
Skate Park at Osprey Festival
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We have so many photos for this edition that we are trying a new approach in order to include as many of them as possible.
This has resulted in a Photo Gallery across the centre pages, and it is in full colour!
There are so many interesting features in this edition that it is difficult to select individual ones for comment. However, a spe
cial mention must be made of Dodo Keir’s final instalment of his “Memories of the Boat from 1940”. The series of articles has
proved of interest and intrigue to residents and visitors alike, both young and old. Dodo has added an apology for some of the
minor errors made in the course of the series due to his memory lapses—most of us would be very proud to have remembered
a fraction of what Dodo has included in his history. I don’t think he owes anybody an apology.
This edition also includes 2 separate flyers. The first of these relates to Winter Lights and invites you to record your prefer
ences in terms of style. The second enables people to register their Sunflowers for entry into a competition, to be judged later
in the summer—the exact date for judging will be decided based on weather conditions and will be advertised in the local shop
windows and on village notice boards.

Jackie Wilson
Editor

Email: bogstandard831@googlemail.com
01479 831056

BOG Standard is published by the Community Council, who appoints the Editor and underwrites the costs not covered by
advertising. Articles published express the views of the authors and not the Council or Editor, unless otherwise stated.

Buy.at—donate to the Community Hall or to Deshar Primary by shopping!!

Before you buy anything online, please have a look at this site:
www.buy.at/desharschool or www.buy.at/hallaboard

From there you can click on links to many online retailers, many of whom you probably already use.
Every time you click the link from there to another retailer YOU EARN COMMISSION of up to 10% for the school or the hall.

The Boat of Garten Community’s Principles for Housing Development
Boat of Garten Community Council

In the March edition of the BOG Standard, the Community Council (CC) sought the views of residents about the kind of
principles residents would like to see underpinning any future housing development. Taking into account the views
expressed, the Community Council agreed the following principles which have been circulated to the main organisa
tions involved in housing matters. The objective is to ensure that appropriate developments of housing and infrastruc
ture are planned and built to support the village as a sustainable community.
1. The CC’s priority is to ensure the highest possible percentage of affordable and /or sheltered housing within any

and all developments .
2. The CC seeks to establish a community land trust and/or housing trust to help take forward the affordable/

sheltered housing element and work in partnership with any developer.
3. Any site should be economically viable to maximise the likelihood of housing provision becoming a reality.
4. The housing style should be appropriate to a village/woodland setting and landscaped accordingly.
5. Provision of a more appropriate permanent access road to the Community Hall should be funded via any

significant housing development.
6. The community should be consulted about any development proposed including site specific mitigation

measures drawn up for the protection of red squirrels, capercaillie and other flora and/or fauna concerned, to
complement those already being implemented.

7. In the long term, a site for a new school building should be identified within any housing development plan and
Local Development Plan. Such a site needs to link to the community hall in a way which facilitates viable joint
usage of school and community facilities and protects the health and safety of users. The site should remain as
recreational space until such time as a new school is required.

Highland Council Election Results

On 3rd May the following councillors were elected to serve Badenoch and Strathspey Ward on the Highland Council :
Jackie Douglas, Dave Fallows, Bill Lobban, and Gregor Rimell. Members of the public are welcome to contact any mem
ber of their choice if they have an issue they wish to raise. In addition Dave Fallows will be the councillor taking pri
mary responsibility for Boat of Garten and will attend Community Council meetings as frequently as possible.
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A Conversation with Alan Dobbie

By Sue Murray

Alan Dobbie has been the
Head Greenkeeper at Boat of
Garten Golf and Tennis Club
since 1992. He came to Boat
of Garten at the age of 25
and has lived, worked and
brought up his family here.
He arrived in 1990, intending
to stay for one year, but the
opportunity to become Head
Greenkeeper came up when
Alec Mackay left, and he and Janice have stayed here to
bring up their family.

Alan and Janice grew up in Thurso, where they met at a
dance when they were both 17. He was interested in
golf and got a job at Thurso Golf Club. While he was
there he did a three year block release course at Elm
wood College Fife, in greenkeeping, before moving to
Royal Deeside Golf course, and then to Boat of Garten,
where he went on to do a two year distance learning
course on Greenkeeping Management.

He has always loved the outdoor life and has adapted
well to starting work at 6.30 in the summer. Finishing at
3p.m. means he and Janice have been able to do things
with the children after school. He has been able to share
his love of hill walking, mountain biking, skiing and
snowboarding with the children. Alan values that he has
never had to miss a school sports day or a concert. He
and Janice feel that Boat of Garten has been a wonderful
place to bring up children as they have had a freedom
that they could not have had in the cities.

Both the children, Owen and Lauren, are very musical
and Alan and Janice have, and still do, spend a lot of
time and energy supporting and enjoying these talents.

Alan remembers some interesting celebrities who have
played at Boat of Garten golf course. Jim Leighton, the
footballer who played for Aberdeen, then Manchester
United and also Scotland had a round here. Gavin and
Scott Hastings, the international rugby players, are also
regular visitors. Once, about 2006, a helicopter landed
on the 1st tee and Ronan Rafferty emerged to play golf!
Alan has a photo to prove it. Jimmy Tarbuck is another
celebrity who has enjoyed the course. Possibly the most
famous visitor was Prince Andrew who played whilst his
bodyguards kept an eye on him! His Aston Martin raised
the tone of the Committee car park that day.

There have been other strangers on the golf course that
have been even more surprising. Recently, a 3 foot long
pike was found lying on the fairway, perhaps dropped by
an osprey. The green keeping team moved it to their
disposal area and the next morning it had completely

gone. Not long ago, a lamb was wandering on the 18th,
and in the past cattle used to find their way through the
old fences and leave their heavy footprints on fairways
and, even worse, on the greens. Early rising means that
the green keepers see a great deal of wild life. Hares and
roe deer are not disturbed by tractors, and even have
their babies in quiet corners of the course. As the regu
lar golfers know, badgers forage about looking for
worms and leaving little pockets for your ball to hide in.
Golfers don’t often see the badgers but the green
keepers see evidence of their nightly visits. Many differ
ent species of birds also frequent the course…osprey,
heron, curlew, yellow hammers, woodpeckers. Alan is
also careful to encourage areas of rough where the wild
flowers of Speyside can flourish. Players can enjoy the
variety that appears over the season, from violets in the
spring to the devil’s bit scabious in the summer. The
lesser butterfly orchid, a rare plant in Scotland, grows
here and there under the birch.

One question the Greenkeepers get asked a lot is What
do you do in the winter? The golf season finishes at the
end of October. In November and December they build
tees or bunkers, moving hundreds of tons of material
and lay over 1000 rolls of turf. In January and February
they service the clubs machinery and paint all the mark
ers, signs and benches during bad weather. If the
weather is good they work on the tree and broom man
agement programme. During March they get the course
ready for the start of the golf season which starts in
April.

Alan is keen to emphasise that it is the whole team at
the golf club that makes it a success. He has a great
team of green keepers, but the contribution of Ross Har
rower the professional, with Pam MacGillivray in the
shop, Nigel McConachie and Debbie Grant in the office,
and the bar and catering staff along with the Council all
help to give visitors a warm welcome and keep the
course running in tip
top condition.

Alan seems to me to
have chosen the life
that suits him well
and found happiness
in his family and his
job.

Women are Angels.
And when someone breaks our wings,
we simply continue to fly. . .usually on a
broomstick.
We are flexible like that!
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Cairngorms Ceilidh Trail returns to Boat of Garten
On Friday, 13th July

These eight talented youngsters are sure to give us a
great evening of traditional music, song and dance, so
get your dancing shoes on and come along and join in
the fun! Tickets are £6, with accompanied children free,
and are available on the door.

Photograph by kind permission of Graeme MacDonald.

Woodland Ranger BOG
By Scott Henderson

Firstly an introduction my
name is Scott Henderson and I
live in Carr bridge with my wife
Lynn. I've been contracted by
the Boat Community Company
as a Woodland Ranger for a 4
month period over the summer.
The position has been funded by the CNPA and has the
support of Seafield estate and the BOG Community
Council.
The main aims are to increase awareness, understand
ing, care and responsible use of the natural and cultural
heritage, as well as ensuring a warm welcome to visitors
and to support the sustainable management through
facilitating enjoyment of the outdoors.
I've now been working for almost 3 weeks in very warm
sunny weather which has "kick started" much activity,
especially with the insects, which are important for hun
gry Caper chicks. It’s around about the end of May that
any Caper eggs would hatch and
I hope we are successful this
season. The good news is I have
already seen a male Caper and a
"clocker dropping" which could
be a sign of a hen nesting. The
really sensitive areas in the
woods are marked with blue
signs when you enter them. So
far I have been extreamly im
pressed with the behavior of
local dogs that I’ve recently met
keep it up.

Over 20 hours in your woodlands patrolling the tracks
and trails has helped me to get to know the area as well

as meeting locals and some visitors too. It’s very impor
tant to listen to what you think of your woodlands. If you
don't happen to meet me in the woods, there are oppor
tunities to speak to me at the Community Hall,
(Saturdays 4pm 5pm,Mondays 7pm 7.30pm) and the
Post Office, (Thursdays 9.30am 10.00am).
Have you been sneezing recently? It’s probably hayfever,
and the culprits at present are
the Scots Pine trees. You may
have noticed clouds of pollen
rising from the forest which
often is mistaken for smoke.
At this time of year the male
flowers of the Scots Pine re
lease their pollen to disperse
in the wind and fertilise the
female flowers (pine cones).
The recent rain has helped to
wash the air of pollen which
can now be seen as yellow
stains around puddles etc.
Did you know that you have 27 bird nest boxes in your
community woodland? Well yes you do and they've
been there for the past 8 years, being mantained by
Allan Bantick, local and chairman of the SWT(Scottish
Wildlife Trust). I was privileged to join him one Monday
to check all 27 boxes. Good news, 7 coaltits successfully
hatched in one box and in another 5 Crested Tits
(cresties) had "fledged" (left home). The Crestie would
normally search for a dead tree or stump as a preferred
nest site, but because of a lack of dead wood the nest
boxes give the crested tit and other bird species a better
chance of finding a suitable home, and undoubtedly will
help boost our population.
Proof that Pine Martens frequent the woods was picked
up on a motion sensitive camera fixed at a nest box
which was unsuccessfully raided by a Marten, this would
not be the case if nesting in dead wood. Other predators
of the cresties are Great Spotted Woodpeckers and Red
Squirrels which are common in the woods here.
I shall be doing a Blog on the BOG website, so please
keep updated with any wildlife news on that site. Mean
while here is what I’ve seen in the woods since starting:
Male Capercaillie, Badger, Green Tiger Beetle, Long Tail
Tits, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Slow Worm, Wren,
Great Tits, Red Squirrels, Darters(Dragonfly), Sisken,
Jays, Treecreepers and Crested Tits.
On another subject motorbikes/quads. Some members
of the community have reported motorbikes being rid
den through the woods on Sunday 3rd June. I’ve seen the
tracks and have reported the use to the estate. Permis
sion is needed for this activity from the landowner, oth
erwise it’s illegal. Please report any motorised bikes as
it’s very much a safety issue with the public, especially
children.
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 Alban Tree Care & Consultancy 

Graduate tree specialists 
Fully Qualified & Insured 
All aspects of Tree surgery 
Consultancy from tree surveys to woodland 
management  
Mobile Sawmilling 
Firewood - Hard/softwood or mixed loads, 
split or logs 
Wood chip for garden use 
Wood splitter hire 

For a free quote or information please call us or visit our website: 
    01479 821659 or 07595 300026  

  www.albantreecare.com  albantreecare@me.com 
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Below is the final part in the series of feature articles on
Boat of Garten by Dodo Keir.

MEMORIES OF “THE BOAT” FROM 1940
By George (Dodo) Keir, edited by Audrey Martin

Part 5
High Terrace and Craigard Road (now Kinchurdy Road)

At the junction of Main Road and what is now known as
Kinchurdy Road, were the houses known as High Terrace.
The smaller houses, Nos 1, 2, 7, and 8 were built about
1865 70 by the Great North of Scotland Railway company.
Later in 1912 they added the big block further back from
the road, Nos 3, 4, 5 and 6. As we have already seen, the
numbering then continued round the corner on Main
Road starting with No. 9.The occupants were as follows: in
No. 8 were Mr. & Mrs Leslie – he looked after the locomo
tives in the engine shed overnight. In No. 7 were Mr. &
Miss Marshall – he was a retired railwayman. No. 6 was
occupied by Mr. & Mrs. James Wilson, James being a fire
man on the Speyside line. In No. 5 were Mr. & Mrs. Alis
tair Paxton, and he was a signalman at the station. In No.
4 were my father and mother, Mr. & Mrs. William Keir, my
father a railway guard on the line. At No. 3 were Mr. &
Mrs. David Doudgen. David was the carriage and wagon
examiner at the station. No. 2 was occupied by Mr. &
Mrs. William Ritchie – fireman on the line Mr. & Mrs.
Ritchie moved to 12, The Terrace around 1941 42 and Mr.
& Mr. John Angus then moved into No. 2. Finally in No. 1
were Mr. & Mrs. Alex Bowie – a guard. In those eight
houses there were also twenty eight children. Now there

is not one child living there.
The first house in Craigard (Kinchurdy) Road was Glenavon
on the right, previously called The Cottage, and owned by
Dr. & Mrs. MacIntosh. The Doctor was the retired Director
of Education for Morayshire. They moved from Glenlivet
before WW II. Presumably this was why the house was
named after the river Avon (pronounced “awn”). As chil
dren we always made it a habit to play football on the
road when the Doctor went to collect his newspaper, as
he always gave us a pan drop sweet each. This was a great
treat, as during the war sweets were unobtainable. He
must have had a great store of them.
Next to Glenavon was Cuilalunn, built by Mr. George Cum
ming, a retired guard on the railway. He had passed on by
the time I arrived in the village. The house was occupied
by his daughter Rosie, who worked in the Post Office in
Grantown. I remember she used to drive to her work in a
lovely Baby Austin car. There were very few cars in the
village then.
Rosie used to let out the big house during the summer,
moving into the cottage at the rear. One family that
rented Cuilalunn was the Balderstones. They came for
many years, and in fact a daughter Jean and her husband
Ronnie Summerville bought Bynack further along the road
and continued holidaying there for many more years until
they passed away.
Wynthank is next, and was owned by Miss Stewart. Like
Cuilalunn, the big house was let out to summer visitors
and she used the cottage to the rear. Wynthank was
rented for June, July and August by the McLeod family for
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quite a few years. They previously rented Balblair in Spey
Avenue. Both Cuilalunn and Wynthank narrowly escaped
being burned during WW II when the Craigie Hill went on
fire. I remember watching firemen breaking the slates on
both houses and cutting holes in the rooves to hose down
the fires.
Shalamonaidh was owned by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gray.
Bob, as he was known, was a retired railway driver from
the Speyside line. Mrs. Gray was the sister of Affleck
McPherson the postmaster. One daughter, Hettie, was a
teacher in Grantown School and another, Jean, a teacher
in Leeds before she retired to The Boat. Shalamonaidh
was the last house on the right of Kinchurdy Road until the
mid fifties.
Opposite Craigard Hotel was a small sawmill which cut the
trees felled on Craigie Hill. This sawmill closed in the early
forties.
There were no houses on the left of the road opposite
High Terrace except for a small building attached to the
row of garages behind the hotel. This had housed the sta
bleman who attended to the changing of horses for the
stagecoaches. In the early forties it was occupied by Mrs.
Reynolds and her family.
Next to the hotel grounds was Revoan. The present spell
ing is wrong – it was misspelt by Maxwell House, the cof
fee people, when they owned it. Revoan was owned by
the Rev. and Mrs. Hall, and had a small cottage in the
grounds. When anyone who was not welcome called to
see her husband, Mrs. Hall – who never told a lie – would
tell them he was in Grantown. True, as she had named
the summerhouse in their grounds “Grantown”! The army
occupied Revoan for a time.
Dundonnel was the next house on the left, now called
Morar, and the family Donaldson lived there. There was a
small wooden cottage in the garden here too, both later
owned by Professor Lobban.
Next to Dundonnel came Craigowrie, owned by Mr. &
Mrs. Lovelock, and also with a cottage in its grounds.
When they moved away it was bought by Miss Blackwood,
a very eccentric lady with a little dog called Robin Hood.
She had worked as a secretary in the War Office in London
when Winston Churchill was Prime Minister during the
war, and she had many stories to tell about the great man.
The Craigard Hotel was owned by Mr. & Mrs. Ewan Mack
intosh. He had trained as a butler and really knew how to
run a hotel. He always wore the kilt, and this went down
well with his guests.
Some distance up the road was Rhaiduinan, owned by
Miss Aitken until she sold up and moved to Carrbridge.
Mr. & Mrs. Breckenridge lived there for a time, then came
Dr. & Mrs. Peck. Dr. Peck, an American, was the doctor
who rebuilt Floyd Paterson’s hand when it was badly bro
ken in his World Heavyweight fight against Ingomar Jo
hannson of Sweden. He was also a brilliant artist, and I
have seen a book of his paintings in fine detail of all the
organs of the body.
Next along was Carn Elrig, which is now named Foxton. It

was owned by Sheriff and Mrs. Burn Murdoch. He was an
Edinburgh Sheriff who died on the Boat golf course right
opposite his house.
Kilrevan was owned by Mr. & Mrs. Cree who lived on the
island of Jersey. I cannot remember who then owned the
next house,Morlich. Bynack next door was owned by
three sisters, the Misses Aitken, known locally as the
Three Bears. They later built Bynack Beag in the grounds
and sold the big house to Major General and Mrs. Sum
merville. As related earlier, Mrs Summerville had first
holidayed in Boat when she was a child, staying then at
Cuilalunn.
A big space of heather moor separated Bynack from the
next house, Clachdhian. This was owned by the Ballantyne
family. Their son Archie always wore the kilt, and even
after moving to Craggan farm at Grantown he could be
seen driving the tractor, resplendent in his kilt.
Dallas came next, and it was owned by Major & Mrs.
McLeod. The Major was a great railway enthusiast, and
built all the locomotives, carriages, wagons, and track,
complete with bridges and stations, in his garden. Some
of the locomotives were worked by steam, and he used to
have “Open days”, charging three old pence, for charity.
The last house on the road wasMoorlands which is now
called Tigh a’Mhonaidh. It was built just before WW II by
three sisters, Stein by name. I remember being told that
when the house was nearing completion one of the sisters
lay down where her bed was to be and discovered she
could not see the Sluggan Pass. The builders had to come
back and move the window so that she could see the
view!

Addendum – Houses on the Moor

I have had numerous enquiries about houses on the moor
between the village and the school. There were two of
them, one with a red roof was occupied by Mr & Mrs
Turnbull, whilst the other, a black wooden house, was oc
cupied by Mr and Mrs Shochan Grant. Both families
moved to Grampian Crescent around 1947/48. One of the
houses was previously occupied by a family by the name
of Higginbottom – hence the gate at the entrance to the
loch is known as Higgie’s Gate.

Lapse of Memory

My memory does not seem to be serving me as well as it
should, I have to confess that I have made a few mistakes
whilst writing “Memories of the Boat from 1940”
The first mistake was in part 2 (Issue No. 32) when I wrote
that Harry Fraser resided in Balblair and his sister Tot in
Blantyre. It should have been the other way around!
In part 3 (Issue No. 33), Fraser’s the shoemaker’s shop, I
had Mr Leslie taking over on the death of Mr Fraser –
again, it should have been the other way around.
In part 4 (Issue No. 34) I made the silly mistake of renam
ing David’s and Beth’s house (at the Post Office)
Craigowrie, when of course it should have been
Cairngorm.
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MARK TOMLINSON
for all your Roofing Work – tiles, slates, gut
tering, felting, chimney stacks, storm dam

age, re roofs etc.

+
property maintenance, agricultural build
ings, garden work and general handyman
activities

Tel: 07984 859812
Or 07523 444208

Highland Carers Advocacy

If you look after a relative,
friend or neighbour who
cannot manage without your
support, then you are a carer.

Sometimes carers feel that their knowledge, views
and needs are not taken into account when
decisions are made. Highland Carers Advocacy
provides a free service to support carers to express
their views and opinions so that carers can positively
influence their circumstances.

If you would like more information about the
Highland Carers Advocacy Service then please
contact your local Advocacy Caseworker:

Dorothy Wilkie, Tel: 07760779462,
e mail dwilkie@hccf.org.uk
Or Tel: 01463 723569,
e mail carersadvocacy@hccf.org.uk

CHRIS DOUGLAS
PLUMBING & HEATING
24 Hour Emergency Call Out

Property Maintenance

10 High Street

Boat of Garten

PH24 3BW

Telephone:

01479 831301
07534 815386
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STRANGE STRUCTURES APPEAR IN BOAT WOODS!!
By Stewart Blair
There’s something new going down in the Boat of Garten woods, in the foothills of Fairy Hill. On the once disused
skating pond, not every day, but once every few months, strange structures appear and lots of energetic teenagers
too … why?? “Yo, ma home!” it’s the arrival of the Mobile skate park!
The park has featured twice in the Boat woods of late and has been pulling more boarders and scooter riders every
time! The little mounds, jumps and boxes take a wee half hour or so to put up but once in place a special breed of the
spatially aware start to fly.
One observer and helper, Trice, [who lives nearby] couldn’t believe
how orderly all the riders were. One by one, in a fluid motion skaters
took their turn to jump, twist or slide across the little humps and
bumps. Even the couple of BMXers in the midst of the 18 or so
boarders managed to dart in and out without too much ado!
Despite the heat – and it was an unseasonably roasting the last day
the skate park was in Boat, the riders were not deterred! For around
3 hours they rolled, zoomed, darted and dived on the newly swept
and edged concrete strip. Honestly, it was a joy to watch, and not
noisy either. The scooter wheels purred as they roll along in relaxed
fashion to their own unique rhythm, “SLAP!” sounds, as boards hit
the ground, the only reminders that the sport is a daring activity at
times.
For most of the teenagers from Carrbridge, Boat, Nethy and Grantown it’s a change of scenery from the Village hall or
M&B stores’ new tarmac. Not only that, it’s a chance to hang out in the woods doing something THEY want to do!
[Oh, and are v. good at too!!] Gregor Rose kept performing double tail whips like they were going out of fashion!! Get
with it – come and help the next time the MSP is in town!!
BIG Thanks go – Ward fund, Community Council for funding repairs to the skating pond and everyone who has been involved
in helping to make the Skate Park days happen. Always looking for new volunteers, poster out soon with new dates for sum
mer!

WEE BOGEES GROUP (more photos pages 14&15)
By Olga Dean Hart and Susana Montes Fito

This has been a very good year for the Wee Bogees. The
attendance has been increasing to over 10 regulars and
with many babies being born in Boat the future is bright
too. We have had frequent attendance from families from
as far afield as Kincraig. We have lots of toys and equip
ment; ride on toys, puzzles, colouring sets, play doh, tun
nels, books etc. There is a drink and a health snack for
little ones, whilst coffee and a natter for the parents to
keep everyone abreast of local developments. On sunny
days we go out to the playground. Then we settle down
for a story and singing before heading home!
We are grateful for the use of the Community Hall on Fri
day morning (10am – noon). CALA kindly visit us regularly
to help child activities. Trips to Eden Court to see panto
mimes and children’s opera as well as the Highland Wild

life Park have been highlights of the calendar.We wel
come more children and activities.

On SATURDAY the 23rd June we are having a CHILDREN'S
FAMILY FUN PARTY at the Community Hall from 3.30 to
5.30pm. to celebrate FOUR years anniversary of the Play
Group. A gathering of families from each side of the valley
will be attending the party. There will be music, activities,
games, and many surprises !! A fundraising event to sup
port the Children's Club !
If you are interested, just turn up at the Community Hall
on Fridays between 10 and noon, or alternatively get in
touch with Olga on 831204.
Secretary: OLGA (LISOVA) DEAN HART 077 69 27 01 52
Chair Person: SUSANA MONTES FITO theweebogees@gmx.com
Treasurer: CLAIRE JOY ANDERSON
Fundraiser: KARINA DZIALACH 079 28 39 26 65

Forthcoming Mobile Skate Park Days

Saturday 23rd June 11 5pm

Tuesday 3rd July 10 3pm

Friday 10th August 10 3pm

Venue Curling Pond
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CARTERS TRADITIONAL FISH & CHIPS 

 

MONDAY — NETHYBRIDGE 

TUESDAY—TOMATIN 

WEDNESDAY— NEWTONMORE 

THURSDAY— BOAT OF GARTEN 

FRIDAY— CARRBRIDGE 

SATURDAY— KINCRAIG 

4.30PM— 8PM DAILY 
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Boat of Garten says Thanks to Cllr Stuart Black
After 20 Years of Service
By Alison Fielding

In early May,
on behalf of all
those who
make up the
community of
Boat of Garten
and its vicinity,
the Community
Council gave a
vote of thanks
to Cllr Stuart

Black for his long service on the Highland Council and
made a presentation to him of a framed print of the wa
tercolour “Ice and Rocks at Loch Garten”. Apparently it
now has pride of place on his sitting room wall, thus mak
ing sure he does not forget us.
Stuart is as local as you can get. Born in Ian Charles Hospi
tal, he has lived in and around Nethy Bridge all his life. He
recalls his early childhood on a farm in Dorback, lit by can
dles and oil lamps. When Dorback Primary School closed in
1958, having only 7 pupils, he moved to Nethy Primary
and then Secondary School. He left school at 15 years old
to work on the family farm. Sheep, in particular black
faced sheep, became his passion. He joined the Young
Farmers Club and was soon in action in the National Farm
ers Union. There, he gained confidence in public speaking
and became known as someone willing to stand up for
issues of concern.
Stuart says that when he first stood as an Independent
candidate in the 1992 elections for the District Council, he
saw it as “a wee hobby”. In 1996 the Highland Council be
came a Unitary Authority and he was re elected, again as
an Independent. In 2000 he became the local Liberal Party
Candidate and has remained in office in that capacity ever
since. With changes in legislation, the responsibilities
grew into a part time job. Badenoch and Strathspey Coun
cillors are well known for their determination to work to
gether to represent the whole community, but in order to
ensure local people have a first port of call, the informal
arrangement has been for each councillor to take a pri
mary interest in certain villages. Stuart Black was ‘Boat’s
Councillor’ from 1995 2000, then Angus Gordon was
‘attached’ to Boat, then Stuart Black resumed primary re
sponsibility for representing our affairs from 2007 until
now. During that time he has attended virtually all the
Community Council meetings and taken up issues on our
behalf on a regular basis. His cheerful and engaging man
ner, his sense of humour and his skill in diplomacy have
been of great benefit on many occasions. Due to the re
spect so many local Agencies have for his fair minded
ness, he has been invited to stay on as Chair of the Boat of
Garten Housing Working Group.
What else will he do next ? No doubt his wife, Barbara, has
many plans for him! Apart from his beloved sheep, his fel

low councillors gave him a new spade to make sure he has
no excuse but to find time for more gardening. He says he
has taken his doctor’s advice to lose some weight and has
bought a new mountain bike so watch out for him on the
roads and in the forests!
All of us would like to wish him well for a long, happy and
healthy retirement. In return, Stuart has said
‘ I have very much admired the contribution of the Com
munity Council and its office bearers in support of this
very special community. I will miss you all but will be
watching your progress with interest’
Good luck Stuart

EXERCISE FOR PEOPLE OVER 50
By Audrey Martin

Begin by standing on a comfortable surface, where you
have plenty of room at each side.
With a 5 lb potato bag in each hand, extend your arms
straight out from your sides and hold them there as long
as you can. Try to reach a full minute, and then relax. Each
day you'll find that you can hold this position for just a bit
longer.
After a couple of weeks, move up to 10 lb potato bags.
Then try 50 lb potato bags and then eventually try to get
to where you can lift a 100 lb potato bag in each hand and
hold your arms straight for more than a full
minute. (I'm at this level.)
After you feel confident at that level, put a
potato in each bag.

Health Walk
By Mina Johnson

In this part of the world there are several Walking Groups,
but none quite like the Health Walk Club. If you have not
done much walking recently or are looking for someone
with whom you might tackle a short stroll, do join us.
Meet outside The Boat Hotel at 1:30pm on a Wednesday.
At a reasonable pace we do approximately one and a half
miles or less then return to the Hotel for a cup of tea. No
need to book!
We are keen to recruit new leaders. This is a regular and
enjoyable commitment but volunteers would not have to

be available every Wednesday.
Prospective leaders are expected
to do a simple one day course and
another on First Aid. Should this
be of interest to you, join us on
any Wednesday or phone:

Anne 831 562
Mina 831 502
Mary 831 480
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JOHN CAMERON
Landscaping and Ground Works

Landscaping

Foundations

Driveways

Cable Tracks

Pipework for Drains etc.

NO JOB TOO SMALL

TELEPHONE:
07834 733871

JJ’S HAIR DESIGN 
STYLING YOUR HAIR TO SUIT 

YOUR LIFE STYLE  
  

Experts in cutting and 
colouring   

Styling advice 

Wedding and party hair 
 
 

For appointment please call 
  

Jennifer 01479811062  

Marilyn 0752 69 31 080 
  

Within  the Hilton  
Coylumbridge Hotel  

  
www.jjshairdesignaviemore.com 

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES
Skills for Success in Badenoch & Strathspey

A date for your diary!
STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES

LAUNCH EVENT
SATURDAY 23RD JUNE

9.30 – 13.00
BOAT OF GARTEN COMMUNITY HALL

Over the next three years, the new Strengthening Communities project will provide networking and training
opportunities for individuals and community groups/organisations in Badenoch & Strathspey. These opportunities are
designed to:

Enable your community to become more self sustaining and successful
Help you / your community organisation to develop strong networks and partnerships with others to deliver high

quality results
Provide personal development for you and other volunteers who want to help your community
Help your community generate its own income and jobs
Develop your skills and confidence as well as BE FUN!

Come along and help to strengthen your community
Breakfast, Refreshments and Lunch included

For more information, contact Karen Derrick at VABS (Grantown on Spey office)
01479 873445 or karen@karenderrick.org.uk
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RETIREMENT!!!
By Julia Spencer

When retirement looms most people make plans and
Frank (Spencer) from here in the "Boat", ex Green
keeper/mechanic, is no exception.
His pride and joy 110 Land Rover needed restoration, so
safely stripped of body panels etc, a new chassis bought
(galvanised of course) and it was prepared to be built to
high specifications.
Then, as it was being
stored (note from Julia to
editor, we have stuff eve
rywhere!!!) some body
panels came to light for an
80 Land Rover (1951) and
also the running gear for a
Diahatsu (1982).
Having built one in the past, it now makes sense to build
another whilst waiting for the good weather in order to
start on the 110.
So last winter the new off road beastie was born and
here's how. The original body was shortened to fit the
chassis; pipes that were needed came from an old wash
ing machine; door handles found that were left over
from building the conservatory and the tarpaulin cover
what else but an old bouncy castle cut to fit.

There, finished ! Off
for a trial with the 4x4
Highland Four Wheel
Drive Club!
Time to start the 110.

Now where did I put
my spanners?

Fun after all the work—see photos in the centre spread
(pages 14 and 15)

TIMBER HARVESTING
BOAT OF GARTEN WOODS

Will Anderson
Forestry Director
Seafield & Strathspey Estates

“The trees that are slow to grow bear the best fruit”
Moliere (1622 – 1673)
That quote may well be true but using the analogy of
comparing fruit with other desirable benefits from trees
and you could add “but only if tended”.
Because they are slow growing the plantation pines in
Strathspey see short bursts of “tending”, in this case
thinning, every ten years or so throughout their produc
tive life. Some thinning was carried out in the southern

part of the Boat woods in 2008 and it is now time to thin
the northern section, closer to the village. Because of
the recreational use of the woodlands, the Estate would
like to make the Community aware of operations well in
advance of work starting. It is expected that felling will
start around September 2012, after the main Capercail
lie breeding season, and continue for 2 3 months.
The thinning will be similar to the work carried out in
2008 but the opportunity is being taken to do some fell
ing along the edges of the internal roads to provide op
portunities for regeneration of pine. This regeneration
will help screen the centre of the wood to reduce distur
bance of ground nesting birds by recreational users as
well as generally improving the habitat and, hopefully,
amenity too by introducing another age class of trees
into the woods.
Felling will remove up to 70% of the trees in the first 15
metres from the edge of the track. Mature pines and
trees which have the potential to become features will
be retained and where existing bankings already limit
visibility into the plantation, trees will be retained up to
the track edge to avoid creation of an un natural corri
dor effect.
In order to carry out the timber harvesting, some main
tenance of the forest roads will be necessary, as the
vegetation alongside them has grown in over the years
since the last thinning. This will include cutting of vegeta
tion and some resurfacing work to reinstate the lorry
access.
There will be disruption for recreational users during the
operation but this will be kept to a minimum both in
time and area. Machinery will not normally operate at
week ends or in the evening and information and safety
signs will be put up on site before work starts.
To encourage the regeneration the ground has to be dis
turbed in a process called scarification. This process re
moves the plants that might compete with the young
trees. This will be carried out a few months after timber
harvesting is completed.
It is inevitable that there will be some short term incon
venience and visual impact as a result of operations but
as these will be to the long term benefit of both the
owners and users of the woodland we would ask that
you bear with us.

SHOWBOATERS

'Where There's a Will', by Norman Robbins a comedy
'whodunnit', is the next production of Showboaters.
This is a gently amusing play perfect for a summer's
evening so we look forward to seeing you there.
Performances will be at 7.30 on Wed 27: Thurs 28: Fri
29: Sat 30 June.
Ticket prices are £8/£4 and are now available at Boat of
Garten shops and Ewe and Me Grantown.
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Wee Bogees

Frank Spencer

PLAYTIME!

Our First Osprey Festival!
Everyone who took part in the first Osprey Festival is talking about how much fun they had, whether it was the art
and craft workshops, the wildlife walks or the Box o Bananas ceilidh! Race the Steam Train was a great event, with
more than 200 runners taking part and the Craft Fair and cafe kept people at the hall for hours on end.

Mask Making Workshop

Drumming Rehearsal

Strange Animals in the Woods!

Drumfun Workshop

Box o Bananas
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JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS IN
BOAT OF GARTEN, FAVOURED
WITH THE PRESENCE OF SOME

VERY IMPORTANT ROYAL
VISITORS

THE OLYMPIC TORCH TRAVELS
THROUGH

In Aviemore

Deshar pupils joined up with Carrbridge Primary school and
put on an amazing performance, entertaining the crowd after
the torch arrived at the public car park in Carrbridge. The
children sang, We Are The Champions and Caledonia accom
panied by The Anne Dickson Band. A great time was had by
all, with added excitement for the Deshar pupils at the end of
the day whilst waiting for the bus home. The runner in the
picture arrived back at the car park after her stint and allowed
the children a close up look at her torch, whilst some got to
hold it. A once in a life time experience for them.

In Carrbridge

Torch being lit





BOG STANDARD— Summer 2012

17

DESHAR SCHOOL NEWS (more photos on pages 14&15)
By Annie Forwood

The school held a pupils’ art
exhibition on 11th May when,
in addition to enjoying the
artwork, visitors could also
enjoy a cup of tea or coffee.
The event proved very
successful, both in terms of

enjoyment and fundraising,
with £36 being raised for
McMillan Cancer Support and
£94 for school funds.
Also during May, Ross
Alexander and Sally Garrow
of P7 joined together with
Abernethy School pupils for a residential trip to Edinburgh.
The highlights of their trip were the Witchery Tour and visits
to Dynamic Earth, Deep Seal Work and the Museum of Scot
land. Apparently there was lots of walking around the capi
tal involved, so it was a healthy excursion as well as a cultural
one!
On June 11th, the school joined pupils from Carr Bridge
School to watch the Olympic Torch pass through the village
and to take part in a musical performance to celebrate the
occasion.
ECO Success – Following an assessment on 1st June, Deshar
School earned its third Green Flag. Congratulations and well
done, with particular praise going to members of the Eco
Committee. The school’s Eco Committee decided to use
funds from the Christmas Enterprise Sale to adopt a jaguar
and an orang utan as part of the World Wildlife Fund cam
paign. The committee also put together a new Eco Code
based on suggestions from the pupils. Their next job will be
to put the code to music!
ECO Code 2012
Eat fruit munch, munch……crunch, crunch
We grow plants for butterflies and bees
Keep hydrated not dehydrated…drink water please
Litter’s out clean is in
Make sure you use a bin
Cycle to school and don’t be a fool
Turn the lights off everyday
Saving energy in every way
Turn off the water that would be right
Make sure the taps are nice and tight
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
22nd June, 1.30pm School Sports Day at the Community
Council Football Pitch.
25th June, 6.30pm End of Term Concert in the Community
Hall, followed by a Disco

BADMINTON
By Lorraine MacPherson
With the 2012 badminton season over, Boat’s group

recorded 19 players this year with worthy winners Duncan
Clark (Carr bridge) and partner Sandra Lang (Boat of Garten)
coming out top of the leader board in the final. The final
night’s play was celebrated with a prize giving.
Results –
Gents 1st Duncan Clark, Runner up Douglas Clark
Ladies 1st Sandra Lang, Runner up Emma Macdonald
Several other novelty prizes were also awarded including one
for Archie Lang who clinched the title of being the member
with the most injuries and won a 36 pack of loo roll courtesy
of Heilan’ Loos.
The informal badminton group usually meet on a Monday
night throughout the winter season. New members (young
and old) are welcome and cost is £3 per night for adults and
£2 for juniors. Watch the hall’s noticeboard for details nearer
the time.

SWRI NEWS
By Britt Taylor

Another year is now over. Following voting at
the AGM there were no changes to the com
mittee which stays the same e.g. me as chair
person, Lorna Shiells as secretary and Mary Clark as our
treasurer. We have had our first committee meeting and
have decided upon next year’s programme and I hope you
will find it interesting. The first meeting is on 17th September,
more about this later.
A big thank you to everybody who helped with the catering
at the Osprey Festival, we raised £121.05 and this will go to

wards our branch funds.
Shirley Paul took the very nice
photograph of our community
entry competition hats at the
Arts and Craft exhibition at
Nethy Bridge. The sewn hat at
the top was made by Jane
Fletcher, the light blue hat in
canvasswork by Shirley Paul,
the blue fascinator by Caroline
Wilson, the red felt hat and
lilac fascinator were both by

Britt Taylor and finally the knitted hat was by Mary Cowe.
Unfortunately our branch was not provided with a backboard
for our display which let the presentation down a little, nev
ertheless we were very satisfied with our efforts and the
overall result. Well done and thank you to all those that took
part. I hope we will enter the community competition again
soon. In addition to the community entry Shirley Paul and I
won several individual awards.
Following this successful show I would be delighted to hear
that there will be a good few of us who are making plans for
entries for the Grantown show. These need to be in by 5th

July.
I hope you all have a good summer and see you again in
September.



BOG STANDARD— Summer 2012

18



BOG STANDARD— Summer 2012

19

STRATHSPEY RAILWAY SHOWCASE DAY
By Hendy Pollock

The Strathspey Railway had a successful
media "Showcase Day" on Friday 25th May
with three of its historic locomotives in steam for press
and TV cameras. At the same time a number of the Rail
way's volunteers were on hand to tell of how being a vol
unteer can be a most en
joyable pastime.
The sight of the three lo
comotives together re
created what the 1898
Aviemore, former High
land Railway, shed must
have seen on many occa
sions. The work of the car
riage repair and restoration depot was also on display.
Local community leaders, Councillors, MSPs and MP
Danny Alexander were invited to come along as support
for the railway's continuing development, including the
planned extension to Grantown.

Danny Alexander even got
hold of the regulator on
the stunning blue Caledo
nian locomotive. Some
things are even better
than being a government
minister! Guests were
treated to a special lunch

trip down the line to Granish moor and back to top off a
hot day on the railway.

INFORMATION HUB FOR STATION SQUARE ARRIVES

Who is that unloading
the hub?

Oh, I think it must be
Penny and Heather in
disguise, because they
look done in (below)—

just waiting for
someone to de
liver them a cup of
tea and cake!

CHURCH MATTERS

Baptisms, weddings and funerals are very much part of
church life, and it was lovely to have St Columba’s church
filled with a family and their friends very recently, many of
whom had travelled from the Glasgow area to celebrate a
marriage in Boat of Garten.
Thankfully, after a spell of cold and rain, the weather was
kind and the bride walked up to the church from the hotel
in all her finery. The church inside was sparkling whilst
Spud the piper brought a real Scottish flavour to the
church door. During the service we had lovely music
played on the harp by the bride’s brother.
After photos outside, the guests followed the “Pied Piper”
up to the village hall ~ a splendid venue for the celebra
tions after the ceremony.
We are blessed indeed to live in an area surrounded by
such natural beauty. Blessed too, to be part of a commu
nity which has access to such excellent facilities as well as
our shops and restaurants which serve us so richly.
Our lives would be much the poorer without the hard
work, enthusiasm and real care of so many people who
contribute to the life which goes on in and around the
Boat. During the service we gave thanks for the deep and
enduring love of God and I’m sure I echo the thoughts of
many as I take this opportunity to extend a warm thanks
to all those ~ seen and unseen ~ who bring love to our
community in such a variety of different ways.

Blessings,
Sheila Wallace, DCS

SUMMER HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES 2012

Wednesday 1st August @ Boat of Garten

Village Playing Field, Craigie Avenue

Mini Olympics
 [This will move into the Community Hall if the weather is bad]

[try out some Olympic sports: athletics, golf, football,
shinty, relays, tennis, rugby, sumo, volleyball etc ]

£5 please book in advance

2 4 pm P2 P7

Cage football

10 12am and 1 3pm P4 S5

£1 no need to book just turn up and play 
All booking details can be found in the Summer Holiday

Activities brochure, online at
www.highlifehighland.com/summer

or alternatively please contact your nearest High Life
Highland facility for further information.
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Family Fun Day at Forest Lodge

Sunday 5th August
12 to 4pm

£3 per child, adults free!

Food and refreshments available courtesy of
the Abernethy Parent/ Teacher Council

Activities Including:

Duck Race, Flying Fox, nest box building, face
painting, wildlife safari, beat the black grouse
goalie and many more.

Want to help out? From car parking to duck rac
ing to filling rolls, we need all the help we can
get! Call Ross on 821 409 or 821 791 (evening) if
you are able to lend a hand.

Badenoch & Strathspey Community
Transport Company

Music EventMusic Event  

Friday 29th June

Between 2.00pm and 4.00pm

We are grateful for all contributions of
baking

Everyone is welcome

01479 810004
Transport MUST be booked in advance
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DUTHIL CHURCHES
By James Dunbar

This is the 3rd of the articles telling something of the history of the churches that make up the
Parish of Boat of Garten, Duthil and Kincardine. I have already looked at St Columba’s and Kin
cardine and so it is now the turn of Duthil both the “ new “
Duthil Church and the much older but sadly no longer used
“Old” Duthil Church.

The “ new” church in Carr bridge opened in August, 1909 as the original United Free
Church. A Manse ( long sold) was built at the same time. It became part of the
Church of Scotland in 1929.

In 1976 it underwent a transformation with the com
pletion of an extensive renovation scheme costing £7,609. It included the remodel
ling of the chancel to house the pulpit, Communion table and chair, from the dis
used Duthil Old Church.
The pulpit is a memorial to the Rev. William Grant – an ancestor of Lady Turnbull,
Reidhaven, Grantown who had a long ministry in Duthil. The Communion table is
in memory of the Rev Patrick Grant, minister of Duthil in the late 18th and early
19th Centuries.
From him were descended, through his daughter, a number of distinguished people

who are commemorated by Duthil memorial tablets. They include Field Marshall Sir Patrick Grant and General Sir
Henry Fane Grant. These tablets were "rescued" and placed in the Duthil Chapel formed in what was the rear of
Carr Bridge Church also on display there are the memorial tablets and rolls of honour which were previously else
where in the Carr bridge building.
The transept was closed off to form a church hall. A feature of the renovation is the panelling at the back of the
chancel, which is floodlit, and the cross which is lit from the rear.
The renovated church was dedicated by the Rev Dr Horace Walker, Secretary of the Church of Scotland Home
Board. The opening ceremony, was performed by the Moderator of the Presbytery of Abernethy, the Rev. James
Boyd, Nethybridge.
It is worth noting that Boat of Garten (and Kincardine) were both served by “ missionaries” from Duthil until the
Boat got its own church and minister. Of course Duthil and Boat of Garten linked together in 1969 and united last

year.
The Free Church: Neither the original Free Church nor its attendant Hall are in
use anymore, although back in 1985 there were some 85 adherents . The map
shows that the church was located off the current main road. It was sold in
1963 and is now the Fairwinds Hotel!
It is interesting to note that, prior to the building of this Church (in 1850) and
after the 1843 Disruption of the then Church of Scotland, members of the newly
created Free Church worshipped in the woods in and around Carr bridge – re
gardless of the season!

The “Old” Duthil Church
The original Duthil Church was built in about 1400 and dedicated to St Peter. It
survived the Reformation but was pulled down in 1840 with the current building

being built thereafter. The original foundation was, as likely as not, granted by the Bishop of Moray in the mid 12th
century – although probably at another site.
Traditionally, of course, the Church is associated with the Chiefs of Grant – the first of whom to be buried in the
Graveyard was James Grant the 3rd of Freuchy in around 1555 (a historical aside – They also had Urquhart Castle on
Loch Ness at the time, famously blowing it up in 1692).
Its first Protestant Minister was one William Fraser in 1614. The current building was built in 1826 and the first of the
2 Grant Mausoleums was built in 1837 and served the community until 1967.
Duthil “ Old” Church has, like Kincardine, a very old Pre Reformation Baptism stone outside its door.

The Men of Duthil
No article about the Parish of Duthil would be complete without mention of the “ Men of Duthil” who were they
and what role did they play in the history of the Church? First and foremost they were “Men of Faith” but also “Men
of Dissension!” (continued overleaf)
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Even before the Disruption of 1843, Duthil and Carr bridge came into prominence owing to a religious revival which
was started there by some men towards the end of the 18th century. It was these revivalists who were called the Men
of Duthil. They had great faith and professed to have been brought to a sense of their errors by some miraculous
means, and took upon themselves to expound the Scriptures to their friends. At the Disruption, the Men all came out
and, for years after, were religious firebrands in the parish. Mainly tailors, blacksmiths and farm labourers, they were
of the deepest piety and immense scriptural knowledge, but of a rather introverted form. At times they were given to
sitting in judgement on the ministers of the time even compelling them to resign. One spectator described them thus:
“All in all, all waited with years, not a few of them being octogenarians. They are possessed of strongly marked facial
lines and peculiarities and give very forcible expression to their antipathies and convictions; also they invariably don
the old fashioned tartan plaid.” Their fanaticism was so unrelenting that they even call the Apostle of the North, Dr
John MacDonald of Ferintosh, a blackbird of the devil.
A couple of other interesting characters associated with the church were:

William Grant— Famous for his piety and uprightness, he was considered to have second sight. He was of course the
instigator of the erection of the memorial commemorating the “ miracle” of the waters of the River Spey dividing so
that the funeral cortege of Mary of Lurg could cross.
Donald Cattanach—Of him it was said “there is no person this side of the Pope of Rome as holy as Donald Cattanach”!

Acknowledgements : My thanks must go to the following: David Ritchie who provided me much useful information
about Duthil when I was preparing my talk “Churches of Strathspey & Badenoch” for the Grantown Society last year. I
would also like to thank the authors of the Carr bridge website as I have taken some of their information – I would
thoroughly recommend it – http://www.carrbridge.com

DID I READ THE SIGN RIGHT?

WOULD THE PERSONWHO TOOK THE STEP LADDER YESTERDAY PLEASE BRING IT BACK OR FURTHER STEPS WILL BE
TAKEN

AFTER TEA BREAK STAFF SHOULD EMPTY THE TEAPOT AND STAND UPSIDE DOWN ON THE DRAINING BOARD
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CAIRNGORM   BIKE  &  HIKE 

 
Railway Station, Boat of Garten 01479 831745 

New for 2012!  Nature Trail Cycle Quest! 

Hire a bike or use your own!  Fun for all the family! 
All proceeds toward Boat of Garten Osprey Festival 2013 

For some great reductions on biking & outdoor gear see our  

‘Sizzling Summer Special Offers!’ 
Come to the Shop at the Station Square  

or visit our new On-line shop! 

SNIPPETS
By Shirley Paul

At a recent meeting someone remarked that we are very
fortunate to live in such a crime free village. I agreed and
said that it was even more apparent years ago. When we
first came to live at Boat of Garten, in September 1961, we
were lucky enough to rent Raebreck from Jimmy and Jessie
MacGillivray (the start of a life long friendship). It was a
long walk to the village, so I was very glad to make use of
the travelling shop that stopped at the road end a couple
of times a week. You left your message bag at the gate.
Your list and purse were left in the bag. When the "shop"
came round the messages went into the bag, the money to
pay was taken from your purse and the correct change was
left there. A wonderful system and it worked perfectly!
In those days the doctor came to see you at home and if
you needed medicine he handed the prescription in to
Boots the Chemist in Grantown. A very young Alison Sin
clair worked at Boots and she would be entrusted with
delivering the medicine on her way home. This meant that
the bus stopped at our road end to allow Alison to jump
off and leave it by the gate before getting back on the bus
and continuing home to Hillcrest. Another system that
worked wonderfully!
Thinking of Raebreck, I also remembered that when we

first moved in we had no electricity. There was power in
the village but not in the outlying places. By the time we
came to Raebreck the Hydro Board were in the process of
connecting all the outlying houses. The wiring in the house
was complete but we had to wait until the spring for the
connection. We also had a problem in that the flat we had
rented in Glasgow was on an annual lease and of course
we were going to have to pay it for several more months.
We sub let it to friends, but as they had no furniture we
had to leave most of ours in Glasgow for them to use until
they bought their own. As a result we were more or less
camping in Raebreck, with a few things that I had bought
at an auction sale in the drill hall in Grantown. This was the
winter when the White Lady Chairlift was being built. The
"anonymous donor" who gave the money to build the
Sheiling wanted to discuss it with Tom, so Donny
Mackenzie brought him round to see us at Raebreck. There
we were using a paraffin lamp, by a coal fire, sitting on old
boxes covered with blankets and he was telling us about
his "under drive" heating in case it was frosty in the morn
ings !!!

DID I READ THE SIGN RIGHT?

TOILET OUT OF ORDER. PLEASE USE FLOOR BELOW
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REMOVING PYLONS WILL IMPROVE LANDSCAPE
Extract from CNPA Newsletter 25th May 2012

The views across the Cairngorms National Park will be
greatly improved thanks to plans to replace metal electric
ity pylons between Etteridge and Boat of Garten with un
derground cabling and wooden pole lines.
Meeting in Boat of Garten (Friday 25 May 2012), the Cairn
gorms National Park Authority (CNPA) Planning Commit
tee welcomed Scottish Hydro Electric's Rationalisation
Scheme for the Beauly Denny Power Line and suggested a
number of modifications to further improve the proposals.
Scottish Ministers approved the development of the new
Beauly Denny power line in January 2010, overturning
CNPA's objection to the power line being built through the
National Park. CNPA did, however, manage to secure
agreement that redundant pylons would be removed and
where possible the line would be underground.

Our First Osprey Festival! (More photos on page 14)
By Anna Barton

Everyone who took part in the first Osprey Festival is talk
ing about how much fun they had, whether it was the art
and craft workshops, the wildlife walks or the Box o Ba
nanas ceilidh! Race the Steam Train was a great event,
with more than 200 runners taking part and the Craft Fair
and cafe kept people at the hall for hours on end.
Thank you to everyone who came along and joined in and
to the Festival sponsors, Speyside Wildlife. Special thanks
to the volunteers who helped make it happen: Audrey
Martin, Bev Brodie (ably assisted by Eva and Tasha), Dodo
Keir, Bert Wilson, Stewart Blair, Annie Forward, Lorraine
MacPherson, Graham MacPherson, Mairi Gordon, Alan
Richards, Pam MacGillivray, James Gordon, Valerie Fair
weather, Alison Fielding, Deshar Parent Council, SWRI,
and, of course, the officers and Directors of the Commu

nity Company.
Bar Staff

Ice Cream

Race the Steam Train Warm up

DID I READ THE SIGN RIGHT?
Outside a Second hand Shop:
WE EXCHANGE ANYTHING BICYCLES, WASHING
MACHINES, ETC. WHY NOT BRING YOUR WIFE ALONG AND
GET A WONDERFUL BARGAIN?

NEW BENCH
By Sue Murray

A new bench has ar
rived sitting outside front
of the Community Hall. It
is made of a sustainable
hardwood, sapele, which
is quite like mahogany.
It has an inscription on it which will puzzle most people.
Iain (Murray) taught Latin, so was amused by this quota
tion. Although each word is Latin, it does not translate to
make any sense at all. However, if you read it as English,
but with the words divided differently, you can work out
what the English says (Answer on page 26)

ORE STABIT FORTIS ARARE PLACET ORE STAT

KING EDWARD I in Boat of Garten
By Hugh Boyd

Some years ago I picked up an "Atlas of Scottish History to
1707" produced by the Scottish Medievalist and The De
partment of Geography, University of Edinburgh in1996. It
appears that in 1303 King Edward the First of England (The
Hammer of the Scots) was in Boat of Garten on 28th Sep
tember to 2nd October.
He marched his army up the east side of Scotland and ap
proached Boat via Kinloss and Lochindorb. He went home
via Kinloss, so Boat was the furthest point of his incursion
into Scotland.
For more information Google Atlas of Scottish History to
1707.

CAIRNGORMS NATIONAL PARK LOCAL
DEVELOPMENT PLAN

The Cairngorms National Park Authority is carrying out an
informal consultation for development in the National
Park over the next 5 10 years.

The Community Council has received a proposed Settle
ment Map together with a proposed Core Paths Map.

These maps will be available for residents to view from 7 –
7.30 pm prior to the next Community Council meeting on
Monday 16 July. The Community Council will make a final
decision about these maps at their meeting on Monday 3
September 2012.

The maps can be seen at the National Park offices or alter
natively contact Mary Clark on 831480 if you would like to
see them prior to 16 July.
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WALK TO CREAG A’GHREUSAICHE
Small Hill above the Sluggan Pass with Great Views
By Tina Jack

Park at the road end of the track to Milton Cottage (NH
9337 1519) on back road (B970) from Boat to Coylum
bridge. Walk up the track around half a mile to grass tri
angle where the tracks split, keep on the right hand side
track & go through the gate.
The path ascends fairly gently through the woods with the
gorge of Milton Burn on your left. After about a mile
there is a turn to the right where the climbing is a bit
steeper but as you climb higher wonderful views to the
Cairngorms open up on your left. At this open area Creag
a’Ghreusaiche is in front of you to the left of the track.
As the main track starts to bend to the right, continuing
up to the transmitter, leave track on small path to the left
which takes you through a stile. This becomes a narrow &
sometimes steep (& also sometimes muddy) but short
path to the summit. The summit area is quite flat but
watch out for some old wire across the path which takes
you to the trig point (NH 9407 1237)
Rest awhile & take in the panoramic views to the Cairn
gorms & further down the strath to Kingussie & Newton
more. Return the same way or if you’re lucky enough to
have more than one car available this could be a through
walk to end either at Badaguish (NH 9571 1131) or Loch
Morlich (NH 9590 0966 or NH 9743 0986).
(Approx 2 miles to summit, ascent 830ft or so)

BOAT OF GARTEN CHURCH GUILD
By Mina Johnson, Convener

This year we mark the 125th birthday of the Church of
Scotland Guild and, of course, we have very recently cele
brated the Queen's Jubilee. Last year much was said and
done to mark the 400th anniversary of the King James Bi
ble and so it's been a real time of noting, marking and
celebrating.
During the past session we have been active in various
ways. To mark Guild Week in November 15 members of
the community received a visit and some flowers after
morning worship.
In the last edition of BOG Standard I wrote about our in
tention to have the fund raising Soup Lunch in the Com
munity Hall for the very first time. Many thanks to all
those in the village who supported us so generously. We
raised £302 which was divided between the Visitors' Cen
tre at Perth Prison and the eradication of Child Trafficking
in Cambodia.
Just before going on the Easter break, the children and
staff of Deshar School took part in an Easter Service in the
Church and this was followed by chocolate goodies and
tea provided by members of the Guild. That event proved
to be a meaningful part of Easter worship in our Church.

The aim of the Guild has always been to bring Church
members together as they dedicate their lives to Jesus
Christ through worship, fellowship and service and this
tradition carries on today. The Guild is still a strong, vi
brant and key part of our Church family here in Boat of
Garten.
If you have an interest in our work do join us.

TOMS
By Ann Napier

The final concert of the TOMS current season was held on
26 May when the audience enjoyed an out
standing performance from Anthony Hewitt. Anthony is a
highly talented and renowned pianist, and also a very
keen cyclist. His visit to Boat of Garten was part of his am
bitious project, cycling 1200 miles in 21 days with piano in
tow (in the' Beethovan') giving recitals across Britain to
raise funds for UK music and children's charities.
He arrived at our
Hall having cycled
70 or so miles
from Perth in
searing heat, then
after a short rest,
played for us an
excellent pro
gramme of pieces
superbly! His

engaging manner
and amusing yet informative introductions to the pieces
added to the great pleasure of the evening. A most im
pressive young man!
Anthony thoroughly enjoyed his visit to us, and was most
complimentary about the acoustics of our Hall praise
indeed from a real expert, and great credit to those who
took so much trouble in the design stage of the Hall to
ensure we have such an impressive venue. We were
pleased that Sue Murray was in the audience to hear
these comments, as Ian of course was central to all of this.
This concert was the last of the current season of TOMS,
but there is an additional concert on Friday 22 June
8.00pm when we will be hosting the SCO Winds and Brass
as part of their summer tour. Tickets available from Ann
Napier 01479831213 glenavonhouse@aol.com
The 2012 2013 season of concerts, starting September
2012, marks the 5th year of the existence of TOMS, and
we have an exciting programme of concerts planned. We
have a thriving Society, the atmosphere at concerts is very
friendly (commented on by all the musicians who come to
us), so if you haven't yet come to any of our concerts, why
not give it a go?? For information about the concerts and
membership please contact Ann Napier 01479831213 gle
navonhouse@aol.com
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MARK DIAMOND 
 

mobile: 07727 654926 * email: diamond145@btinternet.com 
Upper Cairngorm Cottage * Deshar Road * Boat of Garten 

Inverness-shire * PH24 3BN 
 

Answer to Bench Question set on page 24

O REST A BIT FOR TIS A RARE PLACE TO
REST AT

BOAT OF GARTEN AND VICINITY VILLAGE SPRING
CLEAN held on Saturday 21st April
(Keep Scotland Beautiful Campaign)

Boat of Garten residents
hailed another success
ful community event.
Despite overnight tor
rential rain, and periodic
showers throughout the
morning, 25 stalwart
villagers of all ages,
braved the weather,
clad in waterproofs,
boots and bright yellow ‘Keep Scotland Tidy’ tabards to
‘Clean Up’ our environment, streets, roadsides and wood
land. For some, it was litter picks replacing golf clubs. In
addition to the numerous discarded drink cans, plastic
bags and cigarette buts which, sadly, so often litter the
strath, there were some surprising finds – clothing, bro
ken street signs, keys and various large lumps of metal.
Five young deer were found dead on the roadside out to
wards the school, a reminder to take care driving espe
cially in the dark.
All the volunteers were rewarded with a barbecue in the
Community Garden, through the generous donation of
burgers and sausages by Grants of Speyside, and rolls to
put them in from the Boat Hotel, not to mention the excel
lent cooking by our ‘chef in residence’ Graham MacPher
son. Thanks go to everyone who took part and for the sup
port all round from local businesses and the school. The
equipment purchased through a small grant from CNPA
means the village will be ready for a repeat performance
in the autumn. In the meantime it is hoped that everyone
will remember
DON’T DROP IT, BIN IT OR TAKE IT HOME !!

COMMUNITY GARDEN

The next Garden Tidy up afternoon
is planned for Friday 29th July at 2
p.m. Come along, do a little work,
enjoy the company and share in
tea and cake as recompense.

Hundred Club Draw Winners

April
1. Maureen Gillies 2. Malcolm Clark
3. Jackie Wilson
May
1. Margaret Grant 2. Desmond and
Jan Craib 3. Dodo Keir
June
1. Kate McAdam 2. Margaret
Thompson 3. David MacGilvray
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Conserving Rare Plants in the Park (Extract from
CNPA Newsletter)

The Cairngorms Rare Plants Project has now entered its
third and final year and work continues on the implementa
tion of practical management approaches specifically de
signed to conserve and enhance population of the four
threatened plants (Twinflower, Intermediate Wintergreen,
Small Cow Wheat and Lesser Butterfly orchid) targeted for
urgent recovery action by the project.
During the first two years of the project, much has been
learned about the current distribution and health of re
maining populations of the target plants in the Park. De
tailed field surveys and research studies have been under
taken, and searches conducted for the plants at old records
and in areas of suitable habitat with much assistance from
local volunteers and wildlife recorders.
This essential ground work has enabled key sites for the
target plants to be identified and conservation issues to be
determined. Appropriate sites for action have now been
established and management trials are being implemented
by working alongside land managers on a number of es
tates across the Cairngorms National Park.
Approaches include the delivery of improved habitat man
agement at sites where conditions are currently unfavour
able, as well as more hands on recovery attempts, such as
translocation of propagated plants, to restore population
viability and promote the long term survival and spread of
the target plants.
You can learn more about the project by visiting the project
website or by getting in touch with Andy Scobie the Project
Officer on 01479 810477.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
June
This year the hall is hosting several Wildlife Talks every
Monday during May and June. They have been proving
popular with wildlife and bird enthusiasts but we hope
some local people will also come along and find out more
about the wildlife on their doorstep.
July
Elgin Strathspey & Reel’s Fiddler’s Concert returns on
Wednesday 25th July at 8pm. Lots of folk look forward to
this concert every year when they can enjoy an evening of
traditional Scottish music, banter and song amongst
friends. Tickets on the door £5 including refreshments
August
Despite there being 2 weddings and 2 private parties in Au
gust this year, we have just managed to squeeze in ……. The
Auction Sale!!!!! Yes, on August 25th Rod MacKenzie re
turns to host yet another Auction Sale, one of the hall’s
main fundraising events of the year. A day for all the family.
Lots of stuff accumulating already so now’s the time to tidy
the loft, clear out your cupboards and get the guddle out of
the garage! Sale starts 12 noon. Viewing Friday night and
Saturday morning.

September
The Village Hall Golf Open down at the Boat Golf Club on
September 25th. If you’re a golfer, you should have your
names down. If you’re a local business or would like to con
tribute, you could sponsor a hole. Contact Lorraine for fur
ther details 831506.

Easy dates to remember this year –
25th July, 25th August and 25th September!!!!

Letter to the Editor received from
Energy Saving Scotland

As rising energy bills and other costs continue to eat into
many household budgets, I would like to let your readers
know about free and subsidised home insulation offers cur
rently available from UK energy suppliers. These offers are
heavily subsidised as a result of the Carbon Emissions Re
duction Target (CERT) which finishes on 31 December this
year.
We expect many free and low cost offers will be no longer
available once CERT ends and expect a heavy demand for
installations as the deadline draws near. We therefore
strongly advise that your readers act now by calling the
local Energy Saving Scotland advice centre on 0800 512 012
to find out if their home is suitable. If this is the case we
will refer them to the relevant energy supplier for a free
survey.
We can also give your readers free, impartial advice to help
reduce their fuel bills and make their home cosier too. Eve
ryone can get help, regardless of their income. Simply call
your local Energy Saving Scotland advisor on 0800 512 012
to find out how we can help.
The Energy Saving Scotland advice centre Highlands and
Islands is funded by the Scottish Government and provides
free, impartial advice to help householders save energy and
money.

HEALTH MESSAGE

As I was lying in
bed pondering the
problems of the
world, I rapidly
realized that I don't
really care. It's the
tortoise life for me!
1. If walking/cycling is good for your health, the postman
would be immortal.
2. A whale swims all day, only eats fish, drinks water, and is
fat.
3. A rabbit runs and hops and only lives 15 years.
4. A tortoise doesn't run and does nothing, yet it lives for
450 years.
And you tell me to exercise?? I don't think so.
I'm retired. Go around me!
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Boat of  Garten Golf  and Tennis Club 
Tel: 01479 831282 Email: office@boatgolf.com www.boatgolf.com

GOLF New Members are
welcome at the Club and
membership is available
in various categories, e.g.
Juniors (U 16) at £35!
Contact the Secretary’s
Office for further details.

TENNIS You can join
as a Tennis Member
for only £35 (£16 for
juniors or £85 for a
family) and, whatever
your standard, you will
find enthusiastic part
ners at Club nights
(Wednesdays, 7 9pm).

HOUSE MEMBERSHIP
Applications for House
membership are welcome.
Individual membership is
£25 per year.

Family membership is £45
per year (2 adults plus up
to 3 children under 18).


