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Annual Village Spring Clean – Saturday 23rd April 2016

What do you get for the clean up?  
Smart rubber gloves, litter picks, bags and designer yellow tabards!! 

What is your recompense?  
BBQ & Refreshments on your return!

10.30am  start time, please meet at the Community Garden

Well, hopefully all our heads have stopped spinning from Christmas, Hogmanay, Burns Night and more…... welcome to 2016; the 
days will soon be brightened by spring flowers bursting through and my, how quickly my first edition of the BOG Standard, as 
editor has come around! I was pleased when Alison and Jackie approached me to take over as editor and as I put the Spring edition 
together, the first conversations we had last year, seem a long time ago – but it’s been great fun and please do give me your feedback! 

As well as being the best place to find all your local trades, information and events, this issue will bring news from the church, Strathspey 
Steam Railway, Christmas raffles, the Community Hall and so much more. So please, stop reading this bit and dive into another 
page! Don’t forget this is ‘your’ BOG Standard and is made up of articles written by people like you, so no matter how young or old 
you are, how big or small the story, please send it in for the next issue in June to the contact details below by the beginning of May.

All Articles & News: Cath Wright, Editor
email: coppergreen@outlook.com

BOG Standard is published by the Community Council, which appoints the Editor and underwrites the costs not covered by advertising. 
Articles published express the views of the authors and not the Council or Editor, unless otherwise stated.

BOG STANDARD  - SPRING 2016

Before Christmas The Village Shop 
& Post Office ran a raffle in aid of  
Macmillan and raised £175. All prizes 
were made and donated by Val Ingils

1st prize (Nativity Scene) 
Kate Johnson

2nd prize (Santa Claus) 
Louise Wylie

3rd prize (Christmas Decorations) 
Daniel Gurney
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A cup of Coffee with Claus

By Cath Wright

Claus Andersen is known to most in the village as Sous Chef at 
Andersons Restaurant, but hailing from Denmark (although 
he is actually ½ German, ¼ Swedish and ¼ Danish) just how 
did he end up in Boat of Garten back in August 2007?

Claus always used to find 
himself helping his Mum in 
the kitchen as he grew up, but 
didn’t think you could actually 
make a living out of cooking, 
so he headed off to college to 
become a Lab Technician! Soon 
realising he didn’t have the 
required qualifications to be 
able to continue, he switched to 
Catering College and chose the 
four and half year course that 
would allow him to travel Europe and would eventually lead 
him to Scotland. In November 2000 he had the opportunity 
to work abroad in Strathspey during a placement for two 
weeks, returning again in 2001 when he was offered a 
contract with the Hilton, Coylumbridge. Following this he 
headed down to North West England for a year at the historic 
Shrigley Hall in Macclesfield, then back home to Sønderborg 
in Denmark for four months before finally graduating in 

October 2004. 

After graduation, he started 
looking for work and sending 
out his CV, but suitable jobs to 
further his career were thin on 
the ground and Claus made the 
call to the Hilton, although they 
initially said they would get 
back to him in a few days; they 
in fact took 10 minutes to offer 
him a place back in the kitchen, 
as a Commis Chef. With that, 

belongings were packed into storage, tickets booked and he 
was on his way to his new ‘home’ in the Highlands. During 
this same time, his old Sous Chef from the Hilton (Steve 
Anderson), was opening Andersons Restaurant for business 
in Boat, eventually Claus walked in for a spot of lunch and 
walked out with a new job as a chef, later becoming Sous 
Chef to Steve; that was in August 2007 and he has been 
there ever since!

Claus had not been to Scotland before that first time in 2000, 
but after watching films such as Braveheart he had always 
been intrigued and inspired by a country so different to his 
native Denmark, with majestic mountains and raging rivers. 
This doesn’t just apply to Claus, his Mum would dearly 
love to retire here and his Uncle even plays in a pipe band 
and supports Celtic. For 8 ½ years Claus has been happily 
settled in Boat, living next door to the Post Office, but says 
that family does seem far away at times, so most holiday 
opportunities are spent going home and catching up with 
them although this year he does aim to have a holiday 
somewhere else, hopefully in Italy.

Although he has a passion for Italian food, his real heart lies 
in baking and pastry! As a youth, whilst his school friends 

were out enjoying their weekends Claus was working the 
4am shift in a local bakery, which 
he continued through college. 
Although he sometimes has to 
control his more experimental 
side in the restaurant when it 
comes to their freshly baked 
bread, he and Steve can be more 
adventurous with the delicious 
ice-cream flavours they create, 
such as Baked Potato or Black 
Treacle (my personal favourite – 
Cath!) Although the hours can be 
a bit antisocial and near enough always include weekends 
and evenings, working in the kitchen Claus loves hearing his 
diner’s feedback and enjoys being able to see through the 
kitchen hatch and glimpse people enjoying and sharing their 
dishes with each other.

In his spare time from the kitchen he enjoys walking and 
gaming on his Xbox, going to the gym and supporting his 
football team; Newcastle United (apparently he was an Alan 
Shearer fan from an early age!) No pets himself after an 
unfortunate incident with a ‘male’ Dessert Rat as a teenager, 
which went on to have a lot of babies (yep it was a surprise 
to say the least,) he is happily a surrogate Uncle to Charlie 
the Pug back home in Denmark. Claus is a bit of a movie buff 
and loves comedies, especially Adam Sandler films with his 
favourite being The Wedding Singer and old-school horror 
films and good old action movies. When it comes to music, 
its ‘proper’ rock all the way, with bands like Pink Floyd, Led 
Zeppelin and The Who with a bit of folk and funk thrown in 
for good measure. After the final slurps of coffee were drunk, 
a few final words were spoken…….” My Mum’s Pickled Pork 
recipe is…………….”

750 g lean pork belly
2/3 water
1/3 vinegar
10 peppercorns
4 bay leaves
8 cloves
Sugar
3 small onions ( finely sliced)
2 leaves of gelatine per litre  
of finished cooking liquer

Cover the belly with water and vinegar in a pot and add the 
spices. The spices are per litre of liquid. Bring to the boil and 
cook until tender. Then take it out and leave to cool completely. 
Once chilled slice the belly into 1 cm slices and arrange in a 
dish. Skim the cooking liquid and add the slices onions. Leave 
the spices in the liquid and bring to the boil and add about  
100 g sugar per litre of liquid. Leave to simmer for about 15 
min. Meanwhile soak the gelatine and add to the liquid once 
it is off the heat. Then pour the liquid over the sliced pork 
belly and leave to cool before putting in the fridge. Can be 
kept in the fridge for about 3 weeks. Really nice on rye bread 
with a little bit of mustard. 

“A regional dish from Southen Jutland, traditionally eaten 
in the run-up to Christmas....but personally I could eat it all 
year round.”
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Church Matters

By Sheila Wallace

Stained glass windows have always held a fascination for me. 
I love the way that they can speak ~ often without words 
~ especially when sunlight streams through, bringing the 
colours to life. 

In December we held a candlelight service in Kincardine Kirk 
on the Sunday before Christmas, and alongside our usual 
carols, readings and reflections we gave thanks to God for 
the gift of life in wee Louis Robert Moes and we asked for 
God’s blessing on him.

Mum and Dad, Heather and Thierry, were invited to bring 
Louis to the front of the kirk and the three of them were 
introduced with these words: “We gladly welcome them to 
this beautiful little church…. built to the glory of God. A holy 
place where people over many, many years have brought 
their children so that they can come to know God and be 
blessed by Him”.

Proud grandparents, James and Penny Dunbar, looked on, 
and as Louis’ eyes took in the light of the flickering candles, 
he must have wondered what it was all about….

Little did he know that he was surrounded by family history 
because several generations of Dunbars have lived around 
Pityoulish and Kincardine, and his great great grandfather 
was involved in the renovation of Kincardine Kirk in the late 
1800s. We see his name in the beautiful Rose Window which 
proclaims the message God is Love and his wife’s name is on 
one of the other stained glass windows too. 

Coloured glass was used in Christian churches as early 
as 348AD and during the Middle Ages they became more 
popular but they weren’t just for decoration. They were used 
to illustrate Bible stories, especially for the many people at 
that time who couldn’t read. Who knows…. maybe those 
images and messages would stay in their minds and hearts 
until the following Sunday. No books or media screens for 
them….

The lovely wee church at Kincardine is full of history ~ set in 
the most tranquil of settings. The door is always open and 
it’s an oasis of peace in a hectic world. All are welcome at 
any time.

May God’s hand continue to rest on Heather and her family.

Blessings,

Sheila
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Kincardine window, Penny Johnson

Church Guild Dates:

3 March: Scone and cream tea at 2-4pm
4 March: World Prayer Day
14 March: Sheila Wallace DCS at 7.30pm
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Dear Friends

Nepal

I wonder which of the developing countries worldwide we, 
in Boat of Garten resonate with most?  Could it be Nepal?  I 
recall the 21st September 2015, when we had a wonderful 
evening of information on Nepal and fundraising for the 
people there, following the devastating earthquakes in April 
and May last year.  With numbers of our local people having 
visited Nepal there was enormous interest and generosity at 
that gathering.  

Joel Hafvenstein, a new Mission Partner of the Church of 
Scotland, has just gone to work with the United Mission 
to Nepal, together with his wife Fiona and young sons, 
Caleb and Isaac.  Both Joel’s and Fiona’s parents worked 
for the UMN in the 1980s.  Joel has worked in Afghanistan 
and Nepal, and visited 20 countries, seeking to reduce the 
impact of natural disasters, making people less vulnerable, 
and supporting disaster resilience.  Training and assisting 
with the re-building programme are very high on the agenda 
for Joel, and Fiona too 

We are privileged that they are partnered with the Presbytery 
of Abernethy and thus with Boat of Garten Church. They 
have asked for prayer as a family and for strong friendships, 
as they continue with the initial months of Nepali language 
study and cultural orientation, as they adapt to the day-to-
day challenges of life in Nepal, and for an end to the Nepal-
India border blockade.  

Thank you for your interest and support in them and their 
work.

Donald Walker

Parish Minister
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        Alban Tree Care & Consultancy
Graduate tree specialists
Fully Qualified & Insured
All aspects of Tree surgery
Consultancy from tree surveys to woodland 
management 
Mobile Sawmilling
Firewood - Hard/softwood or mixed loads, split or 
logs
Wood chip for garden use
Wood splitter hire

For a free quote or information please call us or visit our website:
       

     01479 821659 or 07595 300026 
  www.albantreecare.com  albantreecare@me.com
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Most Successful Year On Record At The Strathspey Railway, 
2015!

By Deborah Quinn 

We are delighted to announce that more visitors stepped 
aboard our Steam and Diesel services in 2015 than in any 
other year in our 45 year history. Over 70,000 families, 
couples and groups joined us for one of our heritage 
trains for special Dining experiences, Events and Highland 
Tours between January and December – which indicates a 
staggering 50% rise in passengers since 2012.

Our festive season brought a stunning end to a fantastic year. 
For the first time, Festive Dining experiences were served 
aboard our new restaurant coaches, and our sell-out Santa 
Express and Mince Pie Specials proved as popular as ever. 
Just over 9500 visitors came from all over the world to travel 
aboard our Winter Specials, a 33% increase on 2014.

Such statistics prove vital when it is considered that every 
penny spent by visitors is invested through the not-for-profit 
organisation back into a huge operation which includes 
maintenance of engines that date from the late 1800s, 
maintenance of vintage carriages, and maintenance of our 9 
½ miles of Highland Railway track between Aviemore, Boat 
of Garten and Broomhill.

David Fraser, Chairman, Strathspey Railway Charitable Trust 
said “The Railway offers a truly unique experience in a very 
tourism-intense area of the country. There are some other 
fantastic attractions here in the National Park and within 
the wider Highlands boundary – so our focus over the last 
few years has been to develop and promote the exceptional 
experiences that we can offer visitors, such as Dining on 
Board, our Special Events (including Peppa Pig and the Santa 
Express Specials) and unique Tours and Packages that we’ve 
established with our local partners.   Visitors have responded 
in their droves to the improvements we’ve made, and this 
is reflected by the increase of 50% more visitors we’ve seen 
travelling on our trains since 2012. We’ve never seen growth 
like this, and we have to keep moving forward. Thanks to 
the surveys our visitors have completed, we know what 
experiences we’ve provided work really well, and what we 
need to improve on. We’ve already implemented some 
changes for 2016 and our new Dining Menus are available 

on our website, with online booking for our full 2016 offering 
being available later this month. Such activity will ensure 
our experiences become even better and word spreads even 
further about the fantastic trips we deliver to local residents 
and visitors. We don’t receive any public funding for our 
Railway, so attracting visitors aboard our train services is 
vital in keeping this Highland heritage movement alive.”

The Strathspey Railway’s 2016 season will host more Dining 
and Event Specials than ever before. The Season begins in 
February with vintage Diesel tours. Steam services return on 
4th March, ahead of the Railway’s Mother’s Day Special.

Other Specials that are planned for 2016 are:

Vintage Diesel DMU Specials:  
10, 11, 13, 14, 17, 18, 20 & 21 February 
Only in February – join us for a scenic vintage trip enjoying 
the panoramic views aboard our diesel rail car! 

Mother’s Day Special 6 March 
Treat Mum this Mother’s Day with a Traditional Sunday 
Feast the whole family will love! 3 Delicious Courses will be 
served aboard our new restaurant coaches, hauled by our 
steam engine.

Easter Special 27 & 28 March 
An Egg-citing family day out with The Strathspey Railway 
and HopScotch magic! Learn some amazing circus skills! 
Get your Easter glitter tattoos done on board and see our 
special guests Pop the bunny and Tiki the hedgehog! Some 
great family fun awaits this Easter so be sure to come 
along! Standard fares apply but spaces for this special are 
limited so booking online is essential!

Kids’ Railway special with Peter’s Railway 9 & 10 April 
For the first time ever, you are invited to a family special 
dedicated to the young visitors who live and breathe 
Railways! Ride in our Special Officer’s saloon for this 
special, visit our Aviemore sheds and Turntable and why 
not get your unique signed copy of one of the new Peter’s 
Railway books? Author Chris Vine will be our special guest 
on the day for an exciting experience all around Railways!

For more information on The Strathspey Railway’s services 
and The Strathspey Railway Charitable Trust’s progress, visit 
www.strathspeyrailway.co.uk
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Andrew Thoirs
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    You’re Welcome At 
 

Boat of Garten Golf and Tennis Club 
                

 

 
 
 
 

                           
                                    Contact the Secretary’s Office, 01479 831282 (opt 2) or email: office@boatgolf.com for a Membership Pack.   
 
 

                                         We hope to see you soon! 

HOUSE MEMBERSHIP  
 - Allows use of the catering 
and bar facilities at 
discounted rates! 
 
Individual membership £25  
Family membership £45  
(2 adults plus up to 3 
children under 18). 

GOLF  
- New Members are welcome at the Club. 
Annual membership (excl SGL levy): 
Full Membership           £346 
Country Membership   £296 
Young Adult (18-24)     £170 
Young Adult (25-30)     £204 
Junior U18                        £70 
Junior U16                        £40 
Payments by instalment available 

2014 -  
Voted Best Course in Scotland    
with a Green Fee Under £50!! 

TENNIS - Season tickets –    
  Adult             £40                          
  U18 Junior   £16 
  Family           £90  
  (2 adults + up to 3 children) 
  
Club nights Wednesdays – 
all standards welcome 
Coaching sessions 
 
 Or Court Hire  
 

Inspection & Testing
Boat of Garten, Inverness-shire

Portable Appliance (PAT) Testing
All Prices Fully Inclusive and VAT Free

Up to 20 items - £55
Each additional item - £1

✓ Appliances Tested, Labelled and Logged
✓ Minor faults repaired
✓ Compliance CertiÞcate 
✓ Room by room Schedule
✓ Action Sheet for Failed Appliances
✓ NO CALL OUT CHARGE AND VAT FREE
✓ Reminder sent when re-test due*

*We recommend annual testing, however this is NOT a legal requirement

Tel: 0208 79 80 81 9
email - pat@certus.org.uk   .   www.certus.org.uk

Lethendryveole House, Kinveachy, Boat of Garten, PH24 3BT

Delivering to you the client:
! Planning to Completion on New Build, 

Extensions and Renovations
! Eco Friendly Specifications
! Timber Frame Manufacturer
! General Building Maintenance & Repair
! Replacement Windows, Doors and Stairs
! Kitchen Showroom & Full Time Designer
! Value for Money

Tel: 01479 872818
or vist our website 
www.awlaing.co.uk

Established in 1921
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Speyside Property Services 

 
We offer a unique service for property owners in Aviemore, Boat of Garten and the surrounding Strathspey 
and Badenoch region. We cater for all aspects of essential property maintenance whether your investment is a 
holiday home, holiday rental, hotel or B&B. 
Speyside Property Services will have or create a package to suit you. 
Our many years of building experience mean we can help you with any renovations and re-decoration. If you 
are looking to renovate your property or add any extensions get in touch and we can help with everything 
from ideas to building regulations. 
We also offer a full interiors refurbishment service, taking care of the whole house or just one room from 
flooring to furniture, using only the finest products available. 

01479 810656 
info@speysidepropertyservices.com 
www.speysidepropertyservices.co.uk 

 

Highland Home Centre 
We are committed to giving our customers that personal touch from start to finish. 
Why not come along and visit us at our showroom in Aviemore and see how we 
can transform your home and garden into that magical haven you truly deserve. 

 

  

Stoves               Hot Tubs      Outdoor Living 
   

Highland Home Centre  
1 Dalfaber Industrial Estate, Aviemore PH22 1ST  
Showroom Hours:  01479 812433 
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm  www.highlandhomecentre.co.uk 
Saturday 9am -12pm  info@highlandhomecentre.co.uk 
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Wee Bogees

By Kim Dixon

Winter and the Christmas season offer lots of inspiration for 
Wee Bogee sessions, although numbers attending can be a lot 
more variable, so adds to the challenge of planning activities.

For Christmas we got the glue and glitter out to make our own 
Xmas baubles.  There were feathers, felt and a few wobbly 
eyes glued with great gusto.  Not too sure we created any 
future heirlooms, but those taking part had plenty of fun.  

We ‘farewelled’ Allison, from the Care And Learning Alliance, 
who has moved onto new challenges.  Allison has been coming 
to Wee Bogees for many years with lots of creative ideas and 
song singing so will be much missed.  However, we welcomed 
her replacement Hanna, who clearly has the same flare for great 
activities.  She had the children making Christmas Wreaths with 
paper plates and lots of felt shapes and tinsel.  My daughter’s 
wreath certainly had pride of place throughout the Xmas period!

Occasionally we need to use the Art Room to make way for CNPA 
meetings at the hall.  This gives us a great opportunity for more 
messy activities as we can take advantage of the vinyl floor.  For 
one session we had a fabulous time with foam.  This was a great 
hit and the kids were well and truely up to their armpits in it.  On 
another week we made fake snow.  The children mixed 1kg of 
cornflour with 1/2 a bottle of baby oil - once the powder settled 
and got mixed with the oil, the kids spent ages just squishing 
and scrunching the “snow”.  The sounds it made were incredibly 
realistic for the type of snow that you get that kind of squeaks 
when you’re walking on it!  Fortunately for us, the Art Room also  

 
has some big sinks to make the clean up operation nice and easy.

Our last session doubled as a birthday party for one of our 
2 year olds.  The children all had a fanastic time playing in 
cardboard tunnels and forts.  They were then suprisingly 
quick to get the hang of pass the parcel, followed by pin 
the tail on the donkey.  Obviously it was also a day of extra 
yummy treats at snack time that was clearly a big hit.

Wee Bogees meet 10am - 12pm, Fridays at the Village Hall
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Where 2 Without the Community Car Scheme?

At Badenoch & Strathspey Community Transport Company 
(BSCTC) we are often told how great our Community Car 
Scheme is and that many people say they don’t know where 
they would be without it. “I just wouldn’t get out of my house 
if it wasn’t for the Car Scheme and the great drivers they’ve 
got. I would only be able to speak to people on the phone.”

NOWHERE is where some people would be. They would be 
stuck at home with very little contact or interaction with 
others in their community. They may even have to move 
from their home sooner than if they had access to the vital 
life and health services. They would most definitely have 
decreased independence or lose independence altogether.

Loneliness and isolation are quick to set in when people 
don’t interact with others. “I just sit at home and when I look 
at the clock it just says it’s only 2 o’clock and I think is that 
all? It’s depressing.”

Our volunteer Car Scheme drivers fill a huge gap for some 
of our vulnerable residents of Badenoch & Strathspey. They 
get them out and about to health appointments, shopping, 
hair appointments, social events and link them to available 
public transport. “The drivers are marvellous. They can’t do 
enough for me and even carry my shopping into the house 
for me.”

There are a good number of vulnerable, some elderly, clients 
in Boat of Garten with a defined transport need. We are 
needing more volunteers to join our Boat of Garten pool of 
drivers, to let us continue to offer our vital services. I am 
therefore appealing to you to think and see if you have a 
little spare time to join our Boat of Garten volunteers and 
help people in your community. It is on an as and when you 
can basis, with no explanations or justification necessary – 
you just say “yes” or “no”. 

Expenses are paid and we support you with advice, free 
training and parties and outings to thank you for your efforts.

Volunteer drivers say that they get a lot out of driving clients 
around. They get to know more people and the area better. 
It can fill a gap in their lives too, especially following a 
bereavement, moving into a new area, retirement etc., and 
helps ease their own loneliness or isolation. “It gives me a 
sense of purpose and is my good deed for the day.”

Please give it some thought and if you wish to hear more 
about the Community Car Scheme contact Ros by telephone 
on 01479 810004, email ros@ct4u.co.uk or drop a wee note 
of interest to Ros Munro, BSCTC, 2 Inverewe, Grampian 
Road, Aviemore, PH22 1RH. 

People in Boat of Garten are 
needing your help! 

 

Strathfest Soup and Sweet

With a piper to greet you at the door the Strathfest Soup and 

Sweet welcomed you with a warming bowl of soup, to stave off 

the cold, and delicious puddings to finish! But what is so special 

about this event? It’s the entertainment from some of the valley’s 

young talented musicians (see photo). What delights we had from 

piano to fiddle and clarsach to voice in a variety of styles! Strathfest 

organise this event to raise funds for the Badenoch and Strathspey 

Music Festival. (It raised £100..thank you.) 

This year’s Festival starts on March 14th and runs over a period of 

10 days at various venues throughout the valley, including two days 

in Grantown. The programme and the latest Strathfest News will be 

out in February. Why not come 

along to one of the events or 

come to the final concert? 

Come and enjoy hearing our 

local musicians. The Tuesday 

Community Lunch Club will 

run until the last Tuesday in 

March which is Tuesday 29th 

March . All ages are welcome 

at 12.30 in the Community 

Hall every Tuesday until then.
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Ian Rourke Painters Ltd 
 

For all your decorating needs— 
internal and external  

No obligation quotations  
prepared to meet your  

requirements 
 

For further  
details,  

contact Ian on: 

Telephone—  
01479 831230 
07841 697793 

 

 

Email— ianrourke41@btinternet.com 

Big Thank you!

The Community Company Directors would like to thank Helen 
Geddes for her time as a Director. She has been an invaluable 
source of energy and knowledge during her seven years’ 
service. She has lead the Heritage group on the management 
and development of Station Square, been an active member 
of the Community Garden group, lead investigator for Milton 
Loch improvement and supported numerous initiatives within 
the village. Her recent achievement was as lead organiser for 
our Burns Supper, which was very well supported. Helen was 
presented with card and flowers at our AGM in November 
and we wish her well with a little more time now to devote to 
other things. I’m sure Helen will continue to support numerous 
initiatives in the village and we look forward to her support 
again at a later date. Community Company Directors
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Burns in the Boat

By Helen Geddes

Well an enormous thank you to all the helpers at our recent 
fund raising Burns Supper.  A great time was had by all and 
we raised over £1,000 for all the village groups that are 
part of the Community Company - such as the Community 
Garden, the Boat of Garten Chorus, the bird and squirrel 
feeders outside the Community Hall, the Community Ranger, 
the Football Team, BoGWiG and our newest members - 
Strathspey Winds. 

Over 30 people pulled the evening together, my personal 
thanks to them as “it could not have happened without you”.   
Thanks to the Hall management team, to the Golf Club and 
to the Boat Hotel for sharing so willingly your pans and other 
resources (including a great tattie masher). It is so positive 
when the village organisations all contribute to produce a 
successful event. 

The speakers were memorable and the repartee was 
electric! Ian Bashford regaled us in verse, a true follower 
of the bard; Tim Pott and Annie Forwood toasted and 
responded in true Burnsian style - even seeking audience 
participation. I particularly liked Annie’s theory that all 
women’s troubles were down to the opposite sex... (men-o-
pause, his-terectomy and guy-nacology!). Ailsa Hepburn, an 
interloper from Carrbridge, was our talented young piper for 
the evening.  She performed with panache and charm right 
on cue. 
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Our sponsors were generous in their support with Beinn 
Dubh being donated by the new Strathspey Distillery, 
the Cairngorm Brewery, Steve at Andersons, Gill & 
Harvey at Moorfield 
G u e s t h o u s e , 
Walkers of 
Aberlour for their 
tasty oatcakes, 
Mackinnons of 
Speyside for 
the delicious 
haggis, both of 
our village shops 
and Ian Grover at 
Groverprint for 
producing the eye 
catching posters 
and tickets at 
“good” price. 

Stop Press!   For all those talented engineers and 
designers out there, here is a chance to produce 
something really useful......We need a couple of 
robust tattie mashers for next year’s Burns Supper. 
We borrowed one from the Boat Hotel, but it is a 
vintage edition and we can’t find one to buy. So can we 
commission a design within the village. Ideas to Jackie 
Wilson (jack.ian@btinternet.com) or Helen Geddes 
(helengeddes@aol.com). There could be a couple of 
free Burns Supper tickets in this for you! 
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A  RUBY BLACK  SINGLE  MALT
SCOTCH  WHISKY

Distilled, matured and bottled in Scotland by
Speyside Distillery, Kingussie, Scotland

www.beinndubh.com

 Available from The Deli(Kingussie), The Speyside Centre(Grandtown On Spey)

Cairngorm Brewery Shop and Cairngorm Creations(Aviemore)

from November 1st 2015

Speed things up with Superfast 
Broadband

Boat of Garten and Vicinity 
Community Council

For many residents, access to the 
internet is essential, be that for 
work, study or for just watching 
cats do funny things on Youtube.  
Towards the end of 2015 sections 
of the road and pavement were 
dug up and the infrastructure 
for superfast broadband was 
installed.  A couple of green 
cabinets popped up in Boat of 
Garten village and this, according 
to one BT Engineering, “is where 
the magic lives”.

Superfast broadband has been 
switched on and if you are within 
the range of these new cabinets, 
speeds of up to 74mb are 
available, that’s about 10 times 
faster than what was available 
before the new infrastructure.  
Improved speeds are available 
within a radius of about 2km (1 ½ 
miles) from the cabinets.  

For properties not within the 
range of the new cabinets and not 
able to access the new improved 
speeds, this new information will 
no doubt cause some frustration.  
Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
(HIE) are working with Community 
Broadband Scotland and CNPA, 
to try and deliver improved 
broadband availability to areas 
not currently able to benefit from 
the new developments.

To check to see if you are able to 
access Super-fast broadband you 
can contact your existing supplier 
or visit one of these websites to 
check the status:

www.hie.co.uk – search for “superfast broadband” on the site and you will find a handy tool that if you put in your postcode 
it will tell you if you can access the services or not.  (Telephone support on 01463 234171 and ask to speak to the broadband 
team). 

www.broadbandchoices.co.uk - one of many price comparison sites that allows you to enter your address or telephone 
number to see the range of internet packages available at your property. 

www.superfast-openreach.co.uk – this is BTs own site which monitors the roll out of Superfast broadband across the UK.  
(Telephone support on 0800 100 400).          

If you are not “on-line” and want to give it a go, local libraries occasionally put on taster sessions or there is a computer at 
Boat of Garten post office which has access to the wonderful world of the internet.    
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What’s on in Boat of Garten 

Tue 1 March @ 19:00 Indoor Bowls Community Hall 

Wed 2 March @ 09:45 Yoga Community Hall 

Wed 2 March @ 19:00 Indoor Bowls Community Hall 

Thu 3 March @ 14:00 Church Guild: Scone and Cream Tea Church Hall 

Thu 3 March @ 19:30 Bingo Tea Community Hall 

Fri 4 March  Church Guild: World Prayer Day Church Hall 

Sun 6 March Mother’s Day Lunch Strathspey Steam Railway 

Mon 7 March @ 15:30 Ospreys – Play and Pray St Columba’s Church Hall 

Mon 7 March @ 19:00 Illustrated Talk: The Battle of Jutland by Tim Honnor Community Hall 

Sun 13 March @ 19:00 Basket Whist Community Hall 

Mon 14 March @ 19:30 Church Guild Church Hall 

Mon 14 March Badenoch & Strathspey Music Festival 10 days Various 

Mon 14 March @ 19:00 Badminton Community Hall 

Thu 17 March @ 19:30 TOMS: Jonathan Fournel on the Piano Community Hall 

Sun 20 March @12:00 The Boat Hall Wedding Fair Community Hall 

Mon 21 March @ 19:00 Badminton Community Hall 

Mon 21 March @19:30 Mallory: Beyond Everest by John Burns Community Hall 

Mon 21 March @19:30 SWRI Community Hall 

Sun 27 March @ 19:30 Bingo Tea Community Hall 

Sun 27 & Mon 28 March Easter Special Strathspey Steam Railway 

Mon 28 March @ 19:00 Badminton Community Hall 

Fri 1 April @14:00 Where 2 Today: Ceilidh, Tea and Cake, Raffle Glen Grove, Newtonmore 

Thu 7 April @ 14:30 Community Garden Work Party Community Garden 

Sat 9 April @ 10:30 The Friends of Ian Charles Hospital: Coffee Morning British Legion, Grantown-on-Spey 

Sat 9 & Sun 10 April Kids’ Railway Special with Peter’s Railway Strathspey Steam Railway 

Sat 16 April @ 19:30 TOMS: Maximiliano Martin and Friends Community Hall 

Sat 23 April @10:30 Annual Village Spring Clean Community Garden 

Fri 29 April @ 14:00 Where 2 Today: Ceilidh, Tea and Cake, Raffle Aviemore British Legion 

Mon 9 May @ 15:30 Ospreys – Play and Pray St Columba’s Church Hall 

Sat 14 & Sun 15 May Cairngorms Nature Festival Various locations 

Thu 19 May @ 14:00 TOMS: Aly Bain and Phil Cunningham  Community Hall 

 

Mondays 14:00 Windgroup Practice Community Hall 
Mondays 17:00 (from May – Sept) Abernethy Bowling Club Nethy Bridge Green 
Tuesdays 12:30 (until 29 March) Community Lunch  Community Hall 
Wednesdays 13:30 Health Walk Community Garden 
Wednesdays 09:45 Yoga Community Hall 
Thursdays 17:00 (from May – Sept) Abernethy Bowling Club Nethy Bridge Green 
Fridays 10:00 – 12:00 Wee Bogees Community Hall 

 



BOG STANDARD  - SPRING 2016

15

Boat of Garten and Kincardine Churches – Services and Events 
 
Thursday 3 March 2pm. Daffodil Tea for Guild projects. Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Friday 4 March  7pm. Joint World Day of Prayer Service. Duthil Church (Carrbridge) 
 
Sunday 6 March  10am. Mothers’ Day.  Worship Service with Osprey’s Play and Pray.   

Boat of Garten Church 
 
Monday 7 March  3.30 – 4.30pm. Osprey’s Play and Pray.  Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Monday 7 – Sat 12 March Annual Community Charity Shop and Book Sale at Abernethy Parish  

Church.  See posters for times. 
   

Sunday 13 March  10am. Worship Service.  Boat of Garten Church 
6pm. Reflective Service.  Kincardine Church 

 
Monday 14 March 7.30pm. Guild meeting. Speaker – Sheila Wallace. BOG Church Hall 
 
Palm Sunday, 20 March 10.30am. Joint Worship Service.  Boat of Garten Church, followed  

by Stated Annual Meeting 
 

Thursday 24 March 10.30pm. Deshar School Easter Service. Boat of Garten Church 
7.30pm. Tenebrae Service. Boat of Garten Church Hall 

 
Good Friday, 25 March 11am. Walk and picnic up Fairy Hill – organized by Ospreys P&P group for all children, parents & 

friends. Meet at Boat of Garten Church.  
7pm. Joint reflective service with communion. Abernethy Parish Church 

 
Easter Sunday, 27 March 8am. Easter Morning Service of Celebration. Loch Garten 

10am. Easter Day Service of Celebration.  Boat of Garten Church 
 
Sunday 3 April   10am. Worship Service with Communion.  Boat of Garten Church 
 
Tuesday 5 April   12.30pm. Soup and Sandwich Lunch. Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Sunday 10 April   10am. Worship Service.  Boat of Garten Church 

6pm. Reflective Service.  Kincardine Church 
 
Monday 11 April   7.30pm. Boat of Garten Church Guild AGM. Church Hall 
 
Sunday 17 April   10am. Worship Service.  Boat of Garten Church 
 
Sunday 24 April   10am. Worship Service.  Boat of Garten Church 
 
Sunday 1 May   10am. Worship Service.  Boat of Garten Church 
   
Tuesday 3 May   12.30pm. Soup and Sandwich Lunch. Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Sunday 8 May   10am. Worship Service.  Boat of Garten Church 
 
Sunday 8 May   6pm. Reflective Service.  Kincardine Church 
 
Monday 9 May  3.30 – 4.30pm. Osprey’s Play and Pray.  Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Pentecost Sun, 15 May 10am. Worship Service.  Boat of Garten Church 
 
Sunday 15 - 21 May  Christian Aid Week 
 
Sunday 22 May   10am. Worship Service.  Boat of Garten Church 
 
Sunday 29 May   10am. Worship Service.  Boat of Garten Church 

 
Everyone is warmly invited to come and join us 

for any of our services and events. 
 

The usual time of Sunday morning services in 
Boat of Garten Church is 10am. 



Boat Reel 
By Emma Macdonald 

Boat of Garten Community Hall saw the launch of Boat 
of Garten’s very own Neighbourhood Cinema – The Boat 
Reel – in October with the screening of family favourite, 
Paddington! This was enjoyed by a sizeable audience, 
with the younger members of the audience finding the 
comfortable beanbags provided at the front of the ‘cinema’ 
to their liking – a guaranteed, prime viewing position!  With 
the high quality surround sound and new screen, feedback 
was very positive as to the whole cinematic experience!  

Since then 6 more films have been shown and we have been 
greatly encouraged by the feedback, but it is clear that we 
will have to improve our methods of communicating ‘what’s 
on’ as many folks have said that they would love to have 
attended but they simply did not know the date and times 
of the films!  We will endeavor to ensure that notices are 
placed in strategic places around the village so there should 
be no excuse for missing out on a local movie night!

One of the highlights of the season so far has undoubtedly 
been our showing of the well loved Disney film, ‘Frozen’ – a 
great favourite with all the younger members of the family!

Over 30 children attended the craft workshop before the 
showing of the film. With the help of many enterprising 
Mums, sleighs and cars were created from a cardboard 
box and who would have thought that children would be 
happy to sit in a box for two hours, as they joined in with the 
singalong version of Frozen! Happily, all the children were in 
good voice, with all the little Elsas in the audience ‘letting it 
go!’

 
 

We hope that our Neighbourhood Cinema continues to 
run through the winter months and we would very much 
appreciate your input. 

What films would you like to see?  Would you enjoy a special 
themed evening – e.g. a silent movie night, a Grease dance 
special? Whatever it might be, we would love to hear from 
you. 

All ideas to info@boathall.com or contact Emma, 01479 
831123
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Health Walk

By Anne Goodall

Some of the Health walkers had a lovely evening out at 
Anderson’s Pie Night recently. Gisela Simpson had just 
returned from her trip to New Zealand and we enjoyed 
hearing about her travels – especially about being able to 
enjoy walking in the sunshine!

The group continues to meet every Wednesday at 1.30pm at 
the Community Garden. We usually walk locally for between 
1 and 2 miles (adjusted to suit individual needs). If it is not 
suitable for walking, we still meet up an hour later at Dow’s 
where we enjoy a cuppa and Sue’s lovely baking.

If you haven’t been on one of the Health Walks – why 
not make 2016 the time to try?  We are a friendly bunch 
who welcome new members. Anne Goodall   831 562, Liz 
Johnstone   831 166, Britt Taylor   831 060 

The Friends of Ian Charles Hospital

invite you to their Annual Fund-raising Coffee Morning

Saturday 9th April 2016

10.30 – 12.00

at the Royal British Legion, Grantown-on-Spey, Stalls and Raffle

The first Community Garden 
work party for anyone who 

would like to help is on Thursday 
7th April at 2.30 in the  

Community Garden opposite the 
Boat Hotel.  

Just turn up.
Tea and bun afterwards.
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It’s about so much more than bird food!

By Alison Greggans

An odd species turned up in Deshar woods early January – 
a starling sized bird that is usually spotted on the coast in 
winter, or on passage from its breeding grounds in the high 
Arctic. Poor thing was blown well off its course by storm 
Frank and must have died from exhaustion in an alien pine 
plantation landscape. Little Auks in Deshar? That has to be 
a first!  

Winter storms are not unusual, but their frequency 
geography and severity is. Climate change inevitably means 
there will be winners and losers, which apply just as much to 
us as well as wild life (ask anyone from Ballater!). Adaptation 
is key, but more so, the rate at which we and ‘our’ wildlife can 
adapt. Our actions – big and small - influence this adaptation 
rate and nowhere more so than in our own back yards.

At this time of year, we’re looking forward to hearing birds 
singing out their arias in our gardens and woodlands - a 
sound which lifts spirits and eyes to the skies. . I love having 
a coffee outside the Post Office and feeding scraps of my 
lunch to Beth and Dave’s family of resident House Sparrows. 
I believe they have at least two broods and are doing well. 

Bird song is a good anecdotal indicator as to how well UK 
and migratory species have survived the winter weather, 
migration and - longer term - changes in climate. But what 
species of bird in the UK are actually winners and losers in 
terms of climate change?  According to BTO (British Trust for 
Ornithology) of 106 common birds in the UK, 55% are on 
the up and 51% going down. Ornithologists and ecologists 
working for the BTO and other NGO’s have grave concerns 
about urban specialists such as House Martins, Swifts and 
House Sparrows (the Post Office family aside). Population 
declines are in freefall and no one is sure why – is climate 
influencing habitat and food availability? Are migratory 
hazards causing concerns such as bad weather and/or 
hunting? Probably ‘all of the above’ but what is dreadful is 
that 50% of species we have taken for granted are now in 
decline, and some have been for a while. It’s unthinkable 
to never again hear evocative calls of the Curlew, Golden 
Plover, Dotteral or Ring Ouzel in upland habitats. 

As an individual it all seems too despairing, especially if 
you’re scratching your head staring at the sight of a dead and 
storm-battered Little Auk lying at your feet - in a woodland! 

But take heart, because there are things we can do for our 
visiting wildlife that will lessen impacts of climate change at a 
very specific level and which collectively, will be immense! It 
starts in our own back yards.

To a bird, your garden is as much a part of the wild as 
everywhere else. Your feeders are no different to a berry-laden 
bush or tree, or a bird table to a woodland floor strew with 
pine cone seeds or beech masts. Birds seek our feeders when 
their natural preferred food supply diminishes. Birds don’t lose 
the ability to forage for themselves because we feed them 
(thank goodness – think of the expense!) they are genetically 
programmed to exploit the best food sources when biological 
requirements dictate.  So when certain species disappear from 
the feeders it’s not necessarily a bad thing. However, doing 
some or (worse) ALL of the below, is a bad thing, and could 
mean species disappear – for good: 

BAD 
• Providing scraps which are high in sugar and low in saturated 
fats 
• Unsanitary feeders 
• Spilled seed left on flat surfaces were birds hop about 
and spread disease such as  Trichomonosis -  a devastating 
infection that effects Greenfinches in particular.

What we do in our back yards can be great if we remember:

It’s about so much more than bird food! Think big ... think the 
whole garden! 

GOOD 
Plant:  
• Native nectar rich flowering plants and shrubs to attract 
pollinating insects such as moths butterflies ladybirds and 
hoverflies and (something to watch out for at this time of 
year) Early bumble bees - queens have two yellow stripes and 
a bright orange tail. 
• Shrubs such as hawthorn, guelder rose, dogwood and ivy to 
provide roost and nest sites as well as flowers and fruits. 
• A native tree. Next to Oak and Willow, birch is great for 
insects as it provides pollen and seeds

Provide water: 
• Vital for preening as well as drinking. It doesn’t have to be 
fancy, you can encourage bees, butterflies, squirrels, birds and 
(if you’re lucky) hedgehogs to your ‘garden spa’ by using an 
upturned (old fashioned) bin lid or plant saucer.  Or better still 
....  
• Dig a pond!

Compost heaps: 
• Essential for invertebrates, soil enrichment and the 
gardeners back and a winter home for small mammals too

Good wildlife gardens are great habitats. Imagine what an 
interconnected ribbon of fabulous wildlife friendly habitats can 
do to mitigate negative effects of climate change for Boat of 
Garten’s incredible wildlife? It doesn’t have to involve expensive 
bird seed. 

Feeding garden birds is big business – a multibillion dollar 
global industry – which begs the question “who or what are 
we benefitting by buying all this stuff?”  If you think about the 
patch at the back (or front) as an extension of the wider natural 
world, you can create sanctuaries for birds and lots more 
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besides ... a habitat that provides food, shelter and safety all 
year round is great for wildlife, birds included – and us! 

I’m looking forward to working with Deshar pupils in creating 
more wildlife refuges in their grounds by doing all of the 
above. We will also be growing nutritious food which is good 
for them and good for wildlife too! 

But there’s a lot to prepare before the children can wade in.  
So, if anyone would like to help Please do get in touch!!
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Watch the world famous ospreys 
Get up close to the red squirrels 
Share our family fun activities together 
Walk forest trails to peaceful lochs 
Browse in the gift shop 
Then sit down and enjoy a cuppa! 
 

The centre is open from the start of April to the end of August, though the 
wider reserve is open all year.  
We’re near Boat Of Garten - follow the brown “RSPB Ospreys” signs.  
Entrance charges apply.  
 
 

Call 01479 831476 
Visit www.rspb.org.uk/lochgarten 
Email abernethy@rspb.org.uk 
facebook RSPB Operation Osprey  
Twitter @RSPBLochGarten  
  
 
 

 

Loch Garten  
Osprey Centre  

 

Registered charity England and Wales 207076, Scotland SC037654  
Red squirrel: Andrew Mason (rspb-images.com) 
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Last week I saw a team of little 
animals and a team of big animals 

playing football.  
During the first half of the game, 

the big animals were winning. But 
during the second half, a centi-

pede scored so many touchdowns 
that the little animals won the 

game. When the game was over, 
the chipmunk asked the centi-
pede, “Where were you during 

the first half?” He replied “Putting 
on my shoes!”

}Pies? Pie Night returns!
Every Wendesday

A Delicious pie with mash or chips, and a beer or wine for only £12
Every Wednesday @ Anderson’s Restaurant, Boat of Garten

Call 01479 831466 to book. www.andersonsrestaurant.co.uk
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Housing Development Update

Boat of Garten and Vicinity Community Council

Since the felling of trees on the site in November/December, 
residents will have observed that no further work has been 
undertaken in January and be wondering why. Regrettably 
communication between Davall Developments and residents 
has been negligible, despite requests for it to be improved, 
especially for the households most affected. Efforts continue 
to be made to improve this.

Following communication between the Community Council, 
Seafield Estate, CNPA and the Developer, answers to some 
residents’ questions have been forthcoming. 

Firstly, the original site plans approved by CNPA showed a 
line of trees remaining around the perimeter. After initial 
felling of the trees, it transpired that expert forestry advice 
was to fell the remaining line of trees which would be 
otherwise potentially unsafe in high winds. This required 
an amendment to the Planning Consent asking to remove 
the remaining trees, which was ultimately granted by CNPA. 
Inexplicably a handful of trees were left, a few of which 
have, not surprisingly, come down in the recent strong 
gales, causing damage to properties and fencing of houses 
in Craigie Avenue. 

Secondly, the mounds of roots of the trees visible within 
the forest, especially at the crossroads, have been placed 
there on purpose as part of the mitigation measures for 
Capercaillie. Although ugly at present, we are advised that 
they will settle down and overgrow naturally over time, and 
provide effective camouflage for the birds. Seafield Estate 
has put up an explanation sign at the crossroads. The Estate 
also has responsibility for ensuring that the forestry company 
restores the main tracks once weather conditions allow.

The Community Council has been advised that further work 
on the site has been held up because in December Scottish 
Water and the Developer were still in negotiation over the 
cost of the Developer contribution to further upgrade of the 
sewage system. Agreement is thought to be imminent but 
until technical approval for this and for water supplies for 
the housing are agreed, Road Construction Consent can’t be 
granted by Highland Council. Also the Developer is awaiting 
technical consent to the revised landscape plan from CNPA 
for the same reason. The Developer remains hopeful all 
agreements will be in place to allow road construction work 
to begin in mid-March.

Once work begins again on site, Mr McGougan, the Project 
Manager, has agreed to erect a noticeboard on the edge 
of the site, beside the Community Hall car park, on which 
a map of the site and proposed housing will be displayed, 
along with information about what is happening on site. 
This information will be updated periodically throughout 
the construction period. This request was made by the 
Community Council as a way of ensuring that the community 
is kept much better informed than has been the case to date.  
In the meantime, the Community Council will put up some 
information on the Hall noticeboard inside the foyer.

Sewage and Drainage

Boat of Garten and Vicinity Community Council

The Community Council has been in discussion with Scottish 
Water [SW], Highland Council [HC], Cairngorms National 
Park Association [CNPA] and the Scottish Environment 
Agency [SEPA] about these issues in Boat of Garten.

It is agreed that the building and operation of the new Waste 
Water Treatment Plant has complied with the Planning 
Application and Variations and that it is now operating 
within the regulatory guidelines.  However, the one area 
of non-compliance was the Landscaping Plan and this has 
now resulted in a Second Landscaping Plan being submitted 
by SW, which has just been agreed by CNPA, taking into 
consideration the views of the Community Council.  This 
will commence later this year and the CC is still in discussion 
regarding attempts to reduce the negative impact of the site 
on our village and the reintroduction of a pathway from the 
plant to Drummullie.

There have been significant concerns relating to the 
Treatment Plant odours, noise and the monthly de-sludging 
process.  SW have undertaken an independent study on 
both ‘Noise’ and ‘Odours” and while the reports indicate 
that the plant is operating within the guidelines, SW have 
implemented some measures to reduce this impact. To 
reduce the odours SW have capped the septic tanks, placed 
metal covers on some channels, ensured that the correct 
piping is used at all times, developed an odour filter for the 
tanker pumps and commissioned further work by an odour 
expert in this field. In terms of noise, SW attempted to reduce 
the plant to working with only 3 septic tanks to reduce the 
de-sludging process, but this has not worked and SW have 
reverted to the use of the 4 planned septic tanks, but are 
using their largest tanker to try to reduce the number of trips 
as much as possible.  Sound proofing has been installed in 
the Blower Cabinets to reduce the background noise of the 
pumps.

HC have already repaired a number of road water gulley 
drains in the vicinity of the Post Office and repaired a number 
of faulty cross connections between the sewer and the road 
drains, and this seems to have stopped the back flow of raw 
sewage onto the road.  They have indicated that they will 
undertake a CCTV survey of the drains to assess condition 
and identify any further required remedial action.

SW have already carried out a CCTV inspection of the main 
sewer and have undertaken some minor repairs.  While 
SW maintain that the sewer is generally in good condition 
although old, it is known that there is a potential bottle neck 
near the Post Office and when the new Treatment Plant was 
built only a small portion of the main sewer was replaced.  
The CC have formally requested that consideration be given 
to replacing the whole main sewer.

In most of the village, the road and roof water drainage 
flows in to the drains, which then connects to the sewer, 
which discharges into the River Spey.  Therefore, during very 
heavy rainfall, there is an overflow of ‘screened sewage’ into 
the river at the outflow pipe just down from the bridge and 
this is both expected and planned in the plant design and is 
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normal practice.  On a number of occasions there has been an overflow of sewage material from the overflow pipe, but this has 
come from a fault in the pumping station software, and this has been rectified.  The CC are concerned about this overspill and 
have been in discussion with SEPA.  We have been reassured that the water contaminant levels are normal for the river, but SEPA 
have agreed to undertake more intensive non-routine river sampling below, at and above the site and also sample some of the 
overspills.  The results will be available this year.

 The CC are still awaiting the results of both CCTV surveys, the details of complaints since January 2015 and what further work 
HC and SW intend to carry out on our sewers and drains.  Hopefully these will be forthcoming in the near future to ensure that 
our system in the village is operating properly and is fit for practice.
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Cellar Sunday

Every Sunday night @ Anderson’s Restaurant, Boat of Garten
6pm to 9.30pm excluding July and August

Call 01479 831466 to book. www.andersonsrestaurant.co.uk

Traditional
Sunday Roast

£11.95
Bring your own wine!

No Corkage Charge

With all the trimmings
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 Q: Did you hear about the 
race between the lettuce 
and the tomato?  

A: The lettuce was a "head" 
and the tomato was trying 
to "ketchup"!
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Boat of Garten  
H o g m a n a y  
C e i l i d h  
with Eabhal

 

We are well-stocked, with a personally curated book selection.  We provide a 
personal shopping experience for book buying, recommending and discussing over a 
wide range of interests.  We are described on Tripadvisor as “a gem of a book store” 

and are supported by many returning customers, both holiday makers and locals.

Our particular strengths are the Scottish and Children’s/Young Adults’ Sections.  
History, Politics and Outdoor Pursuits are also well served, plus an extensive and 

constantly refreshed Modern Fiction section.

34 High Street,
Grantown-on-Spey,
PH26 3EH

01479 873 433
thebookmark.grantown@googlemail.com
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To celebrate Dodo’s 80th birthday in November 2015………….

…at a TOMS concert, the internationally renowned Tim 
Kliphuis Trio played ‘Happy Birthday’ for him before he was  
presented with a bottle of his favourite Malt whisky with 
greetings and huge thanks from all members of TOMS for all 
his help with every single concert over the last eight years

 

…Showboaters hosted a birthday party for him and his guests 
in the Hall at which, Emma, on behalf of the Hall, and again 
with huge thanks for his tremendous help, presented him 
with a lovely James Gordon framed photograph of a steam 
engine Dodo Loved it!

 

….and Showboaters recorded what an integral part he is of the 
group, as a performer, as a wonderful friend, and, of course,as 
the chief set builder, then gave him a framed photo of what 
we all agreed was the best set he had designed and built with 

Freddie... . . . . . . .
for The Steamie! 
During his 
birthday week 
Dodo received 
so many best 
wishes, befitting 

a man who represents 
the ‘gentle’ in gentleman, 
and is one of the best 
loved members of our 
community.
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ABERNETHY BOWLING CLUB 

 
Meet every Monday & Thursday at 7pm May 

through to early September. 

 

The green is located behind the Community 

Centre in Nethy Bridge.  

 

Visitor bowls available. 

 

Visitors and new members welcome. 

 

Enquiries 821320 
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OSPREYS – Play and Pray
Ospreys is a group for children aged 4 and upwards, where they can explore the Christian faith in a fun way with stories, games, 
crafts and songs. New children and parents/carers are always welcome. Contact 831252 for more information or just come 
along.

Where: St Columba’s Church Hall, Boat of Garten

When: Monthly on Mondays, 3.30-4.30pm after school

Dates: Monday 7 March, 9 May, 6 June 2016

Also:   

Come and CELEBRATE EASTER

Sunday 20 March at 10am in St Columba’s Church - PALM SUNDAY Procession

Friday 25 March at 11 am – GOOD FRIDAY – Walk, story, picnic up Fairy Hill. (Meet at Church)

Sunday 27 March at 8am – EASTER DAY – Service for all ages at Loch Garten
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Some of the children from Ospreys  
‘Play and Pray’ group taking part in the  
Christingle Service held on the 13 Dec 
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Riddles!!!  
(answer these if you can!)

1. Tear one off and scratch 
my head what was red is 

black instead......

2. The eight of us go forth 
not back to protect our king 

from a foes attack.....

3. What room can no one 
enter?

(1. Matchstick, 2. Chess Pawns, 3. A Mushroom)
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SWRI News Spring 2016

By Britt Taylor

Our first meeting of the year started off with Maisie McCrae, who is a member of Glasgow Gathering of Quilters, giving us a talk 
about and showing a selection of quilts. The quilts made by the group were on the subject of their first impressions of the river 
Clyde. Quilts included a map of the Clyde from Leadhills to the Firth of Clyde with all the windmills, a beautiful sunset over the 
Clyde Shipyard, the lighthouse, sailing boats, fish and underwater landscapes all beautifully stitched and very colourful. A big 
thank you goes to Anne Goodall who organised this for us.

By the time you read this we will have had our February meeting when Richard Green will be giving us a very interesting talk 
about Iran in the Seventies.

In March Paul Blount gives us a talk about what is happening at the Strathspey Railway. For both the March and April meetings 
we will be back to our normal evening schedule.

In April in addition to our AGM, Gilly Howarth from Kingussie will talk about and demonstrate microwave cookery.

The Schedule for Grantown show is now out with the show being held on the 11th August, entries have to be in by the 7th July. 
I hope that many of our members can enter something for this show plus the arts and craft exhibition which is being held in 
Inverness in May.

Dates for your diary:

16th March, Aviemore open meeting, Stay safe from Scams.

23rd March, Abernethy open meeting in the Church Hall.

2nd April, Variation on a theme at Kyleakin starting at 11:00, Lunch £4.50, Afternoon tea £3.50.

4th May, Group AGM 6:00 for 6:30 buffet style meal at Nethy Bridge Golf Club (to be confirmed).

6-7th May, Art and Craft Exhibition at Kingsview Christian Centre Inverness.

16th May, Pot Luck Supper at Knock of Drumuillie.
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   The Osprey Music Society at Boat of Garten Community Hall 

                Programme 2015 – 2016 
 

 
THURSDAY 11 FEBRUARY 2016              DANTE QUINTET  
The Dante Quartet  -  Krysia Osostowicz – violin:   Oscar Perks – violin:   Yuko Inoue – viola:                              
Richard Jenkinson – cello:  are joined by Daniel Tong – Piano 
Beethoven: Shostakovich: Elgar 
Ticket Prices:  £14 members:  £16 non-members:  £5 students:  £2 under 16 
 
 
THURSDAY 17 MARCH 2016                        JONATHAN FOURNEL – Piano 
Debussy: Chopin: Scriabin: Beethoven:  Tchaikovsky: Schubert:                                                                                                      
Ticket Prices:  £12 members:  £14 non-members:  £5 students:  £2 under 16 
 
 
SATURDAY 16 APRIL 2016                MAXIMILIANO MARTIN AND FRIENDS 
Maximiliano Martin – Clarinet:   Peter Whelan – Bassoon:    Robin Williams – Oboe:  
Alec Frank-Gemmill – Horn (all principal wind players in SCO):    Julian Milford - Piano 
Stravinsky: Mozart: Schumann: Glinka: Beethoven  
Ticket Prices:  £14 members:  £16 non-members:  £5 students:  £2 under 16 
 
 
THURSDAY 19 MAY 2016               ALY BAIN & PHIL CUNNINGHAM 
The internationally renowned duo of Aly Bain – fiddle and Phil Cunningham- accordion, on tour 
celebrating 30 years of working together, as well as Aly’s 70th birthday, and Phil’s 40 years as a 
working musician. An evening of traditional Scottish music and patter at its best. 
Ticket Prices:  £19 members:  £21 non-members 
 
 
 
                                    ALL CONCERTS START AT 7.30pm 
 For information on purchasing tickets, and membership please contact  
               Ann Napier 01479 831213   ann.nap@btinternet.com 
                                         
Boat of Garten Community Company No: SC224956    Charity No: SCO32531 

11 February - The Dante Quintet

The quintet gave a fabulous performance of 
works by Beethoven, Shostakovich and Elgar, 
part of TOMS programme of music in the hall.

The Dante Quintet, (string quartet plus piano), 
are pictured with three Young Music  
Ambassadors from the Strath. 
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GEORGE GOW BUTCHERS 
KING STREET 

KINGUSSIE 
Tel:  01540 661212  

Email:  georgegow.butcher@virgin.net 
 

Award winning Haggis, Blackpudding and Meallie 
Puddings 

Variety of Sausages 
Local Wild Venison & Seasonal Game 

Beef, Pork and Lamb from our own local farm. 
 

You will be tempted by our own cured Bacons! 
Home-made Pies & a varied selection of home-cooked meats 

 

We can vacuum-pack fresh meats to allow for safe travel on your journey home 
 

Opening hours:  8am – 5pm Monday to Saturday 
Closed Wednesday afternoon 

Delivery can be arranged 
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