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The Sawdust Fuseliers
 
In the Spring 2012 edition of this newsletter there was a mention of the Canadian Camp 
at Boat of Garten where the saw mill is now. 

Please does anyone have any further information about No 14 Company of the Canadian Forestry Corps known  
popularly as “The Sawdust Fusiliers”? No 20 Company camp was at Nethy. In 2020 a special celebration is being 
planned of the ongoing relationship between Canada and this particular area of Scotland. If anyone has family  
connections or knows stories that deal with emigrants, settlers and business and wartime co-operation and would like 
this to be commemorated please could they be kind enough to contact Eileen Stewart e300@btinternet.com 

Thank you!

BOG STANDARD - SUMMER2018

2

Hello and welcome to our Summer!

Another packed issue awaits you and plenty of items that need responses, so please remember to look out for them.  
We are also looking for some ‘BoG Reporters’ (see page 20) - every issue gets busier and busier and I could really 
do with a hand getting the articles ready for the newsletter and collecting more village news, so go on, dust off your 
notepad and get in touch!

A massive section of this newsletter is a follow up to the ‘Boat of Garten Big Conversation’ (pages 6 - 8). Here, you can 
see the action plan and notes following the community meeting last month and learn more about getting involved.

BOG Standard is published by the Community council, which appoints an Editor and underwrites the costs not covered by  
advertising. Articles published express the views of the authors and not the Council or Editor, unless otherwise stated.

All Advertising
Jackie Wilson
jackiemrwilson@gmail.com

All Articles & News: Cath Wright, Editor
coppergreen@outlook.com
3 Craig View, Deshar Road
01479 831237

As I put this issue together the world has debated if 
they heard ‘Yanny’ or ‘Laurel’. Last year we debated if 
‘the’ dress was blue or white.........

Well now I invite you to debate ‘what do you see?’

Recently, a village resident (who shall remain  
anonymous to prevent autograph hunters) told me 
about a magical rock, deep within the BoG Woods, that 
I pass most days on my dog walks (see evidence A to 
the left).....this rock could be described as a ‘granite 
cloud of imagination’.....

.......So.... do you know where the rock of imagination is 
and just WHAT DO YOU SEE???



3

BOG STANDARD - SUMMER2018
Milton Loch Woodland

After a busy February it has been quite quiet on the work front down at the loch recently.  The March working party was snowed 
off though it was a nice opportunity to sit in the hide with a cup of tea and enjoy watching the snow fall.  The May working party 
linked in with the village litter pick and thanks to good weather we were able to do various jobs around the site and tidy up parts 
of the hide.  

It is always lovely to walk around the site, whatever the season but at the moment it is particularly nice to share it with visitors.  
They often comment on how lucky we are to have it on our doorstep and I think I sometimes forget that when I am rushing to fill 
up the feeders or replace the pen in the hide.  Several families have had picnics at the picnic benches and it is a reasonably safe 
place for the children to explore.  We have left piles of branches and sticks so that children (or adults!) can build dens and use 
their imaginations.  The original mini beast “hostels” – not quite posh enough to be called bug hotels – are well used and enough 
out the way not to be disturbed but can be found if you look carefully.  The fish are jumping at the moment and the herons stand 
in the reeds and look very interested in them.  Perhaps a passing osprey may be tempted to have lunch there too.

Future working party dates are Saturday 4th August, Saturday 6th October, Saturday 5th January and Saturday 2nd March.  All 
are 10 am – 12 noon but feel free to dip in and out as you wish.  We are a friendly bunch and there are always jobs for different 
ages and abilities.  

Kate Johnson katejohnson197234@gmail.com 

Postcard of the Boat of Garten bridge (sent 
in by Sue Murray for archive)

Do you have any old  
images of Boat of Garten and the  
surrounding communities?

Please let us know and 
send them for the village  
archives.
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Ospreys Play & Pray 
Special time on Fairy Hill on 
Good Friday, 30 March 2018

Summer Special 4 June

Contact 831252 or just come along!
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Community Lunches

The regular soup and sandwich community lunch which 
takes place every Tuesday during the winter months 
came to a successful conclusion at the end of March.  
The lunches continue to go from strength to strength 
and we were particularly pleased to welcome some of 
the young mums with their offspring to the lunches. We 
hope they enjoyed coming as much as we enjoyed having 
them!

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the  
volunteers who so willingly give of their time to help 
put on the lunches and I hope they will continue to 
do so in the Autumn when the lunches will resume. I 
mentioned the volunteers involved in the Christmas 
Lunch in the last edition of BOG standard but I failed 
to mention the wonderful wind group, ably led by Jane 
Kerr who provided the much appreciated post lunch  
entertainment! Thank you to one and all and I hope you 
may be persuaded to perform again for us sometime in 
the future. 
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Boat of Garten’s BIG Conversation 
– Survey & Discussion Results

With over 200 survey responses and an attendance of 
more than 65 people at the BIG Conversation, the village  
priorities for the next five years can be seen in the table on page 8.  
The survey’s steering group – representatives from the  
Community Council, Community Company, Deshar Primary 
School and the Community Hall – met to discuss the issues, 
to see which priorities are already being progressed in some 
way, and to discuss who could take forward any new ideas. 
The group managed to discuss most points, detailed below, 
and will focus on these areas, before tackling more of the  
medium-low priority projects. 

BMX / Pump Track (1 - High), Community Consultation of  
Curling Pond (14 - High), and Ark of Caledon (Low)
The ownership of the Curling Pond was under discussion  
recently as it has been in the ownership of the Curling Club 
which ceased in the 1980’s. The Community Company is  
seeking to transfer the area into their ownership to enable 
a combined project to go ahead.  With the transfer in place 
further down the line, discussions can progress to incor-
porate the Ark of Caledon structures into a working BMX/
Pump Track. A large number of people have enlisted as  
volunteers/interested parties for this project, all of whom will 
be contacted in due course to take this forward and to create 
an attractive outdoor, multi-purpose, venue. 

In the meantime, discussions are taking place with  
Highlife Highland for Boat of Garten, and indeed Badenoch 
and Strathspey, to make use of mobile skate park equipment 
that exists in both Aviemore and Lochaber. It is hoped to plan 
a tour of the area for a week in the summer holidays. 

Pub/Social Place to Meet (2 – High)
All groups are trying to look into a solution to this issue 
which has been raised previously at all three community  
consultations. There is no immediate fix, but options are being 
looked into, and some changes have been made. 

The Community Hall is trying to open the bar as much as  
possible when events are on, specifically The Boat Reel, which 
runs films fortnightly on Fridays from September to March, 
but also on evenings when other performances and concerts 
are booked in. Some of these evenings have also offered food 
as part of the ticket. 

Boat of Garten Golf Club have extended their liquor licence to 
an open licence, where members of the public are welcome 
to go to the Club House for bar and restaurant facilities. Social 
Membership (£25 per year) opens you up to a further discount 
on food and drinks, as well as invites to special events. 

The Community Company is developing a relationship with 
the current managers of The Boat Hotel, who have said that 
they’d like to get more involved with the community. So watch 

this space for further developments. 

Provision for camping with tents and motorhomes (3 – High)
Plans are in discussion to provide the village with space for 
camping with tents and touring caravans. Two areas are  
being looked at:  the football pitch and the recycling centre.  
Ownership of the Football Pitch is currently switching from 
the Community Council to the Community Hall, but once this 
has taken place, plans can start being put into action. The 
idea would be for a few pitches to be made available for 2-4  
evenings a week from March to October, with a maximum 
stay of 2 nights per tent. The sites would not affect the state 
of the football pitch. In doing so, the Community Hall would 
need to offer restricted access to the building, allowing  
campers to make use of toilets, showers, cold water tap, and 
possibly electrical hook-ups.  The Community Hall has had initial  
discussions with the Cairngorms National Park Authority to 
move this project forward. 

The recycling centre was proposed as an alternative option 
for motorhomes/touring caravans, which in turn, would mean 
that the area would be tidied up (listed as a medium priority). 

Housing (affordable, sheltered, community-owned) (4 – High)
Housing is a topic that relates to the area as a whole. The  
Community Council has offered to take this forward and find 
out more information about future plans. It is intended to  
arrange another public meeting to discuss this issue,  
probably in September, as so many people put the need for more  
affordable housing as a high priority on the survey.

Reduction of speeding in the village and Drumuillie (5 – High)
The Speeding Group met regularly in autumn  
2017/winter 2018 to consider the problem of vehicles  
speeding through the village. The group had helpful discussions 
with representatives of Highland Council and Police Scotland. 
We also had a walking survey of the village with the senior  
technician for Badenoch and Strathspey to assess what could 
be done.

As a result, the electronic speed sign was renewed and is  
having some effect in reducing speeds on Deshar Road. We are 
awaiting installation of '3, 2, 1' 30mph signs and hopefully an 
additional electronic sign for traffic entering the village from 
the north. A survey of traffic speeds in the village is expected 
soon.

Proposals for new fencing at Deshar School are being taken 
forward. There has also been a poster in the BOG Standard 
to remind us all to restrict our speed to 30mph. There will be 
a further meeting of the group which will include some new 
members.

Small business units to attract new start-ups (6 – High)
Duncan Stewart has offered to lead discussions on this 
and would be interested to hear from those who would be  
interested in such units. A few names were given out at the 
meeting, and these people will be contacted shortly and  
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Duncan has been given their contact details.

Improve pavement access for wheelchairs/buggies (7 – High)
Community Council has agreed to take this point forward with 
The Highland Council. It would be useful if problematic areas 
could be pointed out by wheelchair users and buggy-pushers. 
Please email alisonannfielding@yahoo.co.uk 

Integrate and improve off-road cycle paths and woodland 
trails (8 – High), Complete safe footpath between Spey Bridge 
and Nethy crossroads (15 – High)
Community Council has agreed to take this point forward, 
however further input is needed from residents. Some  
problematic areas were pointed out in the survey, but other 
comments were more vague. If there are specific areas that 
you think need improvement, it would be helpful if other vol-
unteers would come forward to assess what needs to be done 
where. Only one person wrote their name on the list on the 
day. Email alisonannfielding@yahoo.co.uk  

Improve transport links – integrated buses and trains (9 – 
High)
There is a Strathspey-wide transport group that is looking into 
the transport issues for the area, including the implications of 
the new hospital in Aviemore. 

Sort out car parking congestion (especially lower Deshar 
Road/Kinchurdy Road & Church Drive) (10 – High)
Car parking has always been an issue, and solutions have been 
sought in the past. A car park for the shops, etc would need to 
be placed nearby in order for people to use it, anything further 
away would not be appealing to car drivers. If you have any 
suggestions how this issue could be resolved, please contact 
any member of the Community Council.

New School and Nursery / Need to increase Nursery Places 
(11 – High)
Discussions and plans are currently being made at the School. 
More to follow on this once we have more information. 

Increase childcare facilities (12 – High)
This is an issue across the area, but would need a private  
business to come forth and set up plans, etc.  An ideal  
opportunity for an entrepreneur with the necessary skillis and 
abilities. 

Investigate Emergency Access to the Hall, via new housing 
development (13 – High)
Muriel Cockburn (Counsellor) has been in discussion with the 
Community Hall and the department at Highland Council that 
deals with emergency access to buildings. Outcomes will be 
communicated to the public as and when further discussions/
plans have been made. 

Dog Fouling on streets, moor and in woods (16)
We are unsure how to tackle this issue, however, the  
Community Council will look into an additional bin and sign 
for the entrance to the moor.  Bins can only be placed in areas 
where bin lorries have easy access. There are already dog poo 

bins at Milton Loch Woodland and at the end of Kinchurdy 
Road. If anyone has any other ideas about how to tackle the 
problem please let any member of the Community Council 
know.

Improve information on local employment opportunities (17 
– High)
This topic really falls within the local businesses/employers.  
Village noticeboards are available in all shops, at 1896 Gallery, 
on the village green and at the Community Hall. The village 
website can also be used, as well as village Facebook pages. 

How else can this be done? We’d love to hear from you to try 
and address this further. 

Other priorities that have been discussed/actioned since the 
meeting: 

• Work has started on the cutback of growth on the school 
path – thanks to Duncan Stewart for providing his trailer  
during the Annual Spring Clean. Some work still needs 
to be done. A list of volunteers was provided at the BIG  
conversation, and those who signed up will be contacted soon 
to see if they can help to get the task finished. 

• The Community Hall will look into running more  
affordable daytime events for the elderly, as well as increasing the  
number of events in general at the Hall. Performances can 
prove costly, so fundraising will need to take place, both  
locally and from funders/sponsors, etc. 

• Expanding volunteer groups – we, as a community, are  
always looking for volunteers, whether for an hour randomly, 
or on a regular basis. If you have any time to spare, please get 
in touch with Sue Murray on 01479 831012 and let her know 
when you’re available, how often, and what skills you offer. 

We are glad to report that 26 of the 40 priorities raised are 
already being discussed/actioned. As some are completed, 
we will start work on others. If there are areas that you think 
should be actioned sooner, and you are willing to give some 
time to take them forward, please do get in touch. 
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Boat of Garten’s BIG Conversation – Survey and Discussion Results cont....
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A Rare Sight – Ann Speechless

Sunday 22 April witnessed the culmination of The Osprey Music Society’s tenth anniversary programme.  On stage there were 
of course the amazing performers, no less than seven principals from the Scottish Chamber Orchestra and including the SCO 
leader himself, Benjamin Gilmore. But there was a further surprise in store, with one more celebrity appearing on stage, albeit  
reluctantly!

As Ann Napier shepherded the performers onto stage after the  
interval, duly closed the hall doors and dimmed the lights ready for 
resumption of the evening’s programme, the lights went back on, 
Ann was stopped in her tracks as she headed towards her seat and 
was escorted onto centre stage by Marion MacCormick, who made a 
short speech outlining Ann’s achievements in leading TOMS since 
its inception.   She was then presented with flowers and some of 
her favourite wine, a small token of appreciation from TOMS in  
recognition of her 10 years at the helm.  After the concert, as she 
had a quick peek into the box of wine, she was heard to whisper, 
“Well, I’m not going to share this lot with you all!”  

Building on inspiration from a small group of classical music buffs, Ann Napier has been the guiding and driving force for bringing 
such an array of music to the village, enjoyed by local people from throughout the strath.  One of the other original founding  
members of the group, Ian Gow, who now lives in Edinburgh, was in the audience for the occasion of this anniversary concert.  
Over the years, the programme has focused primarily on classical music, with forays into jazz, opera and folk.  As well as an  
inspiration and visionary, Ann is also the work horse - preparing the programme, sourcing the ever-necessary funding, maintaining 
the financial records, harnessing and directing volunteers and, it goes without saying, looking after all the individual needs of her 
audience.  Without Ann Napier, TOMS would not be the success that it is today – and hopefully on into tomorrow.
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HOLIDAYS | DAY TRIPS | HIDES | TAILORMADE TOURS

SPEYSIDE WILDLIFE
Relax and enjoy the wildlife, we’ll take care of the rest

enquiries@speysidewildlife.co.uk | 01479 812498

WWW.SPEYSIDEWILDLIFE.CO.UK

Fully inclusive wildlife watching experiences in the  
Cairngorms National Park, around Scotland, UK and Overseas

Future Community Council 
Meetings 2018

Monday 25th June, at 7pm
AGM followed by Ordinary Meeting.

Monday 10th September at 7pm

Monday 15th October at 7pm

Monday 26th November at 7pm

All meetings take place in the  
Community Hall Meeting room  

and are open to the public
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May 2018

Objectives

Everest was climbed for the 
first time 55 years ago on  
29 May 1953.  Edmund Hilary and 
a Sherpa called Tensing achieved 
their life’s ambition, the summit of  
Mount Everest. It involved  
teamwork, skill, strength, courage, determination, and 
an enormous effort to climb to the top of the world.   
This is how one advert described the efforts of some to reach 
the mountaintop, “Heaven is precisely 29,028 feet above sea 
level.  But it’s hell to get there!”

The response to the ‘Boat of Garten Community Survey’ was  
enthusiastic and enlightening, with 207 completed forms.  
That speaks volumes for the interest and the desire of many for  
ongoing community development.  The Big Conversation on  
28 April was well organised and led to good discussions and 
key priorities and objectives identified.  Together we seek to 
move forward. 

It was on the Boat of Garten clean-up day on 12 May that I  
witnessed teamwork at perhaps its finest.  Of course the  
organisers and ‘workers’ were a great team and we were  
treated to a great burgers and sausage lunch later, but I am  
referring primarily to wood ants on a big mound, situated on 
the Strathspey Way, some 250 metres after ‘The Yard’ on the 
way to Aviemore.  The weather was warm and sunny and there 
were thousands of ants visible and all seemingly achieving 
their objective, to find adequate supplies, feed, mate, build, 
expand, secure, protect, and involved maybe in a whole host 
of other essential tasks. I watched for a few minutes in sheer 
admiration and thought ‘how amazing’ and ‘how wonderful it 
would be if we all laboured together like that, and yes, in the 
church too!’

Our objective, together with Carrbridge Church, with whom 
we are united, is “We are committed to being a welcoming 
church family to all, learning to follow Christ, sharing His love,  
and telling others about Him.”  We extend to you a sincere  
invitation to come and see for yourselves, as we all  
explore the Christian faith. You don’t have to be gifted, or  
energetic, or have loads of time to join us.  You are welcome as 
you are.  We are on a journey, valuing one another, seeking like 
millions of others to know God, to be at peace with Him.  Our  
ultimate objective is real fulfilment in this life with God, and for  
eternity.

Take care and wishing you a wonderful summer.

Donald Walker
Parish Minister
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Fi’s Bakes and Cakes 

 Need a cake for a special celebration? 

…. Then get in touch with me: 
 
Fiona Morris 
Tel. 01479 831456 
Mobile 07717 250559 
Email: fisbakesandcakes@btinternet.com  
 

BOG STANDARD - SUMMER2018
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Boat of Garten Village Spring Clean 2018
By Alison Fielding

What a beautiful day it was to carry out our Annual Spring Clean in Boat of Garten on 12th May. The sun shone from morning 
to night and it was even warm!

Twenty six adults and seven children arrived to help.  Even a visitor to the village came to offer his help and of course his offer 
was taken up. Thank you to all our volunteers. Decked in yellow tabards and brandishing litter picks they set out to all corners of 
the village and woodlands round about.  From Street of Kincardine to Boat of Garten and along towards Mains of Garten people 
were busy collecting rubbish in their black bags. Over 20 bags were collected and our thanks go to John Morrison for taking it 
all to the dump afterwards in his trailer. 

I am pleased to say that the roads within the village were fairly rubbish free apart from cigarette ends.  Sadly, as is always the 
case, the worst of the rubbish is thrown down from passing vehicles along our feeder roads into the village. On the section of 
the road from the end of Kinchurdy Road towards The Yard, bottles and other rubbish were found stuffed under the moss. Why 
do people do that? Why can’t they take their rubbish home?  This is part of the Speyside Way so we would have hoped that 
walkers and cyclists on this route would be more considerate.  There is no logic to littering.  Other areas of rubbish were the 
woodland paths especially around the playing field, also over on the moorland at the entrance to the village. We did not expect 
people to pick up dog poo but it was noticeable that dog poo is a problem on the moorland (and on woodland paths) and an 
extra sign at the entrance to the moor is planned. A £10 note was found on the recycling area and donated to the Christian Aid 
Week collection.

A team of volunteers worked down at Milton Loch Woodland and another team made a start on thinning out and clearing the 
cycle path to the school, something which was requested at our recent Big Conversation where we were determining priorities 
for the village. Well done for all their hard work too.

Finally we had our usual Barbecue in the Community Garden as a reward and thank you to all our volunteers who turned out, 
an event sponsored annually by the Community Council. A great time was had by all. Our thanks go to Balliefurth Farm Shop 
in Nethybridge for lovely burgers and sausages, to the Golf Club for the rolls, to the Boat Hotel for lending their hot water  
container and cups, and to the Post Office for sourcing all the black bags and rubber gloves. Thank you all.
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One of Scotland’s most intelligent, enigmatic and captivating 
actors: Callum Fairweather’s career has seen him appear in  
television shows including Silent Witness and smash hit  
comedy Pramface, as well as a modelling career that includes 
numerous fashion campaigns and television commercials, not 
to mention theatre including A Mid-Summer nights Dream, The 
Odd Couple and the critically acclaimed Split Down The Middle. 

He is one of only a select number of artists to be commissioned 
to make a film for HM Queen Elizabeth II. In this brand new one 
man show he describes some of the ridiculous and hilarious 
anecdotes that make up his life as well as showcasing several 

astonishingly wonderful original poems.

"Effortlessly misex hilarious stand-up and sincere poetic readings."

"A very funny and very clever show, written and performed by 
one of Scotland's best."

"An artistic masterclass of both comedy and theatre."

Parental Guidance - Contains some infrequent strong language 
and infrequent sexual references.

Friday 8th June | 7:30pm (doors open 7pm)
Tickets £20

Contact: info@boathall.org.uk | 01479 831123
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SWRI

We have had some very interesting meetings in the last quarter.

Allan Bantick, expertly aided by his wife Heather, gave a fascinating presentation on Mammals and Birds of the Cairngorms in  
February which took us from our mountains down to moorland and then finished off by the water.

In March Dachaidh, a local mental health charity, visited our meeting to give a presentation on their work in our local area and we 
held our Annual Coffee Morning with craft and produce,bring and buy stalls,tombola and book stalls. We raised £342 donating it 
to the Dachaidh charity, Sandpiper Trust and our local funds.

Ian Mackintosh, Head Teacher of English at KIngussie HIgh School visited our April meeting to talk to us about his school trips to 
Malawi with pupils sharing many amazing insights into this country.

In May we held our AGM and Members Night where we shared memories of the village. Finally in June we shall be having our 
annual outing with the Seagull Trust cruising on the canal from Inverness.

We meet on the 3rd Monday of every month in Boat of Garten Community Hall from September to May and visitors are very 
welcome to any of our meetings.

Please contact our Secretary Kate Johnson for more information if interested on katejohnson197234@gmail.com
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Health Walk

The Health Walkers continue to meet every Wednesday at 
1.30 outside the Community Garden. 

We usually walk locally........in the woods……………….

Beside the railway….

Along the river………………

And occasionally in neighbouring villages and further afield.

We enjoy walking for up to an hour, taking account of individu-
al abilities and weather conditions. Dow’s continue to provide 
the essential cuppa at the end of each walk.

Do come and join us. Further information from any of our  
leaders:

Anne Goodall 831562
Bev Birchwood 831379
Liz Johnstone 831166
Britt Taylor 831060
Maureen Smyth 831327. 
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Boat of Garten deservedly became 
a finalist in “Village of the Year” and 
no matter how much I shouted at the 
TV, it didn’t come first. That obvious  
travesty aside, it was a great opportunity 
to showcase the village and demonstrate 
that it isn’t just a welcome and beautiful 
place, but also a community that really 
ticks. 

There can be no better example of this, than the recent  
comment on the community Facebook page after the Village 
Weekend Clean Up: 

“A great wee turnout for the Village Clean Up, and a lovely  
atmosphere afterwards with burgers in the Community  
Garden! Thanks to the Community Council for organising!” 

They are not only thanking the locals, but letting others know 
how much this place means and why they should take a look 
for themselves.

Of course, this message is important for pride in the  
village, but also underlines our tourism pulling power – which  
incidentally accounts for over twenty percent of all Highland 
economic activity.

And why wouldn’t people want to come here? 

When Rough Guide ranked Scotland as the second top  
country in the world to visit in 2017, they weren’t just  
reflecting some nice marketing copy with pictures of stags and 
castles, they were reflecting the experience that people had 
here. The feeling they got from being here, the welcome they 
received and their impression of us – the locals.

And with the continued growth of direct flights from  
Inverness airport, we have never been better connected to 
the rest of the world – delivering record breaking passenger 
numbers and visitors to the area. 

Then there is the very successful series “Outlander” TV  
programme, which has generated enormous interest in the  
region. With a fourth season about to air and a contract signed 
for another two seasons, its popularity shows no sign of  
letting up.

In acknowledging how vital tourism is to our success, I  
believe everyone should take forward the example of the  
community spirit we see in Boat of Garten, and make sure that 
those same standards apply to everything we offer. 

A thriving tourism sector means more jobs and investment 
but it can also mean pressure on transport, services and  
facilities – especially in rural areas. That’s why the SNP Scottish  
Government’s £6 million Rural Tourism Infrastructure 
Fund is so welcome. The fund is now open to a wide range  
of applicants and I would encourage Boat community groups  
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and businesses to take advantage (applications will close on 
the 27 July).

In contrast, the looming threat from the Royal Bank of  
Scotland to close all of our local rural branches does nothing 
to support our businesses or the sector. Sure, people are using 
online more, but it does not follow that there is no need for 
local banking services. 
 
It’s a decision that has been made by bankers for bank-
ers, not communities and I will continue to work with the  
Federation of Small Businesses to press for the UK Government as  
majority shareholder to step in – after all, it was you who had 
to bail them out.

I will also be renewing our calls for the UK Government to  
reduce VAT rates on tourism services, such as hotels and  
accommodation. The UK is one of the few member states 
in the EU to charge full VAT on hospitality services. Coun-
tries such as Ireland and Germany have long provided a tax  
subsidy, boosting jobs and visitor numbers and the same should  
happen here.

Finally, I can’t talk about tourism without recognising the  
contribution of our Scottish EU citizens supporting our tour-
ism industry, many of whom are worried about the uncer-
tainty caused by Brexit. As your MP, I will continue to seek  
guarantees for them.

After all, as you the residents of Boat of Garten have proved, 
it is as important to look after our existing friends and  
neighbours, as it is to welcome visitors.

Get In Touch: If you have an issue affecting you, your family 
or your community that you would like my help on, please get 
in touch. 

Email: drew.hendry.mp@parliament.uk 
Visit: 110 Church Street, Inverness, IV1 1EP
Call: 01463 611024
Twitter: @DrewHendrySNP
Facebook: @DrewHendrySNP  

Web link to Rural Tourism Infrastructure 
Fund Applications: http://www.visitscotland.
org/business_support/advice_materials/
funding_opportunities/rural_tourism_infra-
structure.aspx 

Richard Durrant’s Stringhenge 

Concert guitarist and composer Richard Durrant  
celebrates the launch of his new album Stringhenge by  

playing concerts from Orkney to Sussex.

Richard will be playing music inspired by the British  
Landscape performed on his guitar made from a 5,000 year 

old English Oak and his four string Uffington tenor guitar.

Bach, Purcell, Durrant & British Folk

Richard will travel between venues from Orkney to Sussex  
carrying the entire show on his bike and trailer.

Sunday 3rd June 2018 | 7.30pm (doors open 7pm)
 

Tickets £14 | Under-18s £5 |  
richarddurrant_boathall.eventbrite.co.uk

Contact: info@boathall.org.uk | 01479 831123
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Forestry in the Strath
 
Next year is the centenary of the  
Forestry Commission, which was 
set up after the First World War  
because Britain had become  
denuded of trees. Two Scots were 
driving forces behind the Commis-
sion: Lord Lovat and Sir John Stirling  
Maxwell. Thanks to them and  
others we now have a National Forest  
Estate which in Scotland covers 
about 18% of the land mass.
 
Boat of Garten is virtually surrounded by forestry. And 
Strathspey was famous for its logging industry from the 18th 
century. Pine, oak and birch were felled and floated down the 
Spey in vast rafts for export and to supply shipbuilding needs 
at Garmouth.
 
So too today the area is important for forestry as it is for  
farming. BSW have their Boat mill, and many people in the 
Strath derive their living from building and maintaining  
houses.   
 
Looking to the future, the use of wood in construction,  
particularly for dwellings, is on the rise and rightly so.  
Programmes like Grand Designs on C4 help to widen our  
horizons as to what is possible! Many of our architects have 
led the way on the use of our own home grown wood.  
Scotland has taken to timber frame housing and off site manu-
facturing. However, other countries such as Germany have led 
the way in use of very sophisticated kit houses brought to site 
and erected in a few days. If we think of homes as dwellings - 
as a machine for living someone said - then wood as a material 
has a pleasing appearance and durable quality.  
 
Much is being done by architecture leaders such as my friend 
Peter Wilson of Napier University author of ‘New Timber  
Architecture in Scotland.’    
 
With the Scottish Parliament having recently passed the first 
Forestry Legislation in Scotland since 1999, paving the way 
for a new forestry strategy, there is an opportunity to think 
of the long term opportunity for us further to encourage and  
develop the use of our home grown sustainable wood in 
future homes and construction, and to try to persuade our 
friends down south to do likewise!
 
Cairngorm Mountain
 
Cairngorm Mountain had a considerably better season and 
thanks to their hard working staff this now bodes well for the 
future. One major development is the use of snow making 
equipment and several of our five outdoor centres tried out 
the technology this year.
 
HIE are righty looking carefully at how this could be developed. 

As the person responsible in the Scottish Government for our 
skiing centres for the past 7 years I meet the leaders of the  
resorts annually to discuss what as a team we can do to  
improve the experience. I have no doubt that this snow  
making machinery offers game changing possibilities. It could  
guarantee skiing for families who therefore would be far 
more inclined to book holidays in the Strath, Lecht, Glenshee,  
Nevis Range and Glencoe. So whilst many things need to be  
considered, let us dwell on the positives here and grasp with 
both hands the new opportunities to take our snow sports to 
a new level.
 
Kind regards,
 
Fergus Ewing MSP
Inverness and Nairn

WE NEED YOU!
We are looking for  

‘BoG Standard Reporters’

With so much happening in the village 
each deadline gets busier and busier 
and ensuring that all the village news 
is included in the quarterly issue is 
therefore becoming a longer task  

- a good problem to have!

If you would be interested in helping 
to collect news and articles please 

email Cath on  
coppergreen@outlook.com  

to find out more.
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Cairngorm School of Dance

Cairngorm School of Dance, owned by Boat 
of Garten resident Heather Cooney has 
had a very busy few months. The school 
has grown tremendously over the past few 
years and Heather has created a wonderful 
dance school for children in our area.

This spring, the school entered 25 pupils 
in ISTD (Imperial Society of Teachers of  
Dancing) ballet examinations, all passing 
with very good grades. These exams were 
held in Boat of Garten Church hall, which 
was an excellent venue for the pupils.

All pupils in the school are currently  
working hard towards their end of year 
show, ‘Once Upon a Dream’. There will 
be 150 pupils dancing in this show and it 
will be performed in Eden Court Theatre 
in June. The school will be using Boat of  
Garten Community Hall for their dress  
rehearsal the week before the show.
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Dispelling a Few Myths about the Badenoch and 
Strathspey Community Transport Company

We are more than just “The Car Scheme”…..
Yes we operate a Community Car Scheme, but we 
also offer other accessible transport, including group 
hire of our minibuses and Berlingo. Also on offer are a  
variety of social inclusion events, such as weekly assisted  
shopping, monthly lunch and supper clubs, monthly  
afternoon tea dances. We operate a Befriending Project, 
Here 2 Help which offers one to one face to face befriending,  
telephone befriending and group befriending.

You have to be elderly to use our services…..
We have no minimum or maximum age limit. The only  
criteria for using our transport services is that you have a 
transport need. You may have a car but are temporarily 
unable to drive, or your car is unavailable at certain times. 
Anyone is welcome to attend our other events and we 
have volunteers of all ages on board.

You can’t use the Car Scheme at weekends or at night…..
Yes you can! All bookings with our Car Scheme are subject 
to getting a volunteer driver to fulfil the booking and it is 
no different at weekends or in the evening.

You can’t ask for transport at short notice….
While it is better to give as much notice as possible, we  
understand that emergency situations like GP  
appointments or trips to the dentist do crop up and  
people can be given appointments for later that day. We 
do our best to find a driver and very rarely cancel medical 
journeys, so give us a call and we will do our best.

You can’t have more than 1 journey in a day….
We are here to help you manage your own affairs and  
socially interact with others. Ask!

You can only use transport for medical appointments….
Wrong again! We pride ourselves on the fact that we 
have reduced the percentage of medical journeys and  
increased social trips. More social trips lead to less need 
to visit the surgery as they reduce loneliness and isolation 
and improve people’s physical and mental wellbeing. Take 
a trip to the hairdresser, or visit a friend for coffee.

It’s just retired people that volunteer….
We welcome volunteers of all ages for all sorts of roles. 
One of our youngest volunteers at present is a 16 year 
old, helping us with photography and videography. We 
also have involvement from Primary School pupils. Other  
volunteers do have jobs, but manage to find time to fit in a 
wee half hour or more each week/month. Volunteers help 
with shopping, bake, drive, befriend, play music, sing, help 
on the minibuses, guide blind people and much more. 
If you have a skill let us put it to good use and help you  
develop your talents.

To find out more, register with us, volunteer or join 
us at an event please call us on 01479 810004 or  
email info@ct4u.co.uk
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 Alban Tree Care & Consultancy 

Graduate tree specialists 
Fully Qualified & Insured 
All aspects of Tree surgery 
Consultancy from tree surveys to woodland 
management  
Mobile Sawmilling 
Firewood - Hard/softwood or mixed loads, split or 
logs 
Wood chip for garden use 
Wood splitter hire 

For a free quote or information please call us or visit our website: 
        

     01479 821135 or 07595 300026  
  www.albantreecare.com  albantreecare@me.com 
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Boat of Garten and Kincardine Churches 
 
 

Weekly Sunday Worship 10am at St Columba’s Church, Boat of Garten    
Everyone always welcome 

 
 
Mon 4 Jun 15.30-16.30  Ospreys Play and Pray. Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Tue 5 Jun 12.30   Soup and Sandwich Lunch. Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Sun 10 Jun 10.00  Communion Service. Boat of Garten Church 
 
Sun 10 Jun 18.00  Reflective Service. Kincardine Church 
 
Sun 17 Jun 10.00  Fathers’ Day. Worship Service. Boat of Garten Church 
 
Fri 29 Jun 09.00  Deshar School end of year service. Boat of Garten Church 
 
Tue 3 Jul 12.30  Soup and Sandwich Lunch. Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Sun 8 Jul 18.00  Reflective Service. Kincardine Church 
 
Wed 25 Jul   14.30-16.30 Strawberry Tea. Boat Church Hall 
 
Tue 7 Aug 12.30   Soup and Sandwich Lunch. Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Sun 12 Aug 18.00  Reflective Service. Kincardine Church 
 
Tue 4 Sep 12.30   Soup and Sandwich Lunch. Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Sun 9 Sep 18.00  Reflective Service. Kincardine Church 
 
 

Daffodil Tea

The Guild raised £280 for ‘Embrace the Middle East’ and we were all delighted with the support from friends and 
locals. 
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