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BOAT OF GARTEN AND VICINITY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

  in the Community Hall at 7.00pm on Monday 25th June 2018 

 

1 Present on 25th June 2018:  

 CC members: Alison Fielding (Chair), Brian Tolson, Ian Bashford, Julie Mossman, Kate Johnson and Liz 

Johnstone  

 Ex officio: Muriel Cockburn (Highland Council) 

   Members of Public-Anna Barton 

Apologies were received from: Pete Wright, Neil MacIver (Police) Jackie Wilson & Penny Dunbar (Residents) 

 

Alison welcomed everyone to the meeting 

 

2 Minutes of previous AGM of 2017 

The minutes of the AGM were adopted, being proposed by Brian Tolson and seconded by Kate Johnson. 

 

3 Annual Report 

 From the chair, Alison Fielding submitted the following report which was taken as read having been 

circulated in advance. 

 

Chair’s report to the AGM on 25th June 

 

Thank you to all members of the Community Council for their work during the year. Thanks are also extended to 

Cllr Muriel Cockburn for all her support with many issues, to Cllr Bill Lobban as well and to Willie McKenna for 

his support relating to CNPA matters. Thanks also to Liz Cowie and Shairon MacArthur from the Ward Office. 

 

The BOG Standard continues to be ably produced by Cath Wright, our editor. Particular thanks goes to her for all 

her hard work and to Jackie Wilson who continues to mastermind the collation of adverts. Thanks also go to 

Groverprint which publishes the magazine. Many positive comments about its contents are received. Thanks also 

go to the team of deliverers who continue to do this task on a voluntary basis. 

 

There are a number of issues which have come to our attention this year: 

BROADBAND 

In October 2017 we learnt that the Cairngorm Community Broadband (CCB) initiative had had to be suspended as 

the Scottish Government had changed their policy and decided to roll out the R100 programme instead. Much 

frustration was felt given the amount of work which had been undertaken. The R100 is scheduled to be completed 

by late 2021 but there remains concern that some isolated rural communities will not be reached and will require a 

different solution. Hence CCB was suspended rather than closed. Our grateful thanks go to Brian Tolson for all the 

hard work he and his team undertook prior to the suspension of CCB.  

PLANNING 

The Community Council exercises its statutory right to respond to all planning applications. In the past year 

objections have been filed to 3 applications. Most notable was the Kincardine Lodge application. This was turned 

down by Highland Council and then appealed to the Scottish Government. The Scottish Government Reporter 

turned down the Appeal which was good news for all those who objected. Currently there is an application for a 

mast to be placed on the grass verge at the western edge of the village which has caused considerable disquiet in 

the community. An objection is being made partly on the grounds that a site on the railway yard was given 

planning permission in June 2017 and this is the preferred site of the community. 

ALL ABILITIES PATH 

Funding applications have been made and it is hoped work on this path will be able to start in October/November. 

HOUSING 

We would like to welcome all the new residents in the housing estate at the west end of the village. It was very 

pleasing that a number of local residents on the housing waiting list were given offers for the affordable sector 

housing. The more expensive houses have been completed now, some of which should be occupied shortly. 

However the Big Conversation and Survey held on 28th April 18 identified a further need for more affordable 

housing and a special public meeting will be held in the autumn about this. 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

A survey was included in the March BOG Standard to which 207 responses were received. This was followed up 

with a Community Consultation Event held on Saturday 28th April 2018 which was well attended. Our thanks go to 
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Karen Derrick of VABS for chairing this event and to all those who worked on the prior survey. The outcomes and 

commentary were included in the June BOG Standard.  

 

 

 

CNPA 

This Community Council responded to the Local Development Plan Main Issues Report in February 2018 on a 

range of issues. These included information on housing and the need for affordable housing to remain in the 

affordable sector.  

MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

The legal process of transferring the Playing Field to the Community Hall Committee is still on-going although it is 

hoped it will be completed shortly. The legal transfer of the Milton Loch Woodland to the Community Company 

has begun. These transfers are because the Community Council should not own land due to constitutional issues. 

Kate Johnson continues to mastermind the Milton Loch Woodland volunteers and is thanked for all her work in that 

regard. 

SPEEDING GROUP 

Thank you to Liz Johnstone who chairs this group which is liaising with Highland Council to achieve further 

improvements to the infrastructure of the village to reduce the problem of speeding.  

POLICE LIAISON 

PC Neil McIvor is now our link with the Police and sends periodic reports to meetings and attends when his work 

allows. 

FINALLY I would like to thanks all those who volunteered at our recent Village Spring Clean and to Deshar 

Parent Council for the barbecue and the cooking. Thanks also to the Community Company for the maintenance of 

the village website. 

 

Alison Fielding 

Chair 

Dated 16th June 2018 

 

  This report was adopted, as proposed by Brian Tolson and seconded by Kate Johnson . Alison was thanked 

both for her report and her work as chair of the Community Council during the year. It was commented on 

how much has been achieved in the last year. An opportunity for questions was offered but no discussion 

followed. 

 

4 Treasurer’s Report – 

 

Treasurers Report for Financial Year 2107/18 

AGM on 25 June 2018 

 
This has basically been another solid financial year with income and expenditure similar to last year, except some 

significant one of expenditure payments. 
 

 

1. At 1/4/17 the total asset balance was £15,697-20 while the balance at 31/3/18 was £5697-17, giving an end 

of year working deficit of £7000-03 

2. At 1/4/17 the Treasurers account stood at £10892-26 while was £5463-43 at the year end giving a deficit of 

£5428-83 

3. At 1/4/17 the Milton Loch Account balance was £ 299-71, while being £1299-71 due to no expenditure but 

a donation of £1000-00 from Tesco, for which we are grateful 

4. At 1/4/17 the Environmental account balance was £3825-23, while the year end balance was £1499-03 

giving a deficit of £2326-20.  This was due to funding two expensive survey reports into extending the 

pathways around the village 

5. In terms of income for this year, we once again received the Highland Council annual grant of £811-50 as 

well as an additional regional grant of £500-00.  We are also grateful once again to the generous donation 

of £500-00 from the Reidhaven Estate.  This means that the level of donations was higher than last year, 

but there was no income generated from the playing fields this year. 
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6. The costs of producing the BoG Standard was £1951-00 compared to £1986-00 last year and we are 

indebted to Grover Print being able to keep the cost as low as possible.  The income from the Bog 

Standard, which is mainly from advertising, was £2940 compared to £3407-00 last year. 

7. Administrative costs were broadly the same as last year, except the payment of the CC Secretary’s annual 

honorarium of £250—and the back-payment for the previous year. 

8. There was a slight increase in donations paid out, which included a personal payment for voluntary help 

with the playing field, funding towards the Deshar School PTA bonfire night and the funding of a village 

defibrillator through Lucky2BeHere. 

9. The main reason for the year end deficit of £7000-03 was the legal fees amounting to £6303-64 for the 

transfer process of the playing fields  to the BoG Community Hall and Milton Loch to the BoG Community 

Council. 

 

Once again, may I thank all of those who have supported the Community Council in the last year, and despite 

having a large trading deficit last year, we still have a healthy financial reserve after a difficult year. 

 

May I thank once again Mr Finlay M for his patience in auditing these accounts for yet another year and for Mrs 

Helen Walker’s sound advice and help in keeping me financially sane. 

 

 

Ian R Bashford, 

BoGaV Community Council, 

Treasurer 

 

Dated 24 June 2018 

 

The accounts were accepted-proposed by Brian Tolson and seconded by Kate Johnson. 

Alison thanked Ian and Findlay for their hard work over the last year.  

 

5 Election of Office-bearers 

In accordance with the Constitution, all office-bearers demit at each Annual General Meeting. 

At this point Brian Tolson took the chair for the election of Chair as follows- 

Chair: Alison Fielding, proposed by Liz Johnstone and seconded by Kate Johnson. AF will hold office for 

one more year then step down. 

Alison Fielding resumed the chair at this point. 

          Vice Chair-Brian Tolson, proposed by Ian Bashford and seconded by Kate Johnson. 

Secretary: Julie Mossman, proposed by Liz Johnstone and seconded by Kate Johnson. 

Treasurer: Ian Bashford would like to step down from role due to health reasons and post will be listed as 

vacant.  

Brian Tolson proposed a vote of thanks to Ian for all his hard work in the role. 

 

A vote of thanks was also proposed to Finlay MacEachern as auditor for all his hard work in year. 

 

6-Date of next AGM-this will take place on  24th June 2019 

 

 

THE MEETING WAS THEN CLOSED BY ALISON FIELDING AT 7.30.PM 

. 

 

 


