
  

 

BOGBOGBOG   
STANDARDSTANDARDSTANDARD   

Boat of Garten’s Community Newsletter             Issue No. 37 Winter 2012 

Delivered Free, 

£1 in Shops 

b
o

at
o

fg
ar

te
n

.c
o

m
 

Sponsored by 

IndoorsOutdoors 

Mark Diamond 
IndoorsOutdoors 

 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE AND 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

BOAT OF GARTEN 
07727 654926 

diamond145@btinternet.com 

Station Square Work Progresses—see p21 

Jayne Whitcher models for Breast Cancer 

Care—see p3 

Engineering Club, Grantown Grammar —see p19 

Illustrated Talks, see p14 

Men at Work—see p22 

Tree Felling—See p10 

Capercaillie— 

see p10 

Eating Cereals  

for Books— 

see p20 

The Wild West comes to 

The Boat, 

complete with synchro-

nised swimming 

—see p22 

Emily  and Lana - see p23 

mailto:diamond145@btinternet.com


BOG STANDARD— Winter 2012 

2 

It’s December again—every year we complain that 
time passes too quickly, but this year seems to 
have been faster than ever.  My personal opinion is 
it’s because we kept on waiting for summer to  
arrive! 

This edition has a big focus on what is happening in 
our woods—there is a really informative article from Richard Thaxton of RSPB Loch Garten, 

some photos of tree felling in our own woods, the arrival of the Capercaillie sculpture, plus a piece from the James 
Hutton Institute on future research work they will be undertaking.  Louise Yeoman of the BBC has provided us with 
another fantastic feature article, this time on Gartenrothe.  Where did Edward I stay when he visited the area?  
Read on to find out! 

Apart from that, there is a lot of material provided by a variety of village contributors.  I’d like to say a really big 
thank you to all of them—I pester them for material and then hassle them to produce it on time.  And they still 
smile and carry on making their regular contributions.  You’ll see a few new names against articles this time—the 
net widens, which is good because it gives you the chance to hear from a wider range of people with different ideas 
and perspectives.  If you feel you would like to contribute anything, either on a one-off or a regular basis, please get 
in touch.  The BOG Standard is published 4 times per annum—the next edition is due out at the beginning of March, 
so if you have anything you would like to see in print, give me a call or an email.  It’s always 
good to receive jokes—they make me laugh and they often fill that end of column that is too 
small for much else.  The contact details are above, and you can also get in touch via any  
member of the Community Council.     

Most people will know that Tony Fielding, our Advertising Director, died suddenly at the end of 
October.  Although Tony had suffered ill health for a long time, he was very positive and was 
coping well.   He has obviously left an enormous gap within his family, within the village and 
beyond, and also within the team associated with producing  the BOG Standard. His obituary is 
on page 20. 

It only remains to say, read on and have a  Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous 2013. 

BOG Standard is published by the Community Council, who appoints the Editor and underwrites the costs not covered by adver-
tising.  Articles published express the views of the authors and not the Council or Editor, unless otherwise stated.  

Donate to the Community Hall or to Deshar Primary by shopping!! 

Before you buy anything online, please have a look at this site: 
http://www.spendandraise.com/hallaboard  or  www.buy.at/desharschool  
From there you can click on links to many online retailers, many of whom you probably already use. 

Every time you click the link from there to another retailer YOU EARN COMMISSION of up to 10% for the school or 

the hall. 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM BOG FATTIES….. 

SHAMPOO WARNING! 
DO NOT wash your hair with shampoo while in the shower! 
Many people use shampoo in the shower.  However, when doing so, the shampoo 
runs down the body!  Printed clearly on the shampoo label is  
“FOR EXTRA BODY AND VOLUME”.  No wonder people gain weight.   
STOP USING SHAMPOO – START USING DISHWASHING LIQUID! Its label reads,  
“DISSOLVES FAT THAT IS OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO REMOVE”.  Problem solved! 
 
If that doesn’t work, then you can always come along and join us at BOG Fatties; the new session will 

start on Wednesday 9th January 2013, weigh in every Wednesday at the Hall,  18.30.  It’s a fun group – we help each 

other try to lose those extra pounds by weighing in each week, we set our own individual targets for weight loss.  At 

the end of each series of weigh-ins (usually over a period of 6 – 8 weeks), we treat ourselves and congratulate each 

other on our success, or otherwise, by going out for a good meal together!  

Jackie Wilson, Editor 

Email: bogstandard831@googlemail.com 

Or jack.ian@btinternet.com 

01479 831056 

X 

http://www.spendandraise.com/hallaboard
http://www.buy.at/desharschool
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A CONVERSATION WITH JAYNE WHITCHER 

By Jackie Wilson 

Jayne and Wayne 

Whitcher hail originally 

from Lancashire where 

their daughter Amy was 

born in 2000, before 

moving here in 2008. 

They used to read about 

Scotland, Torridon in particular, in the Shooting Times – 

from which you’ll readily guess where their interests lie.  

Jayne and Wayne started to holiday in Scotland twice a 

year, particularly in the West, whilst harbouring a dream 

of being able to live and work north of the border. They 

made their first steps over Carter Bar with Wayne’s ap-

pointment on an estate near Galashiels, followed 12 

months later in 2008 by taking up the Head Gamekeep-

er’s job on the Kinveachy Estate.  Their daughter Amy 

attended Deshar School and is now happily installed at 

Grantown Grammar.   Unfortunately, Wayne has been 

made redundant from his job and by the time the BOG 

Standard is printed, the family will have moved out of 

their home on the estate.  But the level of optimism 

from Jayne is tangible.  She says, “We have lived in some 

very beautiful places and I believe we have lived a very 

positive life.  Something will come up.” 

Positivity and optimism have helped Jayne through the 

difficult times when she fought breast cancer, which was 

diagnosed in 2004.  Although Amy was very young at the 

time, Jayne and Wayne took pains to explain what was 

happening to her mum.  Amy’s initial concern about her 

mum going into hospital was that her dad wouldn’t be 

able to do her pigtails and couldn’t work the dishwash-

er!  According to Jayne, her dad ended up much better 

at plaiting the pigtails than she had ever been (and pre-

sumably he also learned to empty the dishwasher). 

When her hair started to fall out during treatment, and 

knowing how she felt about losing her crown and glory, 

Wayne shaved his head in support, so people wouldn’t 

know which one of them was being treated for cancer.  

She resorted to brushing her hair outside as it started to 

come out in clumps and, “One day, to my surprise, the 

birds started taking it for nesting material.  I thought this 

was wonderful and believe that there is always a posi-

tive to come out of a negative.” 

After a rocky ride battling cancer, followed by recon-

struction surgery in January 2004, Jayne has continued a 

long association with Breast Cancer Care, who have giv-

en a great deal of support to her personally and to the 

family.  Jayne has provided continuing support to the 

charity, helping proofread their publications, and it is as 

a result of this work that she was selected in March this 

year to be a model for the charity at their 10th anniver-

sary show in Glasgow (See photo on front cover). Wayne 

was in the audience (of course) and, after initially being 

told that Amy was too young to attend, she ended up 

being invited back stage where she saw the models be-

ing dressed, coiffed and made up, followed by seeing the 

show as a guest of the Breast Cancer Care Press Officer.  

The experience was beyond their wildest expectations. 

So what does Jayne do when she’s not parading down 

the cat walk?  She is a part-time social worker employed 

by the charity Dachaidh, which provides home support 

to people over 65 with a diagnosis of dementia.  She ob-

viously loves the work, which she describes as working 

on a shoe string as no charge is made for their services.  

Above all else, she is a mum and a wife – part of a very 

integrated family unit. 

And what is it like to be a gamekeeper’s wife?  “We feel 

very fortunate as a family because we have access to the 

countryside.  Amy gains such a wealth of knowledge 

from her dad who has continually involved her in his 

work.  She has always had an understanding of where 

food comes from and also understands the importance 

of conservation.”  Animals and the natural environment 

are just part and parcel of how they live their lives. Of 

course they have been able to have lots of “pet” animals 

as well because of where they live – pigs, turkeys, pea-

cocks, bantam’s, red hens and guinea fowl, not to men-

tion dogs.  They obviously face a major problem in re-

housing these members of their extended family as they 

face moving out of their home on the estate. 

Despite past health battles, and 

now facing the cross-roads of try-

ing to find new employment, 

Jayne presents herself as one of 

the most positive individuals I 

have ever met.  The smile in the 

photo is genuine – it was on her 

face throughout the course of our 

conversation, not just turned on 

for the camera. 
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 Alban Tree Care & Consultancy 

Graduate tree specialists 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

All aspects of Tree surgery 

Consultancy from tree surveys to woodland 

management  

Mobile Sawmilling 

Firewood - Hard/softwood or mixed loads, 

split or logs 

Wood chip for garden use 

Wood splitter hire 

For a free quote or information please call us or visit our website: 

    01479 821659 or 07595 300026  

  www.albantreecare.com  albantreecare@me.com 

Missing Auction Signs 
 
We are mystified by the disappear-
ance of no less than three of our Auc-
tion Sale signs which were erected on 
the A95 at the Kinveachy Junction, 
Deshar School and the Sawmill Junction. This is the second 
year that signs from this area have disappeared. Is there 
someone out there planning to have another “Auction this 
Saturday”?!! If anyone has any information about the 
whereabouts of these specially made signs, please contact 
any member of the hall committee.  
 

Virtually Famous 

By Emma MacDonald 

 

Thanks to the article in the previous BOG Standard, the 

Virtually Famous (VF) crew have gained four new mem-

bers this term, bringing the membership to 22. The four 

new members have come in at the lower edge of the age 

limits, meaning we really do have members from age 9 to 

17. Our previous 9 year old is now one of the senior mem-

bers of the group! 

The crew have been working hard writing and practising 

for a showcase for their friends and families, which we 

hope to present in the early new year. The focus of this 

term has mainly been Disney, but with some twists. Notice 

of the showcase will go out to parents nearer the time. 

As well as building confidence in all things singing and 

dancing, some members join in the hope of growing up to 

becoming part of ShowBoaters, and most recently Christa 

Hutt was asked to join the ShowBoaters as a stage hand 

with a cameo appearance as the "dog who was looking for 

the man who shot his paw" in ShowBoaters Go Wild West. 

Christa was a brilliant addition to the group and worked 

hard to ensure everything and everybody were on stage at 

the right time. Well done Christa!! 

Another "Well done" goes to Mark Howe and Maisy 

Thomson for not only helping to run the VF sessions, but 

also for an amazing performance in the latest ShowBoat-

ers production, with their rendition of Dolly and Kenny's 

Islands In The Stream, bringing a tear to many an eye! 

Virtually Famous do not intend to perform before Christ-

mas, but if you get the chance you should get yourselves a 

ticket to the show at Grantown Grammar School, where a 

few of our members have key roles.  

 
 

War does not determine who is right, it 
determines who is left.  
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CHURCH MATTERS 
By Sheila Wallace 
Remembering can be a way of showing that we love, that 
we care, that we’re grateful for what other folk do for us 
and the part that they play in our lives. That’s why we re-
member birthdays and other anniversaries, and send 
cards and maybe give presents too. 
Remembering can be seen as a kind of glue that holds our 
families and our communities together, because it makes 
us feel special and helps us to realise that we’re cared 
about and appreciated.  
Those, amongst others, are reasons why Remembrance 
Sunday is so important and plays an important part in our 
national psyche and in our church calendar as well. Re-
calling that the names on the village War Memorial were 
sons, brothers, husbands who left this area to take part in 
a struggle against tyranny and oppression and who never 
returned. 
Keeping those memories alive isn’t something which nec-
essarily happens in the natural scheme of things. Society 
has to work at it and we set rituals in place to maintain 
the memories and the stories which touch and enrich our 
own lives. 
We do the same at Christmas, remembering that Love 
which came down to earth and gave humanity the great-
est gift of all in the Christ Child. All too easy to forget what 
it’s really all about in the middle of everything else that’s 
going on, but well worth taking the time to remember and 

ponder. When such memories begin to fade, then human-
ity becomes very much the poorer without them. 
So tie a knot in your hankie this Christmas so that you 
don’t forget what it’s all about.  
And a quick piece of advice for the male readers; if you 
ever forget the wife or girlfriend’s birthday or an anniver-
sary, keep this one up your sleeve….. “How do you expect 
me to remember, when you never look a day older?” 
God bless you this Christmas and always. 
 
 
 

  

Festive Soup Lunch

Tues 18th December 2012

12.30 pm

Soup, sandwiches and mince pies

Raffle and Entertainment

£5 per person

Tickets available at Lunch Club, or 
contact Sue Murray - 831012

SC035682
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Boat of Garten Church Guild 
By Mina Johnson 
 
The Church of Scotland Guild has its roots as far back as 
1887 and this year members are celebrating 125 years of 
working hard to unite members of the Church as 
they dedicate their lives to the Lord Jesus Christ through 
Worship ,Fellowship and Service. The Guild belief is that 
faith proves itself in action. Over the next three years 
Guilds throughout Scotland are raising money to support 
projects as diverse as Mary's Meals in Liberia, Social Hous-
ing in Scotland and Out of Africa into Malta, which gives 
help and support to people fleeing from Africa in the hope 
of finding a better life for themselves and their families in 
Europe. 
Here in Boat the session began with a meaningful reflec-
tion by Sheila and then we were brought up to date with 
the various amenities provided by "Where 2 Today". A 
session of Zumba was a completely new activity for our 
members but they took to it like ducks to water and 
it proved to be a hilarious success. 
To raise awareness of the interesting and valuable work 
which the Guild carries out, members took part in a ser-
vice on 18th November and this focused on the ways that 
the Guild reaches out to help people throughout the world 
who are in great need.  
Later in the same week The Mums and Tots ~ the Wee Bo-
gies ~ were invited to a Friendship Morning in the Church 
Hall. The children played, sang, listened to stories and en-
joyed a lovely snack-time too, whilst the mums chatted 

and Guild members thoroughly enjoyed watching, min-
gling and getting to know the mums and their wee ones 
better. It was a really warm and friendly meeting of three 
generations in the Community and something well worth 
doing again. 
If you have any interest in our work then do come along 
and you will be made very welcome. Telephone 831252 
for details of meetings. 

Sheila Dow 
By Lorraine MacPherson 
Many of us are already missing Sheila Dow’s friendly face 
from M & B Stores. Sheila (nee Ferguson) has lived in the 
Boat all her life but has recently moved to Inverness with 
her husband Graeme to be closer to her family. Long-
standing Boat residents will remember Sheila’s dad who 
was fondly known as “Jackie the Post”, the local postman. 
Her mum Ruth was the school cook at Deshar for many 
years and Sheila was brought up with her sister Rena and 
brother Russell at 18 Grampian Crescent. Sadly Jackie and 
Ruth passed away some time ago and Sheila & Graeme 
built their new home in the grounds of her late grand-
mother’s house next door to 18 Grampian Crescent! 
Graeme is going to commute from Inverness to carry on 
working with Robert Taylor Plumbing of Carrbridge, while 
Sheila is going to be a lady of leisure for a wee while until 
she finds a new job in Inverness. She says it won’t be too 
long before she gets a job, as she won’t be able to put up 
watching the Jeremy Kyle Show! 
We wish Sheila and Graeme all the best for their future in 
the big city. 
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Deer Related Road Accidents 
(Extract from CNPA Newsletter) 
 
The UK's leading expert on deer related road traffic acci-
dents was at the recent Cairngorms Deer Advisory Group's 
meeting. Dr Jochen Langbein of the National Deer-Vehicle 
Collisions Project spoke to members about the data that 
has been collected and the types of measures that can be 
taken to help reduce the risk of such accidents.

 
Organised by the CNPA, the meeting comes at the peak 
time in the year for deer related road accidents. Once the 
clocks go back in October there tends to be an increase in 
deer feeding at roadside verges as people travel to and 
from work, resulting in more collisions. 
Dr Langbein expained: "It is difficult to get accurate figures 
for the National Park but we do receive between 40-80 
reports of deer related accidents in the area every year. 
However, many accidents go unreported on more rural 
roads so we think the figure is more likely to be in the re-

gion of between 120-180.  The worst affected areas in the 
Cairngorms National Park are the A9 between Blair Atholl 
and Dalwhinnie and the A9 between Kincraig and Carr-
Bridge as well as the A93 on the east side of the Park be-
tween Aboyne and Ballater." 
Good signage and maintentance of roadside verges to en-
sure clear sight lines for drivers are among the recommen-
dations made by Dr Langbein, all of which will go some 
way towards helping to reduce the risk of deer related 
road accidents. 
The National Deer Collisions Project is encouraging people 
to report deer related road accidents to them so they can 
continue to build up a clear picture of the worst affected 
areas in the Cairngorms National Park. 

 

Air Canada Safety Briefing 
 
A genuine Air Canada safety briefing on 
13th Sept 2012: 
  
"Please put your mask on before assisting 
others.  If you are travelling with two kids, 
pick your favourite..." 
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
SUNDAY 23rd DECEMBER  (Weather Permitting. Phone 831252 if uncertain) 
KINCARDINE   6pm  Service of Carols and Meditation by candle-light, followed by warm   
      drinks and shortbread. 
MONDAY 24th DECEMBER 
DUTHIL (Carrbridge)  10pm  Lessons & Carols by Candle-light 
BOAT OF GARTEN  11.30pm  Watchnight Service of Lessons & Carols by Candle-light 
 
TUESDAY 25th DECEMBER 
BOAT OF GARTEN   10am   Short family Service of approximately half an hour 
DUTHIL (Carrbridge) 11.30am  Short family Service of approximately half an hour 
 
 
COIRE AN SNEACHDA – COIRE AN LOCHAIN WALK 
By Steve Reeve 
 
Start from the top of the ski lift car park.  Facing the café building, take the path to the right, crossing the two ski 
tows, and follow the track which crosses the Allt Coire an Sneachda.  Cross the next burn flowing down from Coire an 
Lochain. 
With Coire an Lochain on your left, ascend the ridge heading south to Coire Lochain up to 1215M.  Take the path 
heading east to 1176M, above Core an Sneachda, and then head north to an altitude of 1141M and descend the Fia-
caill a Choire Chais, the White Lady Shieling, then follow the road back to the car park. 
The walk is about 6 miles.  Take account of the ascent involved and choose a clear day in order to enjoy the moun-
tainous scenery.  If conditions deteriorate, or you deteriorate, at any stage before the ascent, you can return on the 
path to the car park and still feel you have achieved something from the walk. 
You will require good footwear and in severe winter conditions underfoot, an ice axe may be useful. 

 

Organic 

Gardening 

Services Est. 2003 

 
 

Earth-friendly, environmentally conscious gardening 

 

 Tree felling  

 Chainsaw work  

 NPTC Certified 

 Tree planting 

 Hedge pruning 

 Fencing 

 Scarifying 

 Landscaping    

 Maintenance 

 Snow clearing and gritting 

 Fully insured 

 Free quotations  
 

Contact Coran 

 

Tel. 01224 917288 

 

E-mail: yogabycoran@googlemail.com 
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 If you go down to the woods today...... 
By Richard Thaxton, RSPB Scotland 
Site manager-Loch Garten 
Abernethy National Nature Reserve 
 
At the Abernethy National Nature Reserve, we have em-
barked on another phase of plantation re-structuring as 
part of our on-going forest management programme.  In 
short, through management, we aim to change areas of 
pine plantation from their current relatively poor value 
for nature conservation, into something better, not just in 
the short to medium term, but very much with a view to 
the long end-game too. 
Basically, plantations are (most often) serried ranks of 
trees, all the same species, all the same age and size and 
all at the same spacing. I'm sure you will have been in a 
plantation and know what they are like, often so dense 
that very little light reaches the forest floor which is de-
void of vegetation as a result. Whilst this level of density 
makes them efficient to manage commercially when 
felling is to take place, the plantations here at Abernethy 
Nature Reserve  are viewed a little differently. Timber pro-
duction is not our aim, but conservation objectives are, so 
our restructuring management involves differing prescrip-
tions that will change & improve conditions for all manner 
of wildlife. 
To enable light in so that both the forest floor field layer 
and forest understorey can flourish, the trees need to be 
thinned out, reduced in number. This not only allows light 
in, but gives the remaining trees more space and light to 
bulk-up, to grow laterally, to develop side branches, and 
develop canopy and become feature trees, as opposed to 
the toilet brush-like growth of dense plantation trees, all 
bolting for the light above. This of course produces nice 
straight lumber, in commercial plantations, but as I said, 
that's not our priority. We too are effectively conducting a 
thinning as part of our restructuring, but do so with as 
much irregularity as we can build in, to break up the  
serried ranks of trees, to give the forest a more natural 
character in future. 

But it's not just about aes-
thetics. Our thinning is by 
deadwood creation.  Instead 
of felling trees and remov-
ing them, we kill some by a 
range of means, but leave 
the dead or dying trees in 
situ. From our point of view, 
the timber is of more value 

for nature conservation for all the saproxylic (deadwood-
loving) wildlife it supports, than for sending to the mill. 
And it's not just the more obvious hole-nesting birds that 
will benefit from deadwood creation, but some of all oth-
er taxa - lichens, mosses, liverworts, fungi, some higher 
plants, as well as all the wee-beastie taxa too. Abernethy 
is highly ranked in the UK for its bewildering array of such 
saproxylic species. 
To undertake this work, we use a harvester machine -  an 

awesome beast that reaches out, grabs trees and the me-
chanical arm's head contains a chainsaw which cuts the 
tree and strips all the branches and can cut the tree 
length into pre-programmed product length. We however 
do not want forest products from this work, so the ma-
chine will reach up, cut the tree high, which leaves some 
standing deadwood habitat, and the cut piece will be 
brought to ground as laying deadwood habitat, an equally 
valuable but different deadwood commodity important 
for different, deadwood-loving critters. 
The branches will not be stripped from the felled piece 
but the foliage canopy left intact to provide some ground 
cover (where currently there isn't very much), which is 
important for, among other things, ground nesting birds 
like capercaillie, from within which in future, hens and 
their broods might escape the attention of a watchful 
predator, or shelter from inclement weather.  Also the 
tops are brought down in such a way as to try to create a 
corral of logs & canopy, which will help prevent, or at 
least make it awkward and less easy for, browsing deer to 
get at future regenerating seedling trees of rowan and 
birch. All these fringe benefits, on top of the aim of thin-
ning the forest, to alter the light irradiance at forest floor 
level, optimal to enable a field layer of blaeberry to devel-
op and flourish - an all important component plant of / for 
capercaillie habitat.  
So-called "feature trees" are identified to be favoured and 
left. These have the most well-developed, deepest 
crowns, the most spreading canopy branches, and include 
any multi-stemmed specimens, and, given the space and 
light by topping those others around them, they will be-
come feature trees all the more with age. 
The forest floor is currently rather devoid of cover, just a 
field layer of shade-tolerant mosses and grasses - not the 
best for capercaillie. The re-structuring leaves the topped 
tree tops on the forest floor, providing cover (even when 
the needles have fallen off the brash), and the adjusted 
irradiance (light levels) at forest floor level that results 
from re-structuring will promote the growth and develop-
ment of a blaeberry field layer- which is the best for cap-
ercaillie.  They feed on the fresh shoots of it in Spring, 
they feed on the fruits of it in late summer, and most im-
portantly of all, though capercaillie are ultimately vegetar-
ian, for the first few weeks of their lives after hatching, 
the chicks require a diet of wee beasties, all the caterpil-
lars, spiders, flies etc that live and thrive in a rich field lay-
er of blaeberry. So developing this through our manage-
ment is key for the future of capercaillie in these woods. 
The brash helps provide ground cover, but also creates 
niches where, in time, we hope to see regeneration of 
seedling rowan and birch trees becoming established, 
protected and unnoticed by browsing deer. 
The high stumps provide standing dead wood, valuable 
for all sorts of saproxylic biodiversity, including, in time, 
when they are rotten, many cavity-nesting species of birds 
including crested tit, redstart, spotted flycatcher, blue, 
great and coal tits, treecreepers, woodpeckers of course, 
and swifts. The picture overleaf shows what those freshly 
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cut high stumps will become in years 
to come, soft and rotten and a larder 
for, and home to, potentially all the 
species mentioned above. 
So this work might look destructive 
and be a different approach to more 
mainstream commercial plantation 
management, but our objectives are 
different.  In time, and sadly for us 
mere mortals, trees and forest habi-
tats take time to change and develop,  it is management 
that's a win-win for wildlife and nature conservation.  The 
forest will become more diverse, the habitat will develop 
more to capercaillie liking, a more natural species mix of 
trees, field layer and understorey will develop, hole-
nesting birds will have a bonanza, as well as all the other 
critters that will benefit from deadwood creation. And, it 
looks better, in my opinion. We've lost touch with what a 
wild wood looks like, because in UK we hardly have any 
left. So often, we are only exposed to more sanitized, neat, 
tidy, manicured, homogenized habitats, whereas natural 
forest habitats are often a complete “mess” - a combina-
tion of live trees, dead trees, broken trees, windblown 
trees, and forest-floor brash.  It might look a mess, but it’s 
brilliant for biodiversity. 

 

TREE FELLING IN THE BOAT WOODS…… 

Work is now well underway on tree felling within our own 
woods, which is due to continue until Spring 2013: 

 

CAPERCAILLIE SCULPTURE 
By Artist Kevin Blackwell 
 
You may recall that in Sep-
tember, the pupils of Des-
har Primary were involved 
in building a woodland 
sculpture of a giant male 
Capercaillie.  This work was 
supervised by Kevin Black-
well, who has now complet-
ed the sculpture and returned it to the village, where it 
has been installed in the Community Garden.  The plan is 
for the sculpture to over-winter in the garden whilst con-
sideration is given to its permanent location.  The sculp-
ture is constructed from a variety of local woods and its 
life expectancy is 2 – 3 years. 

SHIT ALLEY 
aka Dirty Poo Sticks, Turd Hurdling or Krappy Cay9s 
By Iain Brodie of Falsyde 

Recent experiences for residents and visitors alike have 
increasingly proven to be thoroughly disgusting for all con-
cerned along the first 500 metres of Kinchurdy’s newly re-
surfaced road up from the Post Office end. These very 
‘fresh’ deposits of canine ‘night soil’ are evident to all who 
walk, cycle or push children’s buggies along this route. As 
a resident, I take ex-
ception at having to 
clear the occasional 
deposits of other  
people’s dogs from the 
gravel and pavement at 
the foot of my drive, 
but this is nothing to 
the embarrassment of seeing people, both residents and 
visitors, trying (but not always succeeding) to avoid step-
ping in this mess or weaving their pushchairs or bicycle 
wheels over and around it. The ‘It’ invariably is to be found 
not just on pavements but on the kerbs and in the gutters, 
as well as at the end of other people’s drives causing them 
intense irritation as recent conversations have made clear.  

For those of us who have to use a walking stick, we have 
little choice now but to walk down the actual roadway, 
even here there isn’t any guarantee of avoiding a ‘hit’ and 
there is an added risk for elderly people with poorer eye-
sight. One distressed lady commented on the mess on one 
of her shoes which was hidden amongst the recently fallen 
leaves. Very soon we will progress from fallen leaves to 
goodness knows what lays in wait under the snow with 
the same results. 

This is an appalling situation, people walking their dogs are 
actually legally required not to foul 
pavements (the dogs are not allowed 
to either*) and, not unreasonably, they 
are expected to clean up behind them.  

Councils can now use DNA sequencing 
to identify output resulting with persistent owners having 
to meet the costs of the Lab’s expenses on top of any 
fines. Hopefully matters won’t come to this. It doesn’t re-
ally need a Lab to indicate whose pooches and owners are 
responsible; the sizes of the deposits are a good initial in-
dication – I have worked out three small possibles and one 
medium sized one. I never imagined I would become an 
authority, amateur or not, as to possible ID’s of dirty 
mutts’ butts! Would the owners please, in everyone’s in-
terests, do what all reasonable folk do and clean up their 
pets’ messes, if for no other reason than to avoid the risk 
of the transmission of Toxocara Canis to young children via 
contact with dog mess and which can result in the loss of 
their eyesight. 

* Please note ‘strained’ effort at humour. 
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GRANTOWN MEETING 
DEMONSTRATES BIG SUPPORT 

By Hendy Pollock 
  

At a public meeting recently held in Grantown, the Local 
Trust Member Basil Dunlop chaired the meeting and Pub-

licity Officer, Hendy Pollock, did a 
picture presentation of all the as-
pects of the Strathspey Railway. 
The presentation was given by 
Chairman, David Fraser, the scope 
of the meeting was to share infor-
mation on the project of extending 

the railway to Grantown and in so doing to make it into 
more of a "hop on/hop-off" railway instead of just a trip to 
Broomhill and back. In addition, there is a more ambitious 
agenda! 
The 3 mile distance from Dulnain River to Grantown may 
not be far, but essentially it has 3 quite separate compo-
nents whilst following the track of the Highland Railway of 
1863: 
1  The bridge over the River Dulnain 
2  Gaich A95 crossing 
3 The station at Grantown West Site 
 The 3 components have quite different engineering, eco-
nomic and legal challenges, so although it’s all railway and 
it is only 3 miles long it cannot be seen and executed as a 
single project. 
1. SR has a metal bridge, made for rail entrance to  
Ravenscraig, Motherwell in 1954 , which is now in the yard 
at Boat of Garten and there is permission to erect it over 
the river Dulnain, using the existing 150 year old abut-
ments. It will be completed over the next few months, and 
thanks to AMEY Railtrack, Royal Engineers and McKellar it 
has cost little.  A missive has been secured from Muckrach 
Estate for the 99 year lease of the land from Dulnain River 
to Craggan Estate boundary, so there is now access to the 
whole track from Broomhill to Grantown, save for a couple 
of small pockets over which there is no agreement. There 
is Planning Approval from CNPA. 
2. The road/rail crossing at Gaich is a technical and engi-
neering challenge, with which the Railway has wrestled for 
more than 10 years.  Compromises still need to be made, 
except in respect of safety, but these will cost real money 
plus  some give and take. There is a political dimension 
too.  The A95 road realignment is expensive and competes 
with other road schemes – like the A9.  Transport Scotland 
opens workbook for the next tranche of work in Scotland 
on Nov 2015 and they need to be convinced that the A95 
is on their to-do list. 
 3. The station site at Grantown is the old West Station – 
economically it is the best site for SR.  The station model 
has been on display for the past year in Grantown and it is 
of the traditional Highland Railway design by Stephen 
Hadjick. 
So that is the end of the story – job done – no not quite!  
SR could do so much more!  

Grantown has a successful, highly reputable, heavy engi-
neering business – McKellar’s –  who importantly are help-
ing with some engineering work on the Dulnain Bridge.  SR 
would like to bring a second engineering business on to 
the West Station site.  But why, when there are already 
large workshops in Aviemore with an engine shed, a car-
riage shed and a carriage storage shed?  Well….   
There are 127 heritage railways in the UK with almost 
3000 registered engines and around 500 of these running 
steam engines and around the same number of road trac-
tion engines.  That is around 1000 engines of which at any 
one time 300 are in the process of being rebuilt or waiting 
to be rebuilt. 
What all of these have in common is a steam boiler with a 
life of approx. 10 years.  Maintaining, repairing and re-
building these using steel and copper needs a skilled work-
force – and there are fewer and fewer people with the 
relevant skills.  It takes close on £500K to rebuild a steam 
engine every 10 years, there are very few places in the UK 
that can do it, indeed many boilers are constructed in Ger-
many. Boilers are fabricated from steel and copper and, of 
course, there are other businesses down the Spey Valley 
that depend on copper for their production process! 
So, SR would like to build a skill centre to train these peo-
ple in Grantown. – to repair and rebuild steam boilers and 
work with copper.  It’s about employing apprentices and 
craftsmen to train tomorrow’s engineers from wherever 
they come to learn a craft and skill. 
 So it’s not just about getting Rails to Grantown, but a 
great deal more by creating a new business with signifi-
cant employment opportunities. 
Local people have to let their local and national politicians 
know that they want this to happen. SR has to apply to the 
Scottish Government for a TAWS Order to allow it to oper-
ate a railway to Grantown.  The Scottish Govt. will hold a 
public enquiry to prove that the people of Grantown want 
a railway.  SR aims to give the area a viable railway con-
nected to the mainline at Aviemore, resulting in one of 
only a few standard gauge railways with a mainline con-
nection. It will be one of the longest private tracks in the 
UK, and SR want to complete the job. 
 

Boat of Garten Community Hall 
Local Priority Hogmanay Ceilidh 31st December 

Tickets on sale in village shops 

1st – 11th December – on sale to local residents only  

Adults £12.50, Children £6, Family (2A2C) £30 
(children are under 16s) 

11th - 31st December – on sale to all 

Dancing to the Andrew Macdonald Ceilidh Band  
Licensed Bar - Stovies - Raffle 

Please note that Licensing Laws do not permit anyone  
entering with their own alcohol supply (yer carry oot) so 

please leave it at home! 
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This could be you and your family on Christmas day 

Purchase a Hot Tub from Cairngorm Spas and we will give you  

FREE gifts worth £200 

Full size tubs from as little as £2999 inc vat 

Or splash out on pure luxury with a “Happy” tub, all singing and dancing for £6500 inc vat 

 

Aviemore 01479 810656 

We are well-stocked, with a personally curated book selection.  We provide a 
personal shopping experience for book buying, recommending and discussing over a 
wide range of interests.  We are described on Tripadvisor as “a gem of a book store” 

and are supported by many returning customers, both holiday makers and locals.

Our particular strengths are the Scottish and Children’s/Young Adults’ Sections.  
History, Politics and Outdoor Pursuits are also well served, plus an extensive and 

constantly refreshed Modern Fiction section.

34 High Street,
Grantown-on-Spey,
PH26 3EH

01479 873 433
thebookmark.grantown@googlemail.com
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ILLUSTRATED TALKS ENJOYING ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL 
SEASON 
By Chris Carter 

The 2012-13 season of Illustrated Talks reached their 
halfway point on Monday 26th November, when a 
packed audience at the Community Hall listened to a 
wonderful talk by Peter Cairns, under the title ‘New 
Frontiers: An Odyssey in Professional Wildlife Photog-
raphy’.   Peter explained how, after trying a number of 
careers, life changed for him when he moved to live in 
Glenfeshie and start-
ed photographing 
Scottish wildlife. De-
spite  
being successful at 
this, however, he still 
felt something was 
missing until he be-
came involved in a 
number of international projects, which aimed to use 
photography to put across the message of the im-
portance of wildlife and of intact ecosystems to the hu-
man population.  He revealed not only some of his most 
memorable wildlife encounters, but how these encoun-
ters have shaped his thoughts about our own changing 
relationship with the natural world, and how he has 
come to the view that conservation really does make a 
difference.  To the great enjoyment of the audience, his 
amazing collection of photographs, taken over the last 
ten years, clearly conveyed the intended message and 
vividly demonstrated why he has won a number of pres-
tigious awards. 

The season began in early October with a talk entitled 
‘Enjoying Our Railway Heritage in Strathspey’, in which 

Hendy Pollock started 
by outlining the history 
of the Aviemore-Boat of 
Garten-Grantown-
Forres railway, its de-
mise under the Beech-
ing axe in the 1960s, 
and its subsequent re-
birth as the Strathspey 

Steam Railway in the 1970s.  With the aid of excellent 
photos he then showed how the Steam Railway Compa-
ny operates, largely dependent on enthusiastic volun-
teers, how it undertook the extension to Broomhill and 
how the planned further extension to Grantown-on-Spey 
would confirm it as one of the best heritage railways in 
the UK. 

This talk was followed by one entitled ‘Moghuls and Ma-
harajas: Art and Conquest in 16th Century India’, in which 
Elizabeth Carmichael explained how the 16th Century 
invasion of India, by the Moghuls from Afghanistan, suc-
ceeded where other attempted invasions, by such nota-

ble conquerors as Al-
exander the Great, 
Genghis Khan and 
Tamerlane, had failed.  
The answer lay in the 
willingness of the in-
vading Moghuls to 
allow their culture to 
merge with that of the 
Maharajas who ruled India, leading to a great cultural 
flowering, which expressed itself particularly in Art and 
Architecture, the latter leading to such famous buildings 
as the Taj Mahal and the Masjid Mosque in Agra and the 
Palace of the Winds and the Amber Fort in Jaipur. 

The following talk, entitled ‘Scott and Shackleton: Heroes 
Re-visited’ by Peter Mackay, was given on 12th Novem-
ber, a very significant date, as it was one hundred years, 
to the very day, since the discovery of Captain Scott’s 
body, after his fateful 1911-12 expedition to the South 
Pole.  Peter Mackay explained how, for about 50 years 
after the expedition, Scott was regarded as the ultimate 
British hero, while Shackleton’s achievements in the Ant-
arctic were largely ignored.  Then in the 1960s, 70s and 

80s a number of books were 
published and films made, 
which cast a different light on 
Scott, and suggested that 
Shackleton was in fact the 
greater hero, particularly as a 
result of his epic 800 mile 
journey in an open boat from 
Elephant Island to South 
Georgia, and the subsequent 
rescue of his stranded crew.  
In more recent years, howev-
er, further books have re-

appraised yet again the successes and failures of the two 
men and their expeditions.  These led Peter to express 
the view that a more balanced judgement could now be 
made, and whilst both men had their faults, they should 
both be considered heroic Antarctic explorers. 

For continuing programme, see page opposite. 

 

 

CONFUCIUS DID NOT SAY...  

Man who leaps off cliff jumps to conclusion 
 
Man who runs in front of car gets tired, man who runs 
behind car gets exhausted 

Man who eats many prunes gets good run for money 

Man who fights with wife all day gets no piece at night  

Man who wants pretty nurse, must be patient  
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                       The Osprey Music Society at Boat of Garten Community Hall  

    Programme 2012 - 2013  

 
Thursday 24 January 2013                                        BARBICAN PIANO TRIO 
Sophie Lockett – violin:   Robert Max – cello:  James Kirby - piano 

Brahms, Paul Schoenfield and Beethoven 

Ticket Prices:  £13 members:  £15 non members:  £5 students:  £2 under 16 

 

Friday 22 March 2013                 CHAMBER PHILHARMONIC EUROPE ENSEMBLE 
 A chamber orchestration of 10 musicians from the Orchestra 

Vivaldi, A. Ponchielli, J. S. Bach, A. Corelli, G. Faure and E. Grieg 

Ticket Prices:  £14 members:  £16 non members:  £5 students:  £2 under 16 

 

And now for something completely different! 
Friday 19 April 2013                                           NOVA SCOTIA JAZZ BAND 
Mike Daly – Cornet:   Duncan Findlay – Banjo:   Ken MacDonald - String Bass:  John Burgess - Clarinet and Saxo-

phones 

Including Williams, Ellington, Carmichael, Jelly Roll Morton, Layton/Creamer and many others. 

Ticket Prices:  £11 members:  £13 non members:  £5 students:  £2 under 16 

 

Wednesday 22 May 2013                                                  KLOUDA QUINTET 
TOMS 5th Anniversary Concert 
Ashok Klouda – Cello:  Natalie Klouda – Violin:   Benjamin Roskams - Violin/viola:    

Alexandra Scott - Double Bass:    Simon Callaghan - Piano 

Rossini, Mendelssohn, Schubert 

Ticket Prices:  £14 members:  £16 non members:  £5 students:  £2 under 16 

 

ALL CONCERTS START AT 7.30pm 

 
For information on purchasing tickets, and membership please contact  
Ann Napier 01479 831213   ann.nap@btinternet.com 
 
 

BOAT OF GARTEN ILLUSTRATED TALKS 

PROGRAMME FOR 2012-13 

All talks will be held at 7.30 pm in Boat of Garten Community Hall 

Admission £5.00 (Under 16s free if accompanied by an adult).  Season ticket £30.00 

Monday 10th December 2012: “IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF TILMAN: MOUNTAINEERING, SAILING AND CROSSING 

THE PATH OF A GREAT ADVENTURER” by Bob Barton 

Monday 11th February 2013: “SICILIAN VOLCANOES HIKE: ADVENTURES ON SOME OF EUROPE’S MOST AC-

TIVE VOLCANOES ON SICILY AND THE AEOLIAN ISLANDS” by Chris Carter 

Monday 25th February 2013: “SEVEN WEEKS IN A TENT: A MODERN-DAY ICELANDIC SAGA” by Will Boyd-

Wallis 

Monday 11th March 2013: “A HEAVY AFFAIR WITH THE MOUNTAINS: A PASSIONATE ENVIRONMENTALIST’S 

EXPERIENCES OF 40 YEARS IN WORLD-WIDE MOUNTAIN RESCUE” by David ‘Heavy’ Whalley 

Monday 25th March 2013: Reserve date in case any talk has to be postponed due to severe winter weather. 

Brochures giving details of each of the talks and speakers will be available from late August in local post offices between Gran-

town-on-Spey and Kingussie, Tourist Information Centres in Aviemore and Grantown, Boat of Garten Community Hall and M 

& B Stores in Boat of Garten 
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Wateraid Walk on 6th October 
By Sue Murray 

 
We weren’t able to 
participate in one of 
the annual Coastal 
Walks officially organ-
ised by Wateraid on 
15th September, so 
instead 5 of us (Anne 
Goodall, Valerie Fair-
weather, Alison Field-

ing, Jackie Wilson and me) took to the Moray Coastal Path 
on 6th October to raise funds for this worthy cause.  We 
walked from Hopeman to Lossiemouth and the 5 of us 
raised £565.50 which was very impressive. So thank you to 
those who took part and thank you to those who support-
ed us with sponsorship.  We had a lovely day out into the 
bargain, walking a beautiful and varied route amidst glori-
ous sunshine and finishing with tea and cakes at the Har-
bour Café in Lossiemouth! 
 

James Hutton Institute – 
Research     
Hello!  We would like to 
take this opportunity to 
introduce you to (or up-
date you on - you may already have met us around the 
village / seen our flyer) the research that we are con-
ducting in the Boat community.  ‘We’ are 2 researchers 
from the James Hutton Institute in Aberdeen (Katrina 
Brown and Esther Banks), conducting empirical social re-
search in Boat as part of a 5-year Scottish Government 
research programme examining the management of po-
tentially conflicting land-uses in rural Scotland.  We are 
particularly interested in observing the process that the 
Boat community undertake to manage the requirements 
of dog-walkers and ground-nesting birds in the Deshar 
Woods.  We are still the very early stages of this 5-year 
programme, and things will move slowly for the next wee 
while as Katrina will be heading off on maternity leave 
soon!  However in the meantime, Esther will be carrying 
on with the groundwork for this research: exploring the 
relevant literature, getting to grips with the technology 
(part of our methodology involves head-cams), and getting 
to know folks - you can expect to see her around the vil-
lage a couple of times between now and April.  When 
Katrina returns from maternity leave, things will take off 
properly.  If you have any comments,  queries or would 
just like some more information regards our research, 
please do get in touch using the below addresses, or if you 
see us around, feel free to stop us for a chat! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
katrina.brown@hutton.ac.uk 
esther.banks@hutton.ac.uk 
The James Hutton Institute 
Craigiebuckler 
Aberdeen AB15 8QH 
Scotland UK 
 

Letters received by Insurance Companies and Police  

relating to Road Traffic Accidents 

The other car collided with mine without giving warning of 

its intention 

A truck backed through my windshield into my wife’s face 

A pedestrian hit me and went under my car 

The guy was all over the road.  I had to swerve a number 

of times before I hit him. 

I was on my way to the doctor with rear end trouble when 

my universal joint gave way, causing me to have an  

accident 

My car was legally parked as it backed into the other 

vehicle 

To avoid hitting the bumper of the car in front, I struck a 

pedestrian. 

An invisible car came out of nowhere, struck my car and 

vanished. 

I told the Police I was not injured, but on removing my hat 

found that I had a fractured skull. 

The pedestrian had no idea which direction to run, so I ran 

over him. 

The indirect cause of the accident was a little guy in a 

small car, with a BIG mouth 

I pulled away from the side of the road, glanced at my 

mother-in-law and headed over the embankment 

Katrina Esther 

It seems a long time ago, but the SUNFLOWER COMPETITION RESULTS are: 

Best Overall Condition – Olga  Tallest plant – Beth  Largest flower - Julie 
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SWRI NEWS 
Britt Taylor 
 
The autumn session of the year is nearly over, 

and we have had some very interesting talks. We started 
off with one by Jean Slimons who gave a talk with slides 
about her experiences as a health visitor in Labrador. In 
October Mhairi Ross of the ‘Craft Lounge’ in Grantown 
demonstrated the latest craze of scrapbooking and how to 
make them. In November we had our open evening with 
guests from Aviemore and Kingussie branches of the SWRI 
where Stewart Potter showed us his spectacular slides of 
wildlife and nature in the local area. In December we are 
going Swedish and will be celebrating Lucia with the 
Church Guild, note the time will be 2.30pm. 
Our Christmas (seasonal) Lunch will be in the New Year on 
the 11th January at the Coylumbridge Hotel commencing 
at 12:30 for photographs followed by Stand up or Hands 
up Bingo. Lunch is being served at 1pm, with bookings and 
payment of £16.50 by 3rd January. 
The first meeting after the New Year will have Audrey 
Martin giving a talk about Queensland, note the time will 
be 2.30 in the afternoon. 
News from the federation, at the beginning of October 
thirteen members took twenty two tests in Housewives 
Proficiency (cookery) with everybody gaining at least one 
first class pass. On this occasion the only one from Boat of 
Garten was myself gaining a first in both Baking and  

Preserving. It isn’t as difficult as it sounds as everything is 
made at home and you just bring it in to the test centre, 
afterwards the tester gives you the result and helpfully 
lets you know where you may have gone wrong and if nec-
essary how to improve the results. Next date for taking a 
test is autumn 2015 so there is stacks of time for practice! 
I had an interesting two day Appliqué workshop at Croy, 
our teacher Isobel Eckersley was very knowledgeable and 
we learned a great deal whilst having a thoroughly enjoya-
ble time. 
Next year’s workshops will be felting and papercraft, that 
is if enough people are interested. If you are, please let 
Brenda know and she will organise it, she will need twelve 
for each class for it to be viable. 
There are still some places left for the 2013 Study Tour to 
Orkney leaving on Thursday 2nd May and returning on 
Sunday 5th May. Accommodation will be at the Stromness 
Hotel for three nights with dinner, bed and breakfast. The 
tour will cost £370, this includes coach travel, ferry cross-
ing from John O’Groats and accommodation, however en-
try fees are not included. There will be several pick up 
points along the way north. If you are interested please 
contact SWRI Headquarters. 
Finally, to finish off this report Boat of Garten was third in 
the Syllabus Competition, Kirkhill coming first and 
Kylelakin taking second place, well done Shirley for putting 
the syllabus together. 
 

BOAT OF GARTEN POST OFFICE

Open 7am – Monday to Saturday
Licensed Grocers

01479 831527

Harry Gow rolls, butteries, pancakes & tattie scones

Bread baked daily including croissants & sweet pastries

FRESH FRUIT & 

VEGETABLES
Delivered Daily

EXTENSIVE BREAD RANGE

GIFTS & CARDS

Including Janet Taylor Tweed Crafts, Sophie Allport Bone 

China and Fabrics & Jane Lannagan Fine Art Cards

“REAL” Espresso Coffee to Go!
(incl. Latte & Cappuccinos)

LUXURY CHOCOLATE
Willie’s Cacao, Montezuma & Booja Booja

HERE NOW!

POST OFFICE SERVICESAVAILABLE FROM 7 am – 6 pm (MON TO SAT)
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Gartenrothe 
By Louise Yeoman, Radio Producer, BBC Scotland 
 
In the dark days of 1303 Scotland’s most unwanted Tour-
ist - Edward I - turned up in Strathspey at a place called 
Gartenrothe, somewhere in the vicinity of modern Boat of 
Garten  - "for the five days from 28 September to 2 Octo-
ber, 1303 King Edward's privy seal warrants are dated at 
'Garten- rode' or 'Gartenrothe'. 
Medieval historian Fiona Watson gives the background: 
“He had come North of the river Forth for the first time 
since 1296 with a huge army hoping to finally persuade 
the Scots to surrender. The far north had not seen an Eng-
lish army for some six years but now here was Edward 
stomping all over them again and potentially cutting off 
the Scots from Europe, where they could get weapons and 
lobby hard at the courts of France and the papacy. Having 
come up from Perth along the coast to Aberdeen and then 
along the Moray Firth, Edward headed south deep into 
the Grampians. He came inland far enough to besiege the 
imposing island fortress of Lochindorb. But then he seems 
to have detoured into Strathspey. It’s the one and only 
time Edward comes right into the heart of the Highlands. 
“What I find intriguing”, says Fiona “is that Edward seems 
to have come down from Lochindorb to here, and then 
gone back up to Grantown and across to Mortlach and 
then Kildrummy, i.e. he went out of his way to come to 
Boat of Garten.“ 
It's not uncommon for people to go out of their way to 
come to Boat of Garten, but where did the royal visitor 
stay and why? This has been something of a mystery! It’s 
not a simple matter of finding a B&B when you have a me-
dieval monarch looking for lodgings. You have a huge roy-
al entourage and army to accommodate and feed, and 
you don’t want the elderly king to be sleeping under can-
vas. Normally he’d be lodged somewhere comfy, like a 
monastery, or defensible, like a nice big stone castle. 
None of that was easily available. He’d have to take his 
pick of the area’s motte and bailey castles - castles made 
by digging a ditch and using the earth from it to make an 
enormous mound (motte) upon which you perched a tim-
ber tower looking over a palisaded courtyard (the bailey). 
These were trendy from the 11th-12th centuries, setting 
the mark of Norman-Style feudal lords on the landscape 
but gey old fashioned by 1303. This was unlikely to be a 
five star review...  
(Actually I hate to think what one of Edward’s Trip Advisor 
five star reviews would look like - probably something to 
do with the number of traitors’ heads on spikes he could 
see from his window...) 
But which old-fashioned castle on a mound did he pick? 
The venerable stone keep of Castle Roy has been suggest-
ed - but it was never called anything like Garten, in char-
ters it appears as Abernethy castle. 
Eminent Strathspey historian George Dixon suggested the 
formidable and unusual rectangular motte and ditch - now 
half-eroded by the Spey - of Tom Pitlac near modern Boat 

of Garten. This was the seat of Lord Gilbert of Glencarnie, 
part of the powerful Strathearn family, an excellent sug-
gestion. 
But had we missed something? What did the placename 
mean?  
Strathspey Gaelic scholar Dr Seumas Grant knew - it was 
the ràth of Gartan.  Ràth is the Gaelic word for a fort in-
corporating earthworks. He pointed out that there were 
earthworks surrounding the remains of a motte at the 
farm of Mains of Garten (Grid Reference 965202) - just 
right for the placename. 
This is Petriny Motte on Mr William Grant's Mains of 
Garten farm, in Gaelic this area was ‘Garten mor’ - big 
Garten, the main site associated with the original person 
called Gartan whom the area takes its name from. Garten 
Central we might say - so another excellent candidate! 
How to tell?  
Now we had the evidence on the ground, it came down to 
the twists and turns of medieval politics at the national 
level. We knew the lord of Tom Pitlac - Gilbert of Glencar-
nie - but who was our other player at Petriny? Fiona’s fel-
low medieval historian, Alasdair Ross, had the answer- 
one John Comyn, Lord of Badenoch, guardian of Scotland. 
As he put it “On balance, it comes down to who Edward 
was really wanting to intimidate in 1303 in Strathspey: 
John Comyn or Gilbert of Glencarnie?  
Back to Fiona- who would Edward oppress? She was in no 
doubt. 
'The man who led the Scots as sole Guardian in the name 
of King John Balliol was Sir John Comyn, Lord of Badenoch 
- a hero of the wars of independence who always gets un-
fairly underrated because Robert Bruce murdered him. 
(Bruce, by the way, at this point had been at peace with 
Edward for nearly two years.) But it was Comyn who was 
the real power house in Scotland, the man who could 
effectively deliver the kingdom once more to Edward, if he 
could be made to surrender.' 
And that was the point of the visit. Edward had already 
taken Comyn's magnificent island fortress of Lochindorb, 
his detour was to stamp his presence on John Comyn's 
other fortress- his castle on what is now Mains of Garten 
farm: Gartenrothe. The visit was after harvest, so Edward, 
his retinue and their expensive war horses would be liter-
ally eating the Guardian of Scotland out of house and 
home, consuming his supplies, showing him they could 
reach him anywhere they liked. They were driving home 
their message- time to surrender and accept me as king, if 
you know what's good for you!  
And so it was under a threatening sky in late August, that 
myself, Fiona Watson and Radio Scotland presenter Mark 
Stephen, arrived on William Grant's farm to see for our-
selves, and Mr Grant kindly showed us the motte. It's only 
when you get up there that you realise how big the castle 
was, that it once had its own moat, and that it gives an 
absolutely commanding view of its surroundings.  
Across the river Spey you can see Tom Pitlac. I didn't real-
ise it at the time, but we were gazing across an ancient 
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border. As late as the 12th century when these mottes 
were state of the art fortifications, the Kings of Scots 
thought of the Spey as the border between Scotia proper 
and the ancient kingdom of Moray. There's something 
grand and imposing about these two ancient fortifications, 
almost like border posts watching each other across the 
Spey. 
As Mr Grant spoke to us about the surprising wealth of 
finds and archaeology on his land, which once included a 
significant set of Pictish symbol stones, (alas destroyed in 
the 19th century), Fiona was more and more satisfied that 
the Ràth of Garten had been a major power centre in the 
area for centuries before Edward showed up.  
So in our final 
analysis, though 
Tom Pitlac has its 
own intriguing 
history, if any-
where is  
going to get the 
blue plaque for 
'Edward I,  
Hammer of the 
Scots stayed 
here.' it's Pitriny 
Motte at Mains of 
Garten. Perhaps it's a pity we don't have Edward's review 
after all! 

 

 

Engineering Club, Grantown Grammar School 
By Cameron Cosgrove, S5 
 
Pupils from  
Grantown Grammar 
School have been 
rewarded for their 
fantastic work with 
the school’s  
Engineering Club 
this  
Autumn at the an-
nual SCDI (Scottish Council for Development and Industry) 
Highlands and Islands dinner and business excellence 
awards. The black tie event was held at the Drumossie 
Hotel in Inverness, with many of the Highlands top busi-
ness owners attending. It was a great evening with the 
BBC broadcaster Sally Magnusson compering the event 
and the after dinner entertainment provided by Hugh 
Dennis! Grantown Grammar received the SCDI award for 
The Highlands and Islands Young Engineers and Science 
Club of the year and a cheque for £250. It was great to see 
the genuine interest and investment in the future of sci-
ence that evening. The school Engineering Club has under-
taken such projects as the Junior Saltire Award, in which a 
team had to design, build and test a wave powered gener-
ator to test down at Strathclyde University. The team 
came a close second in the competition,  but are re-
entering again next year with a view to claiming first 
place! 

Side View of Pitriny Motte 
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Tony Fielding, Balvenie 

Tony Fielding, who died at home on 29 October, came to Boat first on holiday 
with Alison at her parent’s house, Balvenie. He and his family, Alison and  
daughters Karen, Shona and Lorna, spent many summers here and exploring Scot-
land using Boat as their base. Tony was an avid train enthusiast and could not be-
lieve that he had a real steam loco running past the bottom of his garden. 
 
Tony was an academic statistician having studied at the London School of Eco-
nomics for a BA in economics followed by an M.Sc. in social statistics. He lectured 
at Edinburgh University, the LSE and at Birmingham University where he was ap-
pointed Professor of Social and Educational Statistics. He was a Fellow of the  
Royal Statistical Society. His specialty was Multilevel Modelling and after his  

retiral in 2009 he continued his research and teaching interests as a Visiting Professor at both Birmingham and Bristol 
Universities. 
 
Tony was a committed family man always encouraging his daughters in their studies and careers. He instilled values 
of justice, equality and regard for others in both his girls and those whom he taught. He was a loving husband to Ali-
son, a proud father and grandfather and was looking forward to the birth of his third grandchild in December. He had 
great hopes for this next generation. 
 
Tony was also committed to his community wherever he was. He was a City Councillor and School Governor in Bir-
mingham. Soon after moving here he was elected a Director of the Boat of Garten Community Company and recently 
became advertising manager of the BOG Standard. Determined to do new things in retirement he bought some new 
golf clubs last year and he had taken up bridge classes. Sadly his latter illnesses curtailed the activities but he was still 
a formidable debater and conversationalist. 
 
The large number of people at his funeral in St Columba’s Church, and the distances some had travelled, was testa-
ment to the regard in which Tony was held professionally, as a teacher and as a friend.  

Eating cereal for books  
 
Each term the parents and teachers at Deshar 
Primary School get together to discuss ways to 
raise funds and help the school. Ideas are often passed 
backwards and forwards on each issue and after the suc-
cess of the firework night, most of the fund raising for the 
school had been achieved and spent on some fantastic 

items. So, when the issue of 
trying to get more books for 
the school library was raised, 
we were all a bit beat at how 
we could help. 
 
A few ideas were put forward 
but it was the next morning at 
breakfast when a light shone 

on the cheerio cereal box and then a little voice said 
“mum, you know you said you wanted to get more books 
for school,” (clearly my son had overheard me talking to 
my husband but I let that go), “yes dear,” I muffled 
through the morning toast and tea, “well, it says here that 
if you eat loads of healthy cereal then you can get books”. 
At first I just assumed it was a crafty way for my son to eat 
more and to prevent me from buying the supermarkets 
own brand, however, as I read the back it appeared he 

was completely right. 
Every box of Nestle cereal has 
a box top token on the top. 
After quite a few have been 
collected, the tokens can be 
redeemed for books. Yes, it’s 
that simple and you get to eat 
loads of cereal too! 
 
This is where we need your help. All you need to do is cut 
the token off the top of the box and put them into the col-
lection boxes’ which have been put in both the post office 
and M&B stores. Alternatively, you can send them directly 
into Deshar School. 
 
Books are an amazing way to learn and it would be great if 
we could all help. 
 

“The more that you read, the more things you will 
know.  
The more that you learn, the more places you'll go." 
 
Dr Suess 

 
Thanks from the Parents of Deshar. 
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Healthy Start is a UK wide Government Scheme to  

improve the health of pregnant women and families on 

benefits and tax credits. Eligible women and families will 

be sent vouchers which can be exchanged for liquid cows’ 

milk, infant formula and fresh and frozen fruit and  

vegetables. Vitamins are also available for pregnant and 

breastfeeding women and young children. 

Ask your local midwife, Health Visitor or GP for more in-

formation about the Healthy Start scheme. 

 

www.healthystart.nhs.uk Tel: 0845 607 6823 

 

 

Timber 
By Affleck Gray 
ISBN 86232 030 6 

Book Review by Sue Murray 
 
Affleck Gray is a well known historian of the area, and has 
put together this treasure house of memories of the 
Women’s Timber Corps. He was in charge of timber opera-
tions, in Strathspey from Broomhill to Dalwhinnie.  

These women were called up during World War Two, and 
often they wanted to avoid working in munitions factories 
so they joined the Timber Corps, felling  trees by hand and 
extracting them from the forests with horses. The wage 
for someone over 19 was 46 shillings a week.  They usually 
lived in huts, although sometimes they were billeted in 
farmhouses. The conditions were tough and the equip-
ment very basic, but the camaraderie was great and many 
of them made friends for life.  

They are now all advanced in years, but have had some 
reunions where many memories and laughs were ex-
changed. The memories of around here are from Auchter-
blair, Carr Bridge,  and Muckrach, Dulnain Bridge,  
Kinveachy and Glen More.  

This book has the stories of individual women as well as 
the history of the forestry in the Second World War. It is a 
gem of Social History and I strongly recommend it.  

 

Update at the Square……… 
By Helen Geddes 

The Boat Hotel is extending the lounge bar?……… build-
ing a gymn & swimming pool?… the Railway is putting in 
a conservatory exhibition area?…. Groundforce are in-
stalling the groundworks for phase 2 of the community 
garden? 

Nope none of these, but from the rumours floating round 
the village you’d wonder! 

On a mundane note the  
resurfacing works are going 
swimmingly. All up to time to 
finish off with a new re-
graded tarred surface.  New 
drainage put in to allow all 
the roof and surface water to 
go to a local soak-away & the 
village sewer.  No horrors un-
covered and so far no need to 
dip into the contingency pot 
of money. 

The final touches and the clear up and remove the fences 
are 2 weeks away.  There will be 2 days of no access at all 
to the Station Square before that.   We are hoping that the 
final few days will be snow free and not very cold, as the 
weather is about the only remaining possible hold up.  All 
should be ready well before Santa’s trains due the week-
end before Christmas! 

The precast foundations for the Feather and mail cart 
sculptures are ready to be installed (as we go to print) and 
all the underground works for the local lighting in the 
Square will be completed before the final surface goes on. 
The feather and postcards have been commissioned and 
will be installed early in the New Year, the horse and cart 
will follow once these two are completed:  cash flow and 
workload prevents doing all 3 together.   Some more fund 
raising of a very few thousands is needed to allow comple-
tion of the time-controlled heritage and unobtrusive 
lighting: these things always cost more than the budget 
quotes suggest.  But it should all be well and truly done 
and dusted by this time next year! Christmas Carols by the 
light of the Feather in 2013. 

A huge thanks has to go to Penny Dunbar and Heather  
Bantick to complete this final project from the communi-
ty’s first list of improvements of more than 10 years ago.  
And thanks to Daniel, Alex and their guys from Pat Munro 
who have worked with the three local businesses to com-
plete the works without any accidents or complaints and 
so well to time. 

http://www.healthystart.nhs.uk
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I HAVE A LITTLE SATNAV 
 
I have a little Satnav 
It sits there in my car 
A Satnav is a driver's friend 
It tells you where you are 
 
I have a little Satnav 
I've had it all my life 
It’s better than the normal ones 
My Satnav is my wife 
 
It gives me full instructions 
Especially how to drive 
"It's thirty miles an hour", it says 
"You're doing thirty five" 
 
It tells me when to stop and start 
And when to use the brake 
And tells me that it's never ever 
Safe to overtake 

It tells me when a light is red 
And when it goes to green 
It seems to know instinctively 
Just when to intervene 
 
It lists the vehicles just in front 
And all those to the rear 
And taking this into account 
It specifies my gear. 
 
I'm sure no other driver 
Has so helpful a device 
For when we leave and lock the car 
It still gives its advice 
 
It fills me up with counselling 
Each journey's pretty fraught 
So why don't I exchange it 
And get a quieter sort? 
 
 

Ah well, you see, it cleans the house, 
Makes sure I'm properly fed, 
It washes all my shirts and things 
And - keeps me warm in bed! 
 
Despite all these advantages 
And my tendency to scoff, 
I do wish that once in a while 
I could turn the damned thing off! 
 

Boat of Garten Christmas Lights 

Our Christmas lights were 

installed over 2 days, on 

29th and 30th November, 

and are now well and truly 

adding a sparkle to the vil-

lage.  As if by order, the 

snow arrived just about the 

same time in order to add 

to the festive feel. 

Showboaters Does Wild West 

What were we going to be in for this time!  Well, to say it 

was hilarious is a gross understatement.  For one thing, do 

you expect to see synchronised swimming  

performed in a Wild West Saloon (or indeed in Boat of 

Garten Communi-

ty Hall)?  Apart 

from all the usual 

hallmarks of a 

Showboaters’ 

performance, the 

main focus of this 

show was the 

singing, which 

was first class.  As you’ll see from the photos, the cos-

tumes (and the girls wearing them) all looked fantastic. 

Watch out for more on Showboaters in the  

next edition! 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cast 

After the 

Beans! Thank 

goodness for 

Hielan Loos 

Ladies of the 

Saloon 

Showboaters would like to 

thank all volunteers who 

helped make their latest 

show such a success. With-

out them, we wouldn’t 

have managed.  

Janey and the  

Suntan Kid 
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Ice Cream Christmas Pud 
By Bev Birchwood 
 
I’m beginning to worry about my alcohol consumption; the 
last BOG standard it was boozy fruit, now it’s boozy ice 
cream! 
This pudding makes a fantastic alternative to the heaver 
Christmas Pud.  Although it’s still full of all those flavours 
you want over the holiday period, it’s lighter and, best of 
all, can be prepared days or even weeks in advance. It also 
has the advantage that if you really feel you have eaten 
too much, you can always eat it later!  I have to admit that 
the recipe isn’t mine; my daughter Solii made it last Christ-
mas and it was fantastic. 
The pudding can be made in one large or several individual 
pudding bowls. Line the inside of the bowl with cling film; 
this will help you to decant it easily. 
4oz -100g of Vine fruits, e.g. raisins, sultanas, currents, 
chopped apricots - any dry fruit works well. Soak the fruit 
in 100ml of your favourite sweet tipple overnight. 
You will need a tub of very good quality ice cream, or if 
you are going make your own add ½ a grated nutmeg into 
the custard.   
Steam Ginger, one lump chopped up very small 
Amaretto biscuits 
Soften the ice cream a wee bit and mix in the nutmeg (if 
bought ice cream), add the boozy fruit and stem ginger, 
mix well.  Fill the lined pudding bowl(s) about ½ way up 
with the ice cream.  Place a layer of the Amaretto biscuit 
and then cover with more ice cream mixture, cover and 
put in the freezer. 
To serve take out of the freezer ½ hour before serving and 
put in the fridge.  If you want to be really decadent, melt 
some chocolate and pour on top. Yummy! 
 
Well I shall be going back to Fatties in the New Year (see 
page 2)! 
 
 
Youth Club 
By Emma MacDonald 
 
A meeting was held at the end of October to see if there is 
demand to run Youth Club over the Winter. Only a few 
attended, but we've decided to go ahead and plan to run 
it, with the hope of getting more people involved. Another 
meeting is planned on Friday 30th November @ 7pm in 
the Community Hall, for organisers and volunteers to 
gather thoughts and plans before inviting the youth along 
the following week. The meeting on the 7th December is 
for all organisers, volunteers and young people to get to-
gether and work out what is needed from the group, so 
we need as many people as possible to attend. The regular 
Youth Club sessions will start in the new year and will, to 
begin with, run weekly through to the Easter holidays. 
 
 

Extracts from Deshar School Newsletters 
 
Primary 6 Trip to Kintail in September 
Emily Garrow and Lana Gregson took part in the residen-
tial trip to Morvich in Kintail.  
The girls learned how to do CPR and were introduced to 
the work of the Kintail Mountain Rescue Service.  They 
also learned a lot about otters – their food, habitat and 
how they use their whiskers to feel things in muddy water 
– and one of the highlights of the trip was being able to try 
out kayaking and archery whilst on Raasay.  They had to 
help with the domestic chores, and whilst they both en-
joyed the food, Emily said “….the macaroni cheese was 
nice, but not as nice as my dad’s!”  
“I thought the trip was awesome,” said Lana 
“On Tuesday, the best thing was the seal boat trip from 
Plockton,” said Emily 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsored walk in October 
The school was fortunate to enjoy an afternoon of good 
weather for our sponsored walk on Friday 5 October 
which raised more than £184. Many thanks for those who 
supported this event.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kenya Connection 
The school has recently made a link with a school in Ken-
ya, the Kingsway Preparatory School in Londiani, Western 
Kenya, which has pupils from 3 to 14 years of age. Deshar 
School pupils are looking forward to finding out all about 
their school and lifestyles. 
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IndoorsOutdoors

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE AND HANDYMAN 

SERVICES

BOAT OF GARTEN

MARK DIAMOND
mobile: 07727 654926  

email: diamond145@btinternet.com

Fencing –
Before & After

External 
Paintwork & 

Renovations –
Before & After

Roof Moss & 
Gutter Clearance

Garden Edging –
Before & After

Site Clearance

ALL INDOOR AND 
OUTDOOR WORKS 

UNDERTAKEN  – WELL 
ALMOST!

WINTERWATCH 
CARETAKING SERVICES –

DON’T GET CAUGHT OUT!

07727 654926

STANDBY 24/7

Gates


