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BIG CONVERSATION - THE FUTURE OF BOAT OF GARTEN

Saturday 28th April 2018 at 10am
Boat of Garten Community Hall 

(Refreshments will be provided from 9.30am)

We look forward to hearing your views and ideas and seeing you on 28th April 2018.

Many thanks for your participation in this  
community-led event.

SAVE THE DATE !!
The Annual Village Spring Clean will be on 
  
Saturday 12th May at 10:30

Please meet at the Community Garden

Litter picks etc. provided

The usual after-clean barbecueis is planned!

There is so much to read in the Spring edition of the BoG Standard; important dates to remember and ‘big  
conversations’ to be had (see below)! Remember to look out for the ‘response required’ badge on some articles.

The one thing that strikes me as I put this issue together is just how many musical events there are on offer in the 
village and surrounding areas; TOMS on p4; Argentine Tango on p8; free concerts in Nethy on p24; Mezzo Soprano 
on p25 and then a whole heap more to add to that at the Community Hall!

I love to see so many pictures of people...doing things in the village - some learning, some helping out to get  
important things done! Whatever the photograph there is always a big beaming smile on the faces and you really do 
look like you are enjoying yourselves - even during sleet showers on Health Walks!

BOG Standard is published by the Community council, which  
appoibnts an Editor and underwrites the costs not covered by  
advertising. Articles published express the views of the authors and 
not the Council or Editor, unless otherwise stated.

All Advertising
Jackie Wilson
jackiemrwilson@gmail.com

All Articles & News: Cath Wright, Editor
coppergreen@outlook.com
3 Craig View, Deshar Road
01479 831237
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Our Community … A Way Forward 
Boat of Garten 2018

WE HOPE YOU REMEMBER NOTIFICATION OF THIS IN THE DECEMBER 2017 BOG STANDARD PLEASE RESPOND

Boat of Garten and Vicinity Community Council (BoGVCC), together with the Community Company, Community Hall, Deshar 
Parent Council and the Parish Church, are currently working together to review and update the Boat of Garten Community  
Action Plan (CAP), which was last undertaken in 2014. 

The main objective of the CAP review is to hear the views of residents and businesses in the Boat of Garten and Vicinity area, 
on how they would like to see the community developing over the next 5 years. The updated Boat of Garten CAP will make up a 
significant part of the priorities and aims of the Community Council, Community Company and Community Hall and by associ-
ation the whole village for the next few years and is therefore an important event for the Boat of Garten community. Once the 
CAP is agreed, it will form a key part of all of the community groups’ agendas.

To find out how YOU feel about living / working in Boat of Garten, we have put together a survey, which will only take a short 
time to complete. You can complete the survey either:

• online through the website http://www.boatofgarten.com/community or Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/BoatofGarten
• or pick up a paper copy at (and return to) one of the 2 village shops, the hall or the church

Please can you complete the survey by Monday 26th March 2018.

All of the survey responses will be put together and presented at the community’s Big Conversation: The Future of Boat of Garten, 
where those attending will have the opportunity to hear what everyone else has said, discuss the issues and vote on their top 
priorities for the village.

Village of the Year

In case people missed the letter we sent to the Strathy after the screening of Village 
of the Year on TV here it is below. We were particularly disappointed about the lack 
of presentation of anything to do with the volunteer spirit of this community and  
especially that nothing was included about all the activities at our community hall 
which Emma had talked about in her interview.

We hope that many Strathy readers had the opportunity to see Boat of Garten feature in Channel 4’s ‘Village of the Year’  
programme on Monday and we thank the Strathy for all the support you have given us by featuring the story of our application 
to this programme on a number of occasions. Although we were disappointed not to be selected for the semi-final, we are proud 
of the fact that we were one of 60 villages out of 400 applications which reached the filming stage. 

Having watched many of the programmes in this series we were wondering how Boat of Garten would be  
presented when our turn came.  We were delighted with the featuring of our famous Ospreys, the Strathspey Steam Railway, 
our award-winning Post Office, the wildlife of Milton Loch and the surrounding area and, of course, our famous James Braid 
golf course.  However, it was disappointing that so much of the day’s filming was edited out; clips showing our Community 
Hall; our other wonderful shop, Dows; the 1896 Gallery; children enjoying a range of activities and a wide selection of the  
community enjoying a Strawberry Tea in the Church Hall to raise funds for Dachaidh, a local charity, were not shown.  A great 
many village volunteers worked hard to enable filming to take place and we are sorry not all their work was seen. Over the years,  
volunteering has been strong in this village and we are very proud of the community spirit which enables so many activities to 
go on here. We convey our thanks to you all.

Boat of Garten very much enjoyed the day of filming with Penelope Keith and is proud to have been featured on the  
programme. We send our congratulations to Bamburgh for winning our heat.

Alison, Anna, Emma, Heather, Helen, Kate
The VOTY Team



BOG STANDARD - SPRING 2018

4

10TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON – Final Concerts

If you haven’t been able to enjoy the current season of TOMS concerts, there is still time to experience some of the magic.  

On 18th March, The Maxwell String Quartet will be making its second visit to Boat of Garten.  You haven’t heard of them?  
Well, you have now!  The Quartet is formed of four close friends, who grew up playing folk and classical music together in youth 
orchestras and music schools across Scotland.

The quartet was both Jury 1st prize-winner and Audience prize-winner at the 9th Trondheim International Chamber Music 
Competition in 2017, and was hailed as “brilliantly fresh, unexpected and exhilarating” by The Scottish Herald.  They are now 
regarded as one of Britain’s finest string quartets, with a strong connection to their folk music heritage and with Scandinavia,  
in particular with Denmark, where they have collaborated with the Danish String Quartet to perform Octets, as well as  
collaborating on Scottish and Danish folk music.  The Quartet’s debut CD will feature string quartets by Haydn alongside their 
own compositions based on Scottish traditional folk music and it is due for release in early 2019.  But don’t wait until 2019, 
you can see, hear and enjoy them in 2018, in the Community Hall on 18th March when they will play Haydn, Ravel, Bridge and 
Tchaikovsky.

If you attend no other TOMS concert this year, you must come and relish the talent assembled for the society’s final concert 
to celebrate its tenth anniversary year.  On 22nd April, a group of seven Principals from the Scottish Chamber Orchestra will be 
on stage, including the Leader of the orchestra, to play Strauss, Berwald and Beethoven.  The internationally celebrated SCO 
is made up of a unique collection of talented musicians who inspire and connect with people of all ages.  The orchestra has 
brought live orchestral music to audiences by touring the length and breadth of Scotland and around the world, having travelled 
recently throughout Europe, the Far East, India and the USA.

On previous visits to TOMS there has been a focus on the talent of the SCO’s wind musicians, with Maximiliano Martín on  
clarinet, Peter Whelan on bassoon and Alec Frank-Gemmill on horn, all familiar faces on stage in Boat of Garten.  For this  
extraordinary concert, they will be joined by Benjamin Gilmore on violin, leader of the SCO, together with Jane Atkins on viola, 
Philip Higham on cello and Nikita Naumov on bass.  You really can’t afford to miss this amazing opportunity to hear such an 
array of musical talent, all in our own community hall.  

For information on tickets for either concert, please contact Ann Napier on 01479 831213 or at ann.nap@btinternet.com

Maxwell String Quartet

Benjamin Gilmore 
Leader SCO
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Ranger Update; Last Words
Alison Greggans

I’m sitting in the bird hide at Milton Loch and contemplating 
what to write for my last submission to the BoG Standard. 
Last submission, because, come the end of March, a new 
chapter in my life begins as a retired woman, hungry for  
adventures amidst the wild-lands of Scotland; hopefully 
with a little campervan that temporarily I can call ‘home’. 
For those who have seen Alan Bennetts film ‘Woman in the 
Van’ – obvious parallels can be drawn. So as it is my last  
article, forgive me if it becomes a tad reflective.

Relinquishing the post as your Community Ranger to  
someone else will be a struggle as it has been a real  
pleasure to work with and represent this forward thinking  
community. Help was invariably at hand when needed, along 
with many good suggestions and ideas. This is the legacy of 
Boat I will remember and indeed I was informed about by 
RSPB colleagues at the start of my Ranger-ing career 4 years 
ago. ‘This is the community that gets things done’ I was told 
- they were right. 

I too have tried and I believe have got things done in terms 
of my given focus for Boat - to communicate stories about 
your wonderful woodlands (in particular) and the special  
ecosystems and features within them. I did this by; taking 
people on walks, counting and identifying the bees that get 
drunk on Blaeberry and Cowberry, dragged folk over every 
inch of ground to find all the wood ant nests and super ant 
colonies that Deshar hold, gathered up willing folk to help 
with litter picks and vegetation control from the middle of 
paths and played forest games with children to help them 
learn about woodland ecosystems. In total 865 people have 
found out more about Deshar woods and its fabulous secrets 
since 2014. I’m satisfied with that!

Working with your children at Deshar School has been a 
real joy. I learn something new every time I am with them –  
mainly how to shut up and let them talk. They are FULL of 
their own stories about animals, birds and worms – oh how 
your children love worms. You are doing a great job – they 
love the outdoors and their forests and the animals and birds 
and crawlies that live there. I hope this bodes well for the 
next generation of nature loving guardians.  

I have my own special places in Deshar woods. These I have 
claimed as my own for lunch, tea, afternoon contemplations 
and Wood Ant watching. You have the best assemblage of 
Wood Ant nests I have ever seen. Wood Ants are excellent 
indicators of a healthy ecosystem – and as you have so many, 
need I say more? The Golden Ringed and Common Hawker 
Dragonflies that ride the sun drenched path edges looking 
for moths and flies to snap up have arrested me in my tracks. 
Deshar is by far the best wood to see Crossbills, Redstarts 
and Tree Pipits as the wide woodland rides allow fantastic 
views of the tops of the pines where most of these species 
favour. There are special stands of dead wood too, where 
I have stood and watched nesting Cresties bring food to a 

clutch of young. And 
of course – those 
other impossible to 
see birds, the illusive 
Capercaillie. They 
are still there, in  
stable numbers and 
that’s in no small 
part due to all of 
us who wander in 
these woods with  
sensitivity and 
awareness. It’s 
been great to 
meet so many  
responsible users 
of the woods, dog 
walkers in particular. 

Thank you, all of you who do so responsibly. It matters; it’s 
working - there are regularly six cocks at the lek; two hens 
stayed around in the woods this year; one of which had a 
brood of TWO well grown chicks (one male, one female). 
That is an excellent result. Believe me!

Back at Milton I’m now aware how the low wintery  
afternoon sun is beginning to turn birch bark pink,  
complimenting the sage green of Usneas, Oak Moss and 
Heather Rag Lichens. From my seat the snow-capped  
Cromdales rise above distant and still, silent pine forests, 
some of which have been my home; ahhh Abernethy, forever 
enchanted as far as I am concerned. 

It’s hard to say goodbye, so I wont. Instead I’ll say au revoir 
which literally means …. Till seeing again. That sounds much 
better. 

Recent tree planting at Deshar School
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We           Volunteers!

First, we would like to thank BOG Standard readers for taking 
time to read our last article and for the two responses to our 
call for Befrienders. It’s nice knowing we are heard!

We would also like to say well done Boat of Garten on your 
Village of the Year progress. You are a shining example of 
what our beautiful area has to offer.

At BSCTC we welcome volunteers of all ages and are please 
to report that we are having more young people come on 
board to share their skills with us and get the opportunity to 
develop these skills. For example, we have a young 16-year-
old who is keen on photography and he is helping us to tell 
our story through digital means. We often interact with  
local schools who sing at our music afternoons or try to win  
funding for us through the schools Youth Philanthropy  
Initiative.

We are excited to announce that a group of young local 
girls are organising a fundraising event on our behalf and 
as part of their UHI Events Management course. They are  
getting the benefit of completing their course assessments and  
helping us with fundraising. So, we would love you to join 
us for our Cocktails & Tapas Evening, on Friday 31 March  
2018, in Nethybridge Hall, 7pm to 12am. There will be a  
cocktail/mocktail on arrival, Tapas courtesy of ‘The 
Mountview Hotel’, nibbles and a licensed bar from ‘Bars 
R Us’. Local DJ, Highland Audio will be providing musical  
entertainment and Argentine Tango Highland will be  
performing a one of a kind dance performance. 

The girls have been working hard and have gathered  
some amazing Raffle prizes; a meal for two at  
The Mountview Hotel; a handmade pizza from Cheese 
and Tomatin; a cake and coffee voucher for two from 1896  
Gallery & Coffee Shop; vouchers from Aviemore Kart  
Raceway; a round of golf for four at Abernethy Golf Club;  
various bottles (Stags Breath, Malts, etc) and lots more!

Tickets can be purchased from BSCTC, Nethybridge Stores 
and Newtonmore Post Office. Contact us on 01479 810004 
or email info@ct4u.co.uk for more details.

We will be delighted to come out to talk to groups or schools 
about our services and happy to involve more youngsters 
in our team. If you or someone you know would like to get  
involved and develop your skills, please also get in touch.

March 2018
Extraordinary People.  Extraordinary Events

Turning Point? One of the main news’ 
items, as I write, is of the young  
survivors of the recent shooting in 
Florida, announcing a national march 
on Washington to demand political 
action on gun control. The student  
organisers are determined to make 
the shooting a turning point in the  
national gun debate. 17 students and 
staff members died in the attack which 
was the deadliest US school shooting since 2012. Protestors have  
chanted "shame on you" to US lawmakers and the president.  
Surely this campaign will grow in force.  Much credit goes to 
these young people of concern, of vision, and of hope for a  
safer USA. 

‘Village of the Year’. Boat of Garten didn’t receive the top prize 
for the recent TV programme, but we congratulate the winner.  
Many believed we were a genuine contender for the title for all 
kinds of reasons and our profile was certainly raised.  But not 
this time!  Well done to all those who worked hard and who 
highlighted our unique community spirit and sought to win the 
votes of the Channel 4 team.

I have been impressed over and over again by the  
remarkable feats and good things being done quietly and  
unobtrusively here in the community by a host of extraordinary  
people whose stories will probably never make the news 
..... people of genuine love who care, befriend, visit, show  
compassion, affirm, work with people of whatever age,  
organise events ..... people who give so freely of their time, skill 
and energies.   How we value them.

Bible characters. In the Bible too, there are countless  
stories of remarkable events and people. Many, including  
Abraham, Joseph, Ruth, Daniel, Mary, believed in God, kept 
on going through tough times and achieved stunning results.  
Currently in church on Sundays we are studying Paul’s 1st  
missionary journey, in Acts 13 and 14.  In spite of enormous  
challenges and opposition, he and his companion Barnabas 
were very effective.  We are amazed by their strength of faith, 
commitment and perseverance, and we realize we can discover 
much that is applicable to our life of trust in God today.

Jesus, the Son of God. And there’s Jesus, God’s gift to us, the 
most remarkable person who ever lived, whose death for you 
and me, and whose resurrection we celebrate soon once again.  
The early morning Easter Day service at Loch Garten is really 
special.  Do come and join us.

Wishing you a good and meaningful Easter, and a great Spring.

Donald Walker
Parish Minister
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HOLIDAYS | DAY TRIPS | HIDES | TAILORMADE TOURS

SPEYSIDE WILDLIFE
Relax and enjoy the wildlife, we’ll take care of the rest

enquiries@speysidewildlife.co.uk | 01479 812498

WWW.SPEYSIDEWILDLIFE.CO.UK

Fully inclusive wildlife watching experiences in the  
Cairngorms National Park, around Scotland, UK and Overseas
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Milton Loch
Kate Johnson

You may recall from the last issue of the BOG standard that 
the community council had been awarded a grant by WREN 
to hire a commercial reed clear for Milton Loch.  Many of you 
were kind enough to put your tokens in our box at Tesco and 
they have given us £1000 from their ‘Bags of Help’ scheme  
towards the costs of this too.   This all meant that we could book  
Derrick, from the Sustainable Water Company to come and 
clear as many reeds as possible from the loch in 6 days.  
No mean feat!

This all needed to be carefully timed as we wanted the work 
done before the breeding season began but when there were 
enough hours of light in the day for him to be able to see what 
he was doing.  Obviously the weather was a big factor too, but 
there was no way of predicting how icy the loch would be in 
February when we booked the work to be done in December.

So Derrick was booked to start work on Monday 12th February 
with Alison Greggans supporting the work and dealing with the 
reeds.  This meant that I spent the week before studying the 
weather forecasts and regularly scanning the loch for bits not 
covered in ice.

Luckily, there was enough he could access and though, 
as I type, he has not finished, it is already looking  
better.  We plan to leave some reeds for the birds 
and animals that like to shelter in them and we know 
this isn’t a permanent solution.   The reeds under the heronry and around the main inlet to the loch have been  
removed but the ones in the middle of the loch are causing a few more headaches.  This area was very closely matted together 
so we may not manage to remove as much as we hoped.  Nature is slowly reclaiming this man-made loch.  

The reeds will grow back and in a few years’ time, we will be doing this again.  But it does mean we will be able to continue to 
do some with volunteers such as Billy, David and Andy using traditional methods to haul the reeds out by the roots.  They are 
always willing to train new volunteers.  

The reeds that are removed will be left at the side of the loch for a while, allowing any little creatures caught up in them to crawl 
back to the loch.  

The January working party was spent doing a quick tidy up then toasting 2018 with a cup of mulled wine and a mince pie or 
two.  March 3rd is our next date.  Can’t promise festive treats this time but do come and join us between 10 am and 12 noon 
to help with the spring time jobs.  
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All Abilities Path for Boat of Garten
Alison Fielding (Community Council) and Heather Bantick (Community Company)

It has been a while since we have provided the  
community with an update about when this path might be  
completed. Readers may remember that creating  
such a path was one of the high priorities identified in the 
last community consultation in 2014. 

Finally we achieved Planning Permission for the path 
in May 2017. Applications are being made to various  
funding bodies for the cost of the path which is about £70,000. 
We are hopeful that our application to the Scottish Rural  
Development Fund will be successful for over half the  
money, so that other charities to which we are applying, 
will agree to provide smaller amounts to enable us to reach 
our target.  Some local groups/organisations have kindly 
agreed to provide letters of support for the Charities which 
require evidence of local support so we are very grateful to 
them.  The Outdoor Access Trust for Scotland has agreed to 
undertake the tendering and managing of any contract awarded on our behalf which will ensure the path is completed to an 
all abilities standard.

Some funders will not be able to tell us if our applications have been successful until much later in the year, but we are aiming 
to get the work started by the end of 2018.

The route will enter the woods behind the community hall, go left alongside the playing field, go up towards the old curling 
pond and then back down a track through the woods to join the wide core path which goes up from the back of the hall to the 
crossroads. It will join that path before the sensitive area for capercailllie begins and will be approximately a mile in length.
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The Community Garden for 2018
Sue Murray, 831 012 or suerjmurray@gmail.com

The garden has had a hard winter but will soon be waking up. The jolly band of volunteers meet once a month on varying days 
of the week, for an hour’s work and then a picnic cuppa with a bite of a scone, biscuit or cake. 

New volunteers are always welcome. Just contact me and then come whenever you can. Skills are welcome but not vital!
We have decided to have the first date before Easter to tidy up the remnants of winter. Then we have a plant sale, this year on 
Sunday 27 May at 14:00-15:30 - put it in your diary!

If any of our volunteers would like to put their name down against a date for supplying the biscuit/cake, that would share the 
job round. It can even be a bought item! No need to show off your baking! Let me know which date you choose.
(Not compulsory but a help). 

I look forward to seeing you at the garden at 14:00 on any of the following dates.... 

   Thursday 29 March
   Tuesday 24 April
   Wednesday 23 May
   Sunday 27 May - Plant Sale
   Thursday 28 June
   Monday 23 July
   Wednesday 22 August
   Friday 21 September
   Tuesday 16 October
   Sunday 4 November - leaf clearing
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Bubblegum and Fluff

On the 5th December 2017, almost 30 Primary six and seven children from Abernethy, Deshar and Carrbridge Schools,  
descended on Boat of Garten Church hall to enjoy a programme of activities under the rather unusual title of ‘Bubblegum and 
Fluff’!  

Bubblegum and Fluff is a programme aimed at primary school aged children which, is designed to tell the Christian message of 
Christmas, through drama, story-telling and craft activities. The hall was buzzing with activity for two hours and judging by the 
level of pupil engagement, the programme was hugely successful and both children and teachers gave the team very positive 
feedback. 

Based on that feedback, it is very much hoped that it will be possible to run a similar programme again this year for the 
Primary six children.

Huge thanks is due to the team of volunteers from Abernethy, Boat of Garten and Carrbridge churches, who worked together 
in this very worthwhile project.
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Hogmanay 2017
Sarah Curley

Boat of Garten Community Hall's acclaimed Hogmanay celebrations last year, rang in the bells for 2018 in a lively, sell-out 
success. The night was enjoyed by locals, visitors and neighbouring villagers who came together to enjoy the most celebrated 
and unique festive date in Scotland.

Hall staff and volunteers came together and relished meeting and greeting all the guests with a glass of bubbly and confident 
smiles for the great night ahead. Eabhal provided a fabulous evening of great live music, and we threw in some games and 
a raffle too. At half time, tummies were filled with traditional stovies and veggie spread provided by The Boat County Inn & 
Restaurant. The perfect ingredients to help us see in 2018, and add just under £3,000 to Hall funds. 

From all at the Boat Hall, we would like to thank all our volunteers, some new faces and some old hands too. We would not 
be able to present such a great event without your help, it's you that helps us ensure that Boat of Garten Community Hall is 
the place to be for Hogmanay! 

Snail with an attitude 

A guy is sitting at home when he hears 
a knock at the door. He opens the door 
and sees a snail on the porch. He picks 
up the snail and throws it as far as he 
can. Three years later there’s a knock 
on the door. He opens it and sees the 
same snail. The snail says: ‘What the 
hell was that all about?’

Racing a bear 

Two campers are walking through 
the woods when a huge brown bear  
suddenly appears in the clearing about 
50 feet in front of them. The bear 
sees the campers and begins to head  
toward them. The first guy drops his 
backpack, digs out a pair of sneakers, 
and frantically begins to put them 
on. The second guy says, ‘What are 
you doing? Sneakers won’t help you  
outrun that bear.’ ‘I don’t need to  
outrun the bear,’ the first guy says. ‘I 
just need to outrun you.’
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Christmas Community Lunch
Caroline Bashford

Last year’s Christmas Community Lunch was held on  
Tuesday 19 December. It was a busy week in the hall with 
the ShowBoaters’ excellent Christmas show being shown 
later in the week. However, it all added to the sense of 
Christmas buzz and there was certainly plenty of that for all 
those who attended. Over 65 people came along and it was  
particularly nice to be able to welcome several of our young 
mums with their wee ones. This is becoming a feature of 
our regular Tuesday lunches and we are delighted that our  
lunches are proving popular with all sections of our  
community.

A huge thanks is due to all the volunteers who made 
this event possible, from those who helped set up and  
decorate the tables, those who slaved over hot stoves in order to  
produce the delicious soups, to the sandwich makers and 
the servers. An excellent raffle was held and run most  
efficiently. The Christmas Lunch contributed just over £350, 
which when added to the rest of the monies raised by 
the Community Lunches since October, has so far raised a  
magnificent total of £1300 for Hall funds. 

Community lunches are in full swing now for the second 
half of the season. The last date for Community Lunch is 
Tuesday 20th March.  They take place every Tuesday in the  
Community Hall from 12.30 pm. Please do come along – 
you can be assured of a very warm welcome and if you have 
any transport difficulties, please do no hesitate in contact-
ing Sarah at the Hall (831123) and we can arrange to have 
you picked up and taken home.

Birch Cottage 
Jackie Wilson

The original Birch Cottage was built in 1900 and bought by 
Mary and Allen Cowe in 1990, after it had been lying empty 
for 2 years.  At the time Allen was working in England, so 
Mary was charged with the daunting task of submitting an  

offer for the property - there  
weren’t the levels of on-line  
communication we  
enjoy today.  They didn’t 
hold out much hope of  
success as they were  
bidding against a  
local builder from  
Aviemore, but they did  

secure the deal and set about submitting plans to construct 
a house around the old building, which would heighten the 
building and top it with a slate roof.  Allen had prepared 
the plans himself, and such was the level of detail that the  
planning department was happy to approve them without 
further ado. 
 
But they had to change 
their original ideas of 
maintaining the old house 
within the new one when 
Allen discovered how the 
old building had been  
constructed.  The outside 
walls consisted of a  
mixture of sleepers, chicken wire and plaster, with the  
inside walls held together by bits of corrugated iron and fish  
boxes!  So it was back to the planners who gave permission 
to demolish the old building and build new, and to “just add 
in anything you want to change”, such was their level of  
confidence in Allen’s plans.  

The work was carried out over a period of 2 years, with Mary 
and family still living inside the old house whilst the new one 
was built around them, often having to reach the bathroom 
under an umbrella!  By this time Allen was working at the 
sawmill and, with the help of Mary, built the house largely 
by himself.

In addition to the cottage, 
there was also a garage 
which had been made from 
an old railway carriage -  
unfortunately it had to be 
demolished as the centre 
of the roof began to sag  
beneath the weight of heavy 
snow in 1991.  The shed  
survived a bit longer, with 
its lovely door painted in  

“coastguard blue” - the name given by Mary as it reminded 
her of the paint colour used on so many outbuildings during 
their time working as crofters on Skye.



BOG STANDARD - SPRING 2018

16

Boat of Garten Christmas Market
Emma Paterson

2017's Christmas Market our biggest, and best yet. With over 40 stalls spread out between the Main Hall and the Lounge, as 
well as carol singing and face painting, there was something for everyone. The stalls are run by local businesses and crafters 
alike, boast all sorts of delights, from seafood to local honey, chocolate to craft gin, cards and jewellery to knitted crafts and 
woodwork, there really was a superb array of things to buy for your nearest and dearest for Christmas. 

Thanks for all who made it possible, especially our volunteers who spend the day setting up, serving drinks and mince pies, 
helping stall holders get set up, clearing the snow form the car park and so much more. Our talented local singers for creating 
an atmosphere of Christmas cheer, and to the Church for lending us some of their tables. You helped us raise a fabulous £750 
for Hall funds. 

We're hoping this year's will be every bit as successful. Booked in already for Friday 7th December - mark it in your diaries now! 
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Juggling to Help our Four Legged Friends
Pete Wright, Norris and Newt! 

A huge thank you to the villagers and visitors of Boat of  
Garten and a special thanks to the 1896 Gallery and Cafe for 
letting us to use their outside space for the event. 

On a wet and cold Hogmanay day a juggleathon in aid of 
Give a Greyhound a hound was a great success.  £300 was 
raised which will go towards rescuing retired Greyhound and  
finding new homes for them.  

As well as helping the greyhounds, over 50 people “had a 
go” at juggling on the day and found out all the benefits of 
learning to juggle.  

Juggling is a fantastic!  It improves coordination is a great 
way to relax, improves reactions, stimulates the brain, is 
great fun, can be done by people of all ages and 1 hours  
juggling burns around 300 calories!  

Go on.... have a juggle, there are loads of juggling tips 
online.  If you are interested in finding out more about  
‘Give a Greyhound a Home’ visit www.gagah.co.uk 

ANYONE FOR TENNIS?

Dust off your tennis racquets and come down 
to Boat of Garten Golf and Tennis Club.

The surface of both courts were improved  
significantly last season and play far bet-
ter than they did previously. Even if you have 
not played tennis before, come and join us.  

We are a friendly bunch and it would be great to 
have more tennis members. Many people have 
played at some time in their youth so don’t be 
shy. Our Club Night is on a Wednesday evening 
starting at 7pm when daylight allows. The Club 
joined the LTA last year. We would also love to 
encourage more junior members to join the  
enthusiastic junior group.

For further information contact Alison on 
831649 or call the club on 831282 Option1
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Indoor Bowling
In the Community Hall on Weds 7pm-9pm

We are a very friendly bunch but always on the 
lookout for new members. Some of our members 
even compete in outside competitions in local 
clubs with some success. 

One of our bowlers is Evan MacKintosh, a  
wheelchair user, he joined us two years ago,  
having played at Newtonmore for 2 years. He won 
the Scottish Disability Bowls Cup in 2017 and the 
Highland Disability Cup in 2016-2017. He is also 
in this year’s final of the Scottish Cup to be held 
in Dundee on 4 March. Evan started bowling as a 
youngster of 11 years at Kingussie where he lived 
at the time, thus showing bowling is for all ages 
and abilities.

Boat of Garten SWRI News

Our winter programme continued in November with Val  
Inglis giving a very interesting talk and demonstration about 
felting where we all had a chance to join in and make a  
Christmas Robin.

In December we were invited to join the Church Women’s 
Guild for a most enjoyable Christmas Party-thankyou to our 
friends in the Church for a great evening.

In January Julia Spencer joined us to delight us all with her 
collection of dolls and discussed their history bringing back 
many happy memories of our childhood.

Our programme continues in February with Alan Bantick  
giving a presentation on Mammals and Birds of the  
Cairngorms and then in March, Dachaidh a local mental 
health charity which supports people with dementia in their 
homes.

Our annual Coffee Morning will take place on Saturday 
24th March at Culvardie from 10.30 to 12.30. Tickets will be  
available for £2.50 in advance from our members. There will 
be craft and produce, bring and buy, plants, tombola and 
book stalls. Proceeds from this event will be donated to our 
funds and local charities.

We meet on the 3rd Monday of every month in Boat of  
Garten Community Hall until June and visitors are very  
welcome to any of our meetings.

Please contact our Secretary Kate Johnson for more  
information if interested on katejohnson197234@gmail.com
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Fergus Ewing MSP
Inverness and Nairn 

When the Scottish Government 
and Highlands and Islands  
Enterprise outlined a plan in 
2013 to increase access to 
next generation broadband 
to more than 150,000 of the  
region’s premises there was great  
scepticism about whether it 
would happen.
 
With little or no fibre optic network in much of the region, 
and no commercial interest from the market outwith eight 
of our largest towns, it was a huge undertaking. Today,  
mainly as a result of the Digital Scotland partnership investment,  
almost 90% of the region’s premises have access to fibre 
based broadband. 

Hundreds of miles of core fibre optic cabling have 
been laid in the region, and 900 fibre cabinets bringing  
superfast are dotted across our communities from Sullom Voe, to  
Campbeltown to the heights of Tomintoul.

Over the past few years the Highlands and Islands project 
has successfully passed its contract targets, including here 
in Badenoch and Strathspey. It’s played a significant part in 
reaching rural areas as we’ve achieved our Scotland wide 
95% coverage figure for fibre access.

Locally 7,700 homes and businesses in towns and  
villages including Aviemore, Boat of Garten, Carrbridge,  
Glenlivet, Grantown on Spey, Kincraig, Kingussie, Nethy Bridge,  
Newtonmore and Tomintoul are part of the new fibre optic 
network.  

 

Latest independent figures from ThinkBroadband  
indicate that 86% percent of constituency premises are able to  
order superfast broadband packages of 24 Mbps download 
or above. Local people are embracing the opportunity, over 
40% of Highland homes with availability are already using the 
new services. Customers can check if they can order faster 
broadband on www.hie.co.uk/fibre 

The Highlands and Islands has seen the largest swing of  
coverage of any part of the country in the past four years, 
it’s a great start, but we are doing more.  At Holyrood in  
December I announced a £600m digital investment, and the 
start of the procurement to find suppliers who can deliver 
access to 30Mbps to every premises in Scotland by 2021.

Again, people are asking if it can be done? Recently I met 
with some constituents who live on A95 near Balnacruie 
who wanted to discuss future plans. Coverage in the Boat of  
Garten area provides a good example of what we’ve achieved 
so far and an idea of how this could be built upon.

More than 350 homes in and around Boat of Garten are 
able to order superfast speeds as a result of three fibre  
cabinets built in the area.  Others, a bit further away from the  
cabinets, may still see the option of better speeds through 
fibre than they had before.

As part of the current roll-out there are plans for two  
connection points called ‘PONs’ which will offer ‘Fibre to the 
Premises’ services (up to 330Mbps) to a small collection of 
homes in the Kinveachy and Street of Kincardine areas. 

But, what about the others? There are homes, like my  
constituents’ who are near the core network, but just too 
far away from the connection points. With fibre capacity  
already so close, they are in a strong position as the next  
contract looks to build on this capacity, creating new  
connection points and finding ways to reach more homes 

and businesses. Furthermore, in order 
to target investment where it is needed 
most, we have taken the decision not to 
focus on urban city centre premises in 
this first phase, but on rural and remote 
Scotland. 

A man asks a farmer near a field,  
“Sorry sir, would you mind if I crossed 
your field instead of going around it? 

You see, I have to catch the 4:23 train.”

The farmer says, “Sure, go right ahead. 
And if my bull sees you, you’ll even 

catch the 4:11 one!”
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Church Guild
Short Resume of Conveners report AGM 12 February 2018

We have enjoyed a successful Programme during the past session with March and April still ahead of us for more fellowship 
together to enjoy.

Our ‘Guild Together’ evening with Gordon Strang was an especially happy evening, with a large attendance of Guilds and 
friends. Always nice to welcome the Moray Presbytery on that occasion and renewing our close friendship with Janet Whyte.

Our Chosen local charity Dachaidh proved very rewarding. Our speaker Mary Duncanson  as a Trustee of Dachaidh gave a very 
interesting talk on the work undertaken. We decided to donate the Strawberry Tea Donations to the charity, in the meantime 
a TV series was filming in Boat of Garten and thanks to Helen Walker for organising another Strawberry Tea the amount raised 
between the two was £843. 

What can be said about our picnic? Each one of us takes away a memory of the love and Fellowship to-gether.  Our thanks to 
Sheila for her presence with us and her strong message which fitted the occasion in ‘The Carpenters Workshop?’ thanks to 
Maureen and Paddy. 

A very good speaker for one of our Guild Projects ‘Care for Mother Earth’, we planned to donate money from a Soup/Pudding 
Lunch, this was another success story. We were aiming to send money for Solar Ovens, we made a fantastic contribution, with 
the help of The Show Boaters Giving a large cheque we were able to fund two Solar Ovens for some of the poorest folks in the 
world.

Our Guild Week Service was lead by Sheila Wallace, a service which was much praised by the congregation present, thanks to 
all who took part.

Christmas with the Rural, another very enjoyable evening, made all the more enjoyable with some young folks from Deshar 
school with Lorna Cormack helping. Great Dumpling!!!! And mince pies thanks to Audrey and Walkers!!!!!!

A very pleasant start to 2018 with Ruth Hutchison and friends, how refreshing to hear the commitment of four young ladies 
dedicated in their faith. Still enjoyed mince pies!!!!!!

During the year our contribution to charity is tremendous 

Dachaidh - £823
Red Cross (Blankets for Syria) Guilds together - £150
Haiti Project - £250 
Christian Aid Caring for Mother Earth Ovens - £400
Church Heat - £150

Health Walk

As the bulbs in the garden push their heads through the soil in anticipation of Spring we hope to encourage more people out to 
walk. If you are looking to improve your overall well-being and haven’t walked for a while you will find that walking in a group 
is a great way to start and to keep motivated.

You may have seen our group  ‘pottering’ around the village on Wednesdays -however our pottering does add up. Over the last year our  
regular walkers have each clocked up a total of 66 miles – more than two marathons!

We don’t set ourselves targets. The length of the walk and the route is adapted to suit the weather conditions and the needs 
of the walkers. 

If you would like to join us, simply turn up at the gate of the Community Garden outside the Boat Hotel at 1.30 pm on a Wednes-
day. There is no charge but we usually finish up at Dow’s Osprey Café for a cuppa afterwards. If you have any questions any of 
the leaders would be happy to help.

Anne Goodall 831562 - Bev Birchwood 831379 - Liz Johnstone 831166 - Britt Taylor 831060 - Maureen Smyth 831327 
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Abernethy and Aviemore Angling 
Improvement Association

The Opening Day Ceremony 
was held at the Boat Bridge on 
Saturday 17th February when 
the fishers met at The Boat  
Hotel and then proceeded down to 
the river for the Toasting of the New 
Season. 

Hopefully the fishing will be as con-
sistent as salmon catches were up in 
2017 to 118 fish with several in the 
20lb range with a cracking best of 
28lb. Seatrout numbers were also up 
in 2017 to 156 with the average size 
an impressive 3.5lb with many in the 
6lb to 7lb range.

Members Fishing Permits can be 
obtained from the treasurer Joan 
Jeffers on 01479 821803 at a cost of 
£200 for adults and £120 for seniors.

Visitors can obtain a Day Ticket for 
£45 or a Weekly Ticket for £165 from 
Boat of Garten Post Office.

For the benefit of our local children, 
those under 16 years of age can fish 
free obtaining a ticket from the treas-
urer Joan Jeffers on 01479 821803.

Good health, good luck and tight 
lines to all our Fishers in 2018!
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Free  Concert
Nethybridge Community 

Centre
Nethybridge 

6pm March 25th

Abirneithi 
Sinfonia

Tickets Free.
Exit donation

for a local 
charity.

Conductor 
Michael Graham

A programme of light classical 
music including

“Grand March from Aida”
“Gabriel’s Oboe”

“Pirates of the Caribbean”

Concert will last approximately 1 hour

For further information please contact
Margaret Norgate 01479 821 308
or
Aileen Fox 01479 831 771

Abirneithi Sinfonia

Following the recent invite, for musicians to 
take part in an orchestral event in Nethybridge  
Community Hall, the organisers are delighted that 42  
musicians have signed up. The event will take place on 24 
and  25 March 2018.

The musicians will meet with young professional  
conductor Michael Graham on Saturday evening 
and will rehearse together from 10:00 on Sunday.  
Following the rehearsals, there will be a free concert starting 
at 18:00 on Sunday 25 March. The concert is open to all and 
is expected to last about an hour. The varied programme of 
light classical music will include Verdi’s “Grand March from 
Aida”, Ennio Morricone’s “Gabriel’s Oboe” and music from 
Disney’s film “Pirates of the Caribbean”.

Whilst the concert is free, donations will be collected for a 
local charity, which will be announced before the start of the 
performance.

“Aberneithi” is the original name of Nethybridge derived 
from literature from James Mcleod piper and forester. The 
arrival of the railway caused the railway company to rename 
the village “Nethy Bridge” to distinguish it from an existing 
Ab-ernethy south of Perth. “Sinfonia” is an alternative name 
for a small chamber orchestra derived from the Italian for 
symphony.

Thank you to Robert Walters for these 
beautifully atmospheric pictures,  

including the one on the front cover.
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Shades of Eve

Local girl Jess Turner from Drumguish, by  
Kingussie, is in the final year of her Applied Music ( BA Hons)  
degree. Studying with The University of Highlands 
and Islands, she is also a pupil of vocal studies with  
Margaret Izatt, Vocal Tutor at The Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland. In May, Jess will do her final performance exam in  
Stornoway. As part of her preparation, she has  
organised a small recital for family and friends and anyone 
who would like to come along and support her. Although 
Jess performs regularly with Musick Fyne, both as an  
ensemble singer and as a soloist, the chance to run through 
her recital programme with an audience would be a great 
help as she works towards her performance exam.

As part of her research, Jess has been considering 
the role of women in song over the past 350 years, 
hence the title - ‘Shades of Eve’. Songs from different  
genres including Opera, Lieder, Musical and Art Song are  
included for the recital. Lasting about 45 minutes,  
anyone is welcome to attend and to enjoy tea and cakes  
afterwards. Entry is free but if you feel you would like to make 
a donation, contributions will be welcome in aid of Scottish 
SPCA and The RAF Benevolent Fund.
 
If you have an hour to spare at 3pm on Saturday 
21st April and would like to support Jess with her  
preparation, it would be great to see you at Boat of  
Garten Community Hall.

 

Ospreys Play and Pray 

 
 

 
Monthly on Mondays 

5 March 2018 
30 April 2018 
4 June 2018 

 

EASTER ACTIVITES 
Palm Sunday 25 March 10am 
St Columba’s Church 
Procession and activities for children 
Good Friday 30 March 11am  
Walk and picnic up Fairy Hill – Bring own food. Meet at Boat of 
Garten Church 
Easter Sunday 1 April 8am 
Easter Day Celebration at Loch Garten. If possible please bring 
refreshments to share 
 

Contact 831252 for more information or just come along 

Ospreys is a group for children age 4 and 
upwards, where they can explore Christian faith 

in a fun way with stories, games and crafts 
New children and parents/carers are always welcome 

St Columba’s Church Hall, Boat of Garten 3.30pm – 
4.30pm (after school) 

 

 

Working Group on Speeding 
Liz Johnstone

This sub group of the Community Council has been working 
since October on the problem of traffic speeding through 
the village and surrounding area.  We have received advice 
and help from representatives of Highland Council Roads  
Department, the Police and Safer Routes to School and  we 
have explored various ideas for speed limitation.

There are plans for a speed survey in the village and  we hope 
to have 3-2-1 countdown signs to the 30mph signs at the  
entrance points to the village.

The Police have also advised that residents can  help by  
reporting  incidents of speeding  by phoning 101 or  
emailing Crimestoppers. There is no need to supply vehicle  
registrations.

We now have a new electric sign complete with smiley face 
which shows the speed of vehicles entering the village from 
the direction of the school.   
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Boat of Garten and Kincardine Churches 
 
 

Weekly Sunday Worship 10am - St Columba’s Church, Boat of Garten 
Everyone always welcome 

 
Fri 2 Mar 19:00  World Day of Prayer Service. Carrbridge Church 
 
Mon 5 Mar 15:00 - 16:30 Ospreys Play and Pray.  Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Sun 11 Mar 10:00  Mothers’ Day.  Worship Service. Boat of Garten Church 
 
Sun 11 Mar 18:00  Reflective Service.  Kincardine Church 
 
Mon 12 Mar 14:30  Boat and Kincardine Guild meeting 

Speaker - Margaret King DCS; Journey around Palestine. Church Hall 
 
Sun 18 Mar 10:30  Joint service in Boat of Garten Church and Stated Annual Meeting 
 
Thu 29 Mar 19:30  Tenebrae Service. Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Good Friday 30 Mar  

11:00  Walk and picnic up Fairy Hill – organized by Ospreys Group for   
   all children, parents and friends. Meet at Boat of Garten Church. 

  19:00  Joint reflective service with Communion. Abernethy Parish Church 
 
Easter Sunday 1 Apr  

08:00  Easter Morning short celebration service. Loch Garten 
 
  10:00  Easter Day celebration service with Communion. Boat Church 
 
Tue 3 Apr  12:30  Soup and Sandwich Lunch.  Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Sun 8 Apr 18:00  Reflective Service with Communion.  Kincardine Church 
 
Wed 11 Apr 14:30 - 16:00 Daffodil Teas organised by Boat and Kincardine Guild. Church Hall 
 
Mon 30 Apr 15:30 – 16:30 Ospreys Play and Pray.  Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Tue 1 May  12:30  Soup and Sandwich Lunch.  Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Sun 13 - 19 May    Christian Aid Week 
 
Sun 13 May 10:30  Joint Worship Service - Christian Aid. Carrbridge Church 
 
Sun 13 May 18:00  Reflective Service.  Kincardine Church 
 
Pentecost Sunday 20 May   

10:00  Worship Service.  Boat of Garten Church 
 
 

Everyone is invited to come and join us for any or for all of our events and services. 
The usual time of the Sunday morning service in Boat of Garten Church is 10am 
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