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20 

Maggie Knockie—aka Margaret Riley—See 
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Amy’s 18th—Recording 

Studio in Edinburgh.  See 
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We’ve been pretty lucky so far with this winter a lot kinder than the previous two—unless 
you are a keen snowboarder or skier, or otherwise reliant on the snow for your livelihood. 
 
Over the winter there has been lots happening in the village, as you’ll see from the content 
of this edition.  All the clubs have been operating at full swing and there have been some 
major consultations about the use of, and protection of, our woodlands.  Alison Fielding, 
Chairman of the Community Council, has provided reports on these activities and outcome 

from them.  The pantomime seems a long time away, but the photos included will hopefully remind you of the smiles, not to 
mention outright laughter, we all had in the course of that performance. 
 
Now of course there is lots to look forward to over the coming months.  Be inspired by the prospect of a walk, think about 
whether you want to become a Junior Ranger, get ready for the golfing season and, if none of that appeals, just consider 
attending the coffee morning to support the Friends of Ian Charles Hospital.  Hopefully you will find something inspiring within 
these pages.  If not…….then why not contribute to the contents of the next edition, so that we broaden the scope and appeal of 
the BOG Standard.  Alternatively, if you have ideas for future content but don’t actually want to be a reporter, just let me know. 
 

Jackie Wilson 
Editor 

Email: bogstandard831@googlemail.com 
01479 831056 

BOG Standard is published by the Community Council, who appoints the Editor and underwrites the costs not covered by 
advertising.  Articles published express the views of the authors and not the Council or Editor, unless otherwise stated. 

HANDS UP FOR COMMUNITY HOUSING! 
By Anna Barton, Chairperson, Community Company 

 

The Community Company invited Di Alexander, (Affordable Housing Officer CNPA) and Ronnie 

Macrae and Susan Hunter , (Highland Small Communities Housing Trust) to its last meeting to tell the 

community about which options it might have for providing community owned and/or run housing. This would in-

volve buying land for housing, building and owning its own houses and/or buying/leasing and letting out existing 

houses.   

Community ownership of land and housing assets offers communities a potential route to much greater local control 

over how the assets were used and who the houses would be allocated to. 

Of the many options discussed at the meeting, the following were thought to offer the most feasible routes for Boat: 

 Leasing houses, rather than buying them, offered an economically viable option – provided an owner could be 

found who would be willing to lease  

 Building new houses, which depended on buying a site below market price and raising the finance from a com-

bination of bank loan/mortgage, grants and donations. 

The need for a detailed audit of potential sites for housing in Boat of Garten was identified, which should include sin-

gle plots. The CNPA consultation for its new Local Development Plan would help inform this. The CNPA Housing 

Working Group, on which the Community Council is represented, is also looking into this (See article on page 15). 
The next step is to set up a Village Housing Group to discuss the options and to move towards the creation of a Com-
munity land Trust/Housing Development Trust for the village. This group needs new people with a range of skills 
who are committed to improving Boat's housing, particularly younger people, so if you can help with this, please con-
tact Anna Barton on 831325 or Alison Fielding on 831649. 
 

Buy.at—donate to the Community Hall or to Deshar Primary by shopping!! 

Before you buy anything online, please have a look at this site: 

www.buy.at/desharschool  or www.buy.at/hallaboard 

From there you can click on links to many online retailers, many of whom you probably already use. 

Every time you click the link from there to another retailer YOU EARN COMMISSION of up to 10% for the school or the hall. 

http://www.buy.at/desharschool
http://www.buy.at/hallaboard
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A CONVERSATION WITH MARGARET RILEY 
By Sue Murray 

Margaret Riley, also known to many as Maggie Knockie, 
due to her birth at the Knock of Drumullie, considers 
that she is probably the third oldest person still alive 
that was born in Boat of Garten. She is rich in memories 
so we have tried to capture some of them to tell to the 
younger generations.  

 In 1896 her grandfather built the Smiddy and Muirton 
Cottage, still to be seen at the bottom of the present 
Birch Grove, on the way into the walk behind Milton 
Loch. People came from far and wide to have their carts, 
carriages and ploughs mended and horses shod. There 
was of course no electricity in the village then. On her 
grandfather’s death Margaret’s father took over the 
Smiddy, and then when he went to work for Balfour 
Beatty, a father and son from Dulnain Bridge, Tom and 
Jim MacDonald, used to cycle to Boat three days a week 
in order to run the Smiddy and they worked the other 
three days in Dulnain until the early 1960’s.  

Margaret walked to Deshar School even when there 
were huge snowdrifts along the road, arriving soaking in 
her knitted leggings, socks and liberty bodice and wellies 
full of snow. Sometimes she walked to the Hotel and got 
the school bus for one old penny .There was a big coal 
stove in the school. You took your “piece” and she had a 
flask of Bovril, but many children just had a crust of 
bread. Every child was given a third of a pint of milk 
from Tullochgorum. The toilets were across the play-
ground.      

There were two classrooms, with Mr Swanney and Miss 
Mackinnon. When the evacuees came an extra teacher 
was brought in. Margaret can remember the evacuees 
arriving on the 7 o’clock train.  

In addition, there was a woodwork room for the boys 
and a cookery room for the girls. Both teachers would 
give the strap on the hand, for bad behaviour or poor 
homework . You didn’t tell your Mum because she 
would have given you another row!  Margaret went 
from there to Grantown Grammar school as she was 
awarded a Sharp bursary. Grantown was in Moray. Most 
children went to Kingussie because it was in Inverness-
shire. 

Margaret used to play on the way to and from school, 
visiting the farms and would eat raw turnips from the 
fields on her way home. You threw them on to the road 
to smash them and then nibbled the bits! In the holidays 
the children played everywhere, sliding down the Mill 
lade, through its green slime, swimming at the Bathing 
pool and under the old bridge. There was a path from 
the end of Milton loch up to next to the church, through 
the birch wood, now Birch Grove, over “the hillocks”. It 
was a time of great freedom for children, and of thrift, 

reflected in 
her mother’s 
favourite say-
ing “Wasters 
will come to 
want.” 

In the sum-
mer the same 
families 
would come 
to holiday in 
the big houses every year and the people living in them 
would move to a cottage, usually behind the big house. 
The village children played with them and sometimes 
caddied for the Dads, earning 2/6d for a round.  

In the Second World War, there was a Canadian camp 
opposite where the sawmill is now and the Canadians 
worked the sawmill. There was also an MOD hut, a cook-
house and nissen huts. There was a sentry at Milton, and 
you had to say your identity number to him. When you 
heard the German planes coming over, (“Whoom, 
whoom,” a different noise from the British planes) you 
had to draw the blackout curtains so that no light could 
be seen. The light was, of course, from paraffin lamps or 
candles. 

Margaret moved away for a while, and then worked at 
Ardverikie where her Aunt was housekeeper, eventually 
moving back to Strathspey in 1954 when she married Mr 
Donnie MacBean . She lived in Craigie Avenue, in the 
house where she now lives. Then in 1974 she met Eric 
Rylie who ran The Heather Brae Hotel in Nethybridge. 
They had very happy years from 1980 to 89 at Balvattan 
Beg along near Croft James before moving back to the 
village in 1994.  Sadly, Eric died but Margaret is still liv-
ing in the same house in Craigie Avenue which her fa-
ther had had since 1955, and she is surrounded by her 
many happy memories.  

 

JAN CRAIB AT 70 

On the last night of 

our Indoor Bowling 

season for 2011 a 

presentation was 

made to the Club’s 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Mrs Jan Craib to cele-

brate her big 70. Bert 

Wilson handed over a 

flower arrangement 

on behalf of the Club 

Members. 
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KINCARDINE 

CHURCH - Eaglais 

Thomhaldidh 

Dedicated to  

St Catherine 

By James Dunbar 

 

Although plain and 

simple, Kincardine is 

of considerable his-

toric interest.  Like 

Alvie and Insh, it was probably founded in or around the 

7th Century by Celtic missionaries from Iona.  The foun-

dations of the existing building are 12th Century and the 

rare Lepers Squint in the walls indicates that the walls 

themselves were built prior to the Reformation.  There 

may, of course, be a link to the fact that estate maps of 

the mid-18th Century indicate that there was a small 

settlement of 4 houses between the Kirk and Kincardine 

Cottage on the Sluggan Pass through to Glenmore.  Local 

tradition has it that this settlement was a lepers’ colony. 

There is a curious legend connected with the Kirk going 

back far into antiquity.  It is said that long, long ago the 

Lairds of Kincardine and Tulloch disputed as to the site of 

the Church. The one wanted it built on his land, and the 

other was just as determined that it should be erected 

on his.  Stones were brought and laid down in Tulloch, 

but in some mysterious fashion they found their way 

before morning to Kincardine! 

It is conceivable that it was also a ruin at various stages 

in its life as its history has not always been so calm and 

peaceful as its location. Towards the end of the 15th Cen-

tury, a raiding party of Cummings were trapped in it by 

their arch enemies the Grants.  One of the Grants fired 

an arrow into the thatch setting the Kirk afire, destroying 

it along with its incumbents 

 The first recorded official mention of a Kincardine was in 

1330.  

There was a major refurbishment undertaken in part by 

the Heritors i.e the then Laird of Pityoulish (J.Dunbar 

Esq) and other Abernethy worthies in 1897 – creating 

the current church. 
 

 

WILDLIFE CLUB 
FOR CHILDREN  
5—12 YEAR OLDS 

You might have 
heard of the RSPB 
before?  We’re the 
largest conserva-
tion organisation in Europe, and we have the BIGGEST 

wildlife club for children in the world.  We’re really en-
thusiastic about inspiring children of all ages about na-
ture – from tiny tots to teens!   

We have an RSPB Wildlife Explorer Group for children 
aged 5 – 12 in Badenoch & Strathspey.  The group 
meets at some of the best local wildlife sites once per 
month and get involved in  exploring habitats, undertak-
ing scavenger hunts, wildlife surveys and nature bingo, 
as well as having loads of fun playing environmental 
games, getting crafty at all sorts of projects, and discov-
ering and watching wildlife!   

The group will re-launch with an exciting new pro-
gramme of activities in the Spring, but in the meantime, 
all this doesn’t organise itself, and we’re looking for vol-
unteers who can help the current group leaders organ-
ise and deliver a really exciting programme of activities 
for the group. 

In the role of Leader with the Badenoch & Strathspey 
Wildlife Explorer Group, you’ll have the opportunity to 
enthuse and inspire young people about birds, the envi-
ronment and conservation.  In return you’ll gain some 
valuable skills and experience yourself from one of the 
most active and exciting conservation charities around – 
the RSPB!  

So, if you have boundless energy and enthusiasm, the 
ability to communicate with young people, and can 
spare 6-8 hours per month, then get in touch! 

We’re also looking for new members to join in the fun at 
our group when we re-launch in the Springtime.  If you 
know of any 5 – 12 year olds in the area who are inter-
ested in nature and wildlife then please contact us for 
our new programme of activities. 

Our group leader is Jean Burns – please drop her a line 
on jean.burns@rspb.org.uk if you want to chat a bit 
more about this exciting voluntary role, if you just have a 
few questions to ask, or are interested in joining our 
group.  We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

 

  THE FRIENDS OF IAN CHARLES HOSPITAL 
 
  Welcome you to their  
 
  ANNUAL COFFEE MORNING 
  10.30 – 12.00 on APRIL 14th 2012 
 
  To be held at The Royal British  
  Legion, 
  Grantown-on-Spey 
 
  CAKES COFFEE STALLS AND RAFFLE. 

 

mailto:jean.burns@rspb.org.uk
http://www.boatofgarten.com/o/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/kincardinechurch.jpg
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Snippets from the Past 

Further to the information published in the previous 
edition, which invited any further details on the points 
made, the following additional information has been 
provided by Margaret Rylie: 

During WW2, the Cornich Sawmill was operated by the 
No. 14 Canadian Regiment who also built the camp lo-
cated there.  “I always remember coming home from 
school and saying there were Red Indians coming to 
stay!”  The Newfoundlanders’ camp was up at Kinveachy 
– in the area around the current entrance to Loch Vaa 
from the A95. 

There was a munitions store at Milton Loch, just oppo-
site where the engine shed is.  There was a deep hole at 
the side of the road, and there was a soldier on guard 
there at all times. 

 

Below is the fourth in the series of feature articles on 
Boat of Garten by Dodo Keir, who has chronicled a his-
tory of The Boat from his arrival here in 1940. 

MEMORIES OF “THE BOAT” FROM 1940 

By George (Dodo) Keir, edited by Audrey Martin 

Part 4 

Main Road – Right Side (North Side) 

 

Back at the Boat Hotel, the first house on the right on 
Main Road was Melville. It was also a shop which sold 
sweets, stationery and tobacco, with a Post Office also in 
the building.  If you look carefully at the wall to the right 
of the door you will see where the letterbox and stamp 
machine were.  There was also a telephone box.  Mel-
ville was owned by Mr Affleck McPherson, who also act-
ed as financier to a good few households in the village.  
The next house was Woodford where Miss McPherson 
stayed, and next to that was Craigowrie, owned by Miss 
Lizzie Cameron, with the shop rented to Mr & Mrs 
George Mackintosh, the grocers.  This building was se-
verely damaged by fire in 1948, and they carried on the 
business in what had been a washhouse alongside the 
fire-damaged former shop.  At one time this business 
employed five adults, two message-boys and a full-time 
van man. 

The Public Hall next door was well used for concerts, 
dances, whist drives and so on.  At the back was the 
Men’s Club which had a billiard table.  Darts and 
draughts were also played there.  Next to the Hall was 
Craigview owned by Mr & Mrs Sinclair Williamson.  It 
was run as a small guesthouse by Mrs Williamson and 
her daughter Annie.  Annie also worked on the golf 
course, and Sinclair was a signalman in the North signal 
box at the station.  One distinguished guest at Craigview 
was Sir William Beveridge, who spent the summer there 

planning what was to become the National Health Ser-
vice.  (It is often said he was a guest at the Craigard Ho-
tel at this time, but that is not the case, though he did 
also stay in The Shieling).  Behind Craigview was a small 
cottage which was the village police station until the 
new one was built on the opposite side of the road, on 
the former site of Rowan Cottage.   

The Larig, owned by Mr & Mrs Chalmers, a retired cou-
ple, was the next house up.   I remember being told that 
Mr Chalmers volunteered for the Home Guard and while 
being instructed on the use of a  ·303 rifle on the Craigie 
Hill, he pulled the trigger and the bullet travelled down 
across the village, passed through the engine shed door 
and ricocheted around the shed, frightening the staff to 
death! 

The owners of The Larig after the Chalmers were Lord 
and Lady Russell. Lord Russell was a Scottish High Court 
judge, and there is still a seat on the golf course that was 
presented by this couple. 

A little further up was The Manse, occupied by the Rev 
Donald and Mrs Campbell.  When the Craigie went on 
fire during World War II and the village was also in dan-
ger of going on fire, I remember the Rev Donald knelt 
down behind Applegrove and prayed for the wind to 
turn.  Within five minutes it did just that and gave the 
many firemen a chance to avert the danger to the hous-
es.  The Craigie was on fire twice during the war, both 
times caused by a tramp falling asleep while boiling his 
tea on an open fire. 

Next to the Manse was Moorfield, owned by Miss Sang-
ster and run as a guesthouse for many years.  The Wil-
liamson family holidayed at Moorfield for a number of 
years and one of the sons, Roy Williamson, was later a 
member of the Corries Folk Group and the composer of 
“Flower of Scotland”. 

The Church and Church Hall are next.  After the war 
Boys Brigade, Girl Guides and Brownies all met in the 
Church Hall and were a great pastime for the young peo-
ple of the village.  Across the rough piece of ground 
where Church Drive now stands was Firhall, owned by 
Miss Maisie Ferguson, better known as Maisie Robbie.  I 
remember her as a bad-tempered old lady who did not 
suffer children gladly.  Next to Firhall was Norwood, 
owned by the retired Station Master, Mr Davidson, who 
had the nickname of “Jiggs” – don’t ask me why!  - and 
also owned an ancient Rudge motorcycle.  Dr Williams 
used to hold surgeries in the front room of this house. 

The Butcher’s shop, later named Drumrunie, was owned 
by Mr & Mrs A.K. Davidson, who had a large Alsatian 
dog.  This used to sit behind the counter – I don’t think 
that would be allowed now!  Behind the shop, on the 
site where Steornabhagh stands now, was a slaughter-
house which had been used by Mr Turnbull before he 
and his wife moved to Meadowbank Cottage, now called 
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Cranochan.  Drumrunie got its name from the Drum-
runie Estate at Achiltibuie, which was at one time owned 
by the father of Mrs MacBeath.  Her husband James 
took over the butcher’s business from the Davidsons. 

Tigh na Fraoch was owned by Mrs Macdonald, known to 
everybody as Grannie Macdonald.  She was Mrs Carrie 
Forbes’ mother and her house was always full of lodgers, 
mostly railwaymen.  The house was built in 1932 and 
Carrie moved there after her mother’s death.                                                              

Next up the road was The Shieling, built in the late 
1930s for Mr & Mrs Cecil Robertson.  Cecil was a baker 
with the aforementioned A.M. Grant until that bakery 
was taken over by the SCWS, when Cecil built his own 
bakery and shop next to his home.  In 1954 to 1955 he 
extended the bakery into the shop, and built a new shop 
at the front.  I served my time as a baker there from 
1952 to 1958. 

At No. 1 Grampian Crescent lived Mr & Mrs Robert 
Grant.  Robert worked in the engine shed, at Aviemore.  
No. 2 was taken over by the army during the war and 
used as offices.  There were no more houses until Dru-
imvhor, built by Mr William Robertson, who also worked 
in the engine shed at Aviemore and – after his retire-
ment – in the bookstall at Boat station.  

 

The next (and final)  instalment in this series will cover 

High Terrace and Craigard Road (now Kinchurdy Road).  

If your house is situated within that area, and you do not 

to want it featured in the article, please contact Jackie 

Wilson on 831056 so that the information can be 

omitted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LISTED IN A 1940 BUSINESS DIRECTORY BOAT OF 
GARTEN 

Information provided by James Ingram (Peem) 

Architect  H J Fraser 
Baker   A M Grant 
Bank   Bank of Scotland 
Blacksmith  T M McDonald 
Bootmaker  William Leslie 
Butcher  A W Turnbull 
Carpenter  J Cameron 
Coal Merchant J Fraser 
   G Meldrum 
Draper  A M Grant 
Grocer  J Gill 
   George Mackintosh 
   A F MacPherson 
Post Office  A F MacPherson 
Garages  J Grant 
   Monroe Garage 
Apartments  Craigview – Mrs Williamson 
   Fairview – G Meldrum 
   Corrour – Miss Sharp 
Hotels  Boat Hotel 
   Craigard Private Hotel 

WELCOME TO LILLY MACKENZIE ORMISTON 
 
Little Lilly MacKenzie Ormiston became Boat’s New Year 
baby, born on 2 January 2012 at 7.25am at Raigmore, 
weighing 6lbs 7.5oz to proud parents Colin and Louise.  
 
Lilly is no ordinary baby. Colin and Louise underwent IVF 
treatment twice in Aberdeen and Lilly’s entrance into 
the world was less than smooth but we’re all delighted 
that all is now well and Lilly is already giving her mum 
and dad the runa-
round!  

 
Many of our readers 
will remember Lou as 
being the leader of the 
1st Boat of Garten Flag 
Troupe in 2007, the 
year the Community 
Hall opened, when her troupe of young flag bearers en-
tertained us at various events in the village. 

VACANCY – TREASURER FOR BOARD OF SESSION 

After 7 years, Helen Walker is retir-
ing as Treasurer, and so we are 
now searching for someone who 
could take on this position as from 
the end of March 2012.  The role is 
straightforward and could be man-
aged by anyone with basic com-
puter skills.  The Treasurer is re-
quired to keep the Board and Session up to date on in-
come and expenditure and produce an annual state-
ment.  Training (if required) and on-going assistance will 
be readily available.    

Although it is the Kirk Session who make the decision 
and the appointment, you do not need to be an attend-
er or member of the church to undertake this post. 

Please contact Sheila (831 252) or Helen (831 316) if you 
are interested. Thank you. 
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KEEP THE BOAT AFLOAT 
By Heather Bantick 
Most people agree that, economically, 
Boat of Garten depends on tourism to sus-
tain it as a thriving village.    It was with 
this in mind that the Community Company 
commissioned the Interpretation Plan that, 
after wide consultation with residents, was 
accepted as our guide for future village 
projects. 

The most important thing that was flagged 
up was how important it was for us to en-
sure that tourists got off the train here.   
Numbers have dropped since the exten-
sion to Broomhill was opened and can be 
expected to drop even further if the exten-
sion to Grantown is ever completed.     The 
Heritage Group was charged with the task 
of making the Station Square a centre for 
attracting people off the train and also a 
place for interpreting our railway heritage.      
At present, the Square is unattractive, un-
der-utilised and badly in need of surface 
repairs. 

The Group agreed that what was needed 
was: 

 An Information Hub (to give visitors 
who had not arrived by train a reason to 
visit the square) 

 A really striking Osprey Concept sculp-
ture (to attract people off the train) 

 A Horse and Cart (to welcome people as they exit the station and to represent the railway and local heritage) 

An Interpretive  Surface (to reflect our heritage and show off our village to both visitors and residents) 

Local artist Sheena Wilson created the concept sketches and sculptors were invited to tender for the job based on 
Sheena’s ideas. 

An Assessment Panel of representatives from the railway, the hotel, the Community Company, the Community 
Council and an independent resident chose Michael Job as the sculptor for all three sculptural elements of the Sta-
tion Square structures i.e. the Information Hub, the Osprey concept and the Horse and Cart concept.    Michael 
followed Sheena’s drawings fairly closely for the first and last elements and interpreted the Osprey using an os-
prey feather, which everyone agreed had a “wow” factor (essential if it is to perform its primary function of getting 
people off the train).      The Osprey Feather and the Horse & Cart, due to funding constraints, are scheduled for 
the next two financial years but the Information Hub is proceeding apace.     

The interpretation element to be placed along the ground, once it has been resurfaced, is a collection of 
letters and postcards that have fallen out of a couple of open mailbags on the cart – some leaving the 
village, some coming to the village.   We want to involve as many people as possible in providing ideas 
for this element so you will be hearing more from us on this part of the project in the near future. 

The Planning Application for the sculptures has been called in by the Park and will be considered at their 
planning meeting on 30th March. 

The Station Square Project is a very specific project that, once completed, is the end of a twelve year journey.    
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However, the Heritage Group is now looking at further 
ways to interpret our heritage.   One of the things that 
we realised during all the Station Square discussions is 
how many suggestions/ideas/aspirations for future pro-
jects there already are in the village and how much more 
likely we are to bring them to fruition if there is agree-
ment on what we want. 

The ideas that the group know about are: 

 A  “Boat” maybe on the green, with animal sculp-
tures around the village leading towards the boat 

 An outline of the hills as seen from the bridge 

 A totem pole (maybe beside the curling rink once it 
achieves skate board status?) 

 A Helen Denerley heron at Milton Loch 

 A heronry viewing platform 

 An Inspection Table at the pond dipping platform 

 A bronze osprey somewhere in the village, possibly 
at the gateway 

 The bus shelters to incorporate an osprey 

 A capercaillie display in the village similar to the Red 
Squirrel display that the schoolchildren did 

A series of booklets available for purchase picking up on 
the important aspects of Boat and the oral histories e.g. 
Archaeological Finds in Boat, Wildlife in Boat, History of 
the Railway, the Myths of Boat (based on the plays that 
ShowBoaters had written?), Memories of Growing up in 
the Boat 1930s to 1960s etc. 

There are undoubtedly others that we have not heard 
about and it would make a lot of sense to bring these all 
together so that we can start prioritising them and allo-
cating them to people/groups to take forward 

As a first step, please let us know if you have any other 
ideas that we should add to the above list before we 
start to consult and prioritise.   The ideas are being col-

lected by Heather Bantick (01479 831768), heather-
bantick@yahoo.co.uk.  Please also let us know if you 
want to be more involved with the Heritage Group. 

 

 

M & B STORES 

After 26 years in the business, Margaret Thomson is re-
tiring at the end of April.  Her implacable manner and 
smiling face will be missed behind the counter.  But  the 
store goes on, so we can all look forward to welcoming 
the new traders. 

 

 

BOAT BIATHLETES 

Sisters Louise and Mairi Blair [aged 13 and 14 years] 
have been training with the Cairngorm Biathlon and Nor-
dic Ski Club [CBNSC] for the last two years. [For anyone 
in the dark: Cross-country skiing and rifle shooting!] Ob-
viously not very much time has been spent on snow this 
year but the girls have still managed to keep their train-
ing going on roller skis at Glenmore Lodge, where there 
is a custom built track.  

They represent the club at competitions, training events 
and snow sport festivals and get a lot of enjoyment out 
of the sport, which is also one of the most difficult en-
durance sports, 
as it uses every 
major muscle 
group and burns 
the most calo-
ries per hour in 
execution. In 
December 2011, 
they even skied 
down Princes 
Street in Edin-
burgh as part of 
the Snow Sport 
Festival to en-
courage roller 
skiing, alongside 
their next door neighbours [Angus and Jamie Trinder] 
who were encouraging snowboard participation on a 
ramp next to them! 

Naturally they are inspired by the local legends and 
Youth Olympians, Scott Dixon and Calum Irvine, who 
train at the club with them and also their coach Mike 
Dixon [6 times Olympian] .There is a keen cohort of 
teenage girls currently attending the club, which adds an 
element of fun to gym and track sessions, but they are 
also performing well in the roller ski series. Louise man-
aged to clinch the U’12 Roller Ski GB series title in the 
Under 12s section last year and Mairi performed well in 
the U’14 age group too. It’s early days, but with hard 
work and application who knows where the young biath-
letes might end up … on real snow and fresh cut tracks is 
the immediate wish!  

WHIST DRIVE 
We all love a good old Basket Whist Drive! Ladies, look 
out your best tablecloth, load your basket with sand-
wiches and cakes and invite three others to your table 
for refreshments after the game! Basket Whist Drive in 
the hall on Saturday 24th March 2012 for a 7.30pm start. 
Hostesses free, all others £3  
Don’t feel left out, come along for a few hands of whist 
and we’ll fit you in. There will be a raffle too as well as 
the usual wonderful prizes for the whist. 

mailto:heatherbantick@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:heatherbantick@yahoo.co.uk


BOG STANDARD— SPRING 2012 

9 

CAIRNGORMS NATIONAL PARK IS LOOKING FOR JUN-
IOR RANGERS 

This is an exciting, fun and adventurous outdoor learn-
ing programme based in the Cairngorms National Park 
for young people aged 13–18 years. 

If you are interested in... 

Finding out about the Cairngorms National Park 
Learning about the work of Countryside Rang-
ers 
Nature conservation 
Outdoor activities 
Meeting new people 

... then the Cairngorms National Park Junior Ranger Pro-
ject is for you! 

 How does it work? 

 Initial 5 day programme: 

Visits and talks 
Conservation tasks 
Outdoor activities 
Sharing experiences with friends and family 
Achieve John Muir Discovery Award 
Graduate as a Cairngorms National Park Junior 
Ranger 

Follow on programme: 

Open to graduates of the initial 5 day programme 

Operates one day a month 
Develop skills, knowledge and understanding 
from the initial programme 
Use new skills in meaningful and real situations  
Act as Youth ambassadors for the Cairngorms 
National Park 
Allows participation in International Camps and 
exchanges 
Achieve John Muir Explorer Award 
Guiding principles and values of the Junior 
Ranger Project 

The Cairngorms National Park Junior Ranger Pro-
gramme is: 

Based on experiential, practical, fun and inspirational 
activities in Protected Areas 
Managed by Rangers, according to the idea of “learning 
by doing” 
A non discriminatory programme, which requires a pro-
fessional approach and high standards of quality 
Aspires to high environmental standards 
Aims to promote international exchange, to develop 
positive, cooperative and social skills, and to encourage 
the active citizenship of young people 
A connection between Europarc Protected Areas and 

“local” young people 
Cooperation between Rangers - Parks – Europarc 

The agreed for dates for the 2012 Junior Ranger camp 
in Badnoch and Strathspey are - 30 May to 3 June 
2011.  This years Junior Ranger Exchange will take place 
from 2 to 9 July. 

This programme will be promoted via Grantown 
Grammar School and Kingussie High School – so watch 
out for the details.  Alternatively, contact Alan Smith on 
01479 870518 if you want to find out more. 

 

To my Darling Husband, 
 
Before you return from  your overseas trip I just want 
to let you know about the small accident I had with the 
Ford F-150 when I turned into the  driveway. 
Fortunately not too bad and I really didn't get hurt, so 
please don't worry too much about me. I was coming 
home and when I turned into the driveway I accidental-
ly pushed down on the accelerator instead of the brake. 
The garage door is slightly bent but the Ford F-150, for-
tunately, came to a halt when it bumped into your Fer-
rari.  
I missed our bikes.  
I am really sorry, but I know with your kind-hearted 
personality you will forgive me.    
You know how much I love you and care for you my 
sweetheart. 
I am enclosing a picture 
for you. 
I cannot wait to hold 
you in my arms again.  
 
Your loving wife.  
XX  
 
 
P.S:   Your  girlfriend  phoned 
 

 
BADMINTON 
 
An informal badminton group meets some Monday 
nights (when there’s nothing else on) in the hall be-
tween 7.30pm and 9pm. Adults £3, Teens £2. 
Check the hall calendar on www.boatofgarten.com to 
see which Mondays we play and come along if you fan-
cy a game. Mixed abilities, so don’t worry if you haven’t 
wielded a racquet for a while! 
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CHURCH MATTERS 

By Sheila Wallace, DCS 

Red roses in vases, boxes of chocolates in the shape 
of hearts and even heart-shaped croutons in the deli-
cious soup served up in the community hall...... 

The recent annual celebration of love on Valentine’s 
Day has its commercial aspects but it’s good too, to 
be reminded of the many kinds of love which hold our 
families and communities together, through the good 
times and the difficult ones. 

A church building within any community can speak 
of many things; family or friends from years gone by 
who may have worshipped there or perhaps those 
occasions which affect all our lives at some point 
including birth, marriage and death (“hatches, 
matches and dispatches”....). Some churches are 
grand, bustling buildings “open all hours” and offer-
ing a wide range of services to the community. 

Other churches are quieter and more meditative in 
character, also providing a sense of stability and se-
curity in an ever-changing world. But the one thing 
which each church serves to remind us of is the love 
of God and that is the one aspect of our lives which 
will never change. 

That love is never confined to any church building but 
flows out into our parishes, homes and open hearts. 
And it’s not just for one day of the year but for al-
ways. 
Blessings, All 

LOST 
By Callum Woolsey 

 
We formed in a fairly informal manner, under the 
guidance and advice of our music teacher Mrs 
Shearon, in order to play a competition where the 
first place prize was a day in a studio and a slot on the 
Sunday night at the Thunder in the Glens main con-
cert. We won the competition, and so now had some-
thing to aim towards and work for, an essential for 
any band. We’ve now played the main arena for the 
Thunder in the Glens twice, on the Sunday the first 
year and on the Saturday last year. We will have been 
formed two years around about April, though we 
don’t really know to be honest. We’ve played in nu-
merous 
places 
apart 
from 
Aviemore, 
including 
Portree 
and Inver-
ness. We 
are also 
booked to 
play at 
the “Big 
Stooshie” 
in Fife on  
6th May, 
as well as 
multiple 
dates in Inverness and Grantown. We are just fresh 
from a weekend of successful song writing in Glasgow 

and hope to get 
the new tracks 
recorded in 
some form 
shortly. If you 
wish to hear any 
of our music, 
some of it may 
be heard on our 
Youtube chan-
nel,  our Face-
book page, or if 
you want to buy 
an EP then talk 

to Beth and David at the Post Office or Annie For-
wood. 
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HEALTH WALK GROUP 

When: The Health Walk Group meets every 
Wednesday at 1.30 pm (weather per-
mitting in the winter).  

Where:       We meet in The Boat Hotel, Boat of 
        Garten, PH24 3BH.  

Where:  A typical route might be to Milton Loch 
to walk the all-ability path, and back to 
the Boat Hotel.  The walk will last no 
longer than an hour, at a steady, slow 
pace.  

What :        Please bring a waterproof, spare jumper 
        and comfortable shoes.  

Why:        After the Walk we always go the Boat            
        Hotel for refreshment. 

if you would 
like to find 
out more, 
please con-
tact Mina 
Johnson on 
01479 
831502 

 

 

The Highland Council GAELIC LANGUAGE PLAN  
2012-2016 

By Valerie Fairweather 

A wee bit of background! Highland Council prepared 
Scotland’s first statutory Gaelic Language Plan in 2007 
under the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005. This ini-
tial plan delivered the first purpose-built all-Gaelic Pri-
mary school in Scotland - Bun Sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis. 
Such was the School’s success that, in partnership with 
the Scottish Government, the Council had to build an 
extension to the school in 2010. 
Last Autumn, the Highland Council draft second genera-
tion Gaelic plan for the next four years was published 
and put out for consultation. A series of public meetings 
to discuss the draft were held throughout the Highland 
Council Area. In company with all other Community 
Councils in the Highlands we were asked to respond to 
the consultation and, as a Gaelic learner, I volunteered 
to do this. This was a somewhat daunting task as the 
consultation document was 29 pages long and, should 
you be interested, it can be accessed on the Highland 
Council website. A two cup of tea or coffee affair!  
There are several areas for growth on which that the 
plan concentrates but I’m just highlighting a few of them 
here.  

Early years  
Within Highland there are several Gaelic medium play-
groups and schools. One of the aims that I feel will have 
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good results is the plan to help parents of the children 
who attend these facilities to learn some Gaelic. This will 
encourage Gaelic speaking at home. This would certainly 
help with the problem of reticence in trying out their 
Gaelic that many adult learners feel!  I have a contact 
number for early years provision in the Strath. There is a 
0-3 years group at St John’s Church Hall in Rothiemur-
chus which is run by Alison Grant. This group is for both 
parents and children of course and sessions take place 
on Friday mornings from 10-12 noon. For further infor-
mation call Alison on  01479 810400. 

Gaelic in education  
The 2010-11 school session marked 25 years of The High-
land Council’s provision of Gaelic Education. At the time 
of writing Highland provides 19 Gaelic medium nurseries 
and 4 partner centres providing pre-school Gaelic educa-
tion, 21 Primary Schools providing Gaelic Medium Educa-
tion,12 Secondary Schools offering Gaelic fluent speaker 
classes, or subject teaching through the medium of Gael-
ic medium and 13 Secondary Schools offering Gaelic 
Learners classes . 
There are plans to build a new Gaelic medium secondary 
school in Lochaber which I feel is a most exciting devel-
opment 
 
Gaelic in the arts, media and heritage 
 This is probably the area in which most of us encounter 
Gaelic and Gaelic cultural events for the first time. I re-
member being very impressed with both the Blas Festival 
(remember when we hosted Box Club here in Boat of 
Garten?) and the local Feis held each Autumn in the 
Strath for local schoolchildren.  
 
Gaelic in the community  
The council runs community based Gaelic Language 
Learning classes  for adults and for more information on 
this the contact is Margaret Mulholland who is the Com-
munity Learning Officer for Gaelic at Highland Council. 
She can be contacted on 01463 724278.  The main adult 
learning course supported by the Council is the Ulpan 
method, which has the advantage of being run nationally 
to a standardised syllabus  so that, should you move, you 
can fit in and carry on exactly where you left off. I should 
say from personal experience that these courses are very 
hard work if done properly but great fun. There are 140 
units – so far I’ve got to unit 72, so half way there! I real-
ly enjoy listening to Gaelic conversations on holiday and 
occasionally I pluck up the courage to join in. The trouble 
is then you might get a barrage of brisk Gaelic in reply 
and, at that point, I admit to being a learner and they 
slow down (or speak in English)! 
 
I do hope this has given you a flavour of what is going on 
and maybe you will be encouraged to give Gaelic a go! 
 

BOAT OF GARTEN CHURCH GUILD 
 

For 125 years the aim of the Church of Scotland Guild 
has been to unite members of the church in the dedica-
tion of their lives to the Lord Jesus Christ through wor-
ship, fellowship and service.  It continues to be strong, 
vibrant and a key part of our church family here in Boat 
of Garten and over all of Scotland. 
 
Not only are members encouraged to befriend, help and 
support those in our own church and community but 
also people much further afield. Guild projects are con-
ducted over a three year period. Between 2009 and 2012 
this work has been extremely varied; much of it depend-
ent on fund raising by us. Activities have included the 
rescue of young girls from sex trafficking in Cambodia, 
HIV aids programme in Sri Lanka and, in July 2011, 
£125,000 to the Visitor Centre in Perth Prison. 
 
In Boat of Garten meetings are held once a month be-
tween September and April in the Church Hall. The pro-
gramme includes speakers on subjects as wide ranging 
as Adoption in the 21st century, Spring flower  arranging 
and Orphans in India. Should you have an interest  
please come along. 
 
On April 3rd we are breaking out of our usual mould by 
having the fund raising Soup Lunch in the Community 
Hall at 12.30pm. Help us contribute towards one of the 
worthwhile humanitarian projects by joining us for 
lunch. 
 
 

GARDENING TIP 

By Britt Taylor 

 
When deciding what plants to buy 
this spring and summer think of our 
bees,  butterflies and other polli-
nating insects,  most of which are in 
decline.   A new scheme is in place to highlight plants 
that will be beneficial to these insects, look out for the 
bumblebee logo on the plant labels, and go for the single 
flowering varieties rather than the double flower types.  
The more showy doubles are of little use to pollinating 
insects as they usually cannot get to the nectar or the 
pollen. 
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SWRI NEWS 

We ended last year with two Christmas cele-

brations, the first was the Badenoch and 

Strathspey SWRI Group lunch at  Colyum-

bridge and a little later on in the month we 

joined the Boat of Garten Church Guild for their Christ-

mas Party with lovely food and excellent entertainment. 

At the first meeting of the year Audrey Martin gave us 

an excellent talk with beautiful  pictures from her trip to 

Yellowknife in Canada, an area formerly famous for its 

goldmines and now more so for its diamond mining. We 

heard all about the ice truckers, amazing wildlife and 

even saw a picture of the diamond studded presents  

Prince William and Kate Middleton received during their 

visit. 

In Febuary Sam Faircliff spoke about the Cairngorm 

Brewery in Aviemore, its past and present, and of course 

we then needed to check how good it was so we ended 

up tasting a few of the products, excellent! 

Next meeting will be on 19th March when we will have 
Gilly Howarth giving a cookery demonstration. Competi-
tion 1 will be four pancakes and Competition 2 an Easter 
flower arrangement using daffodils. 
The following meeting will be on April 16th which will be 
the AGM followed by Ross Nixon giving a talk about 
home safety. Competition 1 for that evening is a poem 

or rhyme about home safety and Competition 2 a fire 
engine in any craft. There will be one additional competi-
tion this time for a small Border Tart for the Ann Wallace 
Sugar Sifter Trophy. The winner of our heat will go 
through to the Federation heat in Inverness on the 9th 
June. 
Other Dates for the dairy: 
24th March; Indoor Bowling Nethy Bridge 
5th April; closing date for entries for group rally 
15th April; closing date for Art & Craft Exhibition 
26th April 7-7.30; Group Rally at Talla nan Ros, 
Kingussie. Talk and demonstration by Rachel Chisholm 
and the ladies from the Highland Folk Museum on 
“Fashion through the ages“, followed by a vintage tea 
party, (entrance £3) 
2nd May; 6-6.30 Group meeting and AGM at Revack fol-
lowed by a meal (around £10) 
11-12th May; Art and Craft Exhibition in Nethy Bridge 
9th June; Federation Meeting at the Highland Hospice, 
Inverness at 1:30 pm 
27th June; Summer outing to Pitlochry to see Little Shop 
of Horrors, tickets £22.50, travel around £10 
5th July; closing date for competition entries for Gran-
town Show 
9th August; Grantown Show 
19th & 20th October; Evelyn Baxter class in Appliqué 
being run by Mrs Isobel Eckersley. Techniques taught 
will include Bonded, Freezer Paper, Starch Method, Re-
verse Appliqué and Shadow Appliqué. Cost £20 plus the 
cost of materials, venue to be confirmed. Please let 
Brenda know if you are interested as soon as possible. 
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CAIRNGORMS NATIONAL PARK IS LOOKING FOR 
JUNIOR RANGERS! 

This is an exciting, fun and adventurous outdoor learning 
programme based in the Cairngorms National Park for 
young people aged 13–18 years. 

If you are interested in… 

Finding out about the Cairngorms National Park 
Learning about the work of Countryside Rangers 
Nature conservation 
Outdoor activities 
Meeting new people 

... then the Cairngorms National Park Junior Ranger Pro-
ject is for you! 

How does it work? 

Initial 5 day programme: 

Visits and talks, Conservation tasks, Outdoor activities, 
Sharing experiences with friends and family, Achieve 
John Muir Discovery Award and Graduate as a Cairn-
gorms National Park Junior Ranger 

Follow on programme: 

Open to graduates of the initial 5 day programme and 
operates one day a month  -  
Develop skills, knowledge and understanding from the 
initial programme 
Use new skills in meaningful and real situations  
Act as Youth ambassadors for the Cairngorms National 
Park 
Allows participation in International Camps and exchang-
es 
Achieve John Muir Explorer Award 
Guiding principles and values of the Junior Ranger Pro-
ject 

The Cairngorms National Park Junior Ranger Programme 
is: 

Based on experiential, practical, fun and inspirational 
activities in Protected Areas 
Managed by Rangers, according to the idea of “learning 
by doing” 
A non discriminatory programme, which requires a pro-
fessional approach and high standards of quality 
Aspires to high environmental standards 
Aims to promote international exchange, to develop 
positive, cooperative and social skills, and to encourage 
the active citizenship of young people 
A connection between Europarc Protected Areas and 
“local” young people 
Cooperation between Rangers - Parks – Europarc 

The agreed dates for the 2012 Junior Ranger camp in 
Badenoch and Strathspey are - 30 May to 3 June.  This 
years Junior Ranger Exchange will take place from 2 to 9 
July. 

CAPERCAILLIE 

Scotland’s wild turkey eats 

pine needles, tastes of turps 

when cooked and behaves 

very oddly in Spring.  Sounds 

of cats fighting, corks popping 

and knives grinding have been 

heard during courtship.  Mrs. 

C. joins the chorus with dis-

creet burps. 

 

CAPERWATCH 

As part of the ongoing Capercaillie Mitigation process, 
Boat of Garten Residents are invited to visit Caperwatch 
at RSPB’s Loch Garten Osprey Centre on Saturday  31st 
March. 

This visit will give an opportunity to chat with RSPB, SNH 
& CNPA staff about Capercaillie and the trials and tribu-
lations that they face as well as possibly catching a glim-
se of these elusive birds.  

Due to the secretive & unsocial nature of Capercaillie, 
the best time to see the birds is in the early morning, so 
no long lie on the 31st!  We will be meeting at 0530 at 
the old hall in the centre of the village and sharing 
transport. The generosity of the RSPB in providing this 
opportunity is much appreciated. If you are interested 
please contact Alison Fielding in the first instance to 
book your place.   (either on 831649 or email 
 alisonannfielding@yahoo.co.uk)  
 

CURLING POND/MOBILE SKATE PARK 

The old curling pond site within the woods is the man-
agement responsibility of the community council and is 
in a poor state. Supported by some funds from the High-
land Council, and considerable help from interested vol-
unteers in the village, we are in the process of planning 
an upgrade of the site. The aim is to enable it to become 
a permanent venue for the mobile skate boarding park 
for young people, create an opportunity to re-instate 
curling events, subject to interest, and generally make it 
a viable recreational space for all village residents in-
stead of an eyesore !  Additional grant funding has been 
applied for. Permission was given for some overhanging 
trees to be cut down and this task has already been com-
pleted.  The plan is to ensure the space is ready for the 
mobile skateboarding park to come as part of the vil-
lage’s Osprey Festival in May. 

For further information contact Annie Forwood, Stewart 
Blair or Alison Fielding 

 

mailto:alisonannfielding@yahoo.co.uk
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UPDATE FROM CNPA HOUSING WORKING GROUP 
By Alison Fielding 
 
The most recent Housing Working Group meeting was held on 27th February.   Updates were given by various mem-
bers about all the strands of work being undertaken by the various agencies. Much of this information  is  in two 
articles within this newsletter , one concerning mitigation measures to protect the capercaillie and facilitate contin-
uing Recreational Use of the Woods (page 19)  and the other ‘Hands up for Community Housing ‘ (page 2). 
 
The meeting was told SNH have advised that the conclusion of all their Natura Appraisal work is that up to 30 hous-
es could be built within Boat of Garten,  subject to successful mitigation and monitoring measures for impact on 
capercaillie. Various housing sites were identified for consultation within the CNPA Main Issues Report last autumn.  
SNH  advises  that as a result of the work , it is possible now to  add a limited area of the  woodland into that consul-
tation process, prior to the Draft Local Plan being produced later in the year.  CNPA planners also reported on the 
need to address other issues like layout/ design that respects the landscape characteristics of the village, the impact 
on red squirrels and the provision of a more satisfactory, permanent access to the community hall. What sites 
would be most viable has yet to be determined.  Although recognising that the current economic climate means 
some market value housing is inevitable, in order to subsidise affordable housing and all the infrastructure required, 
the community representatives emphasised that any solution must meet the priorities and wishes of the communi-
ty.  
 
At present NO live housing application exists, all past applications having been refused. Therefore there is an oppor-
tunity for the community to take a lead on what kind of housing WE would like to see to ensure the long term sus-
tainability of the village. Your community representatives would like to establish a set of principles which would 
guide any future housing application in order to ensure the 3 principle aims already identified by the community i.e. 
the protection of capercaillie as an endangered species, continuing quality recreational use of the woodland and the 
provision of affordable homes for local people. 
 
Please pass your thoughts to any member of the Community Council. 
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The Osprey Music Society at Boat of Garten Community Hall 

Programme 2011 - 2012 
Friday 9 March 2012  GREENWICH PIANO TRIO - Piano Violin Cello  

Mozart    Piano Trio No.5 in G major KV 564 
Rachmaninov  Trio elegiaque  No.1 
Mendelssohn   Piano Trio in C minor, Op. 66 No.2 

Ticket Prices:  £10 members:  £12 non members:  £5 students:  £2 under 16 
Sunday 22 April 2012  SCOTTISH CLARINET QUARTET 

Programme to include:   

Alfred Uhl – Divertimento:   Rebecca Smith - Waulking Bass:   Mike Curtis - Bulgarian Bat Bite: 
Oleg Paiberdin - Sob Out:  Gershwin - Liza 
Bach to Benny Goodman – a 45 minute journey 

Ticket Prices:  £10 members:  £12 non members:  £5 students:  £2 under 16 

Saturday 26 May 2012  ANTHONY HEWITT – Piano  

Schumann   Abegg Variations Op. 1 
Schubert   Impromptus from Op. 90 
Beethoven   Sonata no. 30 in E major Op. 109 
Chopin   Barcarolle 
James Francis Brown    Cycle Studies (new work) 
Janacek   Sonata I:X:1905 'From the Street' 
Saint-Saens  Danse Macabre Op. 40 
Skriabin   2 Mazurkas Op. 40 
Kapustin   Etute Op. 40 
Rachmaninov Prelude in G minor Op. 23 no. 5 
Liszt    Venezia e Napoli 

Ticket Prices:  £12 members:  £14 non members:  £5 students:  £2 under 16 

For information on purchasing tickets, and membership please contact Ann Napier 01479 831213 glenavonhouse@aol.com 

SHOWBOATERS 
 

The Showboaters 2011 Panto, Aladdin, played to full houses for five performances.  The whole group would like to 
thank everyone for their wonderful support, and for being such appreciative audiences - makes all the hard work so 
rewarding! 
 
See the full cast on the front cover. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
For anyone who attended, you must have noticed the fabu-
lous costumes worn by Malky—created especially by 
K’toure.   K’toure will also be supporting the Osprey Festi-
val, when they will be running a children’s textile workshop 
as part of the children’s activities on Saturday 5th May. 
 

Technical Team 

Santa and His 

Little Helpers 
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RED VELVET SOUP - lentils with a difference! 
By Helen Geddes 
  

A lovely rich earthy soup, with an unsual flavour from 
the beetroot and the Japanese ingredients of toasted 
sesame oil & miso. Miso is a fermented grain product 
made from wheat, barley or rice - I think of it as japa-
nese marmite!  It adds a richness and depth of flovour to 
the soup, plus it is very good for us as it is chock full of 
enzymes, anti-oxidants & B-vitamins: it even has been 
shown in scientific research to have some anti-cancer 
properties. 
 Serves 4-6 
  
1 onion 
2 carrots 
2 medium sized raw beet-
root 
2 mugs lentils (red or 
brown) 
1 stalk celery 
1 bay leaf, 
1 small chilli pepper 
1 tbsp olive oil 
1 dsp toasted sesame oil (or 1 tbsp roasted tahini) 
Dried herbs (rosemary, oregano, basil, thyme or fenu-
greek are all fine) 
S & P to taste 
1 dsp miso (red or genmai) 
Fresh parsley or other bright green herbs (such as 
chopped chives or coriander) to garnish 
Chop root vegs into 1-2 cm cubes - no need to peel. 
Saute onions in the oils, add remaining veggies and cook 
for 5 minutes on gentle heat. 
Add washed lentils, bay leaf and dried herbs.  
Add 2 pts or 1.5 litres water or veggie stock. 
  
Bring to boil and then turn down heat to simmer until 
lentils are soft. 
 Use hand held blender (or spud masher)- to reduce con-
sistency to pretty smooth - the colur gets richer and red-
der as the beetroot is ground up as soup is blended. It 
finishes up a lovely rich "velvet curtain crimson". 
 Season with minimum salt and pepper. 
 Meanwhile take miso paste and blend in some water - 
using the back of the spoon to press out & mix water 
into miso against the sides of a little bowl. Add more 
water until paste is runny ( about an egg cup full in to-
tal). 
 Just before serving stir the miso paste through the soup 
& take off the heat as you dont want it to boil and de-
stroy the enzymes. Top off with a bright green herby 
garnish. 
(This recipe was adapted from Mary Estelle's book on 
macrobiotic cookery the western way!) 
 

WALK – COYLUMBRIDGE TO CAIRNGORM FOOT-
BRIDGE CIRCUIT 
By Anne Goodall 

This walk starts and finishes at the path up the side of 
the caravan and camping park at Coylumbridge and is 
approximately 5 kms/ 3 miles on good paths which are 
suitable for a family walking with a buggy.  Parking is 
available at the large lay-by on the road on the Avie-
more side of Coylumbridge.  This route is also popular 
with cyclists. 

Take the path with the campsite on your left.  Go 
through the gate beyond the rather sad looking burnt-
out remains of Lairig Ghru Cottage. When the path forks 
I recommend taking the right-hand one for Glen Einich 
as this route gives wonderful views of the mountains. As 
you pass Bennieside Cottage with its piles of wood, the 
path begins to climb gradually to another gate (2). You 
should soon enjoy the panoramic view of the Cairn-
gorms. After a third gate you will come to a gate in a 
deer fence (4) and the path leads you back into pine 
woods again. 

At the cross-roads you are going to turn left (the sign 
will say Loch Morlich and the Lairig Ghru) but it is worth 
pausing to look at the views of Glen Einich and towards 
Loch an Eilein. (If you want a picnic spot at this point, 
walk on a few metres on the Loch Einich path to the 
shore of a lovely lochan).  

Now the Loch Morlich path meanders through moorland 
with lots of Scots Pines.  When the path meets another 
coming in from the left, veer right and after about 200 
metres you arrive at the Cairngorm Club footbridge built 
in 1912. This is a favourite spot for a picnic. We saw a 
family there this week cooking sausages over a stove!  
There is also a ford but beware – water levels can make 
this hazardous!  

Once you are ready to head back along the path, look 
into the trees about halfway along to the fork where 
there are a few boulders on the right-hand edge of the 
path. There is a lovely stone monument against the deer 
fence in memory of Helen Campbell Hughes ‘who loved 
these hills and led others to love them’. She was killed 
by a flying bomb in London on June 30th 1944. 

Back on the path you now take the path to Coy-
lumbridge which is at first mostly through trees. You will 
go through two more gates and across a small foot-
bridge before the path brings you back to Lairig Ghru 
cottage. 

 

Dog owners please note: be-
tween gates 2 and 4 there are 
often sheep grazing.   
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VILLAGE SPRING CLEAN 
– 21ST APRIL 

The Annual Village 
Spring Clean will take 

place on 21st April.  

 
10.30 start time, meet at the Post Office 
12.00 Barbecue in the Community Garden 

What do you get for the clean up? – smart rubber 
gloves, litter picks, bags and designer yellow tabards!!  

What is your recompense? -  burger and 
drink, although you can bring along any ex-
tra food and drink you want to contribute. 
 
 

BOAT OF GARTEN COMMUNITY HALL  
2012 ILLUSTRATED WILDLIFE TALKS   

30 April: Capercaillie by Tim Poole (RSPB) 

The capercaillie is one of Scotland’s most iconic and im-
portant birds but has suffered declines in its recent his-
tory. The Cairngorms are now the most important area 
in Scotland containing up to 75% of all capercaillie. 

7 & 28 May: Osprey News by Roy Dennis MBE 

As part of the Osprey Festival in Boat of Garten, Roy will 
bring the osprey story right up to date with the latest 
news of his studies of colour-ringed individuals and their 
lives, man-made nest building in the UK, satellite track-
ing updates and his travels to The Gambia and Senegal 
to track down wintering ospreys with BBC Au-
tumnwatch. 

14 May: Abernethy – a Forest for the Future  

by Jeremy Roberts (RSPB) 

Abernethy Nature Reserve combines ancient forest with 
tranquil lochs, vast moorlands and spectacular moun-
tains. This talk will describe how the RSPB balances the-
se superb natural characteristics with the need for man-
agement, to safeguard some of Britain's rarest wildlife. 

21 May: Red Kites in the Highlands  

by Brad Chappell (RSPB) 

Telling the story of the re-introduction of the red kite to 
the region and of the feeding station at Tollie, the talk 
also includes a history of the kite and how to identify 
one when out and about. 

4 June: Saving the Highland Tiger by Dr David Hether-
ington 

Find out how cooperation in the countryside and mod-
ern technology are improving our understanding of the 
rarely seen Scottish wildcat to help save it from extinc-
tion. 

11 June: Wildlife, Art and Conservation by Justin Prig-
more 

As Biodiversity Officer for CNPA and a wildlife artist with 
a growing international reputation, working with nature 
has become a way of life for Justin Prigmore. In this talk, 
Justin will share how he combines his passion for art and 
science by having two fulfilling careers. 

18 June: Harlequins in a Hot Tub by Will Boyd-Wallis 

A family adventure - one big tent, two little people and 
seven weeks on foot through the West Fjords of Iceland. 

25 June: Natural History Gems of the Cairngorms Na-
tional Park by Stewart Taylor MBE 

Stewart worked for the RSPB at its Abernethy Forest 
NNR for over 30 years during which time he encouraged 
visits by some of Britain’s natural history experts and 
spent work and leisure time recording and monitoring 
the exciting flora and fauna within one of the most di-
verse range of habitats in the UK.  Birds to bees, flowers 
to fungi, Stewart’s talk will cover some of the key species 
found within the Park. 

 

TEA DANCES 

By Alice Paton 

Badenoch & Strathspey Community Transport Company 
organises tea dances on the last Friday of every month.  
The last one held in the Boat Hall was on 27th January – 
have a look and see if you recognise any faces.   The peo-
ple are not just from the Boat – they come from all 
around.  By the same token, I attend the dances held in 
other villages, so it is always something to look forward 
to each month.  The next one is on 30th March in Kin-
craig, followed up by Newtonmore on 27th April. 

These Tea Dances are great fun – you can go along as a 
single person without feeling out of place, and of course 
there are other groups who know each other well and 
enjoy the event as a chance to get together.  You don’t 
have to worry about getting there – the Transport Com-
pany collect you and deliver you back home at the end 
of the afternoon.  They are also there to provide whatev-
er help is needed during the event.  

We have live music and entertainment.  There is a mix-
ture of instruments – accordion and mouth organ for 
example – and some good vocals.  One lady sings in 
Gaelic – she explains the meanings of the words to us, 
for those who don’t understand!  We have also been 
entertained with some really good jokes.  Whilst you are 
taking in all this, you also have the chance to enjoy a cup 
of tea, sandwiches and cakes, all of which are donated.  
That is all in addition to the dancing, so you can really 
enjoy yourself without having to be a twinkle toes. 

See the photo on the front page. 
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RECREATIONAL USE OF THE BOAT WOODS 

By Jackie Wilson 
 

As a follow up to the drop-in session held on 11th Janu-
ary, a public meeting was organised in the Community 
Hall on 9th February, at which representatives from 
CNPA, SNH  and Seafield Estate made introductory 
presentations in order to set the scene for the discus-
sions to follow.  In particular, Murray Ferguson outlined 
the need for CNPA to pursue its primary aim which was 
to conserve and enhance the natural and cultural herit-
age within the Park, which for the purposes of the 
meeting translated into the specific need to protect the 
capercaillie within our local woods.  This introduction 
was followed up by a really interesting talk from Will 
Anderson, Forestry Manager for Seafield Estate, who 
presented an overview of the history of forestation 
within the Strath and the current management ap-
proaches implemented by the Estate, all of which had to 
comply with a plethora of legislation. 
Ann Elliott from SNH provided an overview of the results 
from the drop-in consultation on 11th January.  The key 
outcomes from that session were: 
 
 The community did not like the idea of closing 

footpaths 
 The duration for proposed restrictions of access 

appeared to be very long (i.e. 1st April until 15th 
August)  

 Half of those who attended were dog walkers; 
there was no particular pattern to the paths used 
by dog walkers 

 People liked to be able to allow their dogs off the 
lead.   

 People did wander off the main paths mainly for 
mushroom picking 

 The best approach was to raise awareness rather 
than introduce compulsory measures 

 
Based on this feedback, Bob Grant, Access Officer for 
CNPA, outlined some proposals which offered possible 
effective measures to help protect the capercaillie, 
noting that 80% of the species resided within the Na-
tional Park.  These five proposals were then the subject 
of a workshop session, when individual groups of 
attendees considered the issues and provided feedback.  
A summary of the proposals is outlined, with responses 
and points raised shown in italics. 
 
1. Ask people to stay on the paths during the prime 
breeding season (1st April – 15th August).  This proposal 
was accepted, its implementation would require sign-
age. Any signs should be removed when not required. 
Primary school children could become involved in design-
ing the signage. The point was made that HOW people 
were asked to comply would be critical.  It was noted 
that the period encompassed both Easter and Summer 
holiday periods. The actual dates were challenged, in 
that the timing of the lek and subsequent nesting was 
dependent on lux levels and general weather conditions. 
2. Plant native vegetation to provide additional 
screening.  This proposal was accepted in general, alt-
hough it was noted that it could potentially have a nega-
tive affect if it was too close to paths, as capercaillie 
liked paths for gritting.  If screens were too high, they 
could impede bird watching – potential to have viewing 
points within the screen to assist bird watchers.  Dead-
wood as well as planting could be used. A few people 
were not in favour of holly planting, albeit it was a na-
tive species, with preference expressed for juniper. 
3. Erect temporary hessian screening as an interim 
measure until the natural planting had time to mature.  
This proposal met with a mostly negative response.  Al-
ternative suggestions were hazel screening or use of  
deadwood and brash. 
4. Keep dogs on the lead from 1st April until 15th 
August in areas of high and medium sensitivity.  Dog 
walkers within the group were prepared to accept this, 
with the proviso that alternative sites were identified 
where dogs could be let off the lead.  It was important 
not to demonise dog walkers – it was felt that peer pres-
sure would re-enforce the message. The result might be 
to push dog walkers into other parts of the forest (near 
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Loch Vaa, along Speyside Way) – the definition of sensi-
tive areas on the maps distributed did not designate the 
category assigned to this wider area of woodlan . Pine 
marten and other predation also affects capercaillie pop-
ulation. 
5. Improve alternative dog walking areas within 
Boat.  The Bonfire Field and the Salmon Trail were identi-
fied as possible alternatives.  (a)  The Bonfire Field 
emerged as the more feasible location, although it also 
had shortcomings – not very attractive walk, possible site 
for future housing, adjacent to areas used by wading 
birds, some requirement for improved fencing.  (b) The 
Salmon Trail appeared to be a less favoured option – it 
was a longer walk, there was a need for extensive fenc-
ing work to protect farm animals, potential impact on 
otters, objections from fishermen if dogs strayed onto 
the path nearer the river. 
 
The means for disseminating the information on the rec-
reational use of the woods was also discussed, including 
the possibility of using Rangers (a popular option to pro-
mote the area from a visitor perspective, for educational 
purposes), publicity via the BOG Standard, local signage 
within the woods and information on the community 
paths leaflet.  In addition, feedback from the group sug-
gested disseminating information via guest houses, hos-
tels, hotels, shops, etc. – included in a Welcome Pack to 
the area. 
In general, it was agreed that there was a need to moni-
tor the effectiveness of any measures implemented. 
 
NB  Offers of help are sought from anyone willing to con-
tribute ideas about content and design of signage, 
leaflets, welcome pack etc.  If you are interested please 
email alisonannfielding@yahoo.co.uk  
 

DESHAR SCHOOL NEWS 

By Annie Forwood 

The Craft Fayre 

(see photo on 

front cover) 

made £160 for 

school funds. 

The kids had 

great fun making 

all the things, 

and from this P5

-7 have learned how to weave on a loom, also some of 

them learned the skill of knitting. 

The pupils are busy just now with their new class project 

on the Rainforest and how it affects our everday lives, 

the eco system and the abundance of animals that live in 

it. 

They will be walking/cycling to/from school on the 23rd 

March to raise money for Sport Relief, they will also be 

selling Sport Relief Sweatbands at £1.50 from the school 

and hopefully the P.O. and M&B's. Buy your band and 

support the school to support this good cause. 

May will see them holding a Coffee/Tea and Art Exhibi-

tion to raise money for McMillian Nurses. 

The P6/7 are a bit disappointed at the lack of snow pre-

venting them at the moment from taking part in the 

schools snow sport programme.  The P7's, however, are 

looking for to their forthcoming annual trip to Edinburgh 

where they become culture vultures. 

 

 

 AMY TAYLOR’S 18TH BIRTHDAY PRESENT 
 
Amy is 18 years old and loves to anything do to with music and singing.  She has played 
Rizzo in the musical Grease and Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz as well as many other parts 
in musicals and plays, most of these being Showboaters productions.  Amy has been a 
member of the Showboaters since she was 9 years old where she was enthusiastically 
encouraged to sing. Amy also enjoys to play guitar and keyboard.  
In her final year at school, Amy and her fellow 6th years’ put on a production of Tutti 
Frutti, with Amy taking the role of Suzi Kettles.  She was delighted to sing with The Lost, 
an accomplished band formed in school.  
For her 18th Birthday in January, Amy’s gift from her family was a trip to a studio in Edin-
burgh to record 3 songs.  Ian at the studio was impressed by her voice and told her fam-
ily “she doesn’t know how good she is“.  Amy was able to record 4 songs as she had the 
first 3 songs recorded well within her studio time!  You can listen to the recordings on 
the internet at www.youtube.com then type in Amy Taylor Jar of Hearts.  

At the beginning of this year Amy joined the Tayside Police Choir in Dundee and is enjoying singing a variety of 
songs.  She has a few engagements lined up with the Choir – singing at T in the Park possibly being one of them!  
Amy is at College in Arbroath studying Early Education and hopes to go on to study primary teaching, although if 
the opportunity ever came along to sing for a living she would definitely pursue it!    

mailto:alisonannfielding@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.youtube.com
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MARK TOMLINSON  
for all your Roofing Work – tiles, slates, 

guttering, felting, chimney stacks, storm 

damage, re-roofs etc. 

                                  +  
property maintenance, agricultural build-

ings, garden work and general handyman  

activities 

Tel:  07984 859812 

Or    07523 444208  

JOHN CAMERON 

Landscaping and Ground Works 

 Landscaping 

 Foundations 

 Driveways 

 Cable Tracks 

 Pipework for Drains etc. 

 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

TELEPHONE:  

07834 733871 
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ILLUSTRATED TALKS SET A NEW RECORD 

By Chris Carter 

When the Illustrated Talks resumed on 13th February, 
after their mid-winter break, with a talk entitled 
‘Running the Corbetts in 70 Days’, a new record attend-
ance of 163 was set.   

The speaker, Manny Gorman, who lives in Kingussie, is 
renowned for his feats of 
endurance in hill-running.  
As the Community Hall 
filled rapidly, it was soon 
evident that, in addition 
to the regular audience, 
large numbers of the hill-
running fraternity were 
keen to hear Manny tell 

the story of his successful attempt in 2009 to get to the 
summits of all 219 Corbetts without the use of any pow-
ered transport.  It had taken him two years to plan how 
best to tackle this task, devising the best route for run-
ning, cycling or sailing between the Corbetts, and check-
ing carefully what the ascents would be like if he was 
approaching from  directions other than those described 
in the guide book.  Although the Corbetts are not as high 
as the Munros, climbing them all in a short space of time 
was probably more difficult, because they are more 
spread out over the whole of Scotland, including several 
islands and the Southern Uplands, and generally they are 
not so grouped together in ridges like the Munros.  As a 
result, not only are the distances between them general-
ly greater, but the height drop and re-ascent between 
each one is also greater.   

Manny explained how he started his record attempt on 
the island of Harris and then worked his way down the 
west coast in the sailing boat, climbing the Corbetts on 
Skye, Rum, Mull, Ju-
ra and Arran, before 
landing on the Ayr-
shire coast to tackle 
those in the South-
ern Uplands.  From 
there a long cycle 
ride took him to the 
Loch Lomond area, 
from where he be-
gan a tortuous journey, winding his way back and forth, 
gradually making his way northwards by cycling and run-
ning, eventually to finish his journey on Ben Loyal near 
Tongue on the north coast. 

But this journey was not without incident - becalmed off 
the west coast on one day and caught in a storm the 
next, falling off his mountain bike and injuring his knee, 
seeing a golden eagle sitting on a rock just below him 
and an accident involving his partner, Brenda, when she 

ended up in Raigmore hospital.  All of these and many 
more stories were told in great humour with the aid of 
superb slides. It would be no exaggeration to say that 
the audience was overawed both by the task Manny had 
set himself and by the way in which he overcame the 
many difficulties to achieve it.   

Following such an inspiring talk was not going to be easy, 
but Douglas Richardson managed it very successfully on 
27th February when he gave a talk entitled: ‘The Highland 
Wildlife Park: From Local Attraction to Global Player’.  
Douglas explained how the Wildlife Park had begun as a 
private venture in the 1970s, primarily as a local visitor 
attraction focusing on wildlife which either now, or in 
the past, lived in the Highlands. By the 1980s the park 
was struggling financially and was taken over by the Roy-

al Zoological Society of Scotland, 
which also runs Edinburgh Zoo.  
Financial difficulties continued, 
however, until a policy decision 
was made to widen the park’s 
remit to include not just Highland 
animals, but cold climate animals 
from all over the world, with a 
focus on endangered species.  
Since then many new species of 

animal have arrived at the park, including the European 
Bison, Przewalski Horse, Japanese Macaque, Yak, Wild 
Reindeer, Kiang, Himalayan Blue Sheep, Bactrian Camel, 
Red Panda and most famously the Amur Tigers, the Polar 
Bears and very recently two female Musk Ox. 

Several of these animals are the only specimens in the 
UK, and in many 
cases successful 
breeding has taken 
place, enabling 
exchanges with 
zoos and wildlife 
parks in other 
countries to take 
place. The Amur Tigers and the Polar Bears in particular 
have led to a huge increase in visitor numbers and the 
long-term future of the park now seems assured. 

Douglas’s talk was beautifully illustrated and very in-
formative.  His great depth of knowledge and his enthu-
siasm for the work of the park became very obvious, to 
say nothing of his sense of humour in de-bunking some 
of the myths which surround certain animals.  

 

The next and last talk in this winter’s series is ‘The Dhau-
lagiri Circuit and Dhampus Peak: A less well-known 
Himalayan trek in an area adjacent to the Annapurnas’, 
by local resident Mike Martin, on Monday 12th March at 
7.30 pm. 
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 Alban Tree Care & Consultancy 

Graduate tree specialists 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

All aspects of Tree surgery 

Consultancy from tree surveys to woodland 

management  

Mobile Sawmilling 

Firewood - Hard/softwood or mixed loads, split 

or logs 

Wood chip for garden use 

Wood splitter hire 

For a free quote or information please call us or visit our website: 

    01479 821659 or 07595 300026  

  www.albantreecare.com  albantreecare@me.com 
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THE LITTLE OLD HOUSE 

By Margaret Riley 

Dear little house as you site alone 

Do you brood over days gone by? 

Do you long for the patter of little feet, 

The sound of a baby’s cry? 

Do you fancy you hear when daylight comes 

The sound of a rooster’s crow? 

A new day is here and there’s work to do 

The chores are waiting you know. 

Do you smile once again when you think of the days 

When your rooms were filled with noise? 

The happy laughter of little girls 

The wrestling of little boys. 

Do you yearn to hear at the close of the day 

The creak of the rocking chair? 

As a mother sings to her little babe and 

Holds him with loving care. 

Do you fancy you hear at eventide 

When the light begins to wane 

The shouts of children and a tinkling bell 

As the cows come down the lane? 

Do you still smell the smoke from the Smithy forge 

As it curled towards the sky? 

Do you hear the call of the lapwing 

On the moorland close by? 

Do you still hear the lilt of the violin, 

The sound of a song so sweet? 

The quickening notes of a melodeon 

The dancing of happy feet? 

Do you feel again the terrible pain 

When death claimed a loved one dear 

And you gathered the rest in loving arms 

And soothed away heartache and fear? 

How many times have your doors swung wide 

To welcome the travellers there? 

You’ve warmed them, fed them and bade them rest 

And sheltered them with care. 

No matter what faults or failings they had 

Or their colour, race or creed 

You ne’er turned them away from your hearth 

But ministered to their need. 

I wonder, do houses feel pain or loss 

When dear ones leave the nest? 

Do you long to gather them once again 

To hold to your loving breast? 

 

But you cannot speak and we’ll never know 

As you sit ‘neath your sagging beams 

Do you feel sore, sad and all alone 

Or contented with your dreams? 

All through the 

years you have 

done your best 

And our love will 

never cease 

For the dear little 

house that was 

our home 

God bless you 

and grant you 

peace. 

 

ARCHAEOLOGY CLASSES UPDATE 

By Jackie Wilson 

If you didn’t have an opportunity to see the Community 

Timeline display in the Boat Hall, or indeed in Aviemore 

Library, there is still an opportunity to view the infor-

mation at the following venues - 

Landmark, Carrbridge—5-30 March 

Explore Abernethy—2-20 April 

This work was the result of a series of classes funded by 

The Heritage Lottery Fund, European Community High-

land LEADER Programme.  They were led by Susan Kruse 

and held in the Community 

Hall last Autumn. 

Some of the finds from the 

area are also illustrated in 

the exhibition, including an 

annular brooch from Nethy Bridge which probably dates 

to around the 13th Century.  More recent illustrations 

include some of the sleeper houses still to be found in 

Boat of Garten (See Muirton Cottage above). 

 

Muirton Cottage—built by Margaret Riley’s 

grandfather 
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THE LAST POST... 

By Alison Greggans 

Well, where did that year go? I feel 
I’m just getting to know faces and 
names and people .... and now its time to leave! I have 
really enjoyed living, working and playing in your beautiful 
part of Scotland. Thank you for your warm welcome for 
me, and your receptiveness toward my role – helping 
communities and the RSPB work more effectively togeth-
er. This takes far longer than one year, but helping set up 
and lead the Health Walks has been a great way to meet 
people in your community and hopefully make new 
friends and acquaintances. Also, attending your Communi-
ty Council meetings monthly has helped me appreciate 
and feed back to the RSPB,  just how active, inventive, 
practical and resourceful this community is. But this came 
as no surprise as the RSPB knew this already!  

Twelve months have passed and Richard has appointed 
his Osprey Team who will be with you in just over a 
month’s time, as will those two feathery super stars who I 
know this community cherish. Let’s hope EJ and Odin re-
turn safely raise another brood and that visitors ‘flock’ to 
your Osprey Festival to celebrate their return in style. I 
also hope that all your plans for Station Square and the 
games area come to fruition and that I will be back visiting 
again. 

 
Friends of the Community Garden 
For your diaries: 

First spring tidy-up will be on  

Saturday 31st March at 2 p.m. for an hour  
This will make it look cared for to impress Easter visitors. 

  
Heathers need to be cut back, twigs  picked up and dead 
bits need to be cut. At the moment, the crocuses have 
been terrific as the weather has been so good. Crocuses 
often get damaged by rain, but not this year, (yet) ! 
There will be a picnicky cup of tea and a nibble and chat at 

the end 
 
Hope you can come... 
All volunteers welcome 
Sue Murray  
831012 
 

 

 

VIRTUALLY FAMOUS 

By Emma Macdonald 

Virtually Famous started this term with some excellent 
auditions... what were they auditioning for? You’ll have to 
wait and see! 
Each member of the group was asked to prepare a five 

minute audition that included acting, singing and dancing. 
They did not disappoint, quite the contrary. The group 
have now done three sets of auditions over the last few 
years, and we are astounded by the improvements, both 
in skill and in confidence levels. 
We've even found a great wee script to tackle... but we're 
going to keep it under wraps for a while to see how we get 
on with it. By the time you read this, the casting will have 
been done and we'll all be busy learning lines and prac-
tising songs.  
The group is getting stronger and stronger. We currently 
have 18 members, as well as six regular leaders, all work-
ing hard together to make our sessions lots of fun. 
Watch this space... maybe in the next issue, we'll let our 
secret out and give you all a night to remember!  

 
HALL NEWS 

from Lorraine Macpherson 

Since the last BOG Standard, the hall has had a photo vol-
taic solar panel system installed on the roof. With bank 
interest rates not yielding much at the moment, the Direc-
tors decided to invest in a system which will have a reve-
nue stream for years to come and it fits in nicely with us 
being an eco- friendly building. The ordinary solar panels 
continue to provide our hot water and the ground source 
heat system ensures our hall is always cosy and welcom-
ing for the many folk who use it. 

We had a brilliant Hogmanay Ceilidh this year – the dance 
floor was full from the word “go” and the Andrew Mac-
donald Ceilidh Band played us into 2012 with style. Thanks 
to the Boat Hotel and to Andersons for providing stovies 
for everyone – they were heartily enjoyed! 

The summer season of wildlife talks begin on 30th April 
and will run every Monday night until 25 June. The first 
talk on 30th April is about the Capercaillie – quite contro-
versial with all the recent consultation that has been going 
on in Boat, but it should be interesting. These talks are for 
everyone, including residents, and if you want to find out 
a bit more about the wildlife on your doorstep, then come 
along. We have got a good range of speakers so you won’t 
be disappointed. 

The Auction this year will be on Saturday 25th August so if 
you’re having a clear out, be sure and save your stuff for 
the sale. Since last year, the old village hall has been sold 
so we no longer have a storage facility in the run up to this 
event. Goods can still be handed in during the week be-
fore the sale - I’m sure we’ll find a space somewhere! 

The Directors continue to meet on a monthly basis so if 
you’ve any queries or issues to raise with them please feel 
free to contact any of them direct. Names and contact 
numbers are on the hall’s website on 
www.boatofgarten.com under Hall Management. 

 

http://www.boatofgarten.com
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CARTERS TRADITIONAL FISH & CHIPS 

MONDAY — NETHYBRIDGE 

TUESDAY—TOMATIN 

WEDNESDAY— NEWTONMORE 

THURSDAY— BOAT OF GARTEN 

FRIDAY— CARRBRIDGE 

SATURDAY— KINCRAIG 

4.30PM— 8PM DAILY 

PHONE AND COLLECT 07713 643009 



OSPREY FESTIVAL  5-7 MAY 
A Weekend of Activities and Events for all the Family 

Boat of Garten is in a wonderful location for wildlife watching and outdoor activities and the Community Company is 

running the Osprey Festival to celebrate this.  We are delighted that Speyside Wildlife is sponsoring the Festival. 

WORKSHOPS 

Making Dragonflies        £2 

Making Pinecone Bird Feeders       £2 

Painting on Stones         £2 

Making Textile Animals with K’outure       £3 

Drumming Workshop and Evening Performance with Drumfun  £12 

Special offer for Locals:  Buy a Day Ticket for Saturday for all the workshops for only £15 

Pavement Art         £2 

Storytelling with Saranne Bish       £3 

Pond Dipping at Milton Loch       £3 

Try Golf and Putting Competition      £1 

Archery          £7 

Cycle Train Quest—Mountain Bike orienteering/clue hunting  £3/£2 (Cycle hire extra) All Day Sunday, start when 

               it suits you 

Special offer for locals:  Buy a Day Day Ticket for Sunday for all the workshops for only £12 

DOUBLE SPECIAL FOR LOCALS:  BUY A WEEKEND TICKET FOR ALL THE WORKSHOPS FOR ONLY  £25 

GUIDED WALKS 

Taster Guided Wildlife Walks by Speyside Wildlife - where to go  

and how to look to see the local wildlife     £3 (Saturday and Sunday, 1030, 1200, 1400 and 1600) 

Bat Walks—guided walk around the village in search of bats  £10 

Badger Hide—see the badgers come out to feed and play  £10 

Wildlife Hide—see a variety of wildlife, incl. birds, pine martens, etc £10  

EVENING EVENTS 

Saturday 5th May—Celtic Rock and Ceilidh with Box of Bananas at 1930     Tickets £15 

Sunday 6th May—Sir John Lister-Kaye talks about his long career in nature conservation and travel Tickets £6 

Monday 7th May—Talk by Roy Dennis, the Osprey Story        Tickets £4.50 

 

Race the Steam Train organized by Cairngorm Runners on Sunday 6th May—a running race with a difference! 

Could you get from the playing field to the level crossing in Aviemore before the train does? 

See www.cairngormrunners.org for details 

FREE EVENTS 

Mobile Skate Park (Weather Permitting)  Art Exhibition  Entry to Craft Fair 

 

Tickets for all events will be on sale to Locals on 2nd April 

And to the general public from 16th April 

SATURDAY 

SUNDAY 

Saturday and Sunday 

evenings 
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