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As I write this, it really does look like Spring through the window!  And hopefully this edition will put a 
spring into your step!   
 
The focus of this issue is very much “people”, from the very young to the not so young.  Starting at the 
older end of the age profile, our feature conversation this quarter is with Christian Gibson, whom 
many people within the village will know either personally or by reputation.  Someone who may not be 
so well known is Tom Mackie, who doesn’t shout about his talents from the rooftops, but you’ll see 
from examples of his work that he is no mean sculptor.  Moving down the age spectrum, a big thank 
you is accorded to Chris Carter who has been such a driving force in both organising  and participating 

in the Winter Talks programme over the years.  Moving towards the younger end of the age spectrum —read about 
Ben Woolsey’s success, as he prepares to leave the village to start his university studies in pursuit of  a professional 
career in the music industry.   Younger still, and you can see the success currently being enjoyed by the Youth 
Group, which is led by Emma MacDonald.  That is not to mention the other two age groups represented within the 
newsletter, namely the pupils at Deshar School and the Wee Bogees. 
 
The main feature within this edition is a marvellous review of Showboaters over the 10 
years of their existence, compiled by Ann Napier, their leader.  This has merited a special  
issue with the central pages printed in full colour—in order to try and do justice to the group’s activities.  There isn’t 
much text, but the photos tell the tale! 
 
In addition to these “specials”, there is the usual mix of real news and trivia—I hope you find something of interest! 

 
Jackie Wilson 

Editor 
Email: bogstandard831@googlemail.com 

01479 831056 

BOG Standard is published by the Community Council, who appoints the Editor and underwrites the costs not covered by 
advertising.  Articles published express the views of the authors and not the Council or Editor, unless otherwise stated. 

Buy.at—donate to the Community Hall or to Deshar Primary by shopping!! 

Before you buy anything online, please have a look at this site: 

www.buy.at/desharschool  or www.buy.at/hallaboard 

From there you can click on links to many online retailers, many of whom you probably already use. 

Every time you click the link from there to another retailer YOU EARN COMMISSION of up to 10% for the school or the hall. 

AFFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR BOAT OF GARTEN ON THE HORIZON ! 
Boat of Garten and Vicinity Community Council 
 
The multi-agency Housing Working Group for Boat of Garten has almost come to the end of its 
aims and purpose to find a solution to the need for more affordable housing within Boat of 
Garten. Much debate has taken place about the actions needed to ensure capercaiilie and other 
wildlife are protected within our woodland irrespective of any further housing development, and the additional 
measures required if house building is to take place.  
Davall Developments have indicated they are encouraged by recent progress in their communications with SNH and 
CNPA and hope to be lodging a Planning Application sometime in March for 32 houses at the north end of the village. 
CNPA require all developments to be of mixed housing types. The proposal is for 10 affordable houses, including 8 
rented via Highland Council, 2 shared equity houses which would provide joint ownership with a housing association, 
and 22 houses for private sale. Highland Council have confirmed that they have identified their contribution to the 
cost of the affordable sector housing  within their budget planning,  provided the application is lodged in March.  
Davall Developments are intending to arrange a Drop-In Session for local residents to see and comment on their  
proposed plans. The provisional date set for this is 20th March afternoon/evening and final arrangements will be  
advertised by Davall in the Strathy the week before. 
Provided the application is made, the Community Council would like to encourage all residents to take the opportunity 
of viewing the plans and giving feedback. Anyone with a housing need who is not already on the Highland Council 
Housing Register is strongly advised to make an application as soon as possible. 

http://www.buy.at/desharschool
http://www.buy.at/hallaboard
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A CONVERSATION WITH CHRISTIAN GIBSON  
(nee Gordon) 

By Anna Barton 

Christian Gibson and her husband, Professor James Gib-
son, built Grianan in Kinchurdy Road in 1963 as a 
Scottish base when James was appointed Professor of 
Pathology at Hong Kong University. They retired to Boat 
of Garten in 1983 and Christian has lived there ever 
since. 

Christian’s mother, from Stonehaven, met her father on 
a cranberry picking outing in Ballater, where her father’s 
family lived.  Christian herself was born in Karachi, then 
part of India, as her father was the head of Chartered 
Bank of India, Australia and China.  Sadly, her father died 
3 days before her first birthday from complications fol-
lowing surgery.  

The family went back to her mother’s family home in 
Stonehaven to be near relatives, but when Christian was 
six, the family moved to Edinburgh.  At the age of 13 
Christian started boarding school at St Leonards in Fife, 
where her athletic talents were recognised and encour-
aged; she played hockey, cricket, tennis, fives and la-
crosse, as well as a lot of gym and PE. However, there 
were very few matches as the rather eccentric school 
doctor believed that 
meeting girls from 
other schools would 
cause the pupils to 
pick up infections! 

She wanted to go to 
university to study 
medicine, but her 
mother didn’t support 
this ambition, so in-
stead she attended 
Edinburgh College of 
Domestic Science – 
‘Atholl Crescent’ as it 
was usually known – and studied Household Manage-
ment for a year. 

Along with all single women 
between 20-30 years of age, 
Christian was called up in 
1941, but her mother was 
seriously ill, so she was given 
a postponement for a year.   
In 1942 she joined the 
WRENS but continued to live 
at home, working in the fish-
ing port of Granton, and she 
became very popular with 
the neighbours by sharing 
the free fish she was allowed 
to take home.  Later that 

year, she moved across the Forth to Rosyth where she 
trained as a plotter, following which, in 1944, she was 
posted to Portsmouth to work in the famous Plotting 
Room at the Portsdown Tunnels in Fort Southwick. At 
that stage the country was preparing for invasion and 
Christian and her WRENS and WAAFS colleagues played 
a crucial role in mapping the movement of German air-
craft and shipping and passing the information onto RAF 
pilots. There was such secrecy surrounding the plotters’ 
work that their caps merely stated ‘HMS’.  

Shortly after she arrived on the south coast her brother 
asked a school friend of his who had also been posted to 
Portsmouth to look her up – a young doctor called 
James Gibson. They became good friends and kept in 
touch after Christian returned to Edinburgh at the end of 
the war.  After being demobbed, Christian decided to 
pursue her ambition to study medicine and was a stu-
dent at Edinburgh University for 3 years.  She enjoyed 
her studies and worked hard, whilst also playing a lot of 
tennis and lacrosse. Whenever she had a match in Glas-
gow she met up with James, who was working in the 
Department of Pathology at the university.  

Between 1947 and 1950 Christian was a member of the 
Scottish Ladies Lacrosse Team. These were the days of 
clothes rationing and the President of the Scottish Ladies 
Lacrosse Association, Mrs. Simpson, kept a collection of 
uniforms in her house. Players were measured up and 
provided with supposedly suitable tunics and stockings. 
Christian said her first tunic was so big that it slipped off 
her shoulders and her stockings were so short that they 
hardly covered her knees. She represented Scotland in 
matches against Welsh and Irish teams in 1948 and was 
invited to join a transatlantic lacrosse tour, which re-
grettably clashed with her university exams, so she was 
unable to go. 

After their marriage, James and Christian rented a small 
flat in Glasgow where their son Henry was born, before 
moving to Belfast in 1954 where James was lecturer in 
Pathology at Queen’s University, Belfast.  They spent 9 
happy years in Belfast and Henry enjoyed his boyhood 
there. It was here that Christian started her long associa-
tion with the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme, which 
she resumed when the family later moved to Hong 
Kong.  Before heading east, the family spent a year in 
Cleveland, Ohio, where James spent a sabbatical year as 
visiting Professor at Western Reserve University. 

In 1963, James was appointed to the Chair of Pathology 
at the University of Hong Kong and remained in this post 
until 1983. The plan was for Henry, their son, to start 
boarding at Fettes – James’ school – but he thwarted 
these plans by breaking his hip in a riding fall shortly be-
fore the move to Hong Kong and spent a year with his 
parents prior to starting at Fettes in 1964. 

At that juncture Christian began to help with the Hong 
WRENS at Woodstock, 1945 

(Christian in middle) 

1st Lacrosse XII  Atholl Crescent, 

1941. (Christian front row left) 
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Kong D of E Award.  In particular, she organised the trans-
lation of the handbook into Cantonese and encouraged 
many young people to participate. It was popular with 
schools as Hong Kong had little space for sports. Eventually 
the scheme achieved a higher number of participants than 
Canada or Australia and when Lord Hunt, the then Direc-
tor of D of E, visited, he was impressed to see that the pro-
gramme was as rigorous and demanding in Hong Kong as 
anywhere else. 

Christian’s chief sporting achievement whilst in Hong Kong 
was the introduction of Ladies’ Lacrosse to the colony.  
This is a very different game from the hard hitting, long 
throwing men’s game;  the women’s game was a non-
contact sport, requiring catching and cradling skills!  Alt-
hough she no longer played herself, she coached universi-
ty students, which was a major challenge, as young Chi-
nese had nowhere to play ball games and consequently 
they had developed little co-ordination, certainly couldn’t 
catch a ball and found weaving in and out of cones an im-
possible task! However, some of them persevered and 
Christian was able to form a team which could give visiting 
players a reasonable match.  

When not working with the D of E or coaching the girls, 
Christian enjoyed swimming, tennis and hillwalking.  She 
also played golf occasionally and she usually beat the tiny 
Chinese ladies as she could drive the ball much further 
than they could. 

Christian and James retired to Boat in 1983 and enjoyed 
hillwalking, golf and tennis. Christian and Jean Peck ran 
tennis coaching courses in Boat and they both played for 
the Grantown Mixed Doubles A Team in the Highland 
League. This was quite a commitment as, when they had 

away matches north of  
Inverness, it would take most of 
the day – this was before the 
Kessock Bridge was built. 

Christian continues to take a 
keen interest in the community 
and is still a member of the golf 
club! 

 
GOLF CLUB SIGN! 

Here is an actual sign posted at a golf club in Scotland UK: 
 

1. BACK STRAIGHT, KNEES BENT, FEET SHOULDER WIDTH 
APART.  

2. FORM A LOOSE GRIP.  
3. KEEP YOUR HEAD DOWN! 5. STAY OUT OF THE WATER. 6. TRY 

NOT TO HIT ANYONE.  
IF YOU ARE TAKING TOO LONG, LET OTHERS GO AHEAD OF YOU  

8. DON'T STAND DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF OTHERS.  
9. QUIET PLEASE...WHILE OTHERS ARE PREPARING.  

10. DON'T TAKE EXTRA STROKES. 
WELL DONE. NOW, FLUSH THE URINAL, GO OUTSIDE, AND TEE 

OFF! 

 

YOUTH CLUB 
By Emma MacDonald 
 
Boat Youth Club started up again in January, on a trial ba-
sis. Initially, we are running for ten weeks to see what de-
mand is like for the group. Twenty members came along 
on our first night, and our lowest figure so far was twelve - 
so it's looking good so far!   We are hoping that each week 
will have a focus point, from sports tournaments, to film 
nights, to trips away.  
 
We had our first 
trip, as a newly 
formed group, to 
Glenmore Lodge on 
Friday 22 February. 
Seventeen mem-
bers donned their 
climbing shoes and 
harnesses and took 
to the climbing 
walls - and going by 
the pictures, it looks 
like there are a few 
budding monkeys in 
the group! The night entailed  one hour of climbing,  

followed by an hour of 
swimming.  Good fun 
was had by all. Thanks 
to Charlie Speedie for 
obtaining a minibus at 
a minute's notice, to 
Sam Faircliff, Tracey 
McInnes and Gemma 
Gordon for their 
supervisory and  
photographic skills, 

and to Kevin Maule and Andy Moles for their help and pa-
tience in training everyone how to climb. What a success. 
Now, what's next? 
 
Youth Club meets every Friday night, 7pm-8:30pm, at Boat 
of Garten Community Hall. Youths aged 9 and upwards are 
welcome to come along.  
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 Alban Tree Care & Consultancy 

Graduate tree specialists 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

All aspects of Tree surgery 

Consultancy from tree surveys to woodland 

management  

Mobile Sawmilling 

Firewood - Hard/softwood or mixed loads, 

split or logs 

Wood chip for garden use 

Wood splitter hire 

For a free quote or information please call us 

or visit our website: 

    01479 821659 or 07595 300026  

M & B Stores 

Why not visit M&B’s? 

You’ll get a welcome here. 

We’re open 7 days a week 

With all your household fare. 

                         Papers in the morning, all bakery products too, 

And many, many other foods for you to buy or view. 

So pop in when you are in the Boat or even passing 

through,  

We’ll do our best to please you 

And keep us here for you. 

 

Proprietors:  Brian & Margaret Thomson  

 

01479 831225 

 

 

 

Groceries Bread & Cakes 

Toys 

Bike Hire 

Newspapers 

Souvenirs 

Wines & Spirits 
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ILLUSTRATED TALKS IN THE COMMUNITY HALL  

This winter’s series of Illustrated Talks re-commenced on 
11th February when Chris Carter gave a talk entitled 
‘Sicilian Volcanoes Hike: Adventures on Some of Europe’s 
Most Active Volcanoes’.  This gave an account of a hiking 
expedition in 2011 to Sicily and the nearby Aeolian Islands, 
to climb Mount Etna (10,922 feet), Stromboli (3034 feet) 
and Vulcano (1634 feet).  Of these, Mount Etna is the  
highest volcano in Europe.  It had 16 major eruptions in 
2011 alone, one of which was on the day when Chris’s  
party was only a few 
hundred feet short of 
the summit. The erup-
tion was  
accompanied by a  
violent thunderstorm, 
so a very hasty and   
unnerving  descent 
was required!  This 
was not quite the  
intended plan for the 
day, and a little too  
exciting for comfort!  Stromboli had its last major eruption 
in 2009, but it has been constantly active over the last 
2,000 years, throwing ‘bombs’ of lava into the air; so much 
so that it has been nicknamed ‘The Lighthouse of the  
Mediterranean’ because its activity can be seen by passing 
ships nearly every night.  The exceptions are when the 
cloud is down, as was the case when Chris’s party arrived 
at the summit crater.  All they saw was the occasional or-
ange glow in the mist………a big disappointment.  Vulcano 
is the least active of the three, its last major eruption be-
ing from 1888 to 1890, but there are numerous vents in 
the walls of the crater from which foul-smelling  
sulphurous steam emits.  It was possible to go right down 
to the floor of the inner crater to see the pure sulphur  
deposits among the rocks, and then to climb to the  
summit to see the stunning views over the Aeolian Islands.  
The Romans named it Vulcano after a particularly violent 
eruption in the 1st century BC.  They thought it was the 
chimney of the god Vulcan’s workshop, and that the earth-
quakes which accompanied the eruption were vibrations 
from the hammering, as Vulcan made weapons for the 
war god Mars.  This mountain’s claim to fame, therefore, 
is no longer its volcanic activity, but is instead for the fact 
that its name, slightly differently spelt, has been adopted 

worldwide for mountains 
that erupt lava and ash.  

On 25th February the  
series of talks continued 
when Will Boyd-Wallis 
spoke to the title: ‘Seven 
Weeks in a Tent: A Mod-
ern-day Icelandic Saga’.  
This told the story of a 

seven week trek that Will, his wife Becks, and their two 
young children, Hebe and Jack, made across some of the 

most remote and spectacular parts of western Iceland in 
2011.  Having read several books on Iceland, and having 
taken local advice on arrival, they determined the routes 
they would follow, carrying everything with them, and us-
ing one 4-person tent for accommodation every night.  
Starting on the western Snaefellness  
Peninsula, they soon became aware of how sparsely  
populated much of Iceland is, and how difficult it was at 
times to find adequate supplies of fresh water, because 
the volcanic soils drain so quickly.  Throughout their trek 
they were largely un-supported, relying on what they 
could carry with them or occasionally picking-up supplies 
they had sent ahead.  Only on a few occasions did they 
come into contact with other people, mostly on remote 
farms or in the few small coastal fishing villages.  After 
leaving Snaefellness, they travelled by bus to a remote 
peninsula in the north-west of the island and undertook 
two long treks in this area, enjoying magnificent coastal 
scenery, strange volcanic landscapes, with thermal pools 
and lava tunnels, and a climb over a mountain pass.  On 
the few encounters they had with local people, they  
experienced great friendliness and even a sense of  
bewilderment as to why a family from Scotland would 
wish to trek in such remote and rather inhospitable  
territory.  For Will and his family, however, the whole  
expedition proved a wonderfully inspirational and  
enriching experience, and this was superbly conveyed to 
the audience at the talk through an amazing set of slides 
and short video clips. 

Attendance at each of the two talks, since the winter  
programme re-started, has been well over a hundred, 
which hopefully shows both their continuing popularity 
and their firm place in the local social calendar.  There is 
one remaining talk in the current programme.  This is on 
Monday 11th March, when David ‘Heavy’ Whalley, of the 
RAF Mountain Rescue Team, will give a talk entitled: ‘A 
Heavy Affair with the Mountains: Experiences of 40 Years 
in World-wide Mountain Rescue’.  All are welcome to 
attend. 

 
Organiser for Winter Talks 
By Chris Carter 
 
You may be aware that I have said I am standing down 
from organising the talks once the present series is fin-
ished. Eleven years seems a reasonable term of ‘office’, 
but I shall be happy to help and advise whoever takes it 
on, and to give the occasional talk myself, if asked!  It has 
been a great pleasure and privilege to be involved, and 
very satisfying to see the talks become established as one 
of the highlights of the local social calendar, as well as rais-
ing money, initially towards the cost of building the new 
Community Hall, and latterly towards helping to meet its 
running costs.   If anyone is interested in organising, or 
helping to organise, the talks for future years, please let 
either me, or Lorraine MacPherson know 
(lormac18@gmail.com) 

mailto:lormac18@gmail.com
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I ALWAYS WANTED TO BE A SCULPTOR 
By Tom Mackie 
 
When I was 4 years old I was given a packet of  
Plasticine for Christmas and that’s where it all start-
ed.  Making my own toy soldiers!   The next year when I 
started school there was more Plasticine and I thought this 
was great!  Then they spoiled it with lessons, I didn’t like 
that! 
High school ended when I was 15.  I wanted a job where I 
could work with clay so that I could continue sculpting, so I 
worked for Buchan’s of Portobello.  I served an  
apprenticeship as a master mould maker and then I was 
able to make moulds from my Plasticine models!  I also 
spent time at Stoke Polytechnic. 
I moved to Aviemore and worked at Castlewynd  
Studios  Rothiemurchus for a few years then decided to 
concentrate full time on my career as a freelance sculp-
tor.  I love all design work but mainly the wildlife and  
especially the Red Deer. 
For a sculptor in my field of work, the ultimate is to have 
your work cast in Bronze. Fortunately there’s a Fine Art 
Bronze foundry at Nairn and I was able to see the whole 
casting procedure. 
I have sculpted work ranging from a one inch “Cross” to a 
Golden Eagle with a 12 foot wing span and a life size wild 
Boar for an ARRC army regiment in Germany .  Many  
requests are for owners’ dogs and other domestic  
animals. 
Simply put, the procedure for casting most fine art sculp-
tures in Bronze is the same  i.e. the lost wax method.  A 
mould would be made from a (plasticine/wax) sculpture , 
either using rubber or plaster.  From that, a wax copy 
would be cast.   The wax replica would then be covered in 
plaster (called “investing”). The plaster with the wax inside 
is then fired in a kiln so that the wax melts and runs out 
and leaves a cavity with the impression of the  
sculpture.   Next, this plaster mould is set in a sand pit to 
support it and liquid bronze is poured into the mould. 
 It usually takes 24 hours to cool before the plaster can be 
chipped off and the bronze cast is then put in an acid bath 
to clean off the carbon left by the plaster.  It is then 
cleaned and polished and patinated with colour.  Finally 
it’s given a wax polish to protect the surface. 
My biggest  
challenge to 
date, was 
the Golden  
Eagle.  From 
sculpting a small 
maquette of 
about 12” to  
enlarging it to 
bigger than life 
size with a 12ft 
wing span, I had to sculpt it in sections for the foundry to 
cast. Then they welded the sections together. 

The finished Eagle was secured into a natural rock which is 
situated about 2,500 feet up on a hill overlooking the 
Glendoe Dam. 
So from playing with Plasticine as a small boy I’ve achieved 
my ambition! 
www.tommackiefineartbronze.co.uk 
 
 
COMMUNITY HALL UPDATE 
By Lorraine MacPherson 
 
Community Hall Directors are delighted keep the hall rent-
al charges static for another financial year 1/4/13 – 
31/3/14 despite recent price increases for electricity 
  
The annual Hall Auction Sale will be held on 24th August 
this year. 
  
On 12th April, we welcome Britain’s Got Talent 2011 win-
ner and Scottish recording artist Jai McDowall to Boat of 
Garten for “An evening up close and personal with Jai 
McDowall”. A limited number of VIP tickets are available 
which will guarantee you front row seats plus a chance to 
meet backstage with Jai before the show begins.  These 
and other tickets on sale in local shops and 
from www.ticketmaster.co.uk. The picture shows Jai with 
BGT hosts Ant & Dec. 
  
It’s not too late to join in with activities at the hall – these 
groups are always looking for new members. Badminton is 
played intermittently on a Monday evening (when there 
are no talks on) between 7 and 9, Tuesday’s Lunch Club at 
12.30pm and Stewart Potter’s Art class at 7pm are both 
popular and there’s always Bowling on a Wednesday 
evening. Thursdays can be quite dramatic with Virtually 
Famous and Showboaters and Fridays definitely have a 
younger feel with the Wee Bogees in the morning, Zumba 
at 10am and Youth Group in the evening. A full list of hall 
user groups and contact details can be found on the web-
site boatofgarten.com/hall. Go on, give it a try! 
  
The hall is no different from any other voluntary group in 
Strathspey – we’re always looking to expand our band of 
members! In particular we’re looking for someone to coor-
dinate (with help) next year’s Winter Talks and someone 
willing to keep an eye on the plant room so if you’re inter-
ested in either of these tasks, please let us know. 
  
If you’re new to the village and want to find out what’s 
going on and where, why not join up (it’s free!) and we’ll 
keep you informed of events, etc. Pick up a membership 
form from the hall foyer or from any of the hall directors 
and join in. 
 
 

Sign in a London department store: 
BARGAIN BASEMENT UPSTAIRS  

http://www.tommackiefineartbronze.co.uk
http://www.ticketmaster.co.uk/
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Join the Company!  What Company?   
Boat of Garten Community Company! 

The Boat of Garten Community 
Company acts as a legal  
umbrella for a number of  
community groups and as a 
vehicle to undertake village 
projects.  The Company also 
maintains the village website, 
which is the first encounter 
most visitors have with Boat of 
Garten. 

Member Groups include Yoofie, Virtually Famous, the 
Community Garden and TOMS (The Osprey Music  
Society), all of which come under the umbrella and  
therefore don’t have to worry about constitutions, bank 
accounts or insurance – the board of directors looks after 
all that.  In addition, the Company supports these groups 
in terms of providing resources – for example, we have 
provided sports, games and musical equipment for the 
Youth Club, and recently provided finance to the  
Community Garden to remove some unsafe trees.  

Projects that have used the Company as a vehicle include 
the creation of the Community Garden, the Gateway into 
the village, the various Festivals which have been staged 
across the years, the appointment of the Woodlands Rang-
er and the major Heritage project that’s currently trans-
forming Station Square.  The range of festivals is  
considerable – including Winter & Summer Festivals, a 
Book Festival, Rock the Boat and, of course, the Osprey 
Festival which will take place on 25th May this year.   
Village leaflets, Walks maps and the Village Welcome 
Signs are all areas of work that have been managed and 
resourced via the Company. 

The Community Company works together with the  
Community Hall, and in particular provided £6,000 to-
wards the build of the hall and a further £2,500 more re-
cently towards the cost of the car park.  We are also linked 
up to the activities and work of the Community Council. 

The Company always welcomes new members, so if you 
have a house or a business in the village, please think 
about supporting the work of the Company by becoming a 
member. Membership application forms are included in 
this edition—and it’s free! 

And……. if you have a Project that you’d like to take on, 
then come along to one of the meetings and find out how 
you can drive 
the bus to 
your destina-
tion!  

 

 

 

Our next meeting will take place on Wednesday 10th April, 
at 19.30 in the Community Hall.  In the meantime, if 
you’d like more information on what the Company does 
and how it operates, just get in touch with any of the Di-
rectors – Anna Barton, Sam Faircliff, Gill Harris, Helen Ged-
des, Adam Gordon, Jackie Wilson or by emailing in-
fo@boatofgarten.com. 

Boat of Garten Community Company is a  
Charitable Company Limited by Guarantee  

Registered in Scotland No: 224956 - Scottish Charity No: 
SC032531      

Website: www.boatofgarten.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/boatofgarten   

Twitter: www.twitter.com/boatofgarten 

 

CHURCH MATTERS 
By Sheila Wallace 
 
They say that a camel is a horse designed by a com-
mittee…..not very flattering to the work of committees 
which can seem - at first glance - to be every-so-slightly on 
the boring side.  
It has to be said that the Church of Scotland has its fair 
share of committees which work hard throughout the year 
to do a lot of practical work in order to bring about chang-
es and improvements in all sorts of areas in Scotland and 
further afield. 
One such committee is known as the Church & Society 
Council and it involves itself (amongst other things) with 
politics and social issues. One campaign it’s involved with 
at the moment is the problem of hunger and starvation in 
a world where there is actually no shortage of food. 
There’s enough nosh to go round if only…… 
~ we would grow and distribute it more fairly 
~ we would stop forcing poor farmers off their land 
~ we gave more help so that poorer folks could grow food 
for themselves 
~ big companies would be honest and open about how 
they run their businesses  
(I sometimes wonder why farming land in poor countries is 
used to grow baby sweet-corn which is then flown over to 
Britain for me to eat, when those farmers have scarcely 
enough to feed their own families). 
In church at the moment we’re going through the time of 
Lent as we head towards Easter, and this helps us to re-
member how Jesus managed to survive and stay strong 
when he went out into the desert, with nothing to eat for 
40 days.    
To show some different ways of approaching Lent, I took 
along 2 “friends” with me to church one Sunday. (Well, 
actually 2 cardboard heads, each stuck on a wooden 
spoon). 
One was called TOM because he Takes On More during 
Lent and the other one was called GUS because he Gives 
Up Something. 
Whether we’re a Tom, and take on more, perhaps by way 

http://www.boatofgarten.com/
http://www.facebook.com/boatofgarten
http://www.twitter.com/boatofgarten
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of helping others, or whether we’re like Gus and give 
something up, Lent allows us to reflect on what the im-
portant things in life are; and it helps us too, to find our 
own ways of staying strong through our faith.   
Every blessing at Easter and always, 
Sheila 
 
EASTER SERVICES 
 

Good Friday 29th March: Boat of Garten Church  
Short Service of Meditation       7.30pm 
Easter Sunday 31st March:  
Lochside service by Loch Garten   8am 
Easter Sunday 31st March: Boat of Garten Church   
Service of Holy Communion    10am 
 

 
RECORD DEAL SUCCESS 
 
Ben Woolsey, 18 years old, 
from Boat of Garten has 
been keen on a career in 
the music industry for 
most of his life.  
At 11 years old, along with 
friends at Deshar school he formed the band "Seconds to 
insanity", which became "Disengaged", and played gigs at 
Boat of Garten,  Carrbridge, Aviemore, Grantown and In-
verness. Around 2 years ago, due to other interests of 
band members, "Disengaged" parted company.   This al-
lowed Ben to pursue other musical interests, and he now 
writes and produces electronic music.  
Ben started about 14 months ago editing and re-mixing 
well known tracks from other artists, which have since 
been played by DJ's in the UK and USA.  He is now  
producing original tracks, one of which, "The Saw", has 
been picked up by the record label "Dirt Lies and Audio", 
who describe "The Saw" as "A smooth progression of  
Electro and House vibes... A Sure Hit" 
"The Saw" is being released on March 17th, available to 
buy from www.beatport.com or iTunes and other down-
load stores.  All of Ben's music (including 'The Saw') can be 
found on www.soundcloud.com or www.youtube.com.  
 
Music industry blogger David Schlais, of bee-note.com, 
wrote on 25th February: 
 
Ben Woolsey is a producer I have had my eye on for a long 
time.  I have played out some of his moombah edits in the 
past and his production is always on point.  We spoke a 
few months back about whether we could expect any 
more moombah out of him, to which the answer was “not 
working on any at the moment, but lots of new material 
on the way.”  This week we get a sick trap tune out of him, 
which I will of course be playing out.  Turn it up and enjoy 
a glitchy vocal line over a perfect lead line to get the floor 
moving. 
THANK YOU CHRIS CARTER! 

Although Chris Carter is retiring as organiser of the Hall’s 
popular Winter Illustrated Talks this year, it may not be 
the last you hear of him! There’s a rumour that he may 
still have “a couple of talks in him” which we are hoping 
he will give next winter.  

The Talks (as they have become fondly known) first began 
in the old village hall as a fundraiser for the new building, 
and over the last decade have attracted large audiences to 
their varied and interesting programme while, at the same 
time, raising a significant amount of money for the hall: 
firstly to help with the new build and more recently to 
help subsidise the running costs of the hall for local 
groups. 

Over nine years ago, we started with “A Walk in the Grand 
Canyon” by Chris himself and since then we have been 
transported all over the world, uphill and down dale with 
various speakers. We’ve covered Rothiemurchus to The 
Rockies; Culloden to China and Patagonia to Peru. We’ve 
walked, climbed, ran, hitch-hiked, camped, skied and 
sailed with the best of them. Throughout all this, Chris has 
been the linchpin; cajoling and contacting speakers, wel-
coming them to the hall; offering training in the use of the 
projector/laptop, establishing a large database of 
attendees, arranging rotas and volunteers and introducing 
each talk/speaker.  He has designed and distributed nu-
merous posters and flyers, shopped for wine supplies, re-
searched projectors, screens and heaven knows what else 
– all with a willing smile. 

So, on behalf of the hall and everyone who has enjoyed 
1, 2 or even 42 talks, a HUGE THANK YOU to Chris for all 
his hard work and to Ann who has supported him along 
the way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign in an office: 
TOILET OUT OF ORDER....... PLEASE 

USE FLOOR BELOW 

Ladies Who Golf—the Winter Months  

Eating Gillian’s cakes at Moorfield (no, not Muirfield)!  
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JOHN CAMERON 

Landscaping and Ground Works 

 Landscaping 

 Foundations 

 Driveways 

 Cable Tracks 

 Pipework for Drains etc. 

 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

TELEPHONE:  

07834 733871 



BOG STANDARD— Spring 2013 

13 

A DECADE OF SHOWBOATING 
By Ann Napier 

2012 marked the 10th anniversary of the Showboaters Drama Group – how time flies when you’re having fun!   
Our home for the first 5 years was the Old Hall, with its own charm and limitations!  We did 17 productions there, and 
were sad to leave it, but quickly appreciated the pleasure of performing for you in the lovely New Hall, where we’ve 
done a further 16 productions – 33 productions in total – we could hardly believe it when we listed them all!  
Some of you who are reading this will have come to every one of them, and others to a significant number – so we 
thought you might like to see the list, with some photos to take you down memory lane. 
At the end of our first decade we would like to thank everyone who has supported the Showboaters, and most  
especially our audiences whose appreciation of our efforts makes it all so enjoyable. 

2002 

May Victorian Extravaganza 

Nov Evening of Victorian Soaps 

2003 

May Midsummer Mink 

June Grease Re-visited 

Nov Fat Sams Speakeasy 

2004 

Jan Burns Night 

April Village Hall Affair:  Last Tango in 
 Wester Bogle (no photo) 

Oct Ghosts of the Cairngorms 

Dec Cinders 

2005 

May Tomb With a View 

Dec Robin Hood the Panto 
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2006 

March       Unoriginal Sin 

March        Ghost Writer 
 

April Farndale Ladies 

         Dec       Snow White 

2007 

Mar Bolt From the Blue  

June Carry on Showboating  

Oct Take 5:  Goodbye Big Boy:  Harry 
 Rings Lord of the Potters:  Four 
 Play:  Coming up Roses:  A Jolly 
 Sinister Jape 

Dec Cinderella (no photo) 

2008 

June Camel Night 
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2008 cont. 

Aug Misery 

Oct The  Steamie 

Nov Greased Lightning 
 (Young Showboaters) 

Dec Scrooge 

2009 

July Trivial Pursuits 
 (no photo) 

Dec Wizard of BOG  

2010 

June Curse of the Willoughby  
 Diamond (Murder Mystery) 

Oct Secret Diary of Adrian Mole 

Dec Christmas Carry On    
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2011 

Sept  Allo Allo 

Dec Aladdin 

2012 

June Where  There’s a Will 

Nov Showboaters Go Wild West 
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Proud to support Showboaters—here’s to the next 10 years 

VIRTUALLY FAMOUS 
By Emma MacDonald 
 
The Virtually Famous Crew has gone through 
quite a few changes this year already. We now 
have four keen new primary school members 
who have been strutting their stuff and show-
ing off their abilities in learning words, songs 
and dances. The whole crew has focused on 
workshops this year, learning skills such as 
voice projection, stage whispering, performing 
for the audience and not the back of the stage, 
and perfecting stage presence. We are hoping 
to have a showcase for family and friends very 
soon, to show off some of the pieces we've 
been working on - including a few Disney 
sketches, intricate dance routines, and some 
big group numbers.  
 
WEE BOGEES 
 
It was a great festive season for the Wee  
Bogees babies and toddlers group. The  
celebrations started with an early visit from 
Santa, two angels and Mary Christmas, all who 
helped us sing, dance  and have lots of fun at 
our Christmas party.  Next was a visit to Eden 
court theatre and a magical play where we 
helped a little blue penguin find his way home 
in a winter wonderland. Just before Santa and 
his reindeer started their Christmas deliveries 
we visited them at Glenmore where we all 
spoke to Santa and saw the reindeers being 
fed.  
Now into 2013 we have already had our first 
monthly visit from the care and learning alli-
ance who bring toys, crafts and dressing up as 
well as hosting song time. We have also had a 
successful toy sale at the Inverness Aquadome 
car boot sale, coming home with a whole box 
of new toys with the proceeds. There are lots 
of adventures being planned for spring 2013. 
Indoor, outdoor, crafts and wild animals! Of 
course we always welcome new toddlers and 
babies so please join us every Friday 10am to 
midday. 
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CONSTRUCTION SKILLS PROJECT 
 
The Cairngorms Construction Skills Project is a terrific pilot 
project which is starting to deliver results for young  
people in the Park. 
We aim to help 16-
24 year olds gain 
skills to access long 
term and satisfying 
careers in the local 
area. This also 
helps the commu-
nity reach out to 
these youngsters 
and  
supports local  
businesses who want to trial trainees before committing 
to longer  
apprenticeships. 
This exciting project has evolved over the last two years, 
and an increased number of businesses getting involved 
by supporting and improving the project. We’re keen to 
find out more about the community perception for youth 
employment support, so we’re really pushing this online 
survey. 
Very shortly we’ll be inviting applications for places on our 
2013/14 so if anyone knows a young person who is in 
need of some direction and some skills please point them 
in our direction. People can look at our facebook page for 
more details. 
 The project brings together a range of different partners 
including the Cairngorms National Park Authority, LEADER, 
Scottish Government, The Highland Council, Inverness  
College, Cairn Housing Association, HSCHT and the Henry 
Smith Charity. 
 Using a model of education, practical work placements 
and personal support, we take up to 14 trainees each 
year. They spend three days a week at Inverness College 
and the remaining two days on work experience. We pay 
for their expenses, travel and equipment giving them a 
great chance to make the most of their opportunity. 
 The project is now in its third year and continues to  

provide much needed opportunities for young people in 
the National Park. Many former trainees have gone onto 
full time employment and further training. 
 The project is supported and operated by the Highland 
Small Communities Housing Trust (HSCHT). The Trust 
works with rural communities across the highlands to as-
sess and deliver housing and community needs. 
 Giving his backing to the project last year, the Convener 
of the Cairngorms National Park Authority David Green 
said:  
“Making the Cairngorms National Park a viable, attractive 
place for young people to live, work and enjoy is an on-
going priority for everyone involved in the future develop-
ment of the Park.  The Cairngorms Construction Training 
Project is making a significant contribution to this, having 
helped to enhance employment opportunities for those 
taking part; providing high quality, recognised training 
over the last two years; and improving the overall environ-
ment of the Cairngorms National Park on the projects they 
have worked on.” 
  
CAIRNGORMS SURVEY 
 
The Cairngorms Construction Skills Project survey is for 
everyone in the community of the Cairngorms National 
Park area. We’re exploring the demand for youth  
employment support in the area. We’d like to hear your 
point of view of anyone regardless of age or circumstance. 
 
Who      –  Anyone in the Cairngorms National Park 
What     –  A 5 minute survey 
Why       –  To learn about demand for youth  
  employment support 
Where –  Online at  
http://hscht.polldaddy.com/s/youth-skills-employment-in-
cairngorms  
 
The survey is short – just five minutes – and covers what 
you think of the opportunities here in our local  
community. We’d love to hear your point of view. We’ll 
use this information to determine what support our pro-
ject offers in the community in the coming years. The pro-
ject is funded by the Cairngorms National Park Authority, 
the Scottish Government Wider Role fund, the Henry 
Smith Charity, Leader and the Highlands Small Community 
Housing Trust. 
More information - Facebook - Cairngorms Construction 
Skills Project 
 
DEAF SERVICES 
 
For people with hearing aids, did you know that you can 
have help with your hearing aid at the Glen Centre in  
Aviemore ? 
  
The DEAF SERVICES & HEARING SUPPORT TEAM  has a " 
DROP IN” CENTRE at the Glen Centre in Aviemore which 

is open on the last Monday of every month  

THE FRIENDS OF IAN 
CHARLES HOSPITAL 

 
INVITE YOU TO THEIR 

ANNUAL FUND RAISING 
COFFEE MORNING 
6TH APRIL 2013 

10.30 to 12 NOON 
 

AT THE  ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
GRANTOWN - ON - SPEY 

 
STALLS AND RAFFLE 

ALL WELCOME 

http://hscht.polldaddy.com/s/youth-skills-employment-in-cairngorms
http://hscht.polldaddy.com/s/youth-skills-employment-in-cairngorms
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Cairngorms-Construction-Skills-Project/367799506642631
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Cairngorms-Construction-Skills-Project/367799506642631
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WALK:  ANAGACH WOODS – CROMDALE BRIDGE and 
RIVER CIRCUIT       DISTANCE  7 Miles 
By Anne Goodall 

A varied walk, best on a dry day as the first part of the 
river section is quite exposed. Listen out for wood-
peckers in Anagach woods and enjoy watching oyster 
catchers by the River Spey. 

Start from the small car park at Anagach woods beside  
Grantown golf course. To begin with, the route follows the 
Speyside Way, so follow the thistle signs through the 
woods. (Don’t get distracted by the colour coded posts for  
other Anagach walks).  

This track eventually leaves the woods through a gate and 
opens out with lovely views of the Cromdale hills.   
Continue a bit further along the Speyside Way until you 
are within sight of Cromdale bridge. 

[At this point it is well worth taking a slight detour by 
crossing the bridge and visiting the historic church on the 
other side. There is a plaque on the external wall  
commemorating the Battle of Cromdale in 1690 which 
ended the first Jacobite war in the highlands, destroying 
any hope of King James regaining the throne from his 
daughter Mary and her husband William of Orange.  
Government troops killed approximately 400 men and 
captured a further 100. 

Return across the bridge to resume your walk.]  

Now take the track through the green farm gate across a 
burn and walk along the side of the Spey. Soon after pass-
ing a fishing hut the track goes 
through an avenue of pines. 
There are some nice picnic 
spots on the river bank here. 
The track narrows to a path 
and climbs steeply to a gate 
beside a house with a dutch 
barn roof. (NB There may be 
sheep or goats roaming freely 
around the house.) 

The track now heads back into Anagach. When you reach 
a house on your left with outbuildings, there is a track on 
your right which goes past a log barrier. This undulating 
track will lead back to your starting point. 

 

NATIONAL LOTTERY AWARD FOR BOAT OF GARTEN 
By Alison Fielding 
 
The Community Council is delighted to announce that a 
grant of £9080 has been given to Boat of Garten under the 
National Lottery Awards for All scheme which is enabling 
us to purchase new equipment for the Play Park, adjacent 
to the Community Hall. The project is supported by High-
land Council Play Park Department who have provided the 
expert advice and are taking financial and practical  
responsibility for the installation of it all.  

The aim is to improve the facility for a wider 
age range of children, thereby encouraging 
more outdoor play. The new equipment  
 includes an Inclusive Springy Springer, a 

Small See-saw, a Hide and 
Seek Toddler Unit, Hand 
over Hand Monkey Bars and a Large Dish 
Roundabout.   
Some of the existing equipment will be 
re-sited in order to provide a safer area 
for toddlers at one end with facilities for 

older children at the other. In addition a play park friendly, 
heavy duty picnic table has just been delivered to the site. 
Wee Boggies Play Group and Deshar PTA, together with 
the Community Council, plan to hold an Opening  
Ceremony on Saturday 20th April at 11am which we hope 
will be supported by many village families and friends. 
There will be additional activities and refreshments on the 
morning. Watch out for further poster  information nearer 
the date. 
 
 
SHORTBREAD (Mina Johnson’s Recipe) 
 
8oz [250gms] best butter 
4oz [100gm] caster sugar 
1oz [25gm] farola or rice flour 
9oz [290g] plain flour 
pinch salt 
Oven temperature     120oC /265oF 
 
METHOD 
 
1] Sieve flour,salt and farola 
2] Place all ingredients in a food mixer. Mix until ingredi-
ents have formed a ball of mixture. 
3] If you do not have a food mixer,mix all dry ingredients 
together,place them on your mixing board. Knead dry in-
gredients into the butter,a little at a time. 
4] Mixture should be a firm,biscuit dough,with no sign of 
cracking. 
5] If not quite firm enough knead in a little more flour. 
6] Knead thoroughly 
7] Roll out into biscuits about 1cm in thickness or place 
into a baking tray and press down well. 
8] Bake slowly,at 120oC, for 30-40 minutes. Turn up heat 
to 140oC until firm and coloured 
9} Dredge liberally with caster sugar and cool on a cooling 
tray. 
10] If baking in a tray cut whilst hot with a warm knife. 

 

Spotted in a safari park: 
 

ELEPHANTS PLEASE STAY IN YOUR 
CAR  
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LAND MANAGEMENT SUPPORT 
Extract from CNPA Newsletter 
 
The CNPA has appointed a new land management support 
advisor. Bruce McConachie will be developing and co-
ordinating a new programme of advice and support for 
farmers and land managers across the area.Farmers and 
land managers look after around 4,500 sq km of the Cairn-
gorms National Park and are key partners in helping to 
look after and enhance this special place. Part of Bruce's 
job will be to encourage people to take part in the Scot-
land Rural Development Programme, which will help de-
liver some of the aims outlined in the National Park Part-
nership Plan, as well as help boost farming and land man-
agement enterprises. 
"Coming from a farming background I know the challeng-
es involved because I have experienced them first hand", 
Bruce said. 
He added: "I am very aware of the benefits that responsi-
ble management of the environment can bring to farming 
or other land management businesses. These benefits 
support the wildlife and landscapes that people come 
here to enjoy, improve soil quality, cut costs and make 
farming more productive. 
"I think farmers and land managers are the most im-
portant people in the Park when it comes to shaping and 
enhancing the natural environment and with that in mind 
I want to make sure that environmental projects are cre-
ated and implemented in a way which supports rural busi-
nesses." 
Bruce will also be helping to identify coures of funding for 
projects and will be on hand to help farmers and land 
managers through the application process. 
You can email Bruce 
on brucemcconachie@cairngorms.co.uk 
 
 
SWRI NEWS 
By Britt Taylor 
 
Our New Year started off with an excellent meal at  
the Coylumbridge hotel.  As the meal was after, rather 
than before, Christmas there were fewer of us than usual 
but it did allow us to use a smaller and more cosy room.  
Christmas lunch this year will be on 5th of December and 
we are hoping for a good turnout of members. 
At our first meeting of the season Audrey Martin gave a 
very welcome talk about a warm and unwinter-like 
Queensland, with colourful pictures of landscapes, ani-
mals and people. Competition winners were Shirley Paul 
for an article in black and white and Caroline Wilson for 
four Gypsy Creams.  Caroline will now go on to the next 
heat in Inverness in June. Tea was served by Caroline. 
In February Judy Carey updated us with news about the 
Community Car Scheme. She explained how they are try-
ing to get people out and about and having fun and 
meeting other folk (see dates for Music Events on page 

23), not just taking a trip to the doctor or the dentist. She 
went on to say that they are very excited about getting a 
new mini bus. Competition winners were Audrey Martin 
for a toy car, and Caroline Wilson for a poster for the Car 
Scheme. Tea was served by Gisela Simpson. 
Dates/events for your Dairy: 
Brenda McCann is organising classes in Felting and Pa-
percraft; anyone interested should contact her. 
The H & H Conference will take place in Elgin Town Hall on 
11th and 12th September 2013. The list of competitions is 
now out, for details see the recent “Scottish Home and 
Country”. Stewards are required for the Exhibition on 
10th and 11th September should anyone wish to volun-
teer. 
Volunteer stewards are also required for Gardening Scot-
land 31st May -2nd June and the Highland Show 20th-
23rd June. 
Finally a little bit of history, I have had a quick look in our 
earliest minute book, and on Thursday 17th November 
1938 a meeting was held in the Anteroom of the Public 
Hall, to form a Womens Rural Institue in Boat of Garten.  
Office bearers were – President: Mrs D C MacIntosh, Vice 
President: Miss Sangster, Secretary: Miss Mackinnon, 
Treasurer: Mrs Levy, Entertainment Sub Committee: Mrs I 
Campbell, Miss Farquharson and Mrs M MacGillivary. 
Competitions Sub Committee:  Mrs I Clark, Miss Milton 
and Mrs I MacKenzie. 
Does anybody recognise the names or are you a former 
member? We will be celebrating our first 75 years in No-
vember and suggestions of how we should commemorate 
it would be most welcome. 
 
SOME OLD PHOTOS OF BOAT 

 
 

Milton Loch 

Old Wooden Bridge 

mailto:brucemcconachie@cairngorms.co.uk
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DOG POO NIGHTMARE 
By Alison Fielding, Community Council 
 

A number of complaints have been  
received this month, both from respon-
sible dog owners and non- dog owners, 
about the amount of dog poo littering 
particular areas of the village. The 
worst affected areas are the Playing 
Field (37 heaps counted here on 
26.02.13), Milton Loch woodland walk, 
the Fairy Hill path and  Kinchurdy Road.  
 
Please make 

sure you clean 
up after your 

dog! 
 

All these areas and more are popular 
with dog walkers. The dreadful amount 
of dog mess on the playing field is of 
particular concern because of the area 
being used frequently by children who 
are more susceptible to the very dam-
aging bacteria caused by contact with 
dog poo. There really is no excuse for 
not picking up after one’s dog. There is 
a dog poo bin for disposal situated at 
the corner of the playing field and 
community hall car park which is emp-
tied regularly by the council, and an-
other at the Curling Pond entrance to 
the woodland.  Highland Council is be-
ing asked to provide additional dog 
poo bins at the top end of Kinchurdy 
Road and near the entrance to Milton 
Loch Woodland.  
Please let’s all be sensible and consid-
erate to others and help to keep our 
village and its environment clean. 
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BOAT OF GARTEN CHURCH GUILD 
By Mina Johnson 
 
While we are aware that 2013 is well on its way it is good 
to be reminded that the Church of Scotland Guild has 
been in existence since 1887, during which time members 
have continued to dedicate their lives to the Lord Jesus 
Christ through Worship, Fellowship and Service. The Guild 
belief is that faith proves itself in action. 
 
Early in December, Guild members were warmly enter-
tained by those in the SWRI at an afternoon party with a 
distinctive Canadian flavour. Because of inclement weath-
er the programme for the January meeting had to be set 
aside for another time. In February, however, we were 
privileged to have as our speaker Mr Peter Roger, who is 
very much involved in the running of the Lodging House 
Mission-- LHM Glasgow.  The Centre, established in 1909, 
provides a warm, safe, caring and welcoming environment 
for all who attend.  Whilst much emphasis is placed on the 
provision of nourishing food, there is also a need for edu-
cation and training--the pathways to empowerment. 
Some years ago the Church of Scotland Guild donated 
£150,000 (over a period of three years) to establish the 
Education Centre of LHM.  During 2012, 33,000 people 
were welcomed to LHM with 32,000 meals being served.  
 
I come back to the Guild belief that faith proves itself in 
action. This year the Church of Scotland Guild is sup-
porting Mary's Meals in Liberia. The provision of a mid-day 
meal encourages needy children into the classroom where 
they then receive an education which can help lift them 
out of poverty.  
 
The Boat fund raising effort for the cause is a Soup and 
Sandwich Lunch in the Church Hall on Tuesday 2nd April at 
12.30pm. "If you cannot feed a hundred people, then just 
feed one"  Mother Theresa 
 
Do join us on the 2nd April !! 

 

HIGHLAND PIPING SURVEY 
 
The Northern Meeting Charitable Piping 
Trust, working with Highland Council, 
would like to gather information about 
the state of piping in the Highlands. We wish to find out 
from the piping community what developments or  
changes would be beneficial. To enable us to do this we 
would first like to make contact with all the pipers in your 
community. 
We already have contact information about the Highland 
Council’s instructors, some private instructors and several 
pipe bands, including Badenoch and Strathspey Pipe Band.  
If you know of any other pipers, pipe bands, other bands 
involving pipers please could you put us in touch or ask 
them to make contact directly with our representative 

Grant Milne at gmilnebagpiper@gmail.com  or on 
07745056630 
We would be most grateful if you could help us with this 
project. More information about the Northern Meeting 
Piping Trust is on our website at 
www.northernmeetingpiping.com  
 
 
DESHAR SCHOOL NEWS – Some Extracts from  
School Newsletters 
 
Rotary School Quiz 
Rotary School Quiz took place on 26 February at Aviemore 
Primary School, with Emily Garrow, Eilidh Macgilvray, Lana 
Gregson and Euan Gregson representing Deshar School.  
The team was very successful and finished in 3rd place! 
 
Trashless Week 
The school’s Eco committee will be holding ‘Trashless 
Week’ starting on Monday 11 March, in order to raise 
awareness about the amount of rubbish produced in a 
week at school. All bins apart from recycling and compost 
will be closed. Pupils and staff are being asked to try and 
not create rubbish by bringing fruit for a snack instead of 
crisps or sweets in a wrapper, buying toast at the tuck 
shop or bringing snacks in a reusable container. 
 
Edinburgh Trip 
Primary 7 pupils will be travelling to Edinburgh on Tuesday 
28 May for their annual residential trip. They will be stay-
ing at the Edinburgh Central Youth Hostel for three nights. 
The pupils will meet soon to discuss plans for the trip and 
parents will be invited to an information meeting in April. 
 
Mountain Rescue Dog 
As part of their project on 
Mountains, Primary 1-4 
invited Heather Morning 
and Millie to their class-
room. The pupils enjoyed 
a very interesting session 
and found out all about 
Millie’s work as a Moun-
tain Rescue Dog.  
 
Pupil Council Blythswood 
Challenge 
Our MPCs have decided to support the Blythswood Care 
campaign to raise money for clean water wells in India. 
They will hold a coffee afternoon and bake sale at the 
school on Tuesday 12 March from 2.00 p.m. Donations of 
baking will be gratefully received. 
 

Sign seen during a conference: 
FOR ANYONE WHO HAS CHILDREN 
AND DOESN'T KNOW IT, THERE IS A 

DAY CARE ON THE 1ST FLOOR  

mailto:gmilnebagpiper@gmail.com
http://www.northernmeetingpiping.com
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Fantastic views of world famous 

osprey nest  

plus hi-definition CCTV images. 

Friendly and knowledgeable team on-hand  

to help you make the most of your visit. 

Red squirrels, woodpeckers...and loads more! 

Try-and-buy a great range of binoculars  

and telescopes in our gift shop. 

Guided walks and holiday family activities.  

A spectacular wildlife experience  

- for everyone! 

  Open April - end August 

                          www.rspb.org.uk/lochgarten 

                    Tel: 01479 831476 
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OSPREY FESTIVAL 
By Anna Barton 

This year's Osprey Festival 'Wild about Boat' is on 25th 
May and includes wildlife-themed activities celebrating 
The Year of Natural Scotland, our local environment and 
its wildlife. The unveiling of the Osprey Feather sculpture 
will be one of the highlights, followed by a community 
BBQ and live music. There will be a number of children's 
activities - animal mask making, African drumming,  

Pavement Art, face 
painting, wood-
lands walks and 
pond  
dipping. The full  
programme will be 
up soon - look out 
for posters and see 
the information on 
the village website 
and Facebook 

page. 

 

SENIOR CITIZEN MOMENT 
  
A little silver-haired lady calls her neighbour and says, 
"Please come over here and help me.  I have a killer jig-
saw puzzle, and I can't figure out how to get started." 
Her neighbour asks, "What is it supposed to be when it's 
finished?" 
The little silver haired lady says, "According to the picture 
on the box, it's a rooster." 
Her neighbour decides to go over and help with the puz-
zle.  
 She lets him in and shows him where she has the puzzle 
spread all over the table. 

He studies the pieces for a mo-
ment, then looks at the box, then 
turns to her and says, 
"First of all, no matter what we do, 
we're not going to be able to  
assemble these pieces into any-
thing resembling a rooster." 
He takes her hand and says, 
"Secondly, I want you to relax.  
Let's have a nice cup of tea, and 

then," he said with a deep sigh ..........."Let's put all the 

 
Music Events (Car Scheme) 2013 

 

Date - Friday Venue 

April 5th Aviemore  Papa Rock. 

April 26th Newtonmore, Golf Club 

May 31st Grantown, British Legion 

June 21st Kingussie, Talla nan Ros 

July 26th Grantown, British Legion 

August 30th Kingussie, Talla nan Ros 

September 27th Aviemore  Papa Rock. 

October 25th Newtonmore, Golf Club 

November 29th Aviemore  Papa Rock. 

ANNUAL VILLAGE SPRING CLEAN – Saturday 18th May 

    10.30 start time, meet at the Post Office 

    12.00 A hot drink in the Community Garden 

What do you get for the clean up?: smart rubber gloves, litter picks, bags and designer  

      yellow tabards!!  

What is your recompense?:  a free hot  drink on your return! 
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IndoorsOutdoors 
 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE AND HANDYMAN SERVICES 
 
 

MARK DIAMOND 
 

mobile: 07727 654926  
email: diamond145@btinternet.com 

 
BOAT OF GARTEN 

 

GARDENING TIP 
By Sue Murray 

While you are tidying up the garden 
after the winter, remember that some 
perennials like to be divided before they 
grow too large. If you have a large 
clump of something like iris, or hardy 
geranium, you can often dig them up 
and split them , into two or more 
clumps.  

Then you can either plant them, or pot 
them up or give them away. 

Autumn gentians divide very easily and 
bloom much better if they are split up in 
the spring.  

At the Osprey festival on 25th May, 
there is going to be a plant stall in the 
Community Garden. Any plants you 
have divided will be very welcome at 
that. It would be helpful if you label 
them, and just bring them along that 
morning. Pop the date in your diary now 

Notice in a farmer's field: 
THE FARMER ALLOWS 

WALKERS TO CROSS THE 
FIELD FOR FREE, BUT 
THE BULL CHARGES.  

 

OSPREY FESTIVAL - PRIZE DRAW 
 
As part of the marketing plan for the 
forthcoming Osprey Festival on 25th 
May, The Boat Hotel offered a prize of 
free accommodation over the weekend 
of the Festival.  As the main sponsor of 
the Festival, Sally Dowden of Speyside 
Wildlife, made the draw for the  
winning ticket on 1st March in the Boat 
Hotel.  She was accompanied by the As-
sistant Manager from the hotel,  
Shona MacLachlan.   And the lucky win-
ner is……………. 
Janet Burdon from Pickering, North 
Yorkshire. 

Sign in a Laundromat: 
AUTOMATIC WASHING 

MACHINES: PLEASE  
REMOVE ALL YOUR 

CLOTHES WHEN THE 
LIGHT GOES OUT  

mailto:diamond145@btinternet.com
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Boat of  Garten Golf  and Tennis Club 
Tel: 01479 831282  Email: office@boatgolf.com  www.boatgolf.com 

HOUSE MEMBERSHIP  -  

Allows use of the catering 
and bar facilities at  
discounted rates! 
Individual membership £25  
Family membership £45  
(2 adults plus up to  
3 children under 18). 

GOLF  -  
 

New Members are welcome 
at the Club and membership 
is available in various  
categories.  Contact the  
Secretary’s Office for a  
membership pack. 

TENNIS - Season tickets –    

 

Adult              £35                         
U18 Junior    £16 
Family            £85  
(2 adults + up to 3 children)  
Whatever your standard, you 
will find enthusiastic partners at 
Club nights  (Weds 7 -9pm). 


