caroline.bashford@
gmail.com. 

Caroline Bashford 
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