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Boat of Garten’s Community Newsletter             Issue No. 45 Winter 2014 

Sponsored by 

1896  
EIGHTEEN  

NINETY SIX 

GALLERY 

 &COFFEE SHOP 

Delivered Free, £1 in Shops 

Lorraine and Family, 2012 

 

Mary and Family—See pages 14 & 16 

Wee Bogees—See page 6 

A Little Loco Difficulty —Photo by John Davison 

Mary enjoying the outdoors with Ben 

Nevis in the background 

See Page 8 

Lorraine on the golf course 

See pages 15 & 16 
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BOG Standard is published by the Community Council, which appoints the Editor and underwrites the costs not covered by 

advertising.  Articles published express the views of the authors and not the Council or Editor, unless otherwise stated. 

Welcome to our Winter edition.  Whilst we look forward  to Christmas, and reflect on the many activities that have taken place 
in the village over the past three months, this edition is also tinged with sadness at the loss of two very respected and loved 
members of our community—Lorraine MacPherson and Mary Clark.  Both are remembered in words and photos on pages 14-
16.  These tributes have been compiled with the help of their families, friends and colleagues.  But there are happier stories to 
celebrate as well—the success of the Youth Club, teenagers who are spreading their wings and whose exploits are recorded on 
page 3, the continued success of Wee Bogees,  Strathspey Winds, TOMS and the involvement of the school in activities led by 
our RSPB Ranger—and of course we await with anticipation the Brigobroon production by Showboaters. 
There has been a lot happening to the infrastructure of the village—a new gallery has opened (sponsors of this  
edition), the new waste water treatment plant is currently being installed and underground electricity cables have been laid.  
Some information on change within the wider area has been omitted, due to lack of space, but it has been well covered in the 
local press.  As always, there is particular focus on the people who contribute towards making the village such a vibrant place 
to live in and to visit. 
Our next BOG Standard will look different, in that it will be published in full colour.  This is being launched as a trial during 
2015, as the printing will obviously cost more.  However, we are well supported by local businesses who faithfully advertise 
with us, so we hope that the income generated will cover our additional costs.  It will be well worth a try, and will greatly  
enhance the reproduction of photos and other artwork. 
It only remains to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a  
prosperous New Year, on behalf of the Community Council and all  
involved in the production and distribution of the BOG Standard. 

 

Boat of Garten Waste Water Treatment Works - Update 
 
The Boat of Garten WWTW Construction Team would like to thank all 
the local residents for their patience during the works being carried 
out at Boat of Garten. We would like to especially thank those directly 
affected by the works and those in the neighbouring properties. 
We are currently programmed to complete works on the main site in 
June next year. The majority of the heavy civil installation is complete 
and we are moving onto electrical and mechanical installation. 
 The Sewer upsizing works has proved particularly challenging. How-
ever the permanent reinstatement was completed on Nethybridge 
Road on the 7th of November 2014. There is still a section of  
permanent reinstatement at the bridge directly in front of the site 
entrance. This will be permanently reinstated in the new year with the 
remaining section of sewer upsizing on Drumuillie Road. 
Work has commenced on Drumuillie Road and continues into the new 
year. We expect to complete the final reinstatement in January 
(weather permitting). The road will be temporarily in-filled over the 
Christmas period to minimise disruption. 
Trish Wilson 
Scottish Water 

A raffle at the recent Village Hall 

Open at Boat of Garten Golf &  

Tennis Club raised almost £500 for 

Hall funds - Jacqui Bell from Boat of 

Garten Community Hall is pictured 

accepting a cheque from the Club 

Secretary Nigel McConachie.   

New Tank arrives 

(Photos by Alison Grant) 

Jackie Wilson, Editor 

Email: jack.ian@btinternet.com 

01479 831056  

A lovely walk along the coast at Cromarty 
raised £830 for WaterAid—organised by Sue 
Murray and enjoyed by all who took part 
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Jessica Louise Barlow 

Many in the village will 
know Jessica from the time 
she spent under the care 
and parenting of Heidi 
Spencer. On 23rd October, 
Jessica posted the  
following message on her 
facebook page after receiv-
ing a “Believe in your  
Success” award: 
 

“I don’t usually like posting stuff like this, but last night I 
was thankful to receive an award for being a successful 
young person brought up within the care and after care 
system.  I’m posting this to show young people who have 
been through the fostering and social work system that, 
no matter how hard your life has been, you can achieve 
anything you want.  I do feel a lot of young people in 
“the system” do get a lot of bad press, but the amount 
of young people receiving awards last night was out-
standing!  Thank you to my foster mum, Heidi Spencer, 
and her family Julia and Frank Spencer, Evril Spencer and 
Kalli and Shannon Spencer. 
 
 

New York Trip 2014 
By Victoria Derrick 
 
In October, I was lucky enough to be given the oppor-
tunity to go on a performing arts trip with 49 other  
pupils from Grantown  
Grammar School, which also 
included Eva Eastwood from 
Boat of Garten. The trip was 
for a week and included lots 
of amazing experiences. I 
visited places such as Liberty 
Island, Ground Zero, Empire 
State Building, Central Park, 
Times Square and many 
more. We saw “Carmen” at 

the Metropolitan Opera 
House, the musical “Once” on 
Broadway and had a drama 
workshop and a hip hop 
dance tour. We were staying 
at the West Side YMCA on the 
west side of Central park and 
were taken to a different 
place to eat every night,  
including the Hard Rock Cafe, 
Ellen’s Stardust Diner, Planet 
Hollywood and John’s Shang-

hai restaurant. My favourite experience was visiting the 
Statue of Liberty. The weather was fantastic as it was 
very sunny and warm. It was an amazing experience and 
I would love to visit again. 
 

Dear friends     December 2014 

The Christmas season is upon us and once again we can 
be dismayed by all that needs to be done.  The result is 
that many people do not particularly relish this time of 
year.  It certainly can be a hectic period for many. 

Maybe, though, by reflecting on the original story of the 
birth of Jesus, we can be more open to God’s message to 
us, more quiet in spirit, and more enthused as we  
prepare to celebrate this amazing event in our homes, 
work places, community and churches. 

In the account of Luke, a 1st century doctor, he tells us 
many significant aspects of how God provided us with a 
Saviour.  Have a look for yourself in chapter 2 vs 1-20.  

 The birth was in Bethlehem.  This had been proph-
esied hundreds of years before. 

 The heavenly choir announced the arrival of this  
special Son of God. 

 The shepherds were amongst the first to hear this 
good news that was for all people, that God’s 
Messiah had been born.  We wonder at them  
returning to their sheep having seen the baby  
Jesus and “glorifying and praising God”. 

 They spread the word of this dramatic event, and 
many were enthralled. 

A great man who lived centuries ago, St Ambrose, wrote 
of Jesus ..... 

“He is little and weak, that you may be great and strong.  
He is bound in swaddling clothes, that you may be un-
bound from the fetters of death.  He is on earth, that you 
may be in heaven.”  

This child has come to bring us to God, to free us from 
our wrongs, to give us a lasting peace, to be our faithful 
friend for ever. The desire of this Christ, who lived and 
died and was raised to life again, is for us all to open our 
hearts to Him, to journey through life with Him, and to 
celebrate all He is and has done.   

All being well, you will receive a Christmas card from the 
Boat of Garten Church with details of our services and 
events.  We would love you to join us. 

Wishing you a very happy Christmas and a good New 
Year 2015.  

Donald Walker 
 

Who hides in the bakery at Christmas?  

The mince spy. 
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 STRATHSPEY WINDS  
By Jane Kerr 

The Strathspey Winds started as a group learning project 
in November 2009.  At that time most of the members 
had never played a woodwind instrument before and to 
begin with they borrowed or hired instruments or, used 
those left behind by their children. They have since been 
joined by other players and are always happy to  
welcome new members. They practise in the Community 
Hall at Boat of Garten on Monday afternoons from  
October to the end of March and on Monday mornings 
in April, May, June and September.  This has a lot to do 
with various golf commitments! 

The group has had a busy time this last year.  In Nov-
ember 2013 they played at a fund-raising “Soup Suite” in 
Kincraig Hall in aid of the Badenoch and Strathspey  
Music Festival Association.  Their programme included 
an arrangement of Schubert’s ‘The Trout’, a jazzy  
number called ‘Blues Band’, ‘Over the Rainbow’, and AB-
BA’s ‘Money, Money, Money’   

On a terribly snowy evening at the beginning of Decem-
ber that year they played Handel’s ‘Water Music’ and 
some carols at “Light up the Highlands” in Grantown, 
again fundraising, this time for the Highland Hospice and 
later in December they played as part of the entertain-
ment for the Christmas party at Nethy church with some 
Christmas favourites.  The Strathspey Winds have again 
been asked to play at Kincraig – on 15 November this 
time, and may play at Nethy Christmas party too. 

The group has taken part in the Badenoch and  
Strathspey Music Festival every year since 2011 and this 
year gained a well deserved Distinction for their playing 
of a Sousa march which the adjudicator said “had plenty 
of joie-de-vivre” and Jamaican Rumba which was 
deemed to be a “stylish performance”.  

They tackle music from the 16th – 20th centuries – from 
Thomas Morley and Purcell to Kurt Weill, Shostakovich 
and The Carpenters – all carefully arranged to suit! 

Anyone interested in learning more about the group can 
contact Jane Kerr on 07510728261. 

 

What do you call a gigantic polar bear? 

Nothing, you just run away. 

How can we improve Milton Loch and Woodland for all 
our benefit?  

Can you help in any way?  
This need was identified at the Community  
Consultation as one of our objectives.  
There will be an informal  
 

PUBLIC MEETING, on Thursday 22nd JANUARY, 
in the LOUNGE at the COMMUNITY HALL. 7:30 pm. 
 
Please come and contribute your ideas and infor-
mation. 
This meeting will start a process where we gather all  
relevant information together, record what has  
happened to the area previously, and set out what the 
Community would like to see there in the short and  
longer term.  To save reinventing wheels we are going to 
assess all the info we have and put it into a rolling  
management plan following standard procedures for 
closed landfill sites. 
Volunteers are needed to join a Milton Loch Group to 
take this forward; if you’d like to be part of this or have 
particular skills, interest or information PLEASE COME 
or get in touch  with Alison at the Community Council 
(alisonannfielding@yahoo.co.uk or tel: 831649).   
Just for your information the suggested structure for the 
rolling management plan is as follows:- 
 
Part 1: Description of the lochan, landfill/tipped area, 
woodland, inlets & outlets to loch, and its setting; 
Part 2: Legal status and statutory guidance re landfill 
area, water tests & phase 1 survey; 
Part 3: Recent & historical management & use; 
Part 4: Routine management and maintenance, short, 
medium and long term aims; 
Part 5: Detailed plan following from this to guide the 
community work and also form the basis for grant appli-
cation etc. when required.    

Whooper 

Swans on 

Milton 

Loch—

photos by 

Steve 

Goodall 

mailto:alisonannfielding@yahoo.co.uk
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Wee Bogees  
By Kim Silverwood 
 
The Wee Bogee's group 
started Autumn with 
Painting in the Forest, 
kindly organised by Jana 
Hajkova.  Canvases were 
strung between the trees, 
and on the fences on Fairy 
Hill for the children to 
paint on. There was a 
great mix of paint brushes 
and hands in on the action, and some beautiful artworks 
were created.  This was also a farewell to Jana and her 
son Jonas from Wee Bogees as they move onto Deshar 
Nursery.  Jana's energy and creative activities were 
hugely appreciated and will be much missed.  
 
With the start of the new school year, we also lost Carol 
Walsh, our previous Secretary.  A big thanks to Carol for 
helping keep Wee Bogees alive and organised.   
 
Allison, from Care & Learning Alliance (CALA) continues 
to visit monthly, and brings us a variety of interesting 
activities, information and songs.  We recently had an 
edible paint painting session.  The paint was made from 
yoghurt and food colouring - a fantastic activity for the 
really wee ones who still like to put everything in their 
mouth.  Allison also gave the children a popular activity 
with uncooked rice that had been coloured with food 
colouring.  The kids could get into the rice with their 
hands, enjoying the textures and making use of a range 
of cups and utensils to stir, pour and scoop the rice up.  
We had a fun Halloween Party with everyone dressed in 
their best Halloween costumes.  We had pumpkins, skel-
etons, witches, zombies and a devil.  There were lots of 
fun treats to eat.  Some of the older kids got stuck into 
their crafts, making beautiful pictures of bats flying 
across a silver moon, with lots of added decoration.  
 
Wee Bogees meet on Friday's at the hall, from 10am - 
12pm.  Everyone is welcome!  
 

 
From the Lineside 
By Brian Tolson 
The main running season is now over 
and when I look back on it I believe the 
Railway can be quite happy with the way in which it has 
performed in 2014. On a like for like basis, remembering 
that we’ve run 23 less days than 2013, our passenger 
numbers are up 14%. Given that 2013 was 17% up on 
2012 we’re clearly making progress in attracting more 
visitors to come to the Railway. Operationally, whilst we 
have had the odd difficulty, generally the year has gone 
well and, despite the hot dry weather, we didn’t have to 

cancel a single service this year (unlike 2013!). Our  
Family days have gone from strength to strength with 
both August’s Peppa Pig event and this year’s Santa  
Specials completely sold out. The Santa’s tell an inter-
esting story. Sold out in 4 weeks despite putting extra 
trains into the schedule. We marketed these trains  
primarily via Facebook and one of our posts has been 
seen by over 460k people. Not bad for a little Railway in 
the Highlands of Scotland! 
On a more local basis, we’ve made some progress at 
Boat Yard this year. The old water tower has gone, as 
has the rubble from the Station yard renovation. We’re 
now starting to get rid of some of the old coaches that 
we no longer require. More will go next year – and, 
hopefully, we won’t have any trailers with broken axles 
under the bridge in 2015. What I would commend, in 
particular, has been the presentation of Boat Station 
with the floral arrangements outstanding. 
As far as the extension to Grantown is concerned we 
continue to make slow but steady progress. We now 
have planning permission to lay track as far as the A95 
and work will be starting on this pretty soon. We’re  
continuing to do the work needed to get the TAWS 
(Transport and Works Order Scotland) for the A95  
tunnel and then on to Grantown. The work needed for 
this should not be underestimated. An independent eco-
nomic benefit report, an independent environmental 
report (costing in the region of £75k), 18 statutory  
objectors (people like utilities, CNPA, SNH etc) who have 
to object if only to get the lines of their cables, pipelines 
and such like recognised, the local estates and then the 
tenants of the farms. The list goes on and on!! If you 
think that the last TAWS issued was for the £ 350 million 
Border Railway you might get some idea of what we’re 
having to do. 
The downsides? Well really the volunteer situation has 
not improved in 2014. In fact, it’s probably got worse 
and I can’t see it getting better in 2015. The reality is 
that our local catchment area (within 1 hour of  
Aviemore) is less than 100k people and given the  
number of times that we’ve tried to recruit “local”  
volunteers it seems unlikely that there are many more 
to be found in the local area. This means recruiting  
further afield which, in turn, brings a different set of 
challenges. We’ve not been able to open Boat Station 
every day this year which is unfortunate but simply a 
reflection of the shortage of people. It’s unlikely that the 
situation will be any better in 2015. 
 
Oh Dr Beeching! 
Time was when 
railway coaches 
ran on railway 
track! 
Photo by Steve 
Goodall 
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Ride like a Grrl – September 27th 2014 
By Sara Riach 
It was summer so naturally everybody I knew was talking 
exercise so I decided that the only way to be included in 
this chat was to actually do something active. I decided 
that mountain biking sounded fun and then out of the 
blue a link on Face book popped up about a local cycle 
challenge called ‘Ride like a Grrl’. Innocently I pressed the 
button, read the link, thought it sounded good and then 
carried on thinking about cycling whilst sitting on the  
sofa. Moments later I received an email stating that I was 
taking part in a race.  
Now, I could have just said No but I decided this was 
what I needed. Good old fashioned pressure. I had a 
bike, I had a helmet and I had Lycra cycling shorts. Apart 
from the humiliation of wearing Lycra in public there was 
really nothing else to stop me and I even managed to 
persuade my sister in law to join me in my adventure.  
The ride was 25km so I naturally started slowly,  
completing my first 1km lap both successfully and easily. 
This built up over the weeks and 10 Km seemed like a 
walk in the park and another 15Km was looking achiev-
able. My lovely neighbours –The Crescent cycling team – 
volunteered to take me out on a ride. The sun was  
shining, the mood of the team was high and my shorts 
even felt comfortable but that was when stationary. 
Once we set off it was soon apparent that I was riding 
with two skilled and competitive cyclists. Turning around 
to put my stabilisers on was not an option, I was on a 
bumpy ride and I needed to get a grip and start Riding 
like a grrl.  
There were bumps, slopes, vertical drops, never ending 
hills and boulders to dodge and this was only the practice 
run. When the race details were released I soon realised 
we had gone around the course the opposite way which 
meant that all the big hills I rapidly flew down would 
mean I would have to painfully trudge up.  
The main day arrived and Boat of Garten proudly had 
four riders – Olga Dean hart, Lorna Cormack, Jo Blair and 
I all met at Glenmore full of adrenaline, fancy dress  
costumes and finding many familiar faces to have a pre-
race chat to. Positions were taken- naturally my strategy 
was to be nearer to the back - the countdown began, we 
all cheered and off we pedalled.  
The Ryvoan pass was tough, the Sluggan was hell but all 
the bits in between could only be described as enjoyable. 
It was great to see my family marshalling at the end of 
Tulloch to keep me going. Likewise, seeing Ali Trinder 
after Badeguish was a much needed friendly face and 
source of encouragement as I felt as my legs were no 
longer moving and my bike was cycling through treacle. 
The last part off to Glenmore lodge seemed like climbing 
Mount Everest yet a huge smile and sense of achieve-
ment came over me as we saw Annie Forward at the  
finish Line.  

The initial response was never again, but since then we 
have all said we would definitely be riding like a grrl 
again in 2015…..so watch out for girls on their bikes. 

Boat of Garten Church Guild 
By Mina Johnson 

 
An article should never begin with sad news but allow 
me to make an exception with this one.  Recently the 
Guild lost a very dear and loyal friend with the death of 
Mary Clark. As a member for many years she lived and 
breathed the Church and Guild. It is said that no one is 
indispensable, and that maybe true, but some are much 
missed. That will be Mary. 
Members of the Guild continue to pursue the aim which 
is to unite members in the dedication of their lives to the 
Lord Jesus Christ through worship, fellowship and ser-
vice. Already this session we have had three different, 
but engaging, speakers. Rev Mary Duncanson led us 
through the ups and downs, with much perseverance, of 
her route to the Ministry. The concept of "How to Share" 
was explored and discussed by the members under the 
guidance of Judith Walker. With pictures and a fasci-
nating account by Liz Johnstone we all went trekking in 
Morocco. Few of us will ever think of attempting such an 
adventure but what a thrill to be there with words and 
pictures. And a sample of Moroccan biscuits. 
In order to raise awareness of the aim and work of the 
Guild members took part in a dedication service in the 
Church on Sunday 16th November. The theme for the 
morning was to "Reach Out" to our small community by 
making ourselves aware of some of the needs of those 
around us. Reach out and do something that might allevi-
ate some of today's problems. Very practical Fellowship 
and Service. 
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A.W. Laing Ltd would like to wish employees, sub-

contractors, friends and customers all the best for 

2015 and thank them for their continued support. 

        
 Alban Tree Care & Consultancy 

Graduate tree specialists 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

All aspects of Tree surgery 

Consultancy from tree surveys to woodland 

management  

Mobile Sawmilling 

Firewood - Hard/softwood or mixed loads, 

split or logs 

Wood chip for garden use 

Wood splitter hire 

For a free quote or information please call us 

        or visit our website: 

    01479 821659 or 07595 300026  

  www.albantreecare.com  albantreecare@me.com 
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Vodafone Mobile Signal Upgrade  
By Stewart Blair 

On behalf of the Community Council, I am acting as 
‘Village Champion’ for our application to Vodafone to be 
part of their enhanced rural signal programme and 
thank all the businesses and individuals who have 
agreed in principle to have signal units attached to their 
premises. Boat of Garten has been selected by Vodafone 
as a potential location subject to their technical assess-
ments. The following information has been received: 

“We’re looking forward to bringing Vodafone 3G cover-
age to your community soon. We’d like to thank you for 
your efforts in acting as Village Champion so far and rec-
ognise your local MP’s support too. 

Although we’ve carried out a review of your application, 
over the next few months our technical teams will be 
carrying out assessments to ensure Open Sure Signal will 
be effective in your community. You may see our engi-
neers surveying your local area as there are still a few 
critical assessments which have to be carried out. 

Our technical teams will be: 

 Conducting broadband speed checks to ensure 
Open Sure Signal technology will perform  
optimally in your community. 

 Analysing our future plans for the spread of cover-
age from our planned network upgrades and  
investment - to ensure Rural Open Sure Signal is 
the best solution for your community. 

 Surveying your community and proposed sites for 
the Open Sure Signal units to ensure their loca-
tions are most effective in providing widespread 
coverage. 

If any issues are raised during the assessment and sur-
vey stages we’ll work with you to mitigate them success-
fully, whether it’s identifying alternative sites for units 
within your community, or waiting until high speed 
broadband is actually delivered in your area. 

We have issued a press release naming your community 
along with others. If your community successfully passes 
all assessments, and once the technology is live, we’ll 
work with you to host an event where we can invite 
your MP and local media along to celebrate the arrival of 
3G in your community. 

Please bear in mind that this this still the shortlist stage, 
and your community isn’t guaranteed a secure spot on 
our Rural Open Sure Signal programme until all assess-
ments have been carried out.“ 

I will keep the community updated on progress through 
BOG Standard and community council meetings. 
 
 

Bonfire  2014 
Well that’s another year done 
and yet again an amazing  
success. Once again the event 
went to plan and everybody 
came together to make it 
work. Yet again we had a great 
mix of parents, ex parents and other locals come to-
gether to build the bonfire, make soup, sell hotdogs, 
shake buckets & light fireworks. Even more importantly 
we had a huge turn out, possibly the biggest yet. Thank 
you to all who made the effort to come along and enjoy 
the event. 
The monies raised at this event all go towards events 
and equipment for the pupils at Deshar, the first will be 
the annual trip to the Inverness Pantomime. I’m sure Mr 
Edge is excited about the prospect of getting back on the 
stage with the Dames. 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank everybody on 
behalf of Deshar Parent Council, who helped make the 
event happen, especially; 
 Jimmy Ritchie, Kinchurdy 

Farm 
 BSW  
 Graham MacPherson  

Electical 
 Anderson’s Restaurant 
 Andrew MacInnes 
 Cairngorm Brewery 
 Stephen Blair Tree Surgery 
 Boat Hotel 
 Boat of Garten Golf Club 
 Community Council 
Again, many thanks to everyone. 
Stewart Blair 
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 Scottish Rural Parliament  

Scotland’s first Rural Parliament held 
in Oban on 5th November 2014 
closed with a Call for Action to 
achieve a more empowered, con-
nected and sustainable rural Scot-
land. Over 400 delegates gathered 
for the 3 day event discussing a range 
of rural issues with local democracy 
and the need to bring power closer 
to communities emerging as a strong 
theme throughout. An overwhelming 
majority of participants agreed in the 
final session that the Rural Parlia-
ment should continue. 
www.scottishruralparliament.org.uk 

The Cabinet Secretary for Rural 
Affairs, Richard Lockhead, announced 
at the Scottish Rural Parliament that 
funding for the Scottish Rural Net-
work is set to double to £4million 
over the next 6 years of the Scottish 
Rural development programme. 
(www. ruralgateway.org.uk)  

 

Soup and Sweet in aid of the 
Strathspey and Badenoch Music  
Festival 
By Patsy Burr 
Do you remember taking part in the 
local Music Festival? The festival is 
now in its 58th year and constantly 
developing. On Saturday November 
1st there was a soup and sweet lunch 
with musical entertainment held at 
the Hall in aid of funds. While enjoy-
ing a delicious bowl of homemade 
soup we were entertained by young 
musicians who had performed at the 
last Festival. Some of these musicians 
had been chosen to take part in the 
new Ambassador trophy at Alvie 
House in June. They performed  
before a panel of judges and Ilona 
Kennedy (fiddle) was the overall  
winner  (See photo page 13). She was 
one of the performers along with 
Rhona Convery (flute), Rachel Crane 
(violin), Hebe Boyd-Wallis (clarsach) 
and Caitlin Holmes(guitar and voice). 
Cont on page 13   
 

Laying underground electricity  

cables through the area  

(Photos by James Dunbar) 

http://www.scottishruralparliament.org.uk
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Cont from page 11 
They also were joined by Feis Spe Junior 
Ceilidh Band. What a feast of music and 
delicious puds!! And as if that was not 
enough there were various stalls set up 
around the Hall to browse around. 
Looking forward to the next event! 
Next year’s Festival runs between 5th 
and 19th March. For more information 
visit www.StrathFest.com 
 
Ilona playing her fiddle 
Look out for Ilona and her band playing at 
the Hogmanay Ceilidh in the Hall. 

 

FUN NIGHTS AT BOAT YOUTH CLUB 
Friday nights in the community centre for P4 to S3.  

Friday 5th September – BIKE RIDE IN THE WOODS 

Tonight was a bike ride to Loch Vaa with youth club. There was Sara, Charlie and 
Craig and lots of us cycling. There were loads of puddles so we cycled through 
them and got really muddy. I lifted my front wheel and smashed into the water 
to soak the others. 
The bike ride was easy apart from the massive hill at Loch Vaa. It’s great to go 
down but difficult to go up. At loch Vaa we jumped in the water and skimmed 
stones. We even saw one fish jump up. After a snack we cycled back through the 
woods. I was right at the front so Ryan and I had a race down the hill, I went so 
fast that I nearly fell off but it was still fun and everyone was laughing. 
JAMES BLAIR 

Friday 26th September – CAKE DECORATING 

After baking cakes all afternoon at home we took loads of fairy cakes to youth 
club to decorate them for people who had been out walking with Alison the Ranger. 

There were loads of sweets to choose from including chocolate buttons, liquorice 
allsorts, smarties, jellies and sprinkles. We tried to make the cakes as colourful 
and tasty as possible. We used Kerry’s butter icing to stick the decorations on 
and then all had a cake and pancake each to eat.  
The walkers came in and looked delighted at the cakes we made. We might try a 

British Bake Off soon. 

POPPY RIACH 

Friday 3rd October – TABLE TENNIS NIGHT 

Tonight was a great night because we were playing table tennis with Jo and 
Calum. We had two tables out and there were two matches being played at the 
same time. There were single and 
double games for a knock around 
practice but then we played singles 
for a competition. My most challeng-
ing game was against James and my 
most enjoyable game was against 

Charlie. I played some really good shots and even won some games. I’m 
looking forward to playing again soon and also playing killer badminton. 
FERGUS RIACH 

http://www.StrathFest.com
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Mary Clark 
Sadly our mam, Mary 
Clark, recently passed 
away. Both she and dad 
moved to Boat of  
Garden over eighteen 
years ago when they 
retired from working full 
time at our local college. 
Before moving to Boat 
of Garten our mam led a 
very active life.  
Both dad and we were 

heavily involved in the 
sport Trampolining and 

mam was a great support to us all. She would ferry us, 
and other members of the team, to and fro to our train-
ing sessions - at least four times a week and sometimes 
twice a night, as well as for the other activities that we 
were involved in. Until we both married, we never  
appreciated the amount of extra washing and ironing 
we produced! 
If we weren't training or in a competition on a Saturday, 
we used to have a family trip to Newcastle. This includ-
ed stopping for a small snack where mam had a coffee 
and a scone and if we were lucky we visited the ice 
cream parlour in Binns. Swimming as a family was also a 
regular activity on a Saturday. 
Our mam passed on her enthusiasm for baking to us, on 
a rare free weekend we would all bake cakes for Sunday 
tea using my mam's favourite recipe book 'BeRo'. These 
cakes didn't usually last the day! 
We spent most of our school holidays in the Highlands. 
Our cottage was always full of friends and family where 
our mam organised her kitchen to ensure everyone was 
fed and watered. We loved to go skiing in the winter 
and also to swim in the river next to Boat of Garten golf 
course in the summer, as well as go on lots of walks with 
the dogs. Mam and dad used to like to play golf, which 
meant that we regularly got up early to caddy for them 

at Grantown. 
Our mam loved to ski and 
to walk with her dogs. She 
learnt to ski with dad and 
their friends on the  
Cheviots in Northumber-
land, staying at the  
Wooler youth hostel.  
Although we mostly skied 
at Cairngorm, we occa-
sionally skied abroad. 
Mam enjoyed taking us to 
Zermatt in Switzerland to 
let us experience the type 
of holidays she and dad 
had enjoyed before hav-

ing us!  They introduced us to the joys of croissants, 

Swiss chocolate, as well as teaching us how to play 
bridge in the evening. 
The lakes were another favourite place for our mam to 
visit, especially Howtown in Ullswater, near where our 
nana lived. She organ-
ised regular day trips 
for us to visit our 
nana, ensuring we got 
to explore and love 
her favourite areas. 
Later on in her life 
she  
continued to visit this 
area for walking  
holidays with dad. 
When living in  
Northumberland 
mam was an active 
volunteer for the Royal National Lifeboat Institution, as 
well as being heavily involved at our local church in 
Newbiggin by the Sea.  
We are so proud of our mam and what she has 
achieved. We treasure the many happy memories of our 
times together. 
Helen & Rosie 
 
 

Mary Clark  
born 31st December 1940 – died 13th October 2014 

Mary and Malcolm Clark retired to Boat of Garten from 
Northumberland in June 1996, having spent many  
happy family holidays in Strathspey. Mary offered her 
services as a volunteer in this community from the  
moment she arrived. She served on virtually all the  
community groups over the following 19 years until her 
untimely death on 13th October 2014. Mary had a quiet, 
unassuming manner and was very much respected by all 
those who knew her.  
During her working life Mary had been a lecturer in  
Secretarial and Business Studies. On arrival in Boat of 
Garten she obtained part time employment as adminis-
trator for Voluntary Action Badenoch and Strathspey 
(VABS), working there for 10 years. Mary immersed her-
self in village life. She was a committed Christian and 
was ordained as an Elder in Boat of Garten Church in 
May 2001. She took her role very seriously and gave 
loyal service through her commitment to the church, 
the Guild and the Sunday School. She served on the 
Community Council for 16 years, as secretary for 12 
years, and 2 years as chairperson. In these roles she was 
efficient and reliable in her usual quiet way. Through the 
Community Council she was Boat of Garten’s repre-
sentative on the Association of Cairngorm Communities, 
and became their secretary. Such involvement is  
testimony to her willingness to share her expertise with 
others.  Cont on page 16 Col 1 

 

Mary Clark 
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Lorraine Mary  
MacPherson MBE  
Lorraine was born 
on the 24th of Febru-
ary in 1959 in Gran-
town, at the Ian 
Charles Hospital; 
and her mum, Ishbel 
George, and her 
grandma, Mary Ann 
Cameron, brought 
her up at 10, The 
Terrace in Boat of 
Garten.  
Lorraine had fond memories of Deshar Primary School 
with Hector McAllister as headteacher. Friendships were 
formed with Dena Kelman, John MacGillivray, Jayne  
Gordon, Yvonne & Michael Anderson, Neil Mackenzie 

and Sheila  
Ferguson to 
name a few, and 
they continued 
into her adult life.  
At this time she 
also attended 
Brownies and 
Sunday School at 
St Columba’s 
Church. 
Whilst she 
attended  
Grantown  

Grammar School from 1972-1976, Lorraine’s spare time 
was taken up working at the Craigard Hotel where she 
got to know Noreen and Pat Mackenzie as well as some 
of the older ladies in the village at that time, including  
Margaret MacPherson (Graham’s mum) and Sadie Keir.   
At age 16 Lorraine started work as trainee finance assis-
tant at the Aviemore Centre and over four years worked 
her way up from office junior to head cashier in the  
finance office. It was here that she met Michael, Emma’s 
dad. They married and lived in a caravan in Aviemore 
while awaiting a house in Boat of Garten. 
They moved to Church Drive in the summer of 1981 and 
Emma was born in the September. While Emma was still 
a baby, Lorraine became involved with playgroup and 
from then on she was more and more involved with  
village groups – Gala Day, Deshar PTA, Christmas Treat 
committee, the Public Hall and the Youth Club. 
Lorraine returned to work, first as an assistant at the 
crèche Emma attended in Aviemore, and then as a  
Financial Administrator at Alvie Estate. After nine years, 
she moved to the post of Financial Controller at the 
Scandinavian Village, at the same time as helping to 
build Graham’s business. Nine years later, she decided 
to become self-employed. 

During that time, the girls were growing up, and many 
family holidays took place, including trips to Butlins and 
Blackpool, camping at Grannie’s Heilan’ Hame or going 
to Alton Towers.  Then, Kirst went to university to study 
nursing, Donna went to college in Aberdeen and Emma 
studied business and languages at Heriot-Watt  
University in Edinburgh.  
Graham and Lorraine grew closer and closer and they 
eventually got married at Kincardine Church on 23rd of 
September, 2000 – the millennium year, chosen specifi-
cally so that they would always be able to remember 
what year they were married in!  
They moved to Birch Grove, and Lorraine became  
Community Agent for the Community Company, where 
she oversaw the admin of the Community Garden in 
2002 and between 2003 and 2005 she and Anna Barton 
played pivotal roles in obtaining multiple funding appli-
cations for the new Community Hall, eventually raising 
£1m. The hall was completed in 2007 and Lorraine  
remained a Director until 2009, forming close partner-
ships with Iain Murray and Audrey Martin amongst  
others, who all worked hard in organising the build and 
operations of the hall, as well as fundraising done 
through auction sales, Hogmanay ceilidhs, whist drives 
and bingo teas. 
Lorraine and Graham took 
time to enjoy some amaz-
ing holidays, including 
their honeymoon in  
Jamaica, and other  
adventures in Vietnam, 
Australia, New Zealand, 
America and South Africa.  
Lorraine decided to take a 
year off to celebrate  
turning 50 in 2009 – she 
reduced her work load, 
took up golf and was 
awarded an MBE from Her Majesty the Queen at 
Buckingham Palace, for her service to the community. 

This was 
her 50th 
year and 
one of her 
most  
notable, 
taken up 
with 
friendship, 
holidays, 
golf, and 
attending 
concerts 
and  
festivals, as 

well as her own surprise birthday party at the hall. 
Cont on page 16, col 2 

Lorraine in the middle—the one who 

doesn’t quite get it! (1960’s) 

On holiday in Vietman 

On the golf course  with Graham and  

Willie Gray 
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Mary Clark cont from page 14 
Mary had a 
love of  
baking and 
crafts, skills 
she had 
passed on 
to her own  
children. 
Therefore 
it was not 
surprising 
that  

immediately upon settling in Boat 
of Garten she joined the SWRI and 
found herself on the Committee. 
There she served continuously as 
Treasurer, Secretary and President.  
Mary retired last year from a 6 year 
term on the Community Hall  
Committee, involving herself in so 
many community activities based 
there and using her organisational 
skills to good effect. She was on the 

rota of helpers at the weekly lunch club, and was an  
active member of the Community Garden volunteer 
team. When the weekly Health Walk was established in 
Boat of 
Garten 4 
years ago, 
Mary 
trained as 
one of 4 
Walk  
Leaders  
encourag-
ing others 
to enjoy the 
benefits of 
the out-
doors.  
For over 10 years she had been treasurer of CHIP+ 
(Children in the Highlands Information Point), a charity 
set up to give information to families who have children 
with disabilities.  
Mary was always gentle, kind and generous in her  
approach to everyone, had an inner determination and 
was someone of great integrity and firm principles. She 
contributed enormously to the community of Boat of 
Garten and beyond and will be sorely missed by family 
and friends. Our condolences go to all her family espe-
cially her husband Malcolm and their daughters, Helen 
and Rosie, who have written a moving tribute to their 
mother’s memory which appears on page 14. 

Alison Fielding 

 

Lorraine Macpherson cont from page 15 

In addition to all of this, Lorraine was an original  
member of ShowBoaters, and her roles were memorable 
- particularly cantering around in jodhpurs to  
coconuts 
clonking, a 
synchronised 
swimmer in 
the Wild West 
and, best of 
all, the 
grumpy wom-
an in ‘The 
Steamie’ 
where she had 
no lines, but 
still managed 
to steal the 
show! 
When Lorraine was diagnosed with inoperable, terminal 
lung cancer in June 2013, her response was to put her 
affairs in order and then have as much fun as she could 
for as long as she could. In the months following her di-
agnosis she sailed up the Caledonian Canal and Loch 
Ness with a large group of friends for her husband Gra-
ham’s 60th birthday; went to Amsterdam to see Robbie 
Williams, to Glasgow to see Michael Buble and to the O2 
in London to see Gary Barlow; had a weekend on Skye 
and a wonderful dinner at The Three Chimneys; dressed 
up as Super Mario at Belladrum; went on a golfing trip, a 
holiday in Tenerife, 12-in-a-hot-tub in Kincraig; organised 
funders, prizes and stalls for ShowBoaters’ production of 
Calendar Girls, and introduced all but one performance, 
even though she was receiving radiotherapy at the time, 
and the show raised over £16,000 for Maggie’s High-
lands. She invited friends to join her on a holiday in the 
Lake District; attended the opening ceremony of the 
Commonwealth Games with Graham and made it to 
three weddings - and was shopping until the very last 
possible moment. She resisted the idea that she was 
'fighting' or 'battling 
with' cancer - she under-
went chemo and radio-
therapy and took the 
necessary medication, 
but her energy was used 
for living. 
If she had known that 
her life was going to be 
cut so short, she could 
not have achieved more, 
and she – and her smile - 
will be much missed in 
Boat of Garten and by 
family, friends and col-
leagues all over the 
world.  

SWRI 2103 

Health Walkers—Mary at the back of photo 

Synchronised Swimmers— 

Showboaters 2012 

Handing over a cheque to Maggies 
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News from Fergus Ewing 
Natasha  
My 6 year old daughter has been learning about rights at 
school. The right to food and clean water; the right to 
win and lose; the right to speak and be heard, and the 
right to play.  
There is no right to break the speed limit. The A9 aver-
age speed cameras will save lives. Already those speed-
ing by ten mph or more has reduced from one in ten to 
one in seven hundred. Where they are used in the UK 
over 60% fewer people die or are grievously wounded. 
The motor car is a great convenience, but also  
potentially a lethal weapon. As the local Police leaders 
have pointed out, those people and politicians cam-
paigning against the cameras are basically urging law 
breaking. In time however the politicking will fizzle out 
as the evidence of improved safety gains widespread 
acceptance. In the interests of children everywhere, who 
have a right to safety on the roads, let us get a grip, and 
listen to our conscience and the rights of our children.  
 
Alex  
Listening to people was why you were always so late, I 
remarked to Alex Salmond shortly after his valedictory 
statement to Holyrood in standing down as First  
Minister.   I recalled that whilst hundreds of folk were, 
during the referendum campaign, waiting to meet and 
greet him in Inverness, I warned them all he would be an 
hour late. "I was wrong", I told him:  "You were 90 
minutes late." I added that in writing about this in this 
column, I explain that his "weakness" was that he, like 
my 6 year old, believed that every single person has a 
right to be heard.  
 He then told me the story of the Fraserburgh man on 
the ladder. Alex was campaigning in 1987 to be MP for 
the first time,  and with support from Dafyyd Wigley of 
the Plaid Cymru, when they passed by a man up the top 
of a ladder working on the roof of a building. Dafyyd said 
- go up the ladder to speak to him.   Reluctantly, Alex 
climbs up and the conversation - at the top of the ladder 
- went as follows:    
"Hello, I'm Alex Salmond, your SNP Candidate for Banff 
and Buchan."  
"Mmm Hmmm"  
"Well, I've climbed all the way up this ladder to speak to 
you."  
"Not that hard."  
"Will you be voting for me then at the election?"  
"No."  
"Can I ask why not?"  
"...... because I'm voting SNP in Aberdeen."  
It is always worthwhile listening.  Carefully.  
 
Nicola  
Listening to people is something that Nicola Sturgeon 
our new First Minister has also pledged to do. It is a new 
era with our first female FM, and my sense is that she 

carries a bank of goodwill. Her different non-combative 
style was demonstrated at her first outing at Question 
time. Her approach was to invite other parties politicians 
to put forward their own constructive suggestions - and 
if they involved spending more public money - to 
demonstrate where that additional funding can be 
found in a fixed budget. We wait with interest!  
 
Santa  
We wait with anticipation our annual trip on the Santa 
Express on our excellent Strathspey steam railway. It is 
the time of year when the wee ones right to play must 
be respected! I hope that the Rails to Grantown fund-
raising campaign will gain a head of steam, and look for-
ward in the New Year to further promotion of the loco-
motion.  
A very good Christmas and New Year to all from myself, 
Norman, Rebecca and Rosie.  
Kind regards,  
Fergus Ewing MSP , Inverness and Nairn  
 

A SHORT... BUT BEAUTIFUL LOVE STORY 
A man and a woman who had never met before, but 
who were both married to other people, found them-
selves assigned to the same sleeping room on a trans-
continental train. 
Though initially embarrassed and uneasy over sharing a 
room, they were both very tired and fell asleep quickly, 
he in the upper berth and she in the lower.  
At 1:00 am, the man leaned down and gently woke the 
woman saying, 'Ma'am, I'm sorry to bother you, but 
would you be willing to reach into the closet to get me a 
second blanket? I'm awfully cold.' 
'I have a better idea,' she replied, 'Just for tonight, let's 
pretend that we're married'. 
'Wow! That's a great idea!' he exclaimed. 
'Good,' she replied, 'Get your own------- blanket!' 
After a moment of silence, he farted.  
 
Dog Poo Etiquette 

Thank you to all those dog owners who act responsibly 
and make sure they lift and bin their dog’s poo when out 
walking. Sadly it has been observed recently that there 
are still some local dog owners who allow their pets to 
foul the pavement and woodlands. PLEASE carry poo 
bags with you and use the bins provided. You know who 
you are. The council provided extra dustbins by Milton 
Loch Woodland, Strathspey Park and Kinchurdy Road 
end and these are marked as accepting Dog Poo in addi-
tion to the specific bins like those by the Playing Field. 
Winter is coming and no doubt we will have snow. Re-
member dog poo does not melt in the snow. It reap-
pears in the Spring in a worse state, after the snow 
melts. PLEASE BE RESPONSIBLE AND CONSIDERATE TO 
OTHERS. 

Community Council 
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IndoorsOutdoors 
 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE AND HANDYMAN SERVICES 
 
 

MARK DIAMOND 
Boat of Garten 

 

mobile: 07727 654926  
email: indoorsoutdoorsboat@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Way Forward Update 

Speeding Problems  
In response to the community’s  
concern about the risks posed by  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

irresponsible drivers who speed 
through the village, a request was 
made to Highland Council  for fur-
ther measures to be taken in addi-

tion to the improved road markings         
completed in September 2013. The 
response from Mr Gilfillan, Director 
of Community Services, can be  
summarised as follows: 

 Road markings had been re-
freshed and ‘SLOW’ markings 
added in three locations in 
September 2013 

 Planning conditions for the 
new housing development 
included repositioning the 30-
limit sign and creating a new 
village gateway - to be provid-
ed by the developer. 

 The 30-limit had been extend-
ed to the further side of the 
Spey Bridge. 

 20s-Plenty limits were suitable 
for self-enclosed residential 
areas and not through roads 
like Deshar Road.  Based on 
accident and speed statistics 
no roads in the Boat of Garten 
were likely to qualify for 20s-
Plenty signs within the current 
programme run by the HC 
Road Safety Team. 

 The current ‘Slow Down’  
electronic sign was considered 
effective.  No funding exists to 
upgrade these signs, but Boat 
of Garten will be included in a 
rota of locations for movable 
temporary speed indicator 
signs. 

On receipt of this information, the 
community council resolved to make 
further enquiries of both Highland 
Council and Davall Developments 
about the potential installation of 
graduated slow signs on the long 
straight western approach to the 
village, like those existing at the  
entrances to Carr-Bridge.   

In addition, the local road traffic po-
lice have increased their periodic 
surveillance of this stretch of road in 
order to monitor the problem and 
prosecute where appropriate. 

Community Council  
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Community Ranger News 
By Alison Greggans 
Night coming in faster? House lights going on earlier? 
Purple wellies (mine) now becoming permanent appar-
el? Then winter is here ... and with it, I start a new phase 
in my role as your RSPB Community Ranger. My plan is 
to meet more of you and become immersed in what’s 
going on in your busy, active community, such as helping 
out at Lunch Clubs while munching yummy sarnies and 
slurping soup; adding to the repertoire of trails for 
Health Walkers as well as standing in for Walk Leaders 
when needed; (trying to ...) keep up with the energised 
Youth Group with all kinds of woodland winter activities; 
meeting up with the Wee Bogees to share ideas for a 
new season of babes in the wood activities (“maybe 
when its warmer!” I hear distraught parents cry). Don’t 
panic it’s guidance I’m seeking. But meanwhile ... I 
thought you might like to know how the past 6 months 
have been by sharing some of my highlights. 
The Guided walks were really enjoyable and threw up 
lots of surprises:-  

grown-ups getting excited by invertebrates and li-
chens when seen through a hand lens;  

the chap from Texas whose disappointment over the 
lack of Racoons in Deshar woods (!) was sup-
planted by delight at the sheer number of Broad 
Bordered Whites (moths) on their mating flight; 

children getting everyone animated in the game of 
Pine Wood Bingo (you had to be there!). 

Our Fungi Forest Foray with Mark Williams (Galloway 
Wild Foods - September) was enjoyed by everyone. We 
drank Elderflower Champagne and ate fantastic Porcinis 
and Chanterelle’s tossed in crème fraiche and sorrel – 
(foraged from Deshar Woods and the football field!). 
Mark helped us find and avoid the very scary mush-
rooms in the birch woods – these are the ones that be-
long to the Amanita family - some of the 
deadliest on the planet!!   
The children from Deshar Primary dis-
played their artistic talents by making a 
fabulous collage of the banks of the river 
Spey in order to discover what lived un-
der, over and on the river. It all got a bit 
frenetic during the game of ‘Out and 
About’ (a predator or prey game), and I 
think staff were relieved when the bus 
turned up! 
The recent Night Time walk with the 
Youth Group was, well, .... eventful! With 
hurricane lanterns and battery operated 
coloured candles (of course) to light our 
way, it could have been very atmospher-
ic. But it was just too darn exciting as 
well as a tad scary for some. So with 
torches on main beam – generating 
enough light to blind low flying aircraft - 

and spirits very high, absolutely nothing was spotted. 
However, the quieter group at the back did hear some 
squeaks! Hmmm .... interesting.  
The wildlife (of course) played their bit too. The dragon-
flies were stunning (Golden Ringed and female Black 
Darter’s). Crested Tit and Red Start fledglings topped the 
wow factor for me – more so than the very brief glimpse 
of a male Caper who flew off with a tremendous racket 
when he saw me approaching. Don’t know who was the 
more startled. Talking of Caper, I got a great view of one 
on the Tulloch Road on 20th Nov. Did I have my camera? 
Did I thump! There he was, calm as anything, hoovering 
up grit from the road at 9am. Richard Thaxton refers to 
Caper as ‘bump into birds’. That’s certainly true for me 
and my encounters with Caper, so keep your eyes 
peeled; don’t look for them and you’re sure to bump 
into one. 
Most important though are the friendships I have made 
since I arrived in June, as well as those I have rekindled 
from my time here previously (2011). You have all 
helped me find my feet and I owe you all a HUGE debt of 
gratitude. I know I can knock on various doors for cups of 
tea, phone someone up with a question, seek out help or 
advice when needed, or put one of my organisations on-
to people when they request a task or an interest from 
within the community. People of Boat are incredibly 
adept, knowledgeable and experienced in things envi-
ronmental and critters that crawl, creep and flutter so 
it’s not a hard find.  
There are festive events pending. Mulled wine and 
mince pies in the forest will keep the adults entertained 
while a deer trail does likewise for children (14th Decem-
ber); Christmas crafts are occurring outside the Osprey 
Centre (21st December) and come January, I’ll be pester-
ing you all in preparation for the RSPB’s Big Garden Bird 
Watch (January 24th and 25th). 
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CHURCH MATTERS    
Sometimes I wonder how I might react in a particularly 
difficult or dangerous situation. You know what it’s like 
when you’re watching an exciting film, and perhaps the 
candle in the room is blown over by a gust of wind from 
the open window….And you want to say to the actress 
(it’s usually a woman!) who stands and watches it all  
unfolding “Well, don’t just stand there; take that rug and 
cover the flames” or “Stamp on the small fire before it 
has a chance to get out of control.” But then, of course, 
there’d be no dramatic effect and no film. 
Easy enough to be brave as an on-looker, but what will 
we have to draw on if we ever find ourselves on centre-
stage in a real-life drama or emergency? I know that 
some of you who are reading this will have already 
found yourselves in potentially dangerous situations in 
your work, when training comes into its own. 
Recently,  I read a very dramatic true story from  
America, with a school receptionist at the centre of it, 
and it made me wonder how it might have unfolded if 
she hadn’t had her Christian faith as a foundation to 
stand on.  The lady’s name was Antoinette Tuff, who 
usually worked as a bookkeeper, but one day at the 
Academy where she worked, the principal asked her to 
provide lunchtime cover at the front desk. She’d only 
been at reception for five minutes when 20 year old  
Michael Hill forced his way into the building carrying an 
AK-47, otherwise known as a Kalashnikov rifle. 
‘He had his weapon already drawn and fully loaded,’  
Antoinette remembers. She and her colleague ex-
changed glances, wondering how they were going to 
deal with this situation. Before this attack happened, 
Antoinette had been facing huge difficulties in her own 
life, because her husband of 33 years had recently left 
her for somebody else. On top of this she was caring for 
her severely disabled son and she’d also just had a 
phone call from her bank, demanding a payment of 
$14,000 dollars or her car would be repossessed. 
She is a lady of deep Christian faith and she says it was 
this that helped her to stay calm.  
“I started praying from the moment he stepped in,” she 
says, “because I knew that there were 870 students, 
teachers and parents in the building, and they were all 
dependent on my being able to save their lives. The 
whole time, I was sitting asking God what to say and how 
to say it…..what to do and how to do it. I didn’t realise 
how calm I was until later on when I listened to the 911 
emergency tape recording. The intruder kept saying that 
he was mentally disturbed and that this wasn’t a joke.”   
Antoinette was able to act as a bridge between the man 
and the police, and he eventually agreed to hand over 
his weapons, lie down on the floor and surrender to the 
police. 
Although she was hailed as a heroine, she remains  
humble about the part she played. “I don’t really look at 
myself as a hero,” she says, “I look at myself as God’s 

vessel. I know that God used me that day……He called 
my number and He used me to save all those lives. And I 
know that it wasn’t JUST my faith but all the trials and 
tribulations I’d just been through that helped me to  
understand what that young man’s pain felt like.” 
And she asked a question, which I in turn put to the  
congregation in St Columba’s recently ~ “If God calls 
YOUR number at this very minute, will you be ready? Do 
you know that at the end of the day, you’ve got a  
purpose in your life….?”   May you know God’s blessing 
over the winter that lies ahead. 
Blessings,  Sheila 
 
SWRI News 
By Britt Taylor 

Our Autumn session started in early September 
when Eric Hart took us on a fungi foray in Boat of Garten 
woods, everybody had a good time and we all learned 
what were the tastiest mushrooms, how to recognise 
them and along with some cooking hints. This was a  
follow up from a talk he gave us in April. 
At our first session of the year Colin Clark showed us 
how to make stunning flowers in sugar craft to be used 
not only as decorations on cakes but also as ornaments. 
Colin also gave us guidance on the materials needed and 
how to get hold of them. 
In October we had the sad loss of our dear member and 
Treasurer Mary Clark. Instead of our planned Halloween 
party we opted for a quieter evening. 
In November James Gordon gave a talk about the trans-
formation of our old Village Hall into the lovely tea/
coffee shop and art gallery which has now have been 
opened. 
December is party time and we will have our Group 
Christmas lunch at the Coylumbridge Hotel, always an 
enjoyable event. The following week we will have the 
Church Guild as our guests at our branch’s Christmas 
party when we will be entertained by Marie Louise  
Napier who plays the harp. 
Following the festive season we start off again on the 
19th January at 2.30 in the afternoon when Alison  
Bargett will be giving us a talk about Lanzarote. 

Coming Events: 
7th February: Computer classes at Charleston Academy 
Inverness for 6 weeks, cost approx £30, if interested con-
tact Pat MacLeod. 
28th March: Inverness-shire & the Islands Federation 
host the Choirs Competition at Culloden Academy. 
11th April: Needle Felting Class 11am-3pm at Charleston 
Academy Inverness, cost £20, if interested contact Pat 
MacLeod. 
13th-17th July: SWRI Residential Summer School at Kirk-
wall Grammar School, Orkney. 
Classes being organised: Advanced Fabric Boxes, Family 
History, Flora & Fauna, Local History, Machine  
Cont bottom of page 21 
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An exciting group for children between the ages of 4-8, where they can explore  
Christian faith in a fun way with stories, games and crafts. 

Children, please bring a parent/carer with you! 

Donations still needed: 
Small toy cars 

Childrens books 
Musical instruments 

 (to shake, bang and blow!) 
Please use box in church 

 or leave at the Manse, Deshar Road 

For more info, contact: 831252 

Where:  St Columba’s Church Hall, Boat of Garten.

    
When:  First Monday of each month. 

   After school, then starting at 3.30-4.30pm 
 
     Snack included 
 
Dates:   12th Jan,   2nd Feb,   2nd March 

SWRI cont from page 20 

Embroidery for Improvers, Straw Work, Silver jewellery, 
and either Art or Photography.  If interested please write 
to SWRI Headquarters for an application form and full 
details regarding costs. 

 
The Evelyn Baxter Class is going to be in Blackwork, to be 
held on a Friday and Saturday in September or October 
at Charleston Academy, cost £25 for the two days plus 
materials, contact Pat if interested. 
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A five person hot tub can be delivered and set up within a few hours – and cost from as little as 
£350 to hire for a week. We all work hard for our time off, so we try to make the most of holi-
days and weekends when we get them. Sinking into a hot tub is warm, relaxing and sociable – 
just what you need on a break.  
“Previously hot tubs were seen as a symbol of an extravagant lifestyle, but increasingly people 
see them as a relatively inexpensive way to enjoy their garden all year round. The festive season 
is the perfect time for families and groups of people to get together – but sitting in front of the 
TV can become tiresome. A hot tub is a fun addition to every party – it can be enjoyed day or 
night and by young and old.  
As well as a place to relax, hot tubs are also believed to have health benefits, said Highland 
Home Centre manager, Kim Clark.  
“Arthritis sufferers and those with sports injuries report great relief from using a hot tub – but 
even a humble sore back from shovelling snow or wrapping-up Christmas presents will benefit 
from a warm soak”.  
For your festive tub, visit www.highlandhomecentre.co.uk or call 01479 812433 

Hotting up for 
party season  
With a cold winter forecast, an 
Aviemore home centre has 
seen a sharp increase in de-
mand for its party hot tubs.  
Highland Home Centre, which 
is based in Aviemore, installs 
hot tubs in houses and gar-
dens across Scotland, and has 
recently experienced an in-
crease in requests for hot tub 
rentals.  
Brian O’Donnell, from Boat Of 
Garten, managing director of 
Highland Home Centre, said 
“As people look towards 
Christmas and New Year par-
ties and getaways, we have 
had a lot of calls from people 
looking to rent hot tubs.  
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CHRISTMAS FAIRY 
I am a little fairy 
On tap o' the Christmas Tree 
It's no' a job I fancy 
Well how would you like tae be me 
 
A'm tarted up wi' tinsel 
It's enough to mak ye boak, 
An a couple o' jaggy branches 
Rammed up the back o' your frock 
 
An' these wee lights a'roon me 
I canna get my sleep 
An' there's the yearly visit 
Fae Santa - Big fat creep! 
 
On Christmas Day I'm stuck up here 
While you're a' wirin' in  
An' naebody says "Hey you up there 
Could you go a slug o' gin? 
 
It's nae joke bein' a fairy 
The job's beyond belief 
You've got to go roon' the wean's beds 
An' lift their rotten teeth  
 
But o' a' the joabs a fairy gets 
An' I've mentioned only some  
The very worst is sitting up a tree 
Wi' pine needles up yir bum  
 
When a' the fairies meet again 
By the light of' the silvery moon  
Ye can tell the Christmas fairies 
They're the wans that canna sit doon 

 
The Christmas tree's a bonny sight 
As the firelight softly flickers 
But think o' me I'm stuck up here 
Wi' needles in my knickers  
 
So soon as Christmas time's right by 
An' I stop bein' sae full o' cheer 
A'll get awa back tae Fairyland  
An' A'll see yous a' next year.  

The new TOMS season has 
made a cracking start with: 
A return visit of Yuanfan Yang 
– who gave a stunning perfor-
mance. There was universal 
agreement amongst the  
audience that he is well on his 
way to becoming a world-
class pianist – although still 
only 17 years old!  
A first visit from the Heath 
Quartet who are already  
established as a world-class 

Quartet, playing internationally at prestigious venues – and 
Boat of Garten! They enthralled the audience with a performance of  
undiluted quality.  
A joyous evening of singing by Coro Alba – a group of professional opera 
singers who work with major opera companies in the UK and abroad. 

Coro Alba 
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WHAT’S ON IN BOAT OF GARTEN  
By Sara Riach 

Mondays 

14.00 – 15.30 Windgroup Practice  Community Hall  

17.30 – 19.30 Spanish Improvers Community Hall  

14.30/19.30** SWRI  **Every 3rd Monday, time is weather dependent Community Hall 

Tuesdays 

12.30 – 13.30 Community Lunch Club Lounge 

19.00 – 21.00 Potters Art Course Community Hall  

Wednesdays 

09.45 -10.45 Yoga Community Hall 

13.30 – 14.30 Health Walk Boat Hotel 

18.00 – 19.00 K9 Badenoch Dog training Community Hall 

19.00 – 21.00 Indoor Bowls Community Hall 

20.00 – 21.00 The Bog Chorus singing group Church Hall 

Thursdays 

17.30 – 19.00 Pregnancy Yoga Community Hall 

19.00 – 20.00 Yoga Community Hall 

Fridays 

10.00 – 11.00 Zumba Community Hall 

10.00 – 12.00 Wee Bogees Community Hall 

19.00 – 20.30 Youth Club Community Hall 

 

EVENTS/MEETINGS 

Dec 2014 

1st @ 15.30-16.30 Ospreys play and pray Church Hall 

1st @ 19.30 Community Council Meeting Committee Room 

1st – 23rd  Festive Menu Boat Hotel 

3rd @ 19.00 Service of remembering those who find the Christmas  
 season difficult.  St Columba’s Church 

4th SWRI Christmas Lunch Coylumbridge Hotel 

4th @ 19.30 Northern lights film Club – Sunshine on Leith Glenmore Lodge 

7th @ 11.00 Joint Service- Boat of Garten and Duthil St Columba’s Church 

8th @ 19.30 – 21.30 SWRI and Church Guild Christmas Party Hall Lounge 

8th @ 19.30 Winter Talks: Tricounis to Torquing, 40 years of Scottish Winter 
  Climbing by Andy Nisbet Community Hall 

12th @ 19.30 Showboaters present Brigobroon Community Hall 

13th @ 19.30 Showboaters present Brigobroon Community Hall 

14th @10.00 Family Christingle Service St Columba’s Church 

14th @ 14.30 RSPB Night Watch Forest Walk Loch Mallachie Car Park 

14th @16.00 Showboaters present Brigobroon Community Hall 

16th @ 12.30 Community Lunch Club Christmas Lunch Community Hall 
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17th @ 14.00 Deshar Primary School Church Service St Columba’s Church 

18th @ 19.30 Showboaters present Brigobroon Community Hall 

19th @ 19.30 Showboaters present Brigobroon Community Hall 

20th @ 16.00 Showboaters present Brigobroon Community Hall 

20th @ 20.00 Showboaters present Brigobroon Community Hall 

21st @ 10.00 Christmas Carol Service St Columba’s Church 

21st @ 11.00-15.00 Pine Cone Christmas Cards Loch Garten Osprey Centre 

24th @ 18.00 Village Carol Singing Village Green 

24th @ 23.15 Carol Singing St Columba’s Church 

25th @ 10.00 Family Service St Columba’s Church 

25th @ 12 noon Christmas Lunch Boat Hotel 

28th @ 10.00 End of Year Service St Columba’s Church 

31st @ 18.45 Hogmanay Dinner Boat Hotel 

31st @ 19.00 Hogmanay Ceilidh Community Hall 

Jan 2015 

12th @ 15.30-16.30 Ospreys Play and Pray Church Hall 

12th @ 14.30 Church Guild Church Hall 

15th @ 19.30 Northern lights film club – Kiss the Water Glenmore Lodge 

17th @ 19.30 TOMS Concert, Gould Piano Trio Community Hall 

22nd @ 19.30 Milton Loch Consultation – Public Meeting Community Hall 

24th @ 19.00 for 19.30 Burns in the Boat (Burns Supper) Community Hall 

28th @ 19.30 Community Company Meeting Committee Room 

29th @ 19.30 Northern lights film club – War Requiem Glenmore Lodge 

Feb 2015 

2nd @19.30 Community Council Meeting Committee room 

2nd @ 15.30 – 16.30 Ospreys Play and Pray Church Hall 

9th @ 14.30 Church Guild Church Hall 

9th @ 19.30 Winter Talks: First Ascent of Mazeno Ridge of  
 Nanga Parbat by Sandy Allan Community Hall 

12th @ 19.30 Northern lights film club – Kiss me Kate Glenmore Lodge 

22nd @ 19.30 Public Meeting – Improvement to Milton Loch and woodland Community Hall 

23rd @ 19.30 Winter Talks: The Wildlife of Speyside by John Picton Community Hall 

26th @ 19.30 Northern light film club – Railway man Glenmore Lodge 

Mar 2015 

2nd @19.30 Community Council Meeting Committee Room 

2nd @ 15.30 – 16.30 Ospreys Play and Pray Church Hall 

6th @ 14.30 Church Guild Church Hall 

9th @ 19.30 Winter Talks: Nature in the Landscape by Neil MacGregor Community Hall 

17th @ 19.30 TOMS Concert, Chamber Philharmonic Europe Ensemble Community Hall 
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News from Westminster 
By Danny Alexander 
For too long we have been left behind when it comes 
new technology for telecommunications. That is why I 
have long campaigned to make sure the Highlands are 
not at the back of the queue for future developments.  
Through Broadband Development UK, the improve-
ments we have seen in internet services across the  
region have been supported by £120 million in UK  
government funding. This is alongside additional invest-
ment from Highlands and Islands Enterprise, the Scottish 
Government, BT, the Highland Council and the European 
Regional Development Fund.  
Here in Strathspey, particularly in remote communities, 
it is vital that we have access to reliable broadband  
internet. More and more homes depend on the internet 
for shopping and basic services, and every week the 
number of Highland businesses trading online increases. 
New technology is also changing the way we use our 
public services.  
In the past, it often seemed that governments were 
more interested in telling us why coverage could not be 
improved than working to boost digital services across 
the North of Scotland. So, I am delighted that the UK 
government have made widening access to high speed 
internet in places like Boat of Garten a genuine priority.  
Locally we have already seen improvements in many 
communities. I will continue to campaign for more  
investment for broadband in Strathspey and Boat of 
Garten. There is still a long way to go, but news that 
150,000 households across Scotland, including 30,000 in 
the Highlands and Islands, now have access to high 
speed fibre broadband is a welcome milestone.  
I also want to see better service from our mobile phone 
providers. The Highlands is one of the UKs fastest grow-
ing economies. So, it is only right that network coverage, 
including 3 and 4 G, improves in line with that.  
Ensuring the Highlands is connected to the rest of the 
UK and international markets, whether through tele-
communications or transport, will become ever more 
important in the years to come.    
 
*** *** *** *** 
Earlier this month, the average speed cameras on the A9 
went live. Since the cameras were turned on, I have 
been contacted by Strath residents saying routes like the 
A938 between Carrbridge and the Slochd and the B9152 
between Kingussie and Aviemore are being used as ‘rat 
runs’ to avoid parts of the A9.  
These vehicles are driving at excessive speeds and on 
routes that are used for access to communities in the 
Strath. I have written to the Transport Minister to find 
out what the Scottish Government in Edinburgh intend 
to do about this.  
For now, I’d like to hear about your experiences on the 
A9 now that the cameras are in operation. Please email 
me at danny@highlandlibdems.org.uk and let me know 

about your concerns with the cameras or traffic on  
adjoining roads. 
 
 
Boat of Garten and Vicinity Community Council 
Update on membership of the Council 

Following the sad death of Mary Clark and the resigna-
tion of Valerie Fairweather, two vacancies have occurred 
on the Community Council. All 7 elected members will 
complete their term of office in Autumn 2015 at which 
point a postal election will be held, organised by  
Highland Council. In view of this, Highland Council  
advised that it would be reasonable to co-opt interested 
residents to the 2 vacancies for the 12 month period, 
rather than hold a bi-election.  The Community Council is 
pleased to confirm that Frank Bargett, Street of  
Kincardine, and Ian Bashford, Kinchurdy Road, have both 
agreed to be co-opted onto the Community Council for 
this 12 month period. Frank Bargett has also agreed to 
be the minute taker.  

The current membership is as follows: 
Alison Fielding (Chair); Stewart Blair (Vice-chair); Willie 
Cruickshank (Treasurer) ; Annie Forwood ; Harvey  
Harris ; Frank Bargett (co-opted); Ian Bashford  
(co-opted). 

In accordance with the constitution, all meetings are 
open to the public, and any matters of interest or  
concern can be raised with any member of the  
community council. Meetings are held in the community 
hall at 7.30pm on the first Monday of the month, exclud-
ing January and August.  It is hoped that other interested 
residents of Boat of Garten and its vicinity will consider 
standing for election in autumn 2015. 

Minutes of meetings are posted on the two main notice-
boards at each end of the village. Arrangements are also 
in hand for minutes to be placed on the Boat of Garten 
Website Community Council page.  Anyone who would 
like to receive the minutes by email, who is not already 
on the circulation list is welcome to email Frank Bargett 
at tigh@bargett.plus.com  and make that request.  

Alison Fielding ( Chair) 

  

Eddie with Triffid—Community Garden Clear Up 

mailto:tigh@bargett.plus.com
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