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Hurrah the lighter nights and summery days are here (well sometimes!) But what a fantastic time of year we are heading 
into, everything is alive and blooming, full of colour and birds tweeting and the village is positiveley a hive of activity.

The BOG Standard is also alive, brimming and action packed this summer; tennis matches; Strathspey quiz night; long cycle rides; 
epic runs, challenges and marathons - I’m sure many of us are tired just thinking about it! There are also great reviews and pictures 
of The Osprey Music Society programme, Wee Bogees activities, the village clean-up, wildlife creativity and so so much more.

As always don’t forget to let me know of anything you think should be included that’s been missed out, would be of interest to readers 
or might be new to the village, you can email any articles for inclusion on the address below (deadline for autumn issue 12 August). 

All Articles & News: Cath Wright, Editor
email: coppergreen@outlook.com

BOG Standard is published by the Community Council, which appoints the Editor and underwrites the costs not covered by advertising. 
Articles published express the views of the authors and not the Council or Editor, unless otherwise stated.
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All Advertising: Jackie Wilson
email: jack.ian@btinternet.com

I’m sure many of us were 
shocked and saddened to hear of 
the tragic fire that raged at The 
Speyside Centre last month.

If the long queues and outpour-
ing of local help and support are 
anything to go by, the Lambie 
family were well supported at 
their recent ‘sale’ at the end of 
May.

The Speyside Centre has always 
supported our BoG Standard 
with advertising. Please keep an 
eye on their website  
www.heathercentre.com and 
Facebook page (Speyside Centre) 
to keep up to date with more
news over the coming months 
and to show your support.

The London Marathon with Donna MacPherson

Running for Alzheimer’s Scotland (BRA), Donna 
completed the 2016 marathon is 5 hours, 19 
minutes and 53 seconds. 

At the time of going to print her total raised is 
standing at over £6000 – enormous  
congratulations are due from everyone I’m sure 
as her initial target was £1000 by the end of 
February! 

Fundraising included the well-supported ‘Fitness 
Fun day’ in February at the village Community 
Hall.



Down at Dows with Fraser Dow

By Cath Wright

Originally from Edinburgh, Fraser moved with his family to 
Perthshire when he was 8 years old to a little village called 
Braco, before eventually ending up at Stirling University. 
Here he studied for a degree in Marine Biology for three 
years.

Before university the travel 
bug took him to Thailand for 
a year, where in between 
travelling every corner of 
the country possible he 
also taught English to older 
children (some of them older 
than him at the time); this 
experience confirmed he 
liked to travel but also that he 
certainly did not want to be a 
teacher! Eventually bringing 
him back to Scotland and 
university.

During his time at Uni he supported himself with a part-time 
job at the hospital as a Porter, which he continued full-time 
after finishing his study, then moving to the blood transfusion 
laboratories as a Medical Assistant, before settling as a 
Trainee Dental Nurse – the first male one in Forth Valley!

His best experience ever has to have been the summer 
of 2012, whilst in the Royal Navy Reserves he acted as 
‘security’ at the 2012 Olympics, stationed at Greenwich for 
the equestrian events. Here he was able to hobnob with 
Zara Philips and soak up the famous Olympic atmosphere 
and get paid for being there! It was whilst Fraser was living 
the high life in London that his family had started looking for 
a business in the Highlands; initially looking at hotels, they 
eventually came across the then named, M&B Stores and in 
June 2013 moved to Boat of Garten, Fraser joining them and 
becoming an equal partner.

Over the last three years they have slowly transformed the 
established business into what is now known as Dows Store 
and The Osprey Café; or the top shop; blue shop……….and 
many more local nicknames. Fraser is the most technical 

minded of the family and amongst the shop displays, David 
can often be heard hollering for Fraser when the till is not 
doing “what it’s supposed to!” Working up to 80 hours or 
more during the week does not leave very much time for 
hobbies, but when he can he likes to get out driving and 
touring the local area, reading, cooking, going to the gym 
and collecting LP’s.

Some may remember Hamish the hairy coo car, bought 
by Fraser from a guy who had done a charity rally in it to 
Monaco and back. He was looking for a cheap car to do 
deliveries in and thought that it would be perfect as it was 
big and eye catching! However, Fraser was the only person 
brave enough to be seen in it so it didn’t really get used as 
much as hoped. Hamish has now retired to pastures new 
with a taxi company in Buckie.

The future 
holds promise 
of achieving a 
slightly healthier 
work-life balance 
and Fraser 
is currently 
planning a 
holiday to 
South Africa in 
February time, 

where he hopes to volunteer with Great White Sharks! Here, 
he will work behind the scenes preparing equipment and 
assisting dive teams and continuing his interest in Marine 
Biology, something that still holds a fascination for him, and 
if ever he did completely change career path he would like 
to go back to Uni to continue his study of the subject.

Whatever the future holds for Fraser he loves the daily 
adventures of meeting new and different people, helping 
with all manner of queries and ensuring his customers get 
the products they want whenever possible. If the sharks let 
him return to Scotland, he hopes to properly put roots down 
and build or buy a house in the village, but needs to sell his 
house in Stirling first, so this is somewhat further down the 
line! For now, he is happy living with Sue, David and their 
pair of lively Golden Retrievers, Connor and Cafferty.
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Parish Minister’s Letter - Gaudi and Sagrada Familia

Over the years I have been in many small and big church 
buildings, including famous cathedrals.  Often they are 
aesthetically pleasing and, undoubtedly, a joy and blessing 
to people, especially to those who worship there. I love the 
church buildings in Boat of Garten, Carrbridge, Kincardine 
and Nethybridge. They are very special, filled with the 
presence of God, beautiful. Not all such buildings, however, 
grab me!

Recently I was in Barcelona for a short family holiday.  Our 
son had booked on line for us to see the renowned Basilica 
de la Sagrada Familia, the most visited church in Spain.  
To my shame I had never heard of it, but, when I went, it 
astonished me with its size, structure, creativity, sheer 
beauty, and, perhaps above all, with the light that came 
pouring into the whole cathedral.  It was so striking. A truly 
inspirational place.

The architect, Antoni Gaudi (1852-1926), is best known for 
his Catalan Modernism using ceramics, stain glass windows, 
wrought iron, and carpentry to design many buildings.  His 
masterpiece is the Sagrada Familia to which he committed 
himself almost exclusively from 1915.  It has a cruciform 
plan, with three facades dedicated to the birth, passion 
and glory of Jesus Christ. There are eighteen towers, with 
the central tower, 170 metres high, in honour of Jesus.  
The interior resembles a forest with inclined columns like 
branching trees which create a simple and solid structure.  
In fact, it is still being built today, 125 years on.

Although coming from a poor background he trained, 
worked tirelessly on many projects, and became known as 
‘God’s architect’, developing a style that was his own and 
that is enormously appreciated today. He had three passions: 
architecture, nature and his Christian faith. Aware of God’s 
greatness and grace, Gaudi exercised his skill in architecture 
to create this magnificent edifice for the glory of God and 
to inspire people to come and meet with Him.  The Sagrada 
has thousands of stain glass windows, of all the colours.  
For Gaudi “colour is the expression of life”, and “light the 
expression of the presence of God.”  His achievements are 
remarkable.

Perhaps some of these verses in the Scriptures spoke to 
Gaudi’s heart .....

“Let the light of Your face shine upon us”.  Psalm 4: 6

“The Lord is my light and my salvation, of whom shall be 
afraid”.  Psalm 27: 1 

“ For with You is the fountain of life: in Your light we see 
light”. Psalm 36: 9

“Jesus said I am the light of the world”.  John 8: 12  

Whatever the size or design of church building we have, let 
us value it.  There and together with others, God can meet 
with us and bless us powerfully in our Christian worship, in 
our ordinary life, and in our service.  Now that for me is real 
inspiration!

Wishing you all a great summer.

Donald Walker
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Church Guild Dates:
27 July: Srawberry Afternoon Tea 2.30-4pm 
Mission Aid, Nepal
12 Sept: Church Guild 2016-17 Programme, 7.30pm
All are welcome, details will follow in the next issue
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Sponsored Bike Rides by Clergy

Three of the Church of Scotland ministers in the  
Presbytery of Abernethy, together with another six friends, 
were on their bikes on Wednesday 27 April, beginning from 
different points and ending up at Boat of Garten Church. 

Catherine Buchan cycled from Laggan, Gordon Strang 
from Inveravon, and Donald Walker from Tomintoul.  
As well as exercising their leg muscles and enjoying 
spectacular Speyside, they were raising money for the  
St Andrew’s Refugee Service (StARS) in Cairo, one of the first 
organisations in Egypt dedicated to improving the quality 
of life of refugees, asylum seekers, and vulnerable migrants 
from the Middle East and Africa (including Syria, Ethiopia, 
Eritrea and Sudan) who seek refuge in Egypt.  It is estimated 
StARS will help 11500 men, women and children this year.

The original challenge to moderators and others within the 
church came from the Moderator of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland, Rt Rev Angus Morrison, and 
the Moderator of the National Youth Assembly, Hannah 
Goodlad, who, after visiting Cairo, both took to a tandem 
on 16 April and cycled round Loch Leven in Fife for this 
“inspirational” project which is run by St Andrew’s United 
Church. Staff and volunteers work tirelessly and selflessly on 
a tight budget providing education, legal advice, healthcare 
and other support.

A big “thank you” to all who helped and supported the 
Speyside riders for this very worthy cause.  It is anticipated 
well over £1000 will be raised locally.

Church of Scotland Guild News

The Guild have continued to support many smaller charities 
again over this past year. We have raised £1000 which has 
been distributed to the Syrian Appeal, Feed the Minds, 
Woman’s Aid Inverness, and the Street Pastors Inverness. 

We have also supported local lady Marion Burrows-Smith 
in her commitment to help and assist, by funds raised to 
building Toilet Blocks in remote areas of Nepal. The Guild 
are pleased to help and are thankful for the support of many 
in the community in giving these charities a wider voice. 

The Guild Programme concluded with a lunch at Anderson’s 
Restaurant.

The Three  
Ministers  
L-R; Gordon, 
Catherine & 
Donald
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Letter from Fergus Ewing MSP 

The Speyside Centre

The serious fire at the Speyside Heather Centre has been a devastating loss for the Lambie family. 
The task of clear up and re-establishing the popular local business must be both mammoth and 
daunting. However, it has been heartening to see local support for the centre, and I have heard 
many people say that we should all help support it once it gets back on its feet. 

The Kirking of Parliament

As I write this, I have just attended the Kirking of the Scottish Parliament, where MSPs and 
Ministers receive the blessing of the Churches. This traditional service is held at the start of each 
new Parliamentary Session.

As we waited for Prince Charles to arrive as the special guest, the congregation in St Giles Cathedral 
were treated to the unfamiliar sounds of jazz from a National Youth Orchestra  of Scotland quartet, who  kicked  off with Jimmy 
Van Heusen’s “Darn that dream”. I ruefully reflected that there may have been a message to some of us politicians! In the course 
of the service, we also enjoyed music from the Royal Conservatoire represented by a Clarsach and Fiddle duo, as well as a recital 
from St Giles own choir who sang a challenging work by Kenneth Leighton. The Service was led by the Moderator, but with 
other churches and faiths taking part. The message from the Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church, the most Reverend David 
Chillingworth seemed the most apposite for elected members.  He said: “May kindness and courtesy accompany your doings, 
integrity and fairness be hallmarks of your service, and happy co-operation signal your work for Scotland.”

New Members

It is a very good thing, I believe, that we have a large number of new members - new MSPs to bring their own energy expertise 
and experience to the Parliament, not least from the Highlands where we have three new members, all female.

My constituency neighbour Kate Forbes represents Skye Lochaber and Badenoch, whilst Gail Ross was elected to Caithness 
Sutherland and Ross, and Maree Todd represents the Highlands and Islands as a list MSP. Each bring different skills experience 
and backgrounds to the Parliament.   All are rooted in the Highlands. I am absolutely delighted to have them as colleagues and 
wish them well over the next five years and beyond.

They take over from three SNP men, Rob Gibson, Dave Thompson, and Mike MacKenzie who served the Highlands and Islands 
well. I also welcome the new list Members for the Conservative Party, who will replace Mary Scanlon and Jamie McGrigor both 
of whom had served the people and the Parliament since 1999. All of the departing MSPs, across all parties, devoted their whole 
efforts to the task of being your representatives, and all will  be missed. All of them were, and are, my friends.
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USB Stick - it’s the future for Pensioners!

A thought for us to mull over……it’s the future for Pensioners!

Shortly it will become compulsory for senior citizens to carry 
not only their ID, but also their insurance documents, their 
prescription list, a compact version of their medical file, the 
statement declaring if they want to be resuscitated after a 
heart attack, stroke, etc. Consequently, a lot of paperwork 
will have to be carried when a senior citizen goes out the 
front door OR when they travel! Specifically, for this purpose, 
a special “Senior USB Stick” has been developed.

Two Bites of information. Blue Tooth technology to fit your 
lifestyle. Expanded Memory can be arranged. Something to 
chew on!

Health Walks

The Walking to Health project has been operating in the Cairngorms under various guises and organisations since 2003. On 
26th April a Volunteer Celebration Event was held at Glenmore Lodge. The purpose of the day was to say thank you to all the 
volunteers and recognise the value and importance of the groups.

About 80 volunteers from across the area enjoyed the opportunity to meet up with representatives from Aboyne to Aviemore 
and many places in between. Cameron McNeish was the keynote speaker and he spoke passionately about the benefits of 
being out in ‘green spaces’. Two of our leaders, Britt Taylor and Anne Goodall attended the event and participated in  
workshops on Nordic walking and the use of technology in map reading.

Our own group has continued our regular Wednesday walks, meeting at 1.30pm outside the Community garden. I am sure 
that those who come along would agree with Cameron McNeish that we all benefit physically, mentally and spiritually while 
we exercise – and socially too, especially when we finish up at Dow’s afterwards!

Anne Goodall   831 562                     Liz Johnstone    831 166                                Britt Taylor   831 060 

SWRI

Boat of Garten’s entry into the group 
competition - “Rainbow Colours”, at 
the Inverness-shire and Islands Arts 
and Crafts Exhibition in Inverness on 
6th May. The items were made by 
Britt Taylor, Caroline Wilson, Kathryn 
Gillings, Muriel Wilson and Shirley 
Paul. We were the only entrants 
from Speyside and we came 4th and 
felt very pleased as there were lots 
of beautiful entries.       
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Watch the world famous ospreys 
Get up close to the red squirrels 
Share our family fun activities together 
Walk forest trails to peaceful lochs 
Browse in the gift shop 
Then sit down and enjoy a cuppa! 
 

The centre is open from the start of April to the end of August, though the 
wider reserve is open all year.  
We’re near Boat Of Garten - follow the brown “RSPB Ospreys” signs.  
Entrance charges apply.  
 
 

Call 01479 831476 
Visit www.rspb.org.uk/lochgarten 
Email abernethy@rspb.org.uk 
facebook RSPB Operation Osprey  
Twitter @RSPBLochGarten  
  
 
 

 

Loch Garten  
Osprey Centre  

 

Registered charity England and Wales 207076, Scotland SC037654  
Red squirrel: Andrew Mason (rspb-images.com) 
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Wee Bogees

By Kim Dixon

Spring is a fun time for Wee Bogees with Easter and Mother’s 
Day activities. For Mother’s Day, one of our creative 
mothers helped everyone make lovely crayon decorated 
cards, which were much appreciated by the receivers.  

At Easter, we made fun rabbit-ear headbands.  Instead of an Easter 
egg hunt, the children hunted for wooden spoons, which they 
then exchanged for chocolate eggs later - a great way of keeping 
a limit on the amount of chocolate eggs collected!  The kids 
loved the searching, and we re-hid the spoons numerous times!

With the two main organisers having had babies in the last few 
months, it has been a lot more challenging finding the time - and 
energy - to come up with activities for the group, so we were 
delighted when Beverley Birchwood kindly brought her treasure 
basket along to share with the children one week.  The treasure 
basket was full of items with different textures, shapes, and sizes 
to explore.  The kids had a great time playing and experimenting 
with the wide variety of objects. Thank you Beverley! 

Hanna, from the Care and Learning Alliance brought us some 
fun activities on her visits.  She had the kids decorate paper 
plates, then attach ice lolly sticks so that they could be used as 
bats.  We blew up some balloons and the kids had a ball hitting 
them around the room with their new bats.  On another week, 
Hanna brought bread and lots of sandwich fillings - peppers, 
tomatoes, cucumber, corn, cream cheese etc - and the children 
decorated their piece of bread to make fun faces.  Hard to say 
if the kids had more fun decorating or eating their creations.

 
 

 

Fort and tunnel making is always a popular activity with the 
kids.  One week we used tables, chairs and blankets to make a 
fabulous fort complex which the kids loved, and kept busy playing 
in throughout the session.  Other weeks, just quickly putting 
together our foam mats for a simple tunnel is still very popular.

Wee Bogees meet 10am - 12pm, Fridays at the Village Hall
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If you’ve been down to the woods (or loch) today...

By Kate Johnson

A lot has been happening down at Milton Loch Woodland 
recently and there is a lot more to come!  A group of 
volunteers, ably supported by our community ranger Alison 
Greggans, have been working hard to improve the area in 
different ways.  

The most noticeable new addition is the dragonfly  
viewing / duck feeding platform on the roadside.  This was 
partly funded by a grant from the Forestry Commission and 
all the wood was generously donated by BSW timber.  David 
Scott designed it and with Billy Richardson and a few other 
volunteers, built it - in a range of weathers from sunshine to 
snow.  It will mean that people can feed the ducks and enjoy 
the wildlife away from the road and not standing in mud.  

Over the years, Billy has done a lot of work to make the loch 
look as good as it does and keep it flowing (quite literally) 
with his use and maintenance of the sluice gate. He regularly 
removes the reeds in winter, which would choke the loch 
eventually if he didn’t.  Many of you will have envied his 
punting across the loch on the raft and I was very lucky to 
have a trip on it a few weeks ago.  Billy will be hanging up his 
reed pulling hook this year and a massive thankyou needs to 
be said to him for all his hard work over the years.  

Other work that has been going on has included putting a 
whiteboard and pen in the hide.  Heather and Allan Bantick 
have also put up identification posters to help us name what 
we are looking at.  Already the board has been put to good 
use and it helps keep a record of what is seen throughout 
the year.  Mike Taylor keeps a record of what is seen.  Helen 
Geddes has been using her scientific knowledge to keep an 
eye on the different water sources for the loch. Andy Johnson 
has been brilliant and doing lots of heavy and difficult things 
when I ask him!

Soon and possibly by the time you read this, there will be a 
map and information board at the entrance to the woodland 
and an identification table by the dipping pond. This will 
mean that once you have found some minibeasts and 
carefully put them in a pot, you can identify them and look 
at them under a magnifying glass.  James Gordon is busy 
making them as I type.  This is all funded by the grant from 
the Forestry Commission.  

A brave and intrepid bunch of volunteers turned out on the 
snowy morning of the village Spring clean to spruce up the 
area around the loch too.  Alison worked with one of her 
junior rangers, Blaine, to create reed barriers to try and filter 
some of the brown sludge heading along a burn.  We will 
watch the results with interest.  Allan and Heather litter 
picked and maintained the bird boxes.  Heather Goodall 
moved a small mountain of branches and brash to one area 
which will eventually become suitable habitat for bugs and 
possibly even create good areas for den building.  

Steve Goodall used his talents to create a willow screen 
near the hide.  The aim of this is twofold - one to discourage 
people getting round the front of the hide down the slippery 
slope at the edge of the loch and the other is to create 
another way for us to see the wildlife while they can’t see 

us.  And I wandered around removing tree guards and not getting 
done all the things I thought I would! 

In the future, we plan to improve the soil condition in the centre 
area so you may see piles of vegetation there.  We are going to 
control but not remove the comfrey, do a bit of coppicing and aim 
to make the area great for locals, visitors and wildlife.  Do come and 
have a look and if you fancy a job, just ask!
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PLANT SALE

Sunday 29th May from 2-4 pm

In the Community Garden. If you have spare plants 
or seedlings, please bring them along, in a pot and 

with a label 

Coffee and tea courtesy of the Boat Hotel 
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Delivering to you the client:
! Planning to Completion on New Build, 

Extensions and Renovations
! Eco Friendly Specifications
! Timber Frame Manufacturer
! General Building Maintenance & Repair
! Replacement Windows, Doors and Stairs
! Kitchen Showroom & Full Time Designer
! Value for Money

Tel: 01479 872818
or vist our website 
www.awlaing.co.uk

Established in 1921



Running ‘The Wall’ for Lucky To Be Here

By Pete Wright

When Roman Emperor Hadrian built his wall in AD122 I don’t 
think he would have been expecting 500 folk dressed in 
shorts, t-shirts and the occasional head torch to be running 
along it in 2016, well they are and I am going to be one of 
those folk!  

The route of Hadrian’s wall runs from Bowness-on-Solway 
on the West coast to Wallsend (Newcastle) on the East, the 
route for the event I’m taking part in, for logistical reasons, 
starts in Carlisle and finishes at the Millennium Bridge over 
the River Tyne in Newcastle/Gateshead…. there isn’t much 
to see at Wallsend other than well, the end of a wall!

Running the Wall isn’t where I want to start this tale.  I am no 
athlete, I’ve always been a keen walker/cyclist and all those 
types of wonderful outdoor activities but running just wasn’t 
for me, I left that for my two elder brothers who have been 
all over Europe running in marathons and other weird and 
wonderful events.  But back in 2009, just as the country was 
getting swept up in being handed the Olympics, I thought, 
right lets go for a run, and so I did, everywhere hurt, muscles 
ached that I didn’t know existed, it wasn’t pretty, but after a 
lot of effort, and a huge surprise from my brother, I finished 
my first Half Marathon in Aviemore in October 2009 and the 
words of the finishing line announcer still ring loud in my 
ears “see, all shapes and sizes can run a half marathon!” … 
cheek!!

So, fast forward to Summer 2016, my first “Ultra Marathon” 
looms close, 69 miles along Hadrian’s Wall.  I’ll be starting 
from Carlisle at 8am and hope to be finished… that’s it…. I 
hope to finish.  The speedy folk will scurry through in around 
10 hours, me… sometime after that.

I’ve completed 6 marathons now (Chester x2, Liverpool 
x2, Kielder Water and Rome), numerous half marathons all 
over the UK, from the beautiful Harris half Marathon to the 
historic walls of my home town of Chester.  I actually enjoy it 
now… yes I really do, the health benefits are obvious, but it’s 
the fresh air, free time and thinking time where I get most 
benefit.  Who’d have thought putting one foot in front of the 
other slightly quicker than walking would be so beneficial!!??

So if you feel like going for a run, there are loads of 
opportunities to start, be that a local club like the Cairngorm 
Runners, or going to a Parkrun in Inverness, heading to the 
gym and trying out a treadmill, or do what I did, get inspired 
by something, put on a pair of trainers and start…. nice and 
easy first, you don’t want to injure yourself. 

Remember your bad runs, one of mine was being overtaken 
by a man dressed as Mr Incredible near the finish line of my 
first marathon, it makes the successes even better, the feeling 
as you complete the challenge you have been training for is 
fantastic.

What I have taken on this year with ‘The Wall’ is a huge 
challenge for me, so I thought I’d add on some fundraising.  
I’m running “The Wall” for the charity Lucky2bhere - they 
provide heart defibrillators and emergency training to 
communities across Scotland, and I’d like to help raise money 
to have second one installed in the centre of the village (there 
is already one at the Golf Club), check out www.lucky2bhere.
org for more information.  

If you, or your company / business would like to sponsor me you 
can visit my just giving page at www.justgiving.com/petethewall  
I also post updates on here too.  

Or text PWWA69 £5 (or whatever you wish to donate) to 70070

See you on the other side of the Wall – Run date June 18th 
2016!
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Loneliness and Isolation on the Increase in the Highlands

Befrienders Highland Ltd (BHL) has announced that loneliness and isolation are sadly on 
the increase in the Highland area.

In the past 12 months BHL coordinators have had over a 60% increase in the number of 
people who are referred for 1-1 supported volunteer befriending. They have been battling 
to recruit and train enough people to match with those referred and are urgently needing 
the help of local communities if this situation is to be resolved. 

Befrienders Highland has been providing 1-1 supported volunteer befriending services 
across the Highlands, to people who are lonely and isolated as a consequence of mental ill 
health or those affected by dementia, for many years.  These powerful friendships, offered through face to face social meetings 
(Inverness and Nairn) or by phone, letter and email across the wider Highlands, have been a lifeline for over 650 people who 
have benefited from the regular weekly social contact. Coordinator Alan Duncan, states that “we have a team of amazing 
volunteers whose friendship successfully helps to increase people’s self-confidence and helps them to once again feel valued 
members of their local communities and to feel they once again belong and have something worthwhile to offer.  Over the 
years we have seen incredible transformations in people simply because of the power of friendship offered by our volunteers.  
The effects of friendship can never be underestimated”.  

Coordinator Sally Mackintosh says “we have a wonderful team of trained and experienced volunteers who give up an hour or 
so of their time once a week for engaging in social activity with someone who values their friendship.  However, in order to 
meet this enormous increase in referrals we urgently need to recruit and train new volunteers.  We need people aged 25+ to 
offer an hour a week.  We will provide training and ongoing support and just need people to be a friend to someone and enjoy 
their company by meeting up or on the phone”.  

For further information please contact: 01463 235675 and speak to Alan or Sally or  
email: distance@befriendershighland.org.uk
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Anyone for Tennis?

Fourteen energetic tennis players enjoyed a friendly round 
robin tournament on 1st May at Boat of Garten tennis 
courts. Good fun was had by all. Our local girl, Anna Barton, 
won alongside a welcome visitor from Grantown, George 
Conway. The new trophy is a beautiful carved wooden bowl. 
Afterwards we all enjoyed Afternoon Tea and Pimms in the 
clubhouse provided by resident chef, Sam Barnes. 

It is intended that the ‘May Sunday Tennis Bowl’ becomes an 
annual event to encourage us all at the start of the season. 
We would love more people to join us. All abilities welcome. 
We are a mixed bunch with the emphasis on enjoyment. 
Club nights are on a Wednesday from 6.30pm till twilight. 

Tennis membership is £40 for adults (or £20 if already a golf 
member) and £16 for children. Family membership is £90 for 
2 adults and 3 children. Junior coaching is on Thursdays from 
3.45pm–5.30pm depending on age. 

All enquires to alisonannfielding@yahoo.co.uk  or phone 
the Club on 01479 831282
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Ranger Diary Dates

Best of Boat of Garden – Ranger led guided walks every Thursday morning 11am-1.30pm, meet at the 
Boat Hotel. Booking essential alison.greggans@rspb.org.uk 07926912019 / 07710387510 

Donations help support local wildlife

Drop into the Boat Hotel every Thursday morning 9-10.30 for a catch up with Alison the RSPB 
Community Ranger

Magical moths - 10 June 8.30am – late morning. Shores of Loch Garten - (Mallachie car park).  
Breakfast included. Drop in and be amazed. £3 per person £6 per family.  

alison.greggans@rspb.org.uk 07926912019 / 07710387510

Wood Ant Nest Quest - 20 August 10am – 2pm. Be a Citizen Scientist for the day - explore, locate and 
record our fabulous wood ant nests in Deshar woods. Great fun for ALL the family. Details on booking 

alison.greggans@rspb.org.uk  07926912019 / 07710387510

Community Council 
Meeting Dates

Members of the public  
welcome!

Mon 27 June
Mon 5 Sept
Mon 17 Oct
Mon 28 Nov

Boat of Garten Auction Sale
Saturday 27 August 2016

12pm start
Community Hall
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PLANT SALE

Sunday 29th May 
from 2-4 pm

In the Community  
Garden. If you have 

spare plants or seedlings, 
please bring them along, 
in a pot and with a label. 

Coffee and tea courtesy 
of the Boat Hotel 

What’s on in Boat of Garten 

Wednesday 13:30 Health Walk Community Garden 
Wednesday 09:45 Yoga Community Hall 
Wednesday 18:00 Aerobics Community Hall 
Wednesday 19:00 Abs with Sara Community Hall 
Thursday 09:00 Deshar Gym Community Hall 
Friday 09:45 Yoga Community Hall 
Friday 10:00 Wee Bogees Community Hall 
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JAZZ IN THE VILLAGE  
Friday 10 June  

at 8pm

www.jazzinthevillage.
eventbrite.com
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Boat of Garten and Kincardine Churches 
 
Events and Services from 15 May 2016 for the BoG Standard 
 
Weekly Sunday Worship 10am St Columba’s Church, Boat of Garten.  Everyone always welcome 
 
Monday 6 June  3.30 – 4.30pm   Ospreys Play and Pray for 4-8 year olds.  Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Tuesday 7 June   12.30pm   Soup & Sandwich Lunch. Boat of Garten Church Hall. All welcome 
 
Sunday 12 June    6pm  Reflective Worship Service.  Kincardine Church. All welcome 
 
Tuesday 14 June   10am  Congregational Prayer Time. BoG Church Guild Room. All welcome 
 
Tuesday 5 July   12.30pm   Soup & Sandwich Lunch. Boat of Garten Church Hall. All welcome 
   
Sunday 10 July  6pm  Reflective Worship Service. Kincardine Church. All welcome 
 
Tuesday 2 August  12.30pm   Soup & Sandwich Lunch. Boat of Garten Church Hall. All welcome 
 
Tuesday 9 August  10am  Congregational Prayer Time.  BoG Church Guild Room. All welcome 
 
Sunday 14 August  6pm  Reflective Worship Service.  Kincardine Church. All welcome 
 
Monday 5 September 3.30 – 4.30pm   Ospreys Play and Pray for 4-8 year olds. Boat of Garten Church Hall 
 
Tuesday 6 September 12.30pm  Soup & Sandwich Lunch. Boat of Garten Church Hall. All welcome 
 
Sunday 11 September 6pm  Reflective Worship Service. Kincardine Church. All welcome 
 
Everyone is warmly invited to come and join us for any or for all of our services and events. 
 
The usual time of Sunday morning services in Boat of Garten Church is 10am 
 



Digging for Deshar 

By Alison Greggans

A ‘Big Up’ to Deshar Primary school children (P1-4’s) for 
their boundless enthusiasm for the new Gardening Club 
which meets every Wednesday after school.  We are having 
great fun creating new wildlife areas to make Deshar School 
playground a pleasure to play in for all the children and local 
creatures alike. 

With the help of parents we have made improvements to 
the area around the pond. We still need to plant this up with 
oxygenating plants to entice aquatic creatures, but once 
done not only will this look splendid to our eyes but maybe 
to a dragonfly’s or damselfly’s too as they stop to admire our 
little watery nature reserve. Around the pond edge we have 
made new log piles and a carefully crafted hibernaculum - a 
place where creatures such as toads can hibernate. It will 
take a little time for news to travel that ‘desirable homes are 
available to the amphibian kingdom at Deshar Primary’ but 
we remain vigilant. Planting lush vegetation around the log 
piles will attract slugs and they will certainly help to keep 
tubby toads happy!

In April, BSW Timber visited us in the shape of Irene and 
Gordy. They brought us lots of lovely wood chippings for the 
borders at the front of the school which will eventually rot 
down to enrich the soil. These chippings delay the spread of 
‘weeds’ (although we like some weeds) and protect young 
annuals and perennials from the worst of nibbling soil 
invertebrates. So a big thank you to the boss at the Saw Mill 
- Dave Mills! 

We have had expert help from Iona Malcolm who runs 
Grassroots – a lovely gardening shop in Kingussie. Iona 
showed us how to sow beans and peas, sunflowers and 
nasturtiums into biodegradable pots and toilet rolls. They 
are now sitting on the make shift ‘green shelf’ in the library. 
Let’s hope they grow tall and strong so we can plant these 
out soon in our already prepared raised beds. With a bit of 
tender loving care over the summer (by yours truly) these 
‘legumes’ will be waiting for our gardeners to come and pick 
and share with parents and pals for munching and crunching.  

Iona also gave us a present – a little wooden gardener we 
have called Gordon (the Gardner). As our mascot he sits at 
the front of the school so we can see him every day.  

We planted a plum tree – all 10 of us!!  Great for teaching 
little people the importance of team work and how to take 
turns. ‘Olly’s’ tree, (thank you Olly’s dad!) was planted 
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with new trowels, spades, forks and plastic trugs all bought 
with funds from the Parent Council via the Heather Centre. 
They definitely ensured a job well done, as within a week, 
it sprouted new shoots (despite the blizzards!) We have 
chosen a good site for our orchard; away from the wind 
(and stray footballs), in a sunny location where the soil is 
surprisingly good. We have a notion that in time, children 
might be able to pick their own plums and perhaps an apple 
or pear for their lunch.

We had a great time planting 
wild flower seeds in a huge 
tractor tyre - given to us by 
Dulnain Garage. We needed 
soil and stones first though. So 
a massive thanks to our very 
nice neighbour and farmer for 
making this happen. We hope 
that in a few weeks, this corner 
will be buzzing with bees and 
butterflies

We are enjoying our new 
gardening venture - learning 
about the plants we are 

nurturing and growing, and how to stay safe when using 
our brand new tools. Learning is fun, and with gardening 
...ongoing! 

People have been very kind and generous. Plants, seeds and 
equipment have been donated from lots of parents and the 
wider community of Boat and Tulloch - thank you so much. 
You are really helping to make our Gardening Club a success.  
We would like to do lots more and we will but we need a bit 
of help to do this. 

So if you would like to donate anything to help keep 
little green fingers busy – please drop these off at the 
school or if anything needs collecting contact me –  
Alison Greggans: alison.greggans@rspb.org.uk or phone 
07926912019

Happy gardening everyone!
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The BoG Dog Blog

Jasper here, skills consist of cake stealing; hole digging; loud snoring and copious drooling (preferably into shoes). I’m one of the 
many dogs that live in Boat of Garten. I’ve been taking part in the Dog Walking Survey with the James Hutton Institute - as have 
many of my four-legged friends. Last year a lady called Katrina filmed me out for a walk with my co-star - Dad. She promised me 
bright lights, biscuits and stardom - people say how trusting Spaniels are!......in the end I helped myself to the biscuits and this 
could be my first taste of stardom!

She asked why the human keeps me on a lead when we walk around Boat?  You may expect they said it’s because of the signs 
up in the woods, or the wildlife nesting in the spring, new-born lambs, responsible 
ownership, consideration of others, or because they can’t control us (all points  
a human would consider) ........to be honest I’m as deaf as a post, like proper deaf, 
they use body language to get my attention and if they let me off I can’t hear them 
calling me back! I’m also pretty clumsy and fall over a lot, then fake a limp for days, 
so I stay on a lead now, unless I’m in a wide open space or the beach. BUT if I wasn’t 
deaf would they let me off? This caused great debate amongst Mum and Dad, they 
know I always come back eventually if I can see them and follow ‘sign language’.  
I know how they answered this question, but how would you?

Next month Katrina is going to give us an update on the project and what the 
research said, but for now I’ve got bins to raid, toys to chew and sleeping to do.........
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Boat of Garten and Vicinity Community Council 

Chair’s Report to AGM held on 9th May 2016

In October 2015 the 4 year term of office of all 7 community 
councillors came to an end and Elections were held. At that 
point we said goodbye and thank you to Annie Forwood, 
Harvey Harris, Stewart Blair and Willie Cruickshank and 
also Frank Bardgett who had been co-opted in January 
2015.  Their support during their terms of office was much 
appreciated.  Elections for a new Community Council were 
held, organised by Highland Council and open to all local 
residents over 16yrs. to consider standing.  Boat of Garten is 
entitled to 7 community councillors and as only 7 residents 
put themselves forward, they were all declared duly elected 
on 18th November 2016. The current community councillors 
are Alison Fielding and Ian Bashford (who had served 
previously), Kate Johnson, Liz Johnstone, Julie Mossman, 
Brian Tolson and Pete Wright. Highland Councillor Dave 
Fallows and CNPA Board member Willie McKenna are regular 
attenders at community council meetings. Our thanks go to 
everyone for their service to this community.

There have been a number of key issues this year. Led by 
Ian Bashford, the community council has been very active in 
liaising with Scottish Water about the problems relating to 
the new sewage treatment works and other sewage issues 
within the village and has kept the community informed 
through regular articles in the BOG Standard. As a result of 
our pressure some improvements were made to the systems 
but other issues remain outstanding, in particular the poor 
landscaping down at the treatment works which is to be re-
done.  Despite repeated requests, Highland Council has not 
yet produced a timetable for the CCTV survey and repairs 
to the drainage system. The Housing Development has also 
been delayed due to Scottish Water being slow to grant 
the necessary technical permission for water and sewage 
supplies to the new houses, which has to be in place before 
Road Construction Consent can be granted by Highland 
Council. This is the reason there has been no further work 
on site since the felling of the trees last December.  We are 
advised this is close to resolution and the developer is now 
hopeful work will begin on site in mid-June. Once work starts 
the Developer has agreed to erect a board beside the site 
to provide information for residents about the progress of 
work on the site. Alison Fielding is the link person for all 
matters relating to the housing development.

Regarding Broadband, BT has installed 2 fibre optic cabinets 
in the village but state that only 1 cabinet has been 
connected to high speed fibre broadband. Another cabinet 
is planned for Drumuillie. BT state that premises within 
1km of a cabinet should receive superfast broadband and 
premises within 2km should receive an ‘uplift’ in service.  
CNPA has set up a Cairngorm Community Broadband 
Steering Committee which is considering mechanisms for 
the provision of broadband to postcodes not served by the 
main broadband structures. Brian Tolson represents Boat of 
Garten and its environs on this committee and reports back 
regularly.  Vodafone finally completed the work on their 
Rural Signal programme. Booster masts have been installed 
on the roof of the post office and the community hall and 
should benefit Vodafone customers.

The Community Council continues to have a statutory right 
to respond to all planning applications which affect the area. 
The Boat Hotel Spa Application went to Appeal. The Scottish 
Government Reporter turned it down as not in keeping with 
the listed building status of the Strathspey Railway buildings. 
The controversial Application for 3 lodges on the Kincardine 
Estate in an important area of  biodiversity, was objected to by 
the Community Council and many others and was withdrawn 
by the Applicant. A response to the A9 consultation about 
junctions for the proposed dual carriageway section between 
Dalraddy and Slochd was submitted to Transport Scotland in 
March. 

The Community Council continues to have management 
responsibility for the Playing Field and Milton Loch Woodland. 
Bookings of the playing field are managed by Alison Fielding 
and are notified in the Community Hall Diary. Kate Johnson 
leads on all matters relating to Milton Loch Woodland and is 
supported by a team of volunteers. With the benefit of a grant, 
further interpretation work for the area is being completed. 
Alison Greggans, Community Ranger, supports this work in 
addition to her guided walks and other events throughout 
the season. Her valuable expertise is much appreciated. She 
also monitors Deshar Woods and liaises with Seafield Estate 
as appropriate. Following a £1500 grant from the Highland 
Council Ward budget and a further £500 from Seafield Estate, 
the detailed feasibility study to determine how to achieve an 
All Abilities/Easy Access  path within Deshar Woods is about to 
be undertaken. The next stage will be to consider a planning 
application and apply for full funding for the project in the hope 
of achieving success within the next couple of years.

In December Jackie Wilson completed 5 years as independent 
Editor of the BOG Standard. A huge thank you goes to Jackie 
for all her hard work. The magazine developed greatly under 
her leadership and the range of contributors is testament to 
her skill and encouragement in liaising with all sectors of the 
local community.  We give a warm welcome to the new Editor, 
Cath Wright, who immediately rose to the task of an excellent 
March edition, supported by Jackie’s continued involvement in 
obtaining the sponsorship adverts from local businesses. Our 
thanks go to all those who contribute articles and adverts, to 
the team of deliverers, and to Groverprint for the final product. 

Finally a big thank you to all the volunteers who came out on 
a damp day to help with the Village Spring Clean on 23rd April. 
Thanks to Deshar School for the barbecue and to John Morrison 
for taking the rubbish to the dump.

Full contact details of the community council members, 
community council agendas and approved minutes are placed 
on the community council pages of Boat of Garten website, and 
are also displayed on the village noticeboards and in a file in the 
post office. Anyone wishing to receive a copy directly by email 
should contact Julie Mossman, secretary.

Alison Fielding

Chair

Boat of Garten and Vicinity Community Council

09.05.2016
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Ospreys - Play and Pray
Ospreys is a group for children aged 4 and upwards, where they can explore the Christian faith in a 
fun way with stories, games, crafts and songs. New children and parents/carers are always welcome. 

Contact 831252 for more information or just come along!

Where: St Columba’s Church Hall, Boat of Garten

When: Monthly on Mondays, 3.30-4.30pm after school

Dates: The last Ospreys for this term will be on Monday 6 June 2016. Starting again at the beginning 
of September after the summer holidays

What have we been up to recently?

Good Friday walk and picnic up Fairy HillFish Finger BBQ!!
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 The Osprey Music Society
By Jackie Wilson

Back in February, the Dante Quintet delighted the local TOMS 
audience with music by Beethoven, Elgar and Shostakovich 
– a lovely mixture of themes and styles.  Apart from focus 
on the Quintet’s performance, there was another aspect 
of the evening to celebrate in that, within the audience as 
guests of TOMS, there were three of the local youngsters 
who had been appointed Music Ambassadors for the Strath 
following the 2015 Ambassador Concert – they are (from 
left to right in the photo) Georgie Smith – traditional violin, 
Adam Forsythe – piano and Ellen Ogden – cello.  They are 
all under 19 and were chosen as the best musicians in their 
various instruments at the Music Festival held in March.  
As Ambassadors, they act as role models for other aspiring 
youngsters in Badenoch and Strathspey. TOMS looks forward 
to welcoming the winners of the 2016 ambassador awards, 
all 8 of them – in addition to the three 2015 winners featured 
on the photo, they are Catriona Forsythe – flute, Wayde 
Buley – trombone, Caitlin Holmes – vocal, Max Rowley – 
traditional and Ross Weir – pipes.

In March, there was a quite amazing performance by 
Jonathan Fournel, winner of the 2014 Scottish International 
Piano Competition.  The concert opened with the sounds 
of Beethoven’s Piano Sonata Opus 110 which was followed 
by melodious Chopin and Debussy, dynamic Scriabine 
and culminated with Schubert’s Fantaisie Wanderer, with 
Jonathan exposing his audience to a wide range of texture 
across this varied programme.  Except that wasn’t quite the 
end!  Jonathan was drawn back onto stage for an encore, 
goaded by the swelling of applause from a rapt audience.  
His performance was astounding – and he is still only 22 
years old.

And now let’s move on to April when TOMS welcomed 
back Maximiliano Martín who had been invited to return to 
play “with some friends”.  These friends just happened to 
be three principal wind players from the Scottish Chamber 
Orchestra!  Through their playing from Mozart to Stravinsky 
they demonstrated exceptional musicianship, producing 
a wonderful balance of sound and communicating a real 
joy in playing to the audience, who responded with great 

enthusiasm.  But there is more to tell – the wind players 
were accompanied by Julian Milford on piano, and his 
journey to reach Boat of Garten was memorable.  He was 
travelling from London, but due to an incident on the railway 
track at London Victoria, trains to Gatwick were cancelled.  
Undeterred, he jumped into a taxi, but unfortunately he 
missed his flight to Inverness.  There followed a dash across 
London to Heathrow where he boarded a flight to Edinburgh, 
from where he hired a car and drove to Boat of Garten, 
arriving 5 minutes before the start of the concert!  So, the 
order of play for the evening was altered to enable him time 
for a quick warm up on the piano (in front of the audience 
already assembled in the hall) and a hurried bite to eat.  He’s 
the one grinning in the centre of the photo!

The final concert of this season’s TOMS programme will have 
taken place by the time the BOG Standard is published, but 
what a concert!  Following on from their appearance in the 
village last year, and as part of their 30th Anniversary Tour 
of Scotland, Aly Bain and Phil Cunningham approached Ann 
Napier and asked to play in Boat of Garten again.  At the time 
of writing, their concert is, not surprisingly, a sell out.

Although the May concert completes the TOMS official 
programme for the year, there will be two additional 
concerts, featuring young musicians at the beginning of 
their musical careers and which TOMS is sponsoring – so put 
the dates in your diaries.  On 13th June, students from ‘The 
Music Box’, Edinburgh College, will be showcasing the work 
which their various ensembles have developed over the 
course of their studies.  

The second concert also comes from an Edinburgh base – on 
28th July, the Edinburgh String Quartet will hold a concert 
where they will afford an opportunity to their winning 
‘apprentice’ to play alongside this prestigious group.  
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Strathspey’s Great Big Quiz Night - Well organised and run. A good night, raising £2300!
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2016 Annual Village Spring Clean

Despite the cold weather and sleety snowstorm during 
the morning, 22 resilient adults and 6 children turned out 
on 23rd April to help with the Boat of Garten and environs 
annual spring clean.

Their efforts were rewarded with burgers, sausages and hot 
drinks afterwards in the community garden at 12 noon by 
which time the snow had subsided and the sun come out. 

15 bags of rubbish were collected mostly from feeder roads 
leading into Boat of Garten. If only drivers of vehicles both 
large and small would stop chucking empty cans and bottles 
from their vehicle windows onto the grass verges, the beauty 
of our countryside would be enhanced. 

Thank you to John Morrison for taking the rubbish to the 
dump. Also thanks to Deshar School for the loan of the 
barbecue and to Maddy Harris for undertaking the cooking. 
Burgers from Balliefurth Farm Shop and rolls from Boat of 
Garten Golf and Tennis Club proved a tasty combination.  
A big thank you goes to all those who gave their time and 
effort to this event, which this year, also included a working 
party helping out at Milton Loch Woodland. This annual 
event is sponsored by the community council.
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GEORGE GOW BUTCHERS 
KING STREET 

KINGUSSIE 
Tel:  01540 661212  

Email:  georgegow.butcher@virgin.net 
 

Award winning Haggis, Blackpudding and Meallie 
Puddings 

Variety of Sausages 
Local Wild Venison & Seasonal Game 

Beef, Pork and Lamb from our own local farm. 
 

You will be tempted by our own cured Bacons! 
Home-made Pies & a varied selection of home-cooked meats 

 

We can vacuum-pack fresh meats to allow for safe travel on your journey home 
 

Opening hours:  8am – 5pm Monday to Saturday 
Closed Wednesday afternoon 

Delivery can be arranged 
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Wild Cameras

By Allan Bantick OBE

It was beautiful.  It had once been just a one-megapixel HP camera costing one pound from eBay but to a confessed wildlife 
enthusiast and gadget freak it had become almost magical.  The chap who created this piece of wizardry had drilled holes in the 
camera from which wires now protruded and were connected in mysterious ways to a burglar alarm sensor costing five pounds 
from Maplin and a motorcycle battery from under the bench in his shed.  My first reaction was that it’d never work; and when that 
proved impressively wrong my next reaction was, “I want one”.

My friend duly built a system for me and I was hooked.   That was in 2005 and some of the resulting photographs were published 
online which meant the Cairngorms National Park got to know of what I was up to as a result of which they very generously bought 
two purpose built systems for Boat of Garten Wildlife Group (BoGWiG) to survey for wildlife.  That was more than a decade ago and 
since then a succession of cameras has provided an ongoing stream of records of local wildlife activity and the images themselves 
have been used to raise public awareness in public talks, on websites and on social media.

Things have come a long way in recent years.   Technology has improved, demand has grown and prices have come down to such 
an extent that trail cameras for taking photos and videos both day and night and are accessible to almost everybody for a variety 
of different purposes because in addition to wildlife monitoring trail cameras are used for entertainment, research, security, hunt 
planning and just plain curiosity.  Operating a trail camera is a simple matter; you point it where you expect action and when the 
camera detects a movement or a temperature change it takes whatever images you have set it up to take.  Then, when checking 
the memory card, you get a thrill not unlike that of opening a Christmas stocking; you simply don’t know what goodies you will 
find. 

My own cameras and those purchased for BoGWiG are still used exclusively for wildlife monitoring in different places including 
moors, woodlands, lochs, the badger hide and people’s gardens.  The full list of species recorded over the years is far too long 
for this article but it includes badger, fox, pine marten, red squirrel, goldeneye, crested tit and capercaillie.    During 2012 and 
2013 Boat of Garten also saw trail cameras used in the woods to formally research behaviour by dog walkers to inform the design 
process for capercaillie mitigation ahead of new houses being built.  That process is now at an end and as far as I know there are 
no plans for more research of that kind.

The cameras that I manage are usually sited in discrete places away from public view but if you should happen to go off piste and 
come across a camera, mine always have my contact details attached and a note to say what they are there for.  Most images once 
viewed are deleted – I only store or publish a few of the best wildlife images.  If you have any questions I’ll be pleased to hear from 
you.

01479 831768 email: allanbantick@yahoo.co.uk
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Angel Wings Baby and Child Loss Support has been running 
for just over 3 yrs. We have 14 private support groups on 
Facebook supporting all family members of different baby 
loss and child loss including suicide, infertility and no longer 
able to conceive. 

We have gifted 18 Cuddle Cots in the last 15 months. These 
are vital pieces of equipment keeping passed away babies 
cool, allowing families the only extra time possibly with 
them until they are laid to rest. We are just about to present 
a Cuddle Cot to Grantown Funeral Directors for use all over 
the Badenoch and Strathspey area so families can take baby 
home for the night. 

Angel Wings Forever Dressed in Love has been set up for just 

over a year. Made from donated wedding dresses, we provide 
clothing such as Pockets of Love for early gestation babies, 
rompers, kimonos, gowns. These come with blankets, hats, 
bootees, teddy, candle, keyring for Daddy, beaded bracelet 
for Mummy and matching ribbon bracelet for baby and a 
pack of Forget-Me-Not seeds, all in a net bag made from the 
underskirt of the wedding dress. 

We have 4 Teams around the UK. One in Scotland, two in 
England and one in Wales. This year since January the 
Scotland team alone have donated over 60 Forever Packs, 
freely to families direct, funeral homes and hospitals. Our 
seamstresses and helpers give up their free time to make 
items. 

We rely on generous donations to help cover the cost of 
ribbon lace felt and items but especially the cost of postage 
which is proving so expensive. The founder of Angel Wings 
lives in Aviemore. We are also Tesco Aviemore’s and the 
Cairngorm Hotel’s chosen cause for raising awareness at the 
Thunder in the Glens Harley Davison weekend.

More information can be found on Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/mumsangelbabys
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Arrivals and Sailings: The Making of George Wyllie

‘A fascinating insight into the great, quixotic life of George Wylie, and how he 
came to leave his indelible mark on the Scottish arts landscape’  
- Alan Cumming

Launched last month at Byre’s Road Waterstone’s, Glasgow, The Making of 
George Wyllie has been co-written by his elder daughter, Louise Wyllie (who 
lioves in the village), and arts journalist Jan Patience. Containing never-be-
fore-seen images and fresh insight into his influences and early life, this book 
seeks to answer questions about the forces which shaped Wyllie’s unique 
worldview. 

Availble now to buy in all good bookshops!
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A role the Community Council takes is to act as a channel for organisations, groups, charities and funding bodies to make contact 
with communities who might benefit from financial or professional assistance which is being provided.  There are numerous 
opportunities for funding, but often it is a case of knowing what is out there and how to apply for it. The Community Council receives 
a number of communications with regards to funding that is available and outlined below is one funding opportunities which may 
benefit individuals, groups or organisations that live, engage or work in the community or further afield.

If you are involved in a project that may benefit from external assistance, it may well be worth contacting the Community Council to 
see if they are aware of any opportunities worth pursuing.

DRILL is a UK-wide programme fully funded by a £5 million grant from the Big Lottery Fund.  DRILL is the world’s first research and 
pilot programme led by disabled people and their priorities.

Disabled people will be at the forefront of designing and delivering these projects.  The purpose is to build a better evidence base 
about approaches that enable disabled people to achieve independent living – to have choice and control over their lives in ways 
non-disabled people take for granted.

The types of projects that could be funded must:

• Be about something that could help make it possible for more disabled people to experience independent living

• Contribute towards meeting one or more of the Programme Outcomes

• Be about enabling more disabled people to participate in - the economy; social and community life; civic and public life;  
 something that cuts across all of these areas.

• Enable disabled people to exercise more of their human rights

• Reflect disabled people’s priorities – the things disabled people think are important.

The projects which could be considered for this funding may include, provision of sporting opportunities, development of artistic 
skills, removing barriers to employment and education, encouraging participation in activities to promote social inclusion and 
support induvial development. 

Applications are now invited for grants to carry out research and establish pilot projects on subjects reflecting the priorities of 
disabled people. The funding application window for this project is open now and will close on 27th July 2016.  

Further information on this project and the funding mechanism behind it can be found at www.drilluk.org.uk  This might not be for 
you, but do you know anyone this might benefit?

Housing Development Update

Progress on the Housing Development has been has been delayed due to Scottish Water being slow to grant the necessary 
technical permission for water and sewage supplies to the new houses, which has to be in place before Road Construction 
Consent can be granted by Highland Council. This is the reason there has been no further work on site since the felling of trees 
last December. We are advised that the necessary consents from SW have now been granted. The Developer is hopeful of 
starting work on site in mid-June.

There will be 2 self- build plots on this site. Following Government Funding, The Highland Small Communities Housing Trust has 
launched a Highland Self Build Loan Fund to which application by individuals/couples can be made. All enquiries to HSCHT tel 
01463 233548
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Speyside Property Services 

 
We offer a unique service for property owners in Aviemore, Boat of Garten and the surrounding Strathspey 
and Badenoch region. We cater for all aspects of essential property maintenance whether your investment is a 
holiday home, holiday rental, hotel or B&B. 
Speyside Property Services will have or create a package to suit you. 
Our many years of building experience mean we can help you with any renovations and re-decoration. If you 
are looking to renovate your property or add any extensions get in touch and we can help with everything 
from ideas to building regulations. 
We also offer a full interiors refurbishment service, taking care of the whole house or just one room from 
flooring to furniture, using only the finest products available. 

01479 810656 
info@speysidepropertyservices.com 
www.speysidepropertyservices.co.uk 

 

Highland Home Centre 
We are committed to giving our customers that personal touch from start to finish. 
Why not come along and visit us at our showroom in Aviemore and see how we 
can transform your home and garden into that magical haven you truly deserve. 

 

  

Stoves               Hot Tubs      Outdoor Living 
   

Highland Home Centre  
1 Dalfaber Industrial Estate, Aviemore PH22 1ST  
Showroom Hours:  01479 812433 
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm  www.highlandhomecentre.co.uk 
Saturday 9am -12pm  info@highlandhomecentre.co.uk 

 


