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Anne Wilson—See page 8 

Star Item at the Auction—See page 26 

Eva Eastwood—See page 3 

Community Ranger Walk, Alison Greggans—see page 20 

Bunnies Competition, BoG Tennis Club—See page 10 
Ascot Ladies: The Sixties —See page 12 

Ospreys on the Attack—See pages 22 and 23 
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BOG Standard is published by the Community Council, who appoints the Editor and underwrites the costs not covered by 
advertising.  Articles published express the views of the authors and not the Council or Editor, unless otherwise stated. 

I hope you enjoy the mix of information within this Autumn edition.  At this time of year, we are all starting to think about winter 
activities, and to help with planning these there is a schedule of events in the centre pages.  To supplement this information, 
there are full details of the forthcoming TOMS concerts and the Winter Illustrated Talks.  And of course there is the annual  
Bonfire, organised by the Deshar Parent Council as their main fundraiser for the year. 
There is particular focus on some war memories, based on information researched by Steve Goodall, and initially prompted by a 
contact from Anne Judd, a  BOG Standard reader from Southampton.   Sheila Wallace’s article, Church Matters, also contem-
plates the purpose and outputs from war, and how we don’t seem to learn from the past. 
On a brighter note, have a look at the “snippets” of information provided by some of the people from the village who attended 
the Commonwealth Games—no bad news there, only wonderful memories. 
News of activities from across the age range within the village is covered, some of which has been provided by new contribu-
tors—Irene Eastwood, Nigel McConnachie, Sara Riach and Angus Trinder.  Irene has written about her daughter, Eva, and provid-
ed some amazing photographs of her; Nigel has reported on activities on the tennis courts—young and older players; Sara is the 
brains behind the What’s On pages ; Angus has written a really interesting piece on our local football team after its first season 
in the Strathspey and Badenoch Welfare League. 
Our Community Ranger, Alison Greggans, has documented some of the happenings within the natural environment, and this is 
supplemented by an article on wild cats by Steve Goodall  The walk featured in this edition, Ben Vrackie near Pitlochry, has been 
provided by our regular writer, Kenny Mathieson—Kenny is moving house shortly, so won’t be continuing as our regular “walks” 
reporter.  I would like to thank him sincerely for his contributions, which always arrive on time with very little prompting—you 
never know, we may persuade him to write an occasional article for us in the future. 
The ladies of Boat of Garten had a very successful trawl of prizes from the Grantown Show, all of which is  
documented within Britt Taylor’s SWRI article, and Mina Johnson has provided updates on the activities of the Church Guild.  
Thank you also to Margaret Riley, who contributed a poem reflecting activities dear to her heart—”The Song of the Anvil”. 
On top of all that, there is the factual information which will be of interest to the  
community, in particular the results from “The Big Conversation” and a new concept for 
rural communities going forward, a Rural Parliament—information and commentary on 
both is provided by Alison Fielding, Chair of the Community Council. 

BOAT OF GARTEN WELCOMES RIDE THE NORTH 

A warm welcome was given to the 700 cyclists who arrived at 
Boat of Garten Community Hall on Friday 29th August.  Ride the 
North is a Cycle Challenge 
of 170 miles, held over 2 
days. This annual event 
has grown over the last 4 
years from 30 riders in its 
first year to 700 this year. 
Participants could raise 
money for the event’s 3 
main charities, Maggie’s 
Centre, Archie Foundation 

and the Sandpiper Trust, or another charity of their own choice. The cyclists 
rode 88 miles on the first day 
from Inverness via Boat of 
Garten, where lunch was provided, 
and then on to Elgin over Dava 
Moor. Day 2 would see them riding 
from Elgin to finish in Aberdeen.  It 
was quite a spectacle, some riders 
still looking fresh as a daisy and 
others mightily relieved to have 
made it to the lunch stop.  Thanks 
go to all those who helped at the 
hall and others who came out to 
cheer the riders along the way.  

Bev directs operations! 

The Hall decked out 

Busy at the Hall I’m signed up for next year! 

Jackie Wilson, Editor 
Email: jack.ian@btinternet.com 

01479 831056  
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Eva Eastwood at Highlands Fashion Week 
By Irene Eastwood (her mum!) 
 
Eva's introduction to model-
ling came about when I put 
her forward for Highlands 
Fashion Week.  Organised 
under “We Are Giraffe”, 
Highlands Fashion Week was 
the brainchild of 21 year old 
Garry James, an events  
manager and inspiring  
follower of Fashion from 
Dumfries.  A first for  
Inverness, it involved seven 
would-be models meeting 
up once a week for two 
months when they learned 
to walk the walk and talk the talk, so to speak.  They all 
met up in Inverness Photo Studio where Laura Johnson, 
who runs the studio, took the pictures and Garry put them 
through their paces.  
Prior to the main event, Eva, who has just turned 15 and 

the youngest of the 
group, was one of four 
picked for a photo shoot 
at Culloden House Hotel.  
This was for the June  
edition of Highland Life 
Magazine, where Alison 
White of the Inverness 
Courier took the  
pictures.  Set in this very 
grand location, the shoot 
took place in the grounds 
where the models high-
lighted local talent from 
across Scotland in the 
business of clothing and 
accessories.  
From 2nd to 7th June, 

Highlands Fashion Week took place!  This was an  
opportunity for all ages of the public to indulge in a  
succession of workshops involving fashion and beauty.  It 
culminated in a fashion show on 7th June in Caledonian 
Thistle Football Stadium with the proceeds going to  
Autism Awareness.  
Garry's main aim was to highlight local designers in the 
area such as 'Highland Fairy', 'D'Arcy's Boutique', 'Judith 
Glue', 'Ooh La La', amongst others and bring them to  
everyone's attention with the models parading their  
designs.  The event was compèred by the effervescent 
Nicky Marr, ex MFR DJ and now broadcaster and Strathy 
columnist.  The evening got into full swing with the young 
and very talented singer/songwriter Gemma Tweedie. 
This was complemented by the more established act 
Jetstream, who had everyone singing and swaying in their 

chairs.  Also on offer was a candy buffet where everyone 
could relive their childhood, be it with Love Hearts, Flying 
Saucers – whatever took their fancy!  All this was followed 
by a disco to end the evening.  The show was wrapped up 
with pictures taken by Tah Dah Photography,  
demonstrating a very successful occasion enjoyed by all!  
Memories of an exhilarating night!  We look forward to 
the next Highlands Fashion Week. 
 
 
Bill Gates – Extract from a Speech at a US High School 
 
Rule 1 – Life is not fair – get used to it!  
Rule 2 – The world doesn't care about your self-esteem. 
The world will expect you to accomplish something  
BEFORE you feel good about yourself.  
Rule 3 – You will NOT make $60,000 a year right out of 
high school.  You won't be a vice-president with a car 
phone until you earn both.  
Rule 4 – If you think your teacher is tough, wait till you get 
a boss.  
Rule 5 – Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity.  Your 
Grandparents had a different word for burger flipping: 
They called it opportunity.  
Rule 6 – If you mess up, it's not your parents' fault, so 
don't whine about your mistakes, learn from them.  
Rule 7 – Before you were born, your parents weren't as 
boring as they are now. They got that way from paying 
your bills, cleaning your clothes and listening to you talk 
about how cool you think you are: So before you save the 
rain forest from the parasites of your parent's generation, 
try delousing the closet in your own room..  
Rule 8 – Your school may have done away with winners 
and losers, but life HAS NOT.  In some schools, they have 
abolished failing grades and they'll give you as MANY 
TIMES as you want to get the right answer. *This doesn't 
bear the slightest resemblance to ANYTHING in real life.    
Rule 9 – Life is not divided into semesters.  You don't get 
summers off and very few employers are interested in 
helping you FIND YOURSELF.  *Do that on your own time.    
Rule 10 – Television is NOT real life.  In real life people 
actually have to leave their i-phones and go to jobs. 
Rule 11 – Be nice to nerds.  Chances are you'll end up 
working for one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacqui Coulthard’s last Zumba last class before she headed 
off to pastures new in Fife 
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Boaters at the Games  
By Karen Derrick 
 
We were very excited when an email arrived last  
September, letting us know that we had secured Glasgow 2014, 
tickets not only for the Opening Ceremony of the Common-
wealth Games, but also for one of the latter Track and Field 
events at Hampden. 10 months (and a raft of tips, reminders, 
jolly facts and a rather annoying countdown clock) later, Victoria 
and I found ourselves in a hot and sunny Glasgow, which on its 
own was cause for much celebration … and what celebration 
there was! The city streets were full of people from all parts of 
the world, Clydesiders - Glasgow 2014 volunteers and even the  
athletes could be seen taking in the sights and all  
determined to have a good time.  
To get ourselves to the venues, we opted for the shuttle bus 
which worked perfectly, taking thousands of people to Parkhead 
and the Celtic stadium for the Opening Ceremony – I should 
maybe clarify that there was a huge fleet and we only had 72 
people on ours.  
Once in our seats, the atmosphere inside the stadium was 
amazing and I would be hard pushed to choose a favourite  
moment: the Scottish Ballet interpretation of 500 miles, Pumeza 
singing ‘Freedom – Come All Ye’, Prince Imran struggling to get 
the Queen’s speech out of the Baton, John Barrowman’s singing 
(oh no – wait a minute). Strangely enough, one of the bits I  
enjoyed most was cheering the athletes as they all paraded into 
the stadium. This was probably one of the least atmospheric 
parts if you were watching on the telly, but being there was  
fantastic. It was really moving to hear the rousing welcome for 
all of the home nations, but it was put in the shade by the roar 
that went up when the Scotland team came in. Magic moment!  
After the opening ceremony was over and we were in the 
shuttle bus heading back into the city centre, we were  
astonished to find:  
a) that we could get 3G coverage (alien concept for BoG 

residents)  
b) how many other Boat folk had been there too –  

suddenly Facebook was awash with pics posted by 
friends and neighbours in the village.  

Eight days later …and another trip up and down the A9, we 
found our way to Hampden Park again. Sadly we were 24 hours 
too early for Mr Bolt’s appearance on stage, but nonetheless 
saw some spectacular achievements including a silver medal for 
Eilidh Child. The best bit about that evening was being sur-
rounded by Jamaicans who were loudly, and with infectious 
enthusiasm, cheering home their athletes. At one point,  
Jamaicans were 1, 2 and 3 on the medals podium and the sec-
tion around us just erupted into manic jumping, shouting, laugh-
ing, cheering and of course, flag waving.  
The whole experience of the 20th Commonwealth Games for me 
was one of great camaraderie. We got talking to people from all 
over the world (as well as those living closer to home) in ticket 
queues, bus queues, taxi queues, queueing for food or just 
strolling through the streets and parks. The memories from 
those thoroughly enjoyable 10 days – the athletics and seeing 
the great city of Glasgow at its very best - will stay with us for a 
long time.  
 
Reminiscences of Glasgow 14 Commonwealth Games 
By Alison Fielding 
 
I am so glad I went to it. Glasgow was buzzing. It was certainly 
right to say ‘People make Glasgow’.  What impressed me the 

most, apart from the incredible skill of the competitors, was the 
huge number of local families, often with quite young children, 
who attended the events. Although there was an extra special 
cheer for anyone Scottish, support for all the home nations, and 
indeed all nations competing, created a very positive  
atmosphere – a truly international event.  I was fortunate to be 
there in the warm weather at the start and thus able to enjoy 
the street theatre, café culture and festival events in the parks 
too. Well done Glasgow, even if I am from Edinburgh! 
 
Commonwealth Games 2014 
By Anne Goodall 
 
We had a great time! We took various generations of family 
members to a range of events. The atmosphere was tremen-
dous – Glasgow was buzzing and everyone helping to organise 
the huge crowds did so with a smile. 
Two outstanding memories – Cecil Afrika scoring try after try at 
Ibrox and the camaraderie of all the Decathletes when they  
finished their event – they took about ¾ hour to go round 
Hampden and talk to the crowd! 

 
Commonwealth Games-Rugby 7s 

By Joanna Blair 

 

Like most folk we were delighted to get any kind of tickets to 

the Commonwealth Games in July 2014.  The 26th July was our 

lucky day, Day 1 of the Rugby 7s.  We arrived at a very busy but 

organised Ibrox in good time and found our seats smoothly and 

swiftly.  It was quite a warm day and we were quite high up in 

the stands, which was probably a blessing, as without the  

shaded overhang we would have probably been burnt!  

Having watched and played in a few 7s tournaments before we 

knew we were in for an exciting day, but nothing could have 

prepared us for the passion and excitement in the 7s crowd!!  

Over 40,000 fans of all nationalities cheered and Mexican waved 

their way through a feast of 7s rugby games.  Speedy Papa New 

Guineans, jinky Malaysians, skilful All Blacks, powerful South 

Africans – never a dull moment! The home nation teams also 

played spectacularly – England, Scotland and Wales faring well 

in their opening matches and Ibrox roars resonated loudly 

round the stadium! 

Amazingly our abiding memory of the morning’s matches were 

Uganda!  Beaten convincingly by Australia in their opening 

game, they had the Glasgow crowd on their feet when they 

scored their only try of the game….U GAN DA! U GAN DA! They 

were the adopted national team for a morning.  We later found 

out that a couple of players from the Ugandan National team 

had visited Glasgow a few years before on a rugby and develop-

ment exchange, so obviously they had a small fan base to begin 

with!  By the time they had walked off the pitch, they were  

being hailed as All Blacks – it was a nice moment.  Scotland  

rugby 7s team also surprised everyone by almost getting the 

better of New Zealand in their opening qualifier – 17:14 to the 

All Blacks when the final whistle blew, seriously exciting stuff! 

Phenomenal experience and so glad we were part of it.  South 

Africa, the eventual winners were deserved, but the joy of 7s 

rugby was not just in the final game but in all the games that led 

up to it.  7-a-side, 7 gripping minutes each half and highly skilful 

rugby. 
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The Osprey Music Society at Boat of Garten Community Hall 

Programme 2014 - 2015 
SATURDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 2014     YUANFAN YANG - PIANO 

By popular demand, a return visit from this very talented young pianist 
Chopin: Schubert: Beethoven: Rachmaninov  
Ticket Prices:  £12 members:  £14 non-members:  £5 students:  £2 under 16 

 

SATURDAY 18 OCTOBER 2014      HEATH STRING QUARTET 

This outstanding quartet will perform:   
Beethoven: String Quartet no 14 opus 131; Schubert: Death & the Maiden 
Ticket Prices:  £14 members:  £16 non-members:  £5 students:  £2 under 16 

SATURDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2014     CORO ALBA  

An octet of professional opera singers, with piano accompaniment, perform solo arias, duets, trios, quartets and choruses from 
opera, operetta, G&S and songs from shows 
Ticket Prices:  £13 members:  £15 non-members:  £5 students:  £2 under 16 

SATURDAY 17 JANUARY 2015      GOULD PIANO TRIO  

The highly acclaimed trio - Benjamin Frith – piano: Lucy Gould – violin: Alice Neary – cello, makes a very welcome return. 
Brahms No 3 in D minor Op 101: MacMillan Piano Trio No 2: Schubert B flat Op 99  
Ticket Prices:  £13 members:  £15 non-members:  £5 students:  £2 under 16 

TUESDAY 17 MARCH 2015     CHAMBER PHILHARMONIC EUROPE ENSEMBLE  

A 3rd visit from the chamber orchestration of 10 musicians from the Orchestra 
Programme to be advised – but we know it will be excellent! 
Ticket Prices:  £14 members:  £16 non-members:  £5 students:  £2 under 16 

SUNDAY 26 APRIL 2015       LONDON CONCHORD ENSEMBLE 

A first visit of 3 musicians from this well-known Ensemble.  
Julian Milford – piano: Maximiliano Martín – clarinet: Rachel Roberts - viola   
Schumann: Brahms: Bruch: Mozart  
Ticket Prices:  £13 members:  £15 non-members:  £5 students:  £2 under 16 

SATURDAY 23 MAY 2015      ALY BAIN & PHIL CUNNINGHAM 

The internationally renowned duo of Aly Bain - fiddle, and Phil Cunningham- accordion, needs no introduction! An evening of  
traditional Scottish music and patter at its best. 
Ticket Prices:  £19 members:  £21 non-members 

ALL CONCERTS START AT 7.30pm 
For information on purchasing tickets, and membership please contact  

Ann Napier 01479 831213   ann.nap@btinternet.com 

Boat of Garten Community Company No: SC224956    Charity No: SCO32531 

LUNCH CLUB 
By Sue Murray 

Lunch Club will begin again on Tuesday 14th October at 
12.30 in the Community Hall.  All are welcome, all ages. 
The purpose is for people to meet each other and  
enjoy the home-made soups and  
excellent sandwiches.  
There is a rota of helpers who help  
every Tuesday. If you would like to join in 
the team, please get in contact with Sue 
Murray on 831 012. 
If you just want to come along, simply 
turn up at 12.30 any Tuesday! 

 
I was driving this morning when I 
saw an RAC van parked up. The 

driver was sobbing  
uncontrollably and looked very 

miserable. I thought to myself 
that guy's heading for a break-

down.  
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 Alban Tree Care & Consultancy 

Graduate tree specialists 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

All aspects of Tree surgery 

Consultancy from tree surveys to woodland 

management  

Mobile Sawmilling 

Firewood - Hard/softwood or mixed loads, 

split or logs 

Wood chip for garden use 

Wood splitter hire 

For a free quote or information please call us or visit our website: 

    01479 821659 or 07595 300026  

  www.albantreecare.com  albantreecare@me.com 
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IndoorsOutdoors 
 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE AND HANDYMAN SERVICES 
 
 

MARK DIAMOND 
Boat of Garten 

 

mobile: 07727 654926  
email: markdiamond483@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SWRI Notes Autumn 2014 
By Britt Taylor 
 
I hope that everyone has had a good summer and are  
eager to come back to our meetings. The committee have 
put together what we hope will be an exciting programme 
for the next year and I am hopeful that you will agree. As 
our groups outgoings have increased by £2 per head we 
have reluctantly decided that our members’ subscription 
fee will also have to be increased to £16. As this is just one 
pound more I hope that everyone will be alright with that. 
 

As I write this, I 
have just come 
back from the  
Grantown Show 
and although 
the weather 
could have been 
better, what was 
on show made 

up for it with some excellent entries. Mary Cowe was 
awarded several firsts for chutney, pancakes and of course 
her famous Clootie Dumpling. I retained the Cup for the 
best entry in the flower arranging section and most points 
from someone living within the area. Looking at the  
exhibits it does appear that the entries are continuing to 
get better. It was pleasing to see that there was quite a 
number of competitors from the Boat of Garten area.  
 
Programme for the next session: 
22 September 2014: Colin Clark will show us what can be 
done in sugar craft. 
Late September 2014:  Foraging for Fungi in Boat of Garten 
with Eric Hart, date to be set. 
10-11th October 2014: Evelyn Baxter will be conducting a 
class in Stumpwork to be held in Croy cost £25, contact Pat 
if interested. 
18th October 2014: Croy Day with Ruralolymics in the 
morning and a talk by Mary Stewart from Aviemore about 
social and therapeutic gardening, cost £5 please bring cup/
soup bowl /spoon. 

20th October 2014: Halloween party, 
open meeting. 

17th November 2014: James Gordon 
will talk to us about the ongoing 
changes to the old village hall. 
4th December 2014: Christmas Lunch 
at Coylumbridge hotel, date still to be 
confirmed. 

8th December 2014: Christmas Party 
with the Church Guild as our Guests. 
19th January 2015: at 2.30 Alison 
Bardgett is going to give us a talk about 
her experiences of Lanzarote. 
16th February 2015: at 2.30 Evelyn Sin-
clair is going to give us a talk about 
how to stay safe from scams. 

16th March 2015: Mhairi Ross from the “Craft Lounge” in 
Grantown is going to demonstrate how to make jewellery 
with wire. 
20th April 2015: AGM plus a talk about Knockando  
Woollen Mill. We are hoping to make a visit to the Mill in 
May. 
Finally a workshop in needle felting is being organised for 
early in the New Year taking place in Invermoriston, cost 
£20 and if interested contact Pat. 

 
 
Quotation 
He uses statistics as a drunken man uses 
lamp-posts – for support rather than  
illumination. — Andrew Lang (1844-1912)  

 

 
Best Wishes on your Big Adventure, Anne 
From Friends in Boat of Garten 
 

After living 
for 14 years 
in Boat of 
Garten, 
Anne  
Wilson has 
sold up and 
is setting off 
for what she 
describes as 
her “last big 
adventure”.  

She is moving to Western Australia, where she will live 
near one of her sons.  Anyone who knows Anne cannot fail 
to like her—a quiet, self-contained woman, who enjoyed 
her home and loved her garden in the village.  But she is 
now looking forward to the next stage in her life at the 
other side of the world. 
 
Safe journey and very best wishes for the future! 
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BOAT OF GARTEN COMMUNITY ‘BIG CONVERSATION’ (held on 10th June 2014) 
By Alison Fielding, Chair, Boat of Garten and Vicinity Community Council  

Thank you to all the members of the community who contributed to the ‘ideas’ boards in advance of the evening 
meeting and to the 46 people who came to take part. It was gratifying to see such a wide cross-section of the  
community present and engaged in the process. Our grateful thanks go to Karen Derrick and her colleagues from VABS 
for facilitating the meeting. Following whole group discussion and open voting, those present prioritised the issues 
into High, Medium and Low priorities.  
Improving Broadband had been suggested by many people for inclusion in discussion, but recent information present-
ed on the evening confirmed that Boat of Garten is due to be connected up to Superfast Broadband of 24Mg during 
the period July – December 2015. This will be available for every property located within a 3 kilometre radius of the 
‘cabinet’ (not the same as the exchange). More information and work programme updates can be found on the Com-
munity Broadband Scotland and Digital Scotland websites. Further detail should be available early in the New Year.  
Consequently those present at the meeting concluded it was not necessary to include Broadband in the priority lists. 
However further updates from BT will be monitored.  
The Steering Group met on 19th August to give further consideration to the high priority list. Proposals have been 
passed to the main community groups to consider how the various priorities can be taken forward. Updates on pro-
gress will be included in future editions of the BOG Standard. On the specific issue of public toilets with disabled ac-
cess, the Boat Hotel, which provides the service on behalf of Highland Council, has already taken action. A temporary 
improvement to the toilet located by the bar has been made, following advice from Highland Council, and a more 
comprehensive improvement is planned as part of the hotel’s current refurbishment programme. 

 
The Community Council looks forward to the support of residents and organisations in helping to fulfil these priorities. 

 

ADDITIONAL NOTES 
Culling of crows:  A licence is required for this and has been tried in the medium and recent past with little long 

term effect.  
The community through comments on the boards, raised the issue of Festive Winter lights. Some people at the 

Boat Big Conversation event felt some additional installations would be good whereas others suggested that 
there were too many already. A vote during the evening registered 7 people were against any more addition-
al lighting. The remainder thought that the current level of lighting could be slightly supplemented through 
filling in the obvious ‘gaps’ on lampposts down the main thoroughfare. 

 

  
HIGH PRIORITY 
Local Bar/Pub/Social Facility 
Affordable / Rented / Shared Equity /  

Community owned housing 
Reduce speeding 
Public toilets with disabled access 
Connect cycle paths from Boat to  

Grantown 
Extend LED lighting in the village 
Support cycling from train and around 

Park 
Seats by woodland paths / Milton Loch 
Share website maintenance 
Better signage for attractions/services  

e.g. Osprey Centre, cafes & shops / 
leaflets to encourage visitors to get 
off train & explore Boat 

Improve levels of volunteering  
All abilities paths through Deshar Woods 
Better mobile phone signal 
Provide 3-4 small business units 
Stop parking on pavements 
Provide a small childcare facility 

  
MEDIUM PRIORITY 
Campsite for tents & touring caravans 

(medium/high) 
More interpretive panels on path network/

Milton Loch 
Improve facilities at curling pond 
Review management plan for Milton Loch 
Reduce dog mess (bins and other  

intervention) 
Improve/Move information boards and use 

for events 
Link Loch Vaa path and cycle track 
Complete pavement/off-road track to  

Abernethy woods 
Late bus back from Aviemore on Saturday 

night 
Village directory of tradespeople (printed?) 
More ceilidhs and festivals 

  
LOW PRIORITY 
Improve parking at Post Office end 

of village 
More disabled parking space at Hall 
Show names of plants in community 

garden 
Stop adults cycling on pavements 
Speed bumps on Craigie Avenue 
Community car share scheme ( via 

website) 
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Youth Tennis 
By Nigel McConnachie 
 
An initiative to increase interest in tennis this year was 
introduced at Boat of Garten Golf and Tennis Club mainly 
through the local youth group and the primary school.  
Children and adults were invited to attend ‘taster’ coach-
ing sessions in the Spring and many then signed up for an 
initial 6-week block of coaching sessions with SLTA coach 
Colin McLeod.  These proved popular and another block of 

coaching has now started.  
Several of the children took part in the Club’s children’s 
doubles competition for the Bunnies Cup in early August 
which was won by Benjamin Rodger and Charlie Lamond 
(photo above).  

Photo opposite—
the Chapman Cup 
Winners (just 
promoted from 
last year’s youth  
section!!) 

 

 

 

 
CHURCH MATTERS 
By Sheila Wallace 
 
A few weeks ago on 4th August, Donald, James (Dunbar) 
and I went up to Inverness to the Old High Church and 
then on to the Cathedral, to attend services which  
commemorated 100 years since the beginning of World 
War 1. 
All those years ago, most folks thought that the war would 
be over by Christmas, and looking at some of the old sepia 
photographs of the young soldiers marching through the 
highland streets ~ lined with women and children looking 
on ~ there’s little trace of tension or foreboding on the 
faces. 
The “War to end all Wars” (what a hollow, ironic ring that 
phrase has) was hellish indeed and I doubt if any of us will 
ever be able to understand what the men (and the women 

too) had to endure. 
The more that I read about some of their experiences, the 
more I realise the tremendous bravery that was often 
shown by folks whom we may not always give much 
thought to. 
Daniel Laidlaw was one such man who became known as 
the Piper of Loos (pronounced more like “Loss”) which was 
the site of a famous battle in 1915. (My Grandfather 
fought in this battle).  
The men of the 7th Kings Own Scottish Borderers were in 
the trenches, under heavy shell-fire with many of them 
choking to death from chlorine gas. 
The rest were very shaken by what they were seeing going 
on around them, and the commanding officer took this in 
and realised that he had to act fast. He saw Piper Daniel 
Laidlaw standing with his pipes and waiting for his orders 
to go ‘over the top.’ 
“Pipe them together, Laidlaw,” shouted the officer at the 
top of his voice, “Pipe them together” and Laidlaw climbed 
onto the parapet and began to march up and down along 
the trench. Bullets were flying past him and shells were 
exploding near him, but he kept on playing the tune “All 
the Blue Bonnets Over the Border.” 
This so inspired his company that those who were able 
clambered up and out of the trenches with bayonets fixed, 
and they followed Piper Laidlaw into battle. 
Even though the men began falling round about him, 
Laidlaw kept on playing until he got near the German lines. 
It was here that he was hit and he fell wounded and the 
officer beside him was killed.  
But like other wounded pipers before him, he tried to 
keep on playing, and managed to get up and hobble after 
the regiment. Laidlaw was 40 years old and he received 
the Victoria Cross for his bravery.  
The chaplains or padres played their parts too, unarmed, 
and often sitting targets out in No-Man’s-Land, comforting 
the wounded and the dying, helping to bury the dead and 
conducting funerals. Imagine trying to keep up the morale 
of the troops at the likes of the Somme, Ypres and  
Passchendaele, in the midst of the mud that drowned the 
horses as well as the men……..with rats and lice infesting 
the trenches, breathing in the stench of dead  
comrades…… 
People often ask why God allows such dreadful things to 
happen. My own understanding is that along with the gift 
of life we’re given the gift of freedom, with the result that 
all the decisions we make in life have consequences for 
good or bad.   
Lots of the men found great comfort in reading the bibles 
they were given before they set off for war and many of 
the dead were found with bibles in their hands. In my own 
experience, the truths to be found there are the only  
certainties in a very volatile world. 
 
Blessings, 
Sheila 
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News from Westminster 
By Danny Alexander 
 
Caring for the National Park  
 
Earlier this month I had the chance to visit the goings on at 
the RSPB’s Abernethy Forest Lodge.  The site and adjoining 
tree nursery are now a hive of activity and it was a thrill to 
see the work that the volunteers and staff at Forest Lodge 
are doing to help protect our natural habitat in the  
Highlands.  Whether you’re a supporter of the project, or 
not, there is no question their enthusiasm and love for our 
area is driving the endeavour forward. 
By planting up to 100,000 trees over the next 10 years, as 
part of a 200 year project, this lifetime of work and 
achievement will stand for centuries to come and a recent 
grant from ‘Awards for All’ will help them stay on track.  
When it’s finished, they hope that the forest will help  
support our wildlife and be returned to its original state, 
dating back thousands of years to the time of the great 
Caledonian Forest.  
 
Fairer delivery charges  
 
Online shopping has revolutionised the way we shop here 
in the Highlands but it’s unacceptable that people in our 
area often have to pay disproportionate delivery charges.  
With online shopping revenues in 2013 breaking through 
the £10 billion barrier, it is vital that customers are getting 
a fair deal when buying goods online.  Retailers and  
couriers should make it absolutely clear at an early stage 
to all consumers, regardless of where they live, what they 
can expect to pay to have their items delivered.  Last year 
people in the UK spent an average of £1,175 online and it 
is unfair that people in Strathspey are being hit with  
excessive costs. Retailers should make a point of bringing 
an end to these unfair extra delivery charges in 2014.  
Royal Mail’s universal service will deliver anywhere in the 
UK for the same price, but many retailers use couriers who 
charge more to deliver to the Highlands.  I have heard 
from hundreds of people from across Inverness, Nairn, 
Badenoch & Strathspey who have been surprised to find 
they need to pay more once they have gotten to the very 
end of an online payment process.  
Thanks to the Scottish Liberal Democrats the British Retail 
Consortium has now agreed to work with Consumer  
Futures and other stakeholders to develop guidance for 
industry. This will help retailers and couriers provide  
clearer information about how much something will cost 
to be delivered and help explain to consumers what to 
expect from online retailers and couriers when making a 
purchase.  In the meantime, I will continue to campaign 
for a fairer deal for shoppers in the Highlands. If you want 
to support our Lib Dem Fair Delivery Charges Campaign go 
to www.fairerdeliverycharges.net  
 
 

Highland Hospice Afternoon Tea and Fashion Show 
Boat of Garten Hall 
Thursday 19 June 2014 – Royal Ascot Ladies Day 

 
Royal Ascot Ladies Day Tea Party was the theme of the 

Afternoon 
Tea and 
Fashion 
Show held 
at Boat of 
Garten Hall 
on  
Thursday 
19 June, 
raising 
£2000 in 
aid of  
Highland 

Hospice.  Over one hundred ladies and gentlemen  
attended, dressed to the nines, and enjoyed tea from fine 
bone china with finger sandwiches and dainty cakes.   
 
The theme of 
the show was 
fashion 
through the 
decades from 
the 50s to the 
80s.  The  
models were 
members of 
the committee 
and friends.  
Some of the clothes were on loan from the Highland  
Hospice Vintage Collection and other items belonged to 
committee members who had, incredibly, kept most of 
their clothes going back to the 60s.  Not only that, they 
could still get into them!   

While the models 
were strutting down 
the catwalk there was 
musical accompani-
ment from Mark 
Howe and Maisy 
Thompson, two stars 
of Showboaters from 
Boat of Garten, who 
sang songs from each 
era.    
 

A big thank you goes to Ann Napier of Showboaters who 
brought the show to life with her expert direction and 
made it all fun. 
 
 

http://www.fairerdeliverycharges.net/
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WHAT’S ON IN BOAT OF GARTEN    By Sara Riach 
CLUBS 

 

   EVENTS/MEETINGS 

 

Tuesday (from 
14th October) 

LUNCH CLUB 12.30—13.30 
Community Hall 

Wednesday YOGA 

  

HEALTH WALK 

  

INDOOR BOWLS 

09.45-10.45 
Community Hall 

13.30 -14.30 
Meet at Boat Hotel 

 
19.00 – 21.00 
Community Hall 

Thursday YOGA 19.00 – 20.00 
Community Hall 

Friday ZUMBA 

 

WEE BOGEES 

 

YOUTH CLUB  

  

 

10.00 – 11.00 
Community Hall 

10.00 – 12.00 
Community Hall 
kim.silverwood@yahoo.co.nz 

19.00 21.00 
Community Hall 
sarariach@gmail.com 

September 
2014 

Friday 5th September 
Blas Festival 2014  

Saturday 6th September 
TOMS - Yuanfan Yang Piano Recital 

Monday 8th September 
Church Guild – Mary Duncanson, “Route to the Ministry” 

Monday 22nd September 
SWRI - Sugar Craft 

Late September 
SWRI - Foraging for Fungi 

30th September 
Community Company Meeting 

19.30 
Community Hall 

19.30 
Community Hall 

19.30 
Church Hall 

 
Community Hall 

Boat Woods 

 

19.30 

October 
2014 

 

Thursday 2nd October 
Garden Tidy and Plant Sale 

Monday 6th October 
Community Council Meeting 

Friday 10th / Saturday 11th October 
SWRI - Stumpwork 

Monday 13th October 
ILLUSTRATED TALK 
ALASKA: ITS HISTORY, DEVELOPMENT AND BEST KNOWN NA-
TIONAL PARKS” by Chris Carter, assisted by Frank Law 

Saturday 18th October -  
TOMS – Heath String quartet 

14.00—15.00 
Community Garden 

19.30 
Community Hall 

CROY 

 

19.30 
Community Hall  

 

19.30 
Community Hall 

  



BOG STANDARD— Autumn 2014 

15 

 
     EVENTS/MEETINGS cont 

  

  

  

  

October 
2014 cont 

Saturday 18th October 
SWRI - Rural Olympics 

Monday 20th October  
SWRI – Halloween Party 

Saturday 25 October  
BOG GOLF CLUB – Centenary Decanter (Season’s final event) 

 Saturday 25 October  
BOG GOLF CLUB – Annual Prize Giving 

Monday 27th October 
ILLUSTRATED TALK 
“THE  HISTORY AND CHALENGES OF RUNNING A HIGHLAND 
ESTATE IN BADENOCH – THE EXPERIENCE OF ALVIE AND 
DALRADDY ESTATES” by Jamie Williamson, Laird of Alvie and 

  

   

Community Hall 

 

Golf Club 

 

Golf Club 

 

19.30 
Community Hall 

  

November 
2014 

Saturday 1st November 
Bonfire Night – organized by Deshar Parent Council 

Monday 3rd November 
Community Council Meeting 

Sunday 9th November 
Garden Tidy (Leaf Collection) 

Monday 10th November 
ILLUSTRATED TALK 
“DEALING WITH AVALANCHE HAZARD IN THE SCOTTISH  
WINTER MOUNTAINS” by Mark Diggins 

Wednesday 12th November 
Community Hall AGM 

17th November  
SWRI – Changes to the village hall talk 

 Tuesday 18th November 
Community Company AGM 

Monday 24th November  
ILLUSTRATED TALK 
“TRADE WINDS SOLO ROUND BRITAIN” by Alan Rankin 

Thursday 27th November 
Directors’ Training – Company and Hall 

Saturday 29th November 

18.00 
Field adjacent to village green 

19.30 
Community Hall 

14.00—15.00 
Community Garden 

 
19.30 
Community Hall 

 

19.30 
Community Hall 

Community Hall 

 
19.30 
Community Hall 

19.30 
Community Hall 

19.30 
Community Hall 

19.30 
Community Hall 

December 
2014 

Monday 1st December 
Community Council Meeting 

Thursday 4th December 
SWRI – Christmas Lunch at Coylumbridge hotel 

Monday 8th December 2014 
SWRI – Christmas Party with the Church Guild as Guests 

Monday, 8th December  
ILLUSTRATED TALK 
“TRICOUNIS TO TORQUING – 40 YEARS OF SCOTTISH WINTER 
CLIMBING” by Andy Nisbet 

19.30 
Community Hall 

Coylumbridge Hotel 

  

Community Hall 

  

19.30 
Community Hall 
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Cheese Scones 
By Sue Murray (from The Guardian) 

300g plain flour 
50g unsalted butter, firm but not 
too cold 
3 teaspns baking powder 
¼ teaspn salt 
2-3 tblspns chopped chives 
100g cheddar cheese, grated 
200g full-fat cream cheese 
100ml milk 
4 teaspns Dijon mustard 
I egg, lightly beaten with a pinch of salt for glazing 
 

Heat oven to 180C/350F/gas mark 4 
Line baking tray with parchment 

In large bowl, use fingertips to rub flour and butter  
together until no butter is visible. Stir in baking powder 
and salt, then add chopped chives and cheddar.  

In a separate bowl, stir cream cheese until smooth, add 
milk gradually before mixing in the mustard.  

Add wet mix to dry and stir to combine. Do not over-mix. 
Turn dough on to floured work surface. 

Pat or roll the dough out to 2cm thick, use a cutter to cut 
circles. Small is more acceptable to many! Arrange these 
rounds on the baking tray. Re-roll any offcuts for a couple 
of extra scones 

Brush the tops with the egg glaze, taking care not to let 
the egg run down the sides of the dough, as that would 
inhibit the rise. Bake in the pre-heated oven for 20 mins  
until golden, fragrant and firm!  

 

Wee Bogees 
By Caroline Walsh 
The group continues to change and grow and a few  
toddlers have moved up to join the older children at the 
school nursery.  We have also had a few new younger 
members join us, keeping the group well and truly alive!  
We held our AGM in August and a new committee was 
elected.  So, a very big thank you and welcome to Kim, 
Lynnsey, Louise as the new members, and Katy who very 
kindly continues to support the group. 
As Spring arrived, we turned our fingers green, both  
literally and as budding gardeners.  Jana brought an  
assortment of seeds, yogurt pots and garden soil for us to 
plant, water and (try to) look after at home.  During one of 
Allison from CALA’s visits we collected and cut out poems 
and decorated them with our very green painted hands 
and feet. 
 
This is my hand.  My hand will do 1000 loving things with 
you. 
And you will remember when I am tall, that once my hand 
was just this small. 

A really lovely keepsake. 
Ducks were the name of the game when it came to partici-
pating in the Deshar Fun Day.  Our main attraction was to 
hook the lucky duck and a golden bucket raffle.  The gold-
en ticket winner was drawn at the end of the day and the 
lucky winner was Olga Dean Hart.  We also had a stall sell-
ing books – thanks to Laura and her family – and hair 
braiding, - thanks to Jana.  Kim even managed to sell one 
of her home bakes meant for group sustenance!  Kim, 
Lynnsey, Jana, Laura and myself manned the stall through-
out the day and we not only managed to raise enough 
funds for our summer outing but got a perfect view of all 
the fab acts in the talent show!  
Our summer outing this year was to the Robertson’s Farm 
in Beauly.  The sheep, ducks, goats and gigantic rabbits 
were all very well fed and some of the older children even 
managed to have a great chat with them.  The highlight, 
particularly for the grown-ups, was the newly born piglets 
and the fact we managed to finish our picnic just before 
the rain started – very good timing! 
Please look us up on Facebook (Wee Bogees Boat of 
Garten) and get in touch.  We meet every Friday, 10 – 12, 
in the Community Hall.  Please pop in, all very welcome. 
 
 
Community Garden News 
By Sue Murray 

The Community Garden, opposite the Boat Hotel, has had 
a very good season. The monthly working parties have 
kept it looking good. We receive a lot of praise from all 
sorts of users, both visitors and locals.  

We had a plant sale in June, 
which raised £400. This helps us 
buy some new plants, weedkill 
the paths and feed the plants. 
This year we had a visitor inside 
the donations box…a blue tit 
raised at least 6 babies, in spite 
of coins falling on top of them. 

We have a turn-out of  
between 12 and 15 volunteers, 
just for one hour each time. 
Working together is a good way of getting to know other 
people in the village. You only need to come when you 
can, and no skills are needed! 

The following are the dates remaining this year. All are at 
2 p.m.  

Thursday 2nd October (incl. Plant Sale) 
Sunday 9th November for leaf-clearing.  

 

 

I start a new job in Seoul next week. I thought 
it was a good Korea move.  
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FROM THE LINESIDE 
By Brian Tolson 
 
August already! When I last wrote for BOG 
Standard we hadn’t run enough days to 
really understand our “like for like” numbers compared to 
2013. When I look at the numbers as at the end of July 
2014, we’re up 7% on 2013 (which had been our best year 
ever). However, this is slightly misleading as we’ve run less 
number of days in 2014 compared to 2013, which means 
that our average number of passengers per train is up a 
staggering 19%. We must be doing something right! By the 
end of this year we will have grown our passenger  
numbers by 25000 in just 2 years. We see all the visitor 
attraction detail for Scotland and the Heritage Railway 
numbers for the UK and I can’t find anyone who is  
registering this level of growth – albeit from a relatively 
low start point. We know that some of the big heritage 
railways “down south”, for instance, are down about 15% 
on last year. 
On a more local note we should be getting rid of 3 coaches 
from Boat Station yard shortly and work continues to scrap 

items that we no longer 
want or need. 
We had a very success-
ful Peppa Pig event at 
the beginning of  
August. Very well 
attended – we could 
have sold more tickets 
if we’d been able to. 
Peppa herself, 

on her first trip north of Perth, tells us that she 
had a great time and is looking forward to coming 
back next year. So look out for this. On a more 
serious note, we found it very interesting and 
thought provoking that over 50% of the  
families who booked for the event first saw details 
on social media. If you’re on Facebook are you a 
friend of the Strathspey Railway or are you  
following us on Twitter? It’s a great way to keep in 
touch with what’s going on and we’d love to add 
you to the growing number of people who inter-
act with us this way. 
We continue to progress on the extension to 
Grantown. You will probably have seen that the 
CNPA called in the planning application for track 
laying (and associated works) from the Dulnain 
River Bridge to the A95. Planning permission has 
now been granted so we are getting organised to 
move on into Moray for the first time since 1965. 
There is a lot of work to do. It’s not just about  
laying track and running trains. There are fences 
to be made secure, culverts and drains to be 
cleared, the track bed itself to be made ready and 
farm access to be dealt with. In between times we 
are progressing the TAWS (Transport and Works 
Order Scotland) that we require for the tunnel 

under the A95 and the final extension to Grantown. The 
sheer amount of work required to get the TAWS in place 
and approved is enormous – economic impact surveys, 
environmental surveys, and a host of organisations that 
have to be happy and approve the plans such as utility 
companies, farmers, landowners and suchlike. One of the 
things we have been doing is running our DMU (Railcar) 
service up to the Dulnain on selected days and we’ve been 
really pleased with the response and the expressions of 
support we’ve been receiving from this. 
On the subject of getting the Railway to Grantown, may I 
ask you something? One of the questions that we’re trying 
to think through is whether we should run a “social”  
service on the Railway as well as our steam hauled visitor 
service. If we did, would you use it? What frequency of 
service would you expect? Would you want it to tie in with 
the main line service at Aviemore? What else would be 
important to you? If you have any views I’d be delighted to 
hear them. Please email me at  
brian.tolson@strathspeyrailway.co.uk if you have anything 
you’d like us to consider. 
And finally, by the time you receive this copy of BOG 
Standard you will be able to book for the Santa and Mince 
Pie trains. Last year we sold out, carrying over 6500 people 
so if you want to travel I suggest that you do so at 
www.strathspeyrailway.co.uk. It’s a great way to enjoy the 
Christmas experience or recover from overeating and tele-
vision overload after Christmas Day itself. 
 

mailto:brian.tolson@strathspeyrailway.co.uk
http://www.strathspeyrailway.co.uk
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Robert Sharp Grant 

Research and nursing photographs provided by Stephen 
Goodall 
Additional commentary and personal photograph  
provided by Anne Judd 
Forward by Jackie Wilson 

It was a telephone contact from Anne Judd, niece of  
Robert Grant, which prompted this article.  She kindly  
provided family photographs and a personal commentary 
on the character of her uncle, Robert.  She also provided 
the obituary of Robert’s father, Mr. Andrew MacKenzie 
Grant, which is printed as he is probably a character 
known by a number of people within today’s community. 

The military research was carried out by Steve Goodall, as 
part of a broader piece of work he has undertaken  
researching the backgrounds of those members of the 
community whose names appear on the Cross of Remem-
brance at Boat of Garten Church and in Kincardine Church.  
The information provided by Steve is summarised here, but 
fuller details are available for those more interested in the 
military facts – please contact Jackie Wilson 831056. 

Sharp-Grant Robert C. 81307, Squadron leader M.B. 
CH.B. (Edin) Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 
Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery.  

Served: Allied Expeditionary Air Force in No. 83 
(Composite) Group which was formed on 1 April 1943 
within the Second Tactical Air Force. By the eve of the  
D-Day landings, 83 Group had grown to a strength of 29 
fighter, ground-attack and reconnaissance squadrons and 
four artillery observation squadrons, grouped into ten 
wings.  

Died: Tuesday 6th June 1944 aged 31 on the first day of  
D Day, killed by shell fire from the 75mm and 88mm 
battery sited in the Courseulles strongpoint or mortar fire 
onto the congested beach as reinforcements attempted to 
land on Nan White and Bernieres.  Son of Andrew  
MacKenzie Grant and Elsie Ann Grant, builder of Tyndrum, 
later Monadliadh, Boat of Garten, Inverness-shire. Born 
1913. 

Courseulles is the one German position that has survived 
the development after the war. No German or Canadian 
would recognise the towns of Courseulles and Benieres as 
they have changed beyond recognition. The erosion by the 
sea has tilted some of the bunkers to a jaunty angle. The 
eastern end of the strongpoint has been taken over by the 
Juno Museum. 

Buried: Grave/Memorial Reference: XIV. C. 16. Bayeux 
War Cemetery, XIV C16. 

It had been thought that the first RAF Medical personnel 
to set foot in Normandy were the advanced surgical team 
of No. 50 Mobile Field Hospital. They landed on the even-
ing of D-Day and took up a position near an Emergency 
Landing Strip. The team offered full surgical aid to both 

RAF and other Service Units in the area. 

No 50 Mobile Field Hospital RAF landed on D-Day along 
with the Canadians on Juno Beach.  It set up at the  
Advanced Landing Site at Beny Sur Mer "B4". This was the 
site of a German artillery battery which had been targeted 
by HMS Diadem.  Beny Sur Mer members of the nursing 
corps, now re-
ferred to as  
Princess Mary's 
RAF Nursing  
Service 
(PMRAFNS), were 
reportedly the first women ashore on D-Day. 

6 June RAF  
Medical Services – 
Princess Mary’s RAF 
Nursing Service  
orderlies in front of 
their Dakota arriving 
back at RAF Blakehill 
Farm, near Cricklade, 

on 13 June 1944 with D-Day casualties bound for  
Chiseldon hospital. 

Robert’s niece, Anne Judd’s reminiscences: “Robert Grant, 
whose name is on the Cross of Remembrance at Boat of 
Garten Church, was killed on the beaches of France during 
the D Day landings. He was a doctor in the R.A.F.   He had 
landed on the beach safely but he saw the carnage in the 
sea when the soldiers left their landing ducks, as they 
were called.  He went out to help the wounded but was 
fatally wounded himself.  I remember him as a tall, fun-  
loving, adventurous, clever uncle.” 

Obituary June 23rd June 1944 The Strathspey Herald 

Killed in Action on Invasion Day 
Promising career cut short. 
The announcement of the death of Dr Robert Grant, the 
youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Grant, Monaliadh, 
Boat of Garten, has been received with very great regret 
by his numerous friends in Strathspey. 

Dr. Grant, who was a pupil of Deshar, Nethybridge and 
Kingussie Secondary Schools, went to Edinburgh University 
to study medicine, where he graduated M.B., Ch.B., after a 
most successful course in 1938. 

He was fortunate in being immediately selected for work 
in Edinburgh Royal Infirmary where he spent a year adding 
to his medical knowledge and gaining much valuable  
experience. He, then was appointed to Seafield Hospital, 
Ayr, and from there he took up general practice in Surrey. 

In June 1940, he joined the R.A.F. Medical Service, where 
promotion came to him rapidly. His work soon became 
chiefly administrative and in consequence it was his duty 
to travel all over the south and east of England, often  
flying from aerodrome to aerodrome for the purpose of 
cont. on page 19  
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inspecting the various medical service units. He was 
attached to the Expeditionary Force, for which much  
special preparation had been made, and was one of the 
first medical men to land in Normandy. Forthwith  
preparations were made for erecting and equipping  
temporary hospitals, and it was while this work was being 
done that Dr. Robert Grant was killed, probably by a shell 
burst. This happened on the morning of the invasion. 

The intimation of the death of Squadron leader Dr. Robert 
Grant, just at the beginning of what appeared to be a 
most prosperous career, has caused gloom over Boat of 
Garten and district which he so much loved and where he 
was so well known and so heartily welcomed by all. Much 
sympathy is felt for, and extended to his sorrowing  
parents and to all his relatives in their sudden and sad  
bereavement. 

Photograph – left to right Robert born 1912 doctor, John 
born 1909, Chief Medical officer British Rail and  
A Anderson born 1911, Accountant Glasgow 

Obituary November 1951 in The Strathspey Herald 
PUBLIC SERVICE WAS GREAT 
Late Mr A. M Grant, Boat of Garten 

The announcement of the death last week-end of Mr. A. 
M. Grant, J.P., Monaliadh, Boat of Garten, came very  
unexpectedly to his many friends in and around the village 
and over a much wider area.  It may safely be stated that 
no public man in this part of Strathspey was so well 
known, had such a number of friends and had done so 
much for the general welfare of the community among 
whom he had dwelt for fifty years. 

A native of Strathspey, Mr. Grant served his apprentice-
ship with the late G. H. Sinclair, grocer in Grantown, and 
thereafter he was employed for two or three years in a 
large establishment in Glasgow where he gained  
experience which proved to be of inestimable value to 
him in later years. 

On leaving Glasgow he took over early in this century a 
small grocery and general business in Boat of Garten.  He 
quickly sensed the importance of visitors to the village 

and in a short time he became also a home-letting agent 
for an extensive area.  His correspondence on this one 
subject was enormous.  With the aid of a few other far-
seeing residents he took an active part in the formation 
and extension of what turned out to be the most  
attractive visitors’ feature about Boat of Garten, the 
splendid golf course, now recognised to be one of the very 
best inland courses in the North of Scotland.  For the golf 
course he acted as secretary for many years and when 
two or three years ago he resigned office, he was  
presented at a public dinner in the Boat of Garten Hotel 
with a handsome gift handed over in the presence of  
representatives of more than half a dozen Strathspey golf 
clubs and subscribed for by numerous visitors as well as 
by local members.  To the end he remained a member of 
the local committee and his views, expressed in his own 
quiet and convincing manner, invariably proved accept- 
able to his fellow members. 

Business Development  Mr. Grant’s general merchant’s 
business grew to such an extent that at the Spey end of 
the village he had built for him accommodation for a  
bakery with excellent tearooms and a drapery depart-
ment.  About fifteen years ago he sold the grocery  
business and devoted his whole attention to the develop-
ment of his newer business, where things prospered even 
beyond his expectations.  There, in his tiny office, he was 
always available to any and every caller and such were 
indeed numerous.  He knew more of the doings of the 
people who resided within a radius of five or six miles of 
Boat of Garten than any other person and his advice and 
help, often asked and readily given, were always treated 
in the most trustworthy manner.  Mr. Grant had no  
enemies, for he offended no one.  His promise to deliver 
goods at a certain time was faithfully fulfilled in every 
case.  He was indeed a thoroughly reliable business man.  
Although during the war he had many an anxious day  
regarding the provision of necessary supplies for his  
widely scattered customers, he always faced these  
difficulties with such confidence and unfailing cheerful-
ness that success was certain. 

After he sold his bakery and other buildings when the war 
ended he was ever on the move, known to everybody and 
ready for a brief talk with whomsoever he chanced to 
meet.  About five weeks ago he found it necessary to take 
a rest, but it was not until a week before his death that 
any indication of serious illness appeared.  He died in  
Inverness Infirmary where had had been taken a fortnight 
previously. 

Keen Churchman  Among Mr. Grant’s other numerous 
activities he took much interest in church affairs.  He was 
an elder in the former United Free Church of Abernethy 
and on the union of the churches in 1929 he became in 
early course session clerk at Boat of Garten Church, a post 
which he continued to hold until the end.  His helpfulness 
had much to do with the formation of an extension charge 
cont. on page 20  
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at Boat of Garten and the election of the first minister, the 
late Rev. D. Robertson.  On Dr Robertson’s retirement he 
took a leading part in assisting the late Rev. Donald  
Campbell, during whose ministry the Boat of Garten and 
Kincardine Church was raised to a church with full status. 

The three sons of Mr and Mrs Grant (Mrs Grant was for-
merly Miss Elsie Sharp, Boat of Garten) received a  
university education.  Dr John Sharp Grant, M.D., F.R.C.S., 
is chief medical officer with headquarters in London for 
the Eastern Region of British Railways.  The second son 
Mr. A. Anderson Grant, is a chartered accountant in  
Glasgow, and Dr Robert Grant, who after taking his degree 
at Edinburgh University became a medical officer in the Air 
Force, was one of the first victims on the landing or our 
troops in Normandy.  His death was a hard blow to the 
Grant family. 

Rev. James Wright in a memorial service in St Columba’s 
Church, Boat of Garten, last Sunday, using as his text the 
words, “helped them much” from Acts xvii, 25, paid a well-
deserved tribute to Mr Grant for the long, faithful and 
helpful services he had given to his adopted village during 
nearly half a century. 

The funeral, which was largely attended, took place from 
St Columba’s Church on Tuesday afternoon after a short 
service taken part in by Rev. James Wright and Rev. Ian 
Macalister, Nethybridge.  At the grave in the New  
Cemetery in Grantown where the body was interred Rev. 
James Wright had the assistance of Rev. John Ross of 
South Church, Grantown.  The pall bearers were Dr John 
Grant and Mr Anderson Grant, sons; Messrs R. Cameron, 
step-brother; T. H. Miller, Glasgow; A. F. Macpherson,  
A. W. Turnbull and Sinclair Williamson, all of Boat of 
Garten, and Dr Marr, Grantown.  There were numerous 
wreaths laid on the coffin in the church and on the grave 
after the interment. 

 

Community Ranger in the Boat Woods 
By Alison Greggans 
Have you noticed, at this time of year, everything seems to 
be flushed with purple? From forest floor to lower slopes 
of mountain sides, Ling Heather dresses the landscape’s 
humps and bumps. Bell Flower and Devil’s Bit Scabious 
bow their flowering heads to welcome pollinating insects. 
Spikey Spear thistle vie for space with Rosebay and Great 
Willowherb on roadside verges (I love how this pinky-
purple spike clashes with the acid yellow of Ragwort).  
The pallet of any season is no happy accident but just one 
example of how nature’s impeccable timing keeps the 
planet ticking over, quietly and unassuming in its intent. 
You see, the purple of late summer, just like the yellow of 
early spring is a symbiotic evolutionary wonder.  Plants 
need insects; insects need plants. Pigments within petals 
signify the preference of a pollinator’s photoreceptors 
that are flying at the time - bees (generally) are partial to 
green, blue and ultraviolet pigments and butterflies to  

yellow, orange, pink and red. Of course, there are  
variations and as insects see way beyond our colour  
spectrum we can only guess what the ‘purple’ hill sides 
and grass verges look like to bees and hoverflies, sawflies, 
beetles and wasps. Stuff like this is why I love my job – 
everyday ... and I love sharing stuff like this with others.  
It was a slow start to my weekly guided walks, but when 
they took off, they did in earnest. Since June, 91 people 
including 17 children and one dog have departed from 
Station Square on Monday mornings for a guided wood-
land walk. Despite one Texan who was disappointed in not 
seeing Deshar wood’s famous racoons (!) the wildlife has 
stunned and exhilarated people. We’ve seen; families of 
Crested Tits and Red Starts, darting Fly Catchers and 
swooping Greater Spotted Woodpeckers. Chaffinches, 
Gold Crests and Coal Tits have been our constant  
companions and shy Roe Deer have kept a watchful eyes 
on our progress. Red squirrels have darted into view, and 
as for those Wood Ant nests! But alas - no Capercaillie – 
which is exactly what you’d expect at this time of year.  
I wasn’t part of the brood count, so although I don’t know 
exact numbers of Capercaillie broods, I have it on good 
authority that numbers are looking positive. As  
recreational users of the woods, don’t underestimate the 
importance of your contribution to this emerging picture. 
Thank you all for your responsive and positive attitude to 
the request to keep dogs on leads and under close control 
during the breeding bird season - it helps inordinately.  
I’ve really enjoyed meeting everyone over the past three 
months 
while on our 
woodland 
wanderings. 
While the 
CNPA and 
the RSPB  
employ me 
full time – till  
November - 
I’ll be around 
twice weekly in Boat (Monday mornings and Wednesday 
afternoons) so plenty of opportunity to meet and greet 
still, and represent this fantastic village as your  
Community Ranger.    
 
 

Loch Vaa, August 2014 
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Church Guild 
By Mina Johnson 

Whilst the glorious summer weather has been 
a real joy our thoughts have to be directed 
towards winter activities. Before launching 

into that, members of Boat of Garten Guild continued to 
pursue the aim which is to unite members in the dedica-
tion of their lives to the Lord Jesus Christ through  
worship, fellowship and service. The sad fact is that  
service so often requires money. To raise funds for the 
Guild Project which helps those fleeing from Africa and 
landing on Malta to get shelter, food clothes and the 
means by which they might set up mini-businesses, a 
Strawberry Tea was held in July. As the date and time 
coincided with that of the Health Walk those on the 
walk were directed to the Church Hall for strawberries 
and cream. Besides supporting a worthy cause a signifi-
cant birthday of one of the Health Group was  
celebrated with a rendering of Happy Birthday and a 
special cake. Not only did we have a happy, fellowship 
afternoon, enjoyed by everyone, but £210 was raised. A 
huge thank you to the Community for their generous 
support. 
The winter programme begins on 8th September at 
7.30pm in the Church hall when Rev Mary Duncanson 
will talk about "Her route to the Ministry". Anyone with 
an interest in the Guild, or the Health Walk, would be 
made most welcome.  

Chance Encounter in Kinchurdy Road! 
By Stephen and Heather Goodall 

9.25 in the morning isn't exactly early in June, so you 
can imagine our surprise upon seeing this animal, bold 
as brass. It seems to have taken a hare from grassland 
by the River Spey. 

Our photographs show this to be a surprisingly good 
example of a Wildcat for this area. Both David  
Hetherington and the Glen Roberts at University of  
Aberdeen reckon that the features which can be seen 
would score highly on the Wildcat Project's system.  It is 
a rangy animal with relatively long legs, and the tail 
rings on its thick, bottle-brush are clearly separated and 
distinctive and ends in a distinct black tip. It has no 
white on its chest, has stripes on its flanks and haunches 
rather than spots and the dark spinal marking does not 
continue onto its tail. 
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Feral and cross-
bred cats are 
chunkier with 
shorter legs, the 
ring tails are 
joined by a dark 
mark along its 

length and there is often 
white on its chest. Oddly 
enough feral cats are  
usually heavier than true 
Wildcats which can weigh 
up to 11 lbs and 3 feet 
long, although the largest 
Wildcat recorded was 3 
feet 9 inches long and 
weighed 15lbs.  

What was remarkable was that a chap and his dog had 
just passed us; I can only assume the cat had dropped its 
kill in the road and hidden until they had gone. As we 
watched, it picked up the kill, leaving entrails and stomach 
behind (I do have a photo but haven't included it here) 
and disappeared at a steady pace into a nearby house  
garden and then into the pine woods. 

Wildcats produce two litters of four to five kits each year, 
one in May and the second in August, so this may have 
been a female taking food to its kits, which might explain 
its being seen in the day as usually they are nocturnal 
hunters. Now that radio tracking has been used, it has 
been established that wildcats live on the margins of  
upland farms rather than in the remote mountain areas as 
once thought.  

The athletic abilities and ferocity of Wildcats is almost 
proverbial and the kits, once they have opened their eyes 
in the den, are untameable as those who have tried to 
rear them have discovered. Near Ullapool, in the 1970s I 
was told by a gamekeeper who 'owned' a tame cat which 
went feral, that it had suddenly leapt onto his chest and 
knocked him over before scratching and biting as he lay 
on the ground. Fortunately his tweed jacket bore the 
brunt of the attack. Feral Cats do an immense amount of 
damage among wild life as well as cross-breeding with the 
true Wildcat and controlling them probably does our wild-
cat population no good at all. Estates play their part in 
trying to control their numbers, one shooting 2310 in one 
year, none of them incidentally Scottish Wildcats. 

Audrey Martin told me 
about the report of another 
large cat being seen  
recently. These sightings of 
a range of large cats began 
after licences to keep exotic 
animals as pets were  
revoked. 

Irresponsible owners simply released Pumas, Cheetahs, 
Leopards, Panthers, Civet Cats and so on. Most did not 
survive but a few have.  

One such sighting was of a Puma, caught by Ted Noble of 
Kerrow Farm, Cannich Wood in 1980 at Tomich but it was 
remarkably tame, walking arthritically into the trap set for 
it with some relief! 
Felicity was kept at 
the Highland Wildlife 
Park until 1985 and is 
now stuffed and on 
display at Inverness 
Museum. 

A cat killed in a snare 
at Revack by game-
keeper Ronnie Douglas in 1983, was pure black. Thought 
to have been feral. John Lister Kaye told me that DNA 
tests have shown that the purest specimen of Wildcat 
found to date was from a black animal. 

Another puma was caught in the hills north of the Great 
Glen in 1980, a leopard-type cat was shot near Jedburgh 
in the Borders in 1988 and another killed in Berwickshire a 
year later. John Cathcart, Northern Constabulary, former 
Detective Sergeant, reckoned there were about fifty such 
animals still at large in the late 1990s. 

So who knows ……. ? 

 

Boat of Garten Ospreys 
By Angus Trinder 
 
A testing first season in the Strathspey and Badenoch 
Welfare League came to a close on August 12th for the 
young Boat of Garten Ospreys with a 0-0 finish against 
Aviemore Thistle. 
Having got off to a great start with a young and promising 
squad, seeing out their first pre season friendly against 
Grantown United and securing a spot in the semi-finals of 
the first cup of the season in a tough 2-2 (6-5 Pens) fight 
against Thistle, we kicked off what Boat thought to be a 
great season. The early stages of the league campaign saw 
Boat in the bottom half of the table with 3 losses to 
league favourites Grantown FC, Carrbridge FC and  
Aviemore RBL, knocking Boat’s morale down a lot. The 
Ospreys saw out the rest of the first round games with 
some very close games and a crucial 3-3 tie with Cromdale 
FC which now sat joint bottom with Boat. 
Boat took a turn for the better as the first game of the 
league’s second round against RBL resulted in a 2-2 draw, 
3rd place RBL had previously beaten the boys 9-2 so this 
was a definite shock to them and a great achievement for 
the lads. 
Loss of keeper Lewis MacWilliam had a big impact on Boat 
as it meant a key outfield player assumed the position of 
goalie each game, but Boat prevailed and kept up the  
cont. on page 23 
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good play, losing very closely to Tomatin United 2-1. Playing some quality football 
in the other games saw them to the final match of the season, having pulled out of 
two cups due to lack of players. 
Thistle had a great track all season, with a mixture of young and old experienced 
players. Many changes to the Boat line up where made and seemed to work out for 
the better at this tough match. The partnership of Miller and Taylor up front gave 
the game a spring in its step as both boys pressed the Aviemore defence constantly 
but couldn’t see off the chances as they appeared. The sending off of Stewart left 
Boat with 10 men and Donaldson getting an injury was a big blow for, what looked 
like, the 
better 

team for the most part, but Boat kept pushing 
despite not managing to reach the back of the 
net.  A well-deserved draw saw the game 
come to a close but unfortunately left Boat a 
point short of Cromdale at the bottom.  
I would like to say a massive thanks to all the 
boys for making this happen and keeping the 
team together, sadly the score never  
reflected the play in some games but that’s 
the way the cookie crumbles. We would also 
like to thank the Community Company for 
funding our changing room expenses and  
referee fees, the Community Council for fund-
ing a white lining machine and use of the 
pitch and the Community Hall for use the 
changing rooms. 
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Opportunity 
By Fergus Ewing 
 
All of us will always remember pearls of wisdom from our 
parents. My own late father warned me (on several  
occasions!) that the greatest single cause of regret in life 
was to spurn an opportunity. He himself had as a boy 
wished to be a surgeon, but detached his retina in an  
accident on the trapeze in swimming baths which then 
prevented him pursuing his desired vocation. He became a 
Chartered Accountant instead! In life if we decline  
opportunities that arise, they may never come again.  And 
we will, in our later years, be left to wonder what way life 
would have gone through the door we never opened, or 
path we never took. 
 
On September 18th people living in Scotland have an  
opportunity - arguably the greatest of all. No country that 
has gained its independence has looked back.  And the 
reason for that is simple. No one cares more about making 
a success of a country than the people who live and work 
there.  That is the reason why most normal countries in 
the world are independent, cherish it, and would never 
yield it - nor dream of doing so. 

That basic truth means that we in Scotland, one of  
Europe’s oldest nations, with all our enormous human, 
financial and natural resource, are now able to grasp that 
opportunity to build a better Scotland for our children and 
grandchildren.  So, we have the opportunity.  Let us grasp 
it and work to make it the success it will be for our  
children and their children.  If we do not take it, they will 
ask us in decades to come: "Why not?"  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Recently Natasha (6) found the wee body of a house  
martin in the garden. Fiona buried it in the flower bed, and 
the wee one found a stone to use as a headstone for the 
makeshift grave, and wrote on it "ded." We had a short 
service for it during which Tasha, unbidden by us, put her 
palms together as in prayer, during a moment’s silence. At 
that point a small flock of other house martins flew over-
head. 
   
Fergus Ewing MSP  
Inverness and Nairn  

 

A Walk on Ben Vrackie 
By Kenny Mathieson 

The conical peak of Ben Vrackie above Pitlochry is a well-
known sight for anyone travelling the A9, and is well with-
in reach of a day outing from the Strath. It is a modest 
climb by Cairngorm standards, but does require a fair bit 
of ascent (a little over 700 metres), albeit on good paths. 

Walkers generally begin from the small car park on the 

minor road behind the excellent Moulin Inn. A path leads 
directly up hill from the corner of the car park, initially 
through woodland before emerging at a gate on the open 
hill. Good views open out immediately, and carry on all 
the way to the summit.  

Route finding is straightforward on a well-made track 
which winds around the shoulder of the hill (at a path 
junction ignore the left fork signed for the Bealach walk to 
Killiecrankie, one for another day), passes through another 
gate, and eventually decants you at Loch a’ Choire – a  
finely carved bench just before the loch provides a respite.  

The path crosses a dam at the eastern end of the loch to 
begin the ascent of the hill proper. It can look dauntingly 
steep from here, and that is not entirely an illusion, but 
the hill-fit will take it in their stride, and those a little off 
that mark can take their time. The path here was badly 
eroded just a few years ago, but much remedial work has 
been done, including some sections of stepped rocks (not 
a personal favourite, but certainly durable, although they 
can be treacherously slippery when wet or icy). 

After an initial dip, the path climbs straight up for a time, 
then veers leftwards to arrive on the summit at 841 m (for 
tickers, Ben Vrackie is a Corbett). Both the summit and its 
subsidiary top a short walk away offer spectacular  
mountain panoramas on a day of decent visibility. The 
three Munros of Beinn a Ghlo dominate the foreground to 
the north, with the southern Cairngorms arrayed beyond 
(a viewpoint marker at the summit will tell you what you 
are looking at). 

This is a popular walk, especially on the aforesaid decent 
days, so you are unlikely to find yourself alone on the top, 
but it is popular for good reason, and makes an excellent 
outing. It is a proper mountain, though, and the usual  
provisos on adequate clothing, preparedness for the 
weather turning nasty, and navigational awareness apply.  

The simplest return is by the same route, with well-earned 
refreshments awaiting at Moulin or Pitlochry. 

 

View of Ben Vrackie from Blair Atholl 
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                                   GEORGE GOW BUTCHERS                                                                

KING STREET                                                                      

KINGUSSIE 

Tel:  01540 661212  

Email:  georgegow.butcher@virgin.net 

 

Award winning Haggis, Blackpudding and Meallie Puddings 
Variety of Sausages 

Local Wild Venison & Seasonal Game 
Beef, Pork and Lamb from our own local farm. 

You will be tempted by our own cured Bacons! 
Home-made Pies & a varied selection of home-cooked meats 

We can vacuum-pack fresh meats to allow for safe travel on your journey home 

Opening hours:  8am – 5pm Monday to Saturday 
Closed Wednesday afternoon 

Delivery can be arranged 

The Song of the Anvil 
By Margaret Riley 
 
One fresh summer morning with nothing intent 
But following fancy wherever it went 
As clang of an anvil rang out in the air 
I paused by the smithy, smoke blackened and when  
The brawny armed blacksmith with blows fash and strong 
Was pounding out horseshoes and singing this song: 
“Bread and butter, potatoes and meat 
Shoes and stockings for eight little feet 
House and home from mortgages free 
Come old anvil give these to me.” 
And the ring of the anvil seemed to say: 
“His wisdom is work as well as is pray 
And prayer that comes with work at its side 
Is never in heaven or earth denied” 
And the blows fell faster and faster still 
And the sparks flew farther and farther till 
Like a rainbow of fire the very air 
Seemed full of promise to hear the prayer. 
The music of the hammer, the words of song 
Rang out in the morning air hearty and strong 
Keeping time together – the arm that swung – 
The hammer to strike – and the heart that sang 
Neither was still a moment before 
The smoking horseshoe was rolled on the floor 
Mid shower of fire and rain of sweat 
The brawny blacksmith was toiling and yet 
He taught a lesson for all that day 
How to work with the hammer as well as to pray. 
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BOAT OF GARTEN ILLUSTRATED TALKS 
Programme for Winter 2014-15 

All talks will be held at 7.30pm in Boat of Garten Community Hall.  
Admission £5.00 (Under 16s free if accompanied by an adult).  Season ticket £30.00 

 
Monday 13th October 2014:  “ALASKA: ITS HISTORY, DEVELOPMENT AND BEST KNOWN NATIONAL PARKS” 
by Chris Carter, assisted by Frank Law 
Monday 27th October 2014:  “THE  HISTORY AND CHALLENGES OF RUNNING A HIGHLAND ESTATE IN 
BADENOCH – THE EXPERIENCE OF ALVIE AND DALRADDY ESTATES” by Jamie Williamson, Laird of Alvie 
and Dalraddy Estates.         
Monday 10th November 2014:  “DEALING WITH AVALANCHE HAZARD IN THE SCOTTISH WINTER  
MOUNTAINS” by Mark Diggins 
Monday 24th November 2014:  “TRADE WINDS SOLO ROUND BRITAIN” by Alan Rankin 
Monday, 8th December 2014:  “TRICOUNIS TO TORQUING – 40 YEARS OF SCOTTISH WINTER CLIMBING”  
by Andy Nisbet 
Monday, 9th February 2015:  “1st ASCENT OF THE MAZENO RIDGE OF NANGA PARBAT IN THE HIMALAYA” 
by Sandy Allan 
Monday, 23rd February 2015:  “THE WILDLIFE OF SPEYSIDE – A TOUR THROUGH SPEYSIDE’S UNIQUE  
HABITAT AND WILDLIFE” by John Picton  
Monday 9th March 2015:  “NATURE IN THE LANDSCAPE” by Neil MacGregor. 
Monday 23rd March 2015: Reserve date in case any talk has to be postponed due to severe winter weather. 
 
Brochures giving details of each of the talks and speakers will be available from early September in local Post 
Offices from Grantown-on-Spey to Kingussie, as well as Tourist Information Centres in Aviemore and  
Grantown, plus the Community Hall and Dow’s Stores in Boat of Garten.  Posters will be displayed in the 
usual locations two weeks before each talk. 

Annual Auction Sale 2014 
By Jacqui Bell 
 
This year we were aiming to raise enough money to do some much needed maintenance to the floor in the main hall. 
Since opening in 2008, it’s taken a bit of a hammering. In November the main hall is to be closed for a week whilst the 
floor is stripped, sanded, the badminton court re-lined and the whole lot resealed. We’re going to do a ‘spring-clean’ of 
the curtains and stage lights at the same time. We need about £4,000.00 to do the work. 
Fortunately on the day of the sale the predicted snow stayed away and the village came out. What a day at the Hall!  

 
The tandem bicycle was a surprise (to us) for how much 
it raised - £160.00, and did anyone else like the kitsch 
standard lamp? It doesn’t seem to matter how much 
you get your ‘prize’ for. The friendly atmosphere and 
patter of the auctioneer, Rod MacKenzie, and a bacon 
roll makes it an entertaining afternoon out.  
 
We are delighted to announce that between the raffle, 
café and auction the amazing amount of £4,305.60 was 
raised. This is a fantastic result. It was a great 
day and enjoyed by all who came for the 

friendly social atmosphere. 
Thank you to everyone who gave time, items to sell, food for the cafe and 
raffle prizes. And our thanks to you for coming. It wouldn’t happen with-
out you. 
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SCOTTISH RURAL PARLIAMENT 
By Alison Fielding 

A Rural Parliament is intended to be a ‘bottom up’  
process of involvement and debate between the people 
of rural Scotland and policy makers.  A Rural Parliament is 
not a form of Government in the sense of a legislative or 
decision-making body. It is a process which provides  
opportunities for people with an interest in rural commu-
nities to share ideas, consider issues and debate  
solutions. It is intended to strengthen the voice of rural 
communities and help them influence the decisions 
which affect them.  Rural parliaments have been success-
ful in other parts of Europe and there is now a European 
Rural Parliament with which the Scottish Rural Parliament 
would be able to work, giving rural Scotland a stronger 
voice at European level too. 
In the run up to holding Scotland’s first Rural Parliament 
Conference, a community consultation, organised jointly 
by the Association of Cairngorm Communities and CNPA, 
was held at the Lecht on 26th August, with 6 
people from Boat of Garten choosing to 
attend.  Workshop discussions focussed on 
the 6 Draft Cairngorm Leader Funding 
Themes  relating to:  

 building community capacity,  

 growing the economy of the Park,  

 attracting and supporting and  
retaining young people in the Park, 

 improving transport, connectivity and 
service provision,  

 protection and enhancement of land-
scape wildlife and heritage, and  

 sustainable tourism and recreation.  

 

Arrangements will be made for the  
issues debated to be fed into the first 
Rural Parliament Conference to be held 
in Oban in November. 

Anyone interesting in attending can 
find further information on the website 

http://
www.scottishruralparliament.org.uk/
registration-opens/  

 

My daughter asked me for a 
pet spider for her birthday, so I 
went to our local pet shop and 

they were £70!!! Blow this, I 
thought, I can get one cheaper 

off the web.  

http://www.scottishruralparliament.org.uk/registration-opens/
http://www.scottishruralparliament.org.uk/registration-opens/
http://www.scottishruralparliament.org.uk/registration-opens/


 

 


