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Since the last edition, there have been quite a few changes.  Julie MacKenzie has decided 

to stand down as editor, in favour of pursuing her career and planning a return to work 
after having her children and we all wish her well.  So the role of Editor has fallen to me.  
However, the BOG Standard is by no means the effort of one person – there is a team of 
reporters and regular contributors, all of whom add to the variety of articles and news 
items contained in the paper. 

With the onset of the Autumn weather, all the various clubs and groups have started up 

again and the calendar of activities in the Community Hall is very full – have a look on the 
new website to see if there is anything of interest to you!  The new website has just  been 
launched, with a fresh new look and much improved functionality. 

You may have observed that the previous 2 editions of the paper have featured personali-

ties within our community.  The first of these was David Whyte (Spring), followed up by 
Jamie Trinder (Summer).  The plan for this edition had been to feature Saurabh Puri who 
worked at the Boat Hotel.  Unfortunately, Saurabh’s stay in Boat came to an abrupt end in 
October – you will have read about this in The Strathy.  Consequently, the focus of our fea-
ture on Saurabh is in the form of tributes paid by people who knew and worked with him.  
We all wish him well for his future. 

The plan for 2012 (New Year’s Resolution already) is to produce 4 editions of the newspa-

per, at the beginning of March, June, September and December.  If you would like to in-
clude any information in the next issue, please get in touch. 

Jackie Wilson 
Editor 

Email: bogstandard831@googlemail.com 

BOG Standard is published by the Community Council, who appoints the Editor and underwrites the costs not covered by 
advertising.  Articles published express the views of the authors and not the Council or Editor, unless otherwise stated. 

ELECTION RESULTS FOR COUNCILLORS FOR BOAT OF GARTEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
16TH NOVEMBER 2011 
 
The following candidates were validly nominated and, as the number of candidates nominated was equal to the number of 
councillors to be returned, no poll took place. By 11am on election day, 16th November, the candidates shall be declared to be 
elected as councillors for the Boat of Garten and Vicinity Community Council 
 
Stewart Blair              5 Grampian Crescent, Boat of Garten, PH24 3BJ 

Mary Clark                  Bracklinn, Deshar Road, Boat of Garten ,PH24 3BN 

Willie Cruickshank     Gartenbeg, Boat of Garten, PH24 3BX  

Valerie Fairweather   Grianan Beag, Spey Avenue, Boat of Garten, PH24 3BE  

Alison Fielding           Balvenie, Drumullie Road, Boat of Garten, PH24 3BD 

Annie Forwood          16 Grampian Crescent, Boat of Garten,  PH24 3BJ 

Harvey Harris             Moorfield House, Deshar Road, Boat of Garten  PH24 3BN 

The first meeting of the newly elected Community Council will take place in the Community Hall on Monday 5th December at 
7.30pm.  All community council meetings are open to the public.  

    OSPREY FESTIVAL 2012 

  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY—5TH, 6TH AND 7TH May 2012 
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SAURABH PURI 

By Jackie Wilson 

You may not recognise the name, but you will probably 
recognise the face!  Saurabh lived and worked in Boat of 
Garten for 4 years.  When he read the Summer edition 
of the BOG Standard, he was excited to learn from read-
ing Dodo’s article that he had been preceded by other 
Indians in the village – Indian soldiers who were sta-
tioned here during WW II.  That was why we decided to 
feature Saurabh in this edition of the BOG Standard.  It 
had been intended as a feature on a relatively new 
member of the community who had come to be respect-
ed and liked by everyone who met him.  And he liked 
Boat! 

Saurabh came to work in the Boat Hotel in 2007 – he 
had originally planned to move on and progress his ca-
reer in Edinburgh last year, but he decided to stay on 
because “it was one of the best places I could have im-
agined, one of the best experiences of my life”.  Unfortu-
nately, Saurabh has had a hasty and unplanned depar-
ture from the village.   

He had applied to have his working visa extended and 
was asked to attend an interview  at the UK Border 
Agency in Aberdeen.  At the interview, he was amazed 
to discover that his existing visa, which had been pro-
cessed via a lawyer in London, was invalid and that he 
was classed as an illegal immigrant. He was removed to 
a deportation centre in Glasgow, where he was unable 
to make contact with anyone.  Zsolt, Manager in the 
Boat Hotel, found out about his predicament because he 
called the police to report that Saurabh had not re-
turned from Aberdeen.  The local police were then able 
to establish what had happened. 

When I spoke to him on the phone, Saurabh understand-
ably wanted to put the whole episode behind him and 
be allowed to move on with his life and return to his 
family in India.  However, he did not want to be deport-
ed, as he had done nothing wrong.  Rather than enter 
into protracted attempts to prove his innocence, he just 
wanted to leave the country – but  not via a deportation 

order.  The outcome is that Saurabh has not been de-
ported, but left the country on 6th November under  an 
“administrative removal”. 

Below are some tributes by members of the village, 
which bear witness to how Saurabh was a valued and 
respected member of our local community. 

“Like most folk hereabouts, we were mortified by what 
happened to Saurabh. What a thoroughly lovely, decent, 
cheerful, thoughtful, hard-working man.  We shall be a 
poorer place without him.” 
By David and Beth Woolsey 

"Saurabh is a nice person and a good guy. He always has 
a big smile on his face and was nice to everybody. He 
was fun to be around; it was a pleasure working with 
him. The way he was treated was just not fair.  I wish 
him all the best and hope he can return to The Boat Ho-
tel one day." 
By Monika Kadar  

“He was a delightful, gentle and intelligent young man 
whose cheerful greeting on the street is sorely 
missed.  He really added something to the character of 
this corner of the village during his stay here.  He was 
always ready to help and dealt with things that arose in 
a helpful, professional way. I wish him all the best in his 
future career and do hope that he finds it in his heart to 
return to Scotland one day. “ 
By Valerie Fairweather 
 
“I didn’t know Saurabh well, but what I knew I liked.  
When he was at Heathrow, awaiting his departure to 
India, he took the time  to phone me to say goodbye and 
thanks—that says it all!” 
By Jackie Wilson” 

“Saurabh was a great colleague, a good friend and we all 
miss him already.  We hope to meet up with him again 
someday, somewhere.” 
By Colleagues at the Boat Hotel 

“It was always a pleasure to have the banter with 
Saurabh.  He could teach a few more people to smile.  
We need more Saurabh’s, not less. 
PS  See you one day in the Post Office” 
By Jimmy Smith 

“Mr Puri will be missed as an 
amiable companion, for his 
wit and professionalism, for 
his support of the Indian 
cricket team OR for his Mr 
Bean-like qualities!” 
By Tim Belton 
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TOMS 
By Ian Gow 
 
Since the last issue of the BoG Standard TOMS has host-
ed three concerts, both to great acclaim and quite differ-
ent in content and style. On 18th September, the artists 
were the Karin Leitner Trio, comprising their leader Karin 
Leitner, a flautist; classical harpist, Alina Beezhinska, her-
self a soloist and accompanist to Richard Morrison, bari-
tone son of Peter Morrison (a singer and broadcaster 
well-known to many members of our Society). 
The concert started with duets for flute and harp. The 
harp was a magnificent and beautiful instrument with a 
lacquered veneered soundbox and multiple pedals – 
quite baffling to the non-initiated like myself.  Needless 
to say, such an instrument had a wonderful sound which 
easily filled the Hall and must have been an enormous 
pleasure for a singer to have to accompany him. My own 
experience of singing many of the Scots songs Richard 
sang so well was usually to an out-of-tune upright piano 
at many a Burns’ Supper in Kinross-shire.  To sum up, 
Richard’s quality voice, sympathetically accompanied by 
a great harpist and interwoven by the fine solos and du-
ets of harp and flute compositions by Bach, Debussy and 
many more modern composers, made for a slightly unu-
sual but hugely appreciated concert in September.  
In October, and in complete contrast,  we returned to 
what this Society was originally set up to provide for the 
classical music afficiandos of Strathspey – some say the 
greatest compositions of the greatest composers of all 
time, string quartets, trios and solo piano masterpieces. 
The Carducci String Quartet, two young married couples 
offering the traditional grouping of first and second vio-
lin with viola and cello, played three major works. First 
Beethoven’s String Quartet No 1 in F major then, after 
the ‘wine-break’, Shostakovich’s 10th String Quartet, a 
perplexing piece which I thought might be indigestible 
but turned out to be interesting, well played and a fine 
lesson in post classical music. Of course the Mozart piece 
to complete the concert was the expected musical mas-
terpiece loved by every music lover like those in TOMS.    
The closing concert for 2011 (but not for the 2011-2012 
season) introduced “Daniel’s Beard” to our list. This sex-
tet, part of a larger group of talented individuals based 
in Glasgow’s Daniel Cottier Theatre and taking their 
name both from that individual’s first name and the said 
Daniel’s luxuriant beard have never toured as far north 
as this before. When Ann Napier asked them to propose 
a programme for us I have to admit I was both interest-
ed and dismayed because I was quite unfamiliar with at 
least two of the composers and their works. 
The concert started with a major composition by 
Brahms, The Trio for violin, horn and piano, Opus 40. 
Having been a lifelong fan and admirer of Denis Brain’s 
horn playing, knowing what a difficult instrument it was 
and having just heard a biographical piece about Denis 

Brain on the radio that morning, I was now sitting no 
more than eight feet away from Andy Saunders, the 
horn player in this piece.  I was delighted at his mastery 
of this treacherous instrument. This is one of the com-
poser’s major works and boded well for the rest of the 
concert. However we were soon to be tested by the two 
compositions that followed. 
The first of these was by the Scottish composer, John 
Maxwell Davis, entitled Callinish IV, and was a descrip-
tive solo composition about those bleak standing stones 
on Lewis, played by Tom Rathbone on cello. The second 
was by Thomas Wilson, played on solo clarinet by Alan 
Bachetti, simply entitled Clarinet Sonatina. What to say 
about these two pieces? They were both hauntingly 
played by the artists but I have to ask why can these and 
other Scottish composers be so bleak, although both 
were amazingly descriptive of their subjects. I was glad 
when, after the interval, a major work by Mozart was 
performed. His Adagio and Fugue in F minor K. 404a No 
6 and the following Sextet in C Op 37 by Dohnanyi were 
very beautifully played by the complete Sextet. The con-
cert finished  with a  tribute piece to the fallen in many 
wars, composed and hauntingly played solo by Alastair 
Savage, the principal violinist. This seemed very appro-
priate as the concert fell on the day after Armistice Day 
and was followed next day by Commemoration Sunday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JONAH AND THE WHALE 

A little girl was talking to her teacher about whales.  
The teacher said it was physically impossible for a whale 
to swallow a human because even though it was a very 
large mammal, its throat was very small. 
The little girl stated that Jonah was swallowed by a 
whale. 
Irritated, the teacher reiterated that a whale could not 
swallow a human; it was physically impossible. 
The little girl said, 'When I get to heaven I will ask Jonah'. 
The teacher asked, 
'What if Jonah went 
to hell?' 
The little girl re-
plied, 'Then you ask 
him'.  
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ALASKA ADVENTURE 
By Joanna Blair 
 
It’s not every day you get the chance to  travel to the 
northernmost point of America  [only I, 122 nautical 
miles from the North Pole], chat with local Elders [who 
had grown up eating polar bear] or discuss wolverine 
hunting as a summer activity, so that cosy winter cloth-
ing can be made from the non-freezing fur at a later 
date … so when the opportunity arose, you can be quite 
sure I grabbed it!! 
Departing from Dyce airport on October 14th, for the 
first of 6 outward-bound flights I still couldn’t quite be-
lieve that I was actually heading off on this Alaskan ad-
venture with 5 other teachers from Scotland. It all 
seemed a bit too surreal, especially as I had only found 
out about the trip on my first day back at Grantown 
Grammar school in August. 
 “Anyone fancy a funded trip to Alaska with the Living 
Earth Foundation in London to visit some schools and 
compare notes?” it was billed in the staffroom, “If so, 
put your reasons on an A4 sheet and if you’re chosen, 
you’ll be off to the other side of the world in October.” 
That was it! A bit of good fortune and before you know 

it, I’m propelled by British 
Airways, Alaska and Era Air-
lines to the snowy arctic 
tundra where I find myself 
promptly speaking Iňupiaq, 
eating Maktak – whale skin 
with blubber – and wonder-
ing why I knew so very little 
of true Eskimo culture be-
fore my departure! 
The iglu, it turned out, was 
never made of the ice 
blocks we see on humorous 

Christmas cards - complete with sliding penguin - to the 
Iňupiat people it merely meant a shelter, which could 
have been made from any available material – drift-
wood, whalebone – and was sometimes packed with 
snow! [Igluit in the plural, for any budding Iňupiaq 
speakers!]  
Other interesting observations; they have Chinese res-
taurants up North, Redbull and Monster drinks can be 
found in the local shop at the end of Ice Trucker’s  road 
in Nuiksut [miles and miles from anywhere!]a bag of 
tangerines will cost about £10.00 - £15.00, 6 year olds 
can drive snowmobiles, 5 year olds can shoot Karibou, 
the boats used for spring whaling are made from the 
skins of 6 bearded seals sewn together, a whaler has 
only 7 seconds till his bomb explodes once the harpoon 
is launched and Nanuk is a polar bear in the Iňupiaq lan-
guage.  
Yes, I learned many fun and interesting facts about the 
hearty, independent, friendly, resourceful people who 
live in one of the harshest environments on the planet, 

but I also gained a good insight into the values and cus-
toms that enshrine the culture and belief systems of the 
North Slope too – many of which are perhaps less visible 
in our own lives today.  
Compassion, cooperation, hunting traditions, humility, 
humour, sharing, knowledge of language, avoidance of 
conflict, respect for nature, spirituality, love and respect 
for our Elders and one another, family and kinship are 
the values that the Iňupiat promote. Without them their 
people would never have survived a setting sun in win-
ter that remains below the horizon for about 65 days 
[Polar light!] - 40⁰ temperatures, extortionate shop food 
prices, arduous bowhead whale hunts that have lasted 
days/weeks in freezing conditions on the Arctic Ocean in 
pursuit of mammals ten times bigger than themselves! 
To survive in the far north all of these values have to be 
embedded somewhere within a person!  
While in Nuiksut, the fanciest and most modern building 
I noted; a large wooden chalet on stilts was in fact the 
old folks home, built 5 years previously but yet to have 
an elderly person to walk through its doors! At the na-
tive peoples’ college in Barrow, joinery students had 
built the town Elder a new house as part of their learn-
ing project and in Barrow I learned from Herman [a 
whaling captain] that all Eskimos believe that on a spir-
itual level, a whale finds its captor and not the other 
way around!  How often do we ever stop and think 
where our dinner came from and if it had a spiritual link 
to us? In an ever aging population how many of us are 
prepared to look after our parents and grandparents the 
hard way? 
I was fortunate enough to get a chance to see the Bar-
row and Nuiksut dance groups, where local men, wom-
en and children act 
out the traditional 
tales of old through 
movement, drum 
beats and singing. I 
watched a school 
pupil making her 
own seal skin boots 
in class for an up 
and coming dance 
show and I chatted 
with the only local teacher at Trapper School, Nuiksut 
about her way of life and the Arctic year through her 
eyes. 
In the land of the midnight sun, despite the perversions 
of drink, drugs and the large money subsidies that a lot 
of the locals now receive from nearby oil companies 
drilling on their land, according to her, the preservation 
of the linguistic, historical and community related as-
pects of their lives is still very important. 
And In many ways they did not seem too different from 
our ancestors. Scottish people have always been pio-
neers, survivors and innovative people too, not far off 
the archetypal Iňupiat elder, and a part of me did feel 
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some kind of connectedness to the people I met. Where 
they have traditional Eskimo Games, complete with High 
kick, and Ear pull, we have Highland games with caber 
tossing and general merriment .Traditional dance and 
music alive in Iňupiat culture abounds in Scotland too 
and our huge focus in Scottish schools on 
“inclusiveness” [with the new Curriculum for Excellence] 
is mirrored in Alaska’s north school district with their 
newly introduced “Iňupiat Learning Framework”.  
In many ways the native people of the North Slope are a 
million miles away from us geographically but perhaps 
not so far from us ideologically. Braveheart it turned out 
was Herman’s favourite film of all time … incidentally it 
is one of mine too! 
 

DESHAR SCHOOL NEWS 
by Annie Forwood 

 
The school is very proud again to have had two P7 pupils 
laying the Poppy wreath at the church. 
 
The whole school is going to the Pantomime in Eden 

Court on 23rd November, courtesy of 
the Parent Council. Pupils and staff 
would like to thank them very much. 
 
As this is the last BOG Standard before 
Christmas, Staff and pupils at Deshar 

Primary School would like to wish all the residents of 
Boat  a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and to 
thank them for all the support they have given to us. 
 
See the report on our Bonfire on page  15 
 
A BIG THANK YOU 
from me (Annie) to the Parent Council of Deshar for the 
very generous gift token they gave me for painting the 
canteen. It was a lovely surprise and I was shocked at 
the amount.  Thank you. 

 
WINTERWATCH TV PRODUCTION 
 
Hello citizens of Boat of Garten. I'm a TV producer based 
at Tigress Productions in Bristol . We're responsible for 
making around 50 - 60 wildlife films for BBC One's One 
Show. Early next year, when the snow is on the ground, 
we are planning to do three films in Scotland entitled 
'Winterwatch', where we attempt to film wildlife that 
visit gardens during the colder months. If you have some 
great wildlife visitors to your garden during the winter, 
and would like it filmed, then please contact on my 
email address. 
Best wishes 
Darren 
darrennew@tigressproductions.co.uk 
 

http://uk.mc864.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=darrennew@tigressproductions.co.uk
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Below is the third in the series of feature articles on 
Boat of Garten by Dodo Keir, who has chronicled a his-
tory of The Boat from his arrival here in 1940.   

 

Memories of “The Boat” from 1940 
By George (Dodo) Keir, edited by Audrey Martin 

Part 3 
Main Road (now known as Deshar Road) - Left side 

Continuing up the village we come to The Terrace on 
the left.  Oddly, it starts with No 9, and there are no 
numbers 1 to 8!  This will be explained later when we 
look at Kinchurdy Road.  No 9 was occupied By Mr. & 
Mrs. James Douglas, James being a railway guard on the 
Speyside line.  In No 10 lived Mr. & Mrs. John George.  
Jock, as he was known, was an engine driver.  In No 11 
was Mrs. Carrie Forbes whose husband Jim, a fireman 
on the line, died in 1940.  After his death Mrs. Forbes 
took in lodgers, mostly railwaymen, worked as a post-
woman, an attendant at the Golf Club, and also in the 
bookstall at the railway station.  After the bookstall at 
Boat closed she transferred to W. Breckenridge’s paper 
shop in the village, and then to McColl’s paper shop in 
Aviemore.  She looked after quite a few houses in the 
Boat too, and went on to live to the ripe old age of 101 
years.  In No 12 lived Miss Mollie Donald, a postwoman 
in the village. 

Next house up the road was Primrose Cottage, now 
called Strathspey.  It is the oldest house in the village, 
and was owned by Miss Jean Grant who also owned the 
field behind where Strathspey Park now stands.  As kids 
we used to play games in this field, which really an-
noyed old Jean!  My first teacher at Deshar School, a 
Miss MacInnon, used to lodge with her.  Next came Ro-
wan Cottage, which was actually two semi-detached 
cottages owned by Mr. & Mrs. Angus McPherson. An-
gus, a driver on the Speyside line, lived in one and Miss 
Frances MacKenzie, a sister of Mrs McPherson, in the 
other.  Mr. & Mrs. McPherson had two sons and a 
daughter.  The oldest son Angus was killed while serv-
ing with the RAF during the war, and it was rumoured 
that he was helping to fly spies into Norway.  His body 
was never recovered, but his name is recorded on the 
War Memorial in front of the Church. 

Next came Applegrove and behind it Applegrove 
Cottage, both owned by Mr. Alexander Duncan the lo-
cal stonemason.  In his younger days he was a stone-
cutter, and cut many of the stones used to build the big 
houses in the village.  Braeriach was the next house.  
Two Miss Macdonalds  who very seldom ventured out 
lived there, and were thought to be very mysterious by 
the local children.  There were no houses at the rear of 
Braeriach at that time.   

Fairview came next, the home of Mr. & Mrs. George 

Meldrum.  He was a railway guard and also the local 
coal merchant – a common arrangement in those days.   
He got his coal supplies delivered from the mines by rail 
at a reduced rate because he was a railway employee.  
To the side of Fairview was a small wooden cottage and 
a stone building used to store the coal.  The cottage 
was used by the family as a summer residence while 
they let out the big house.  Later it was occupied full-
time when the SCWS arrived in the village in 1947 or 
1948.  The front part of the big house was then occu-
pied by the Area Manager and the rear part by Mr. & 
Mrs. Young, Mr. Young being a baker with SCWS, and 
the cottage by Mr. Harrison – the drapery manager – 
and his wife.  Next up the road was Gill’s Grocery shop, 
which was attached to Underwood.  Mr. & Mrs. Gill 
also owned Granlea and Firhill Cottage, but sold the 
shop to SCWS. 

Above Firhill Cottage was Viewforth which was owned 
by Mr. A.M. Grant of the bakery at the lower end of the 
village.  His foreman baker Mr. William Ross lived here 
at the time, but it was later bought by a Dr Ferguson, 
then sold on to Mr. Maitland, a neurosurgeon at Stra-
cathro Hospital, who renamed it The Sneck. This gentle-
man treated many people injured in accidents on the 
A9 road, and was himself killed in an accident at the 
Dunkeld junction of this same road.  Behind The Sneck 
was Woodside Cottage where Mr. & Mrs. Donald Mac-
kenzie lived.  Donald drove the “Burnett the Inverness 
Bakers” van which delivered to all the shops in the area.  
Unfortunately this was the beginning of the end for 
small local bakeries.   

Next came Grant’s Garage owned by Mr. & Mrs. John 
Grant.  Mr. Alistair Sinclair was the mechanic in the 
workshop at the rear.  The owners also operated a 
transport contractor’s business, a tearoom, ice cream 
shop and petrol pumps.  They were the only shop in the 
village to sell Sunday newspapers.  The business was 
later to be taken over by Mr. & Mrs. James Ingram. 

Next to the Garage was Fraser’s shoemaker’s shop 
where Shenachie now stands.  The building was mostly 
constructed of timber.  On Mr. Fraser’s death it was 
taken over by Mr. Leslie, and on his death by a Mr Begg 
from Elgin who later set up Begg’s shoe shop in South 
Street at Elgin, having passed the shop in Boat to Mr. & 
Mrs Robert Kelman.  Then came Granite Cottage 
owned by the Leslie family then Belville occupied by 
Mr. & Mrs. George Mackintosh the grocer. At the rear 
was a corrugated iron cottage which was taken over by 
the Army.  I remember we children used to collect sea-
gull’s eggs and take them to this cottage.  They were 
packed into big boxes and sent south to be made into 
dried eggs.   

There was also a Nissen hut in the garden that was also 
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used by the army.  After the war Mr. & Mrs. Bobby 
Fraser moved into the cottage, and Mrs. Fraser’s sis-
ter Miss Ada Ferguson moved into the big house.  

Up from Belville was Heatherlea owned by Mr. & Mrs. 
Sammy Mearns.  He was a driver on the Speyside line, 
and their son, also called Sammy, was a chemist in 
Aviemore as well as being a leading light in the Avie-
more drama group.  To the rear of Heatherlea was a 
small wooden cottage occupied by Mr. & Mrs. Dun-
can Lamond.  It was burned to the ground in 1948 and 
never rebuilt.  Heatherlea has now been extended 
and renamed Fraoch Lodge. 

Spey View was taken over by the Army during WW II 
and was occupied by Mr. & Mrs. Scolley.  He was in 
charge of the army offices at 2, Grampian Crescent.  
After the Army left, Speyview was returned to its 
owner Mrs. McBain, who I believe was known as 
“Gabby” – don’t ask me why!  There was also a small 
wooden house behind Speyview, occupied by an old 
man whose name escapes me.  This house has just 
rotted away over the years. 

Culvardie was the last house on the left when leaving 
the village.  There was a wooden cottage to the rear, 
and both buildings were owned by Mr. & Mrs. Mac-
donald until around 1945 or 1946 when Mr. & Mrs. 
George Mackintosh moved from Belville to Culvardie 
and the Macdonalds moved to work on the railway at 
Elgin.  George and his wife Lucy lived in the big house 
during the winter, moving into the cottage and letting 
out Culvardie in the summer. 

I remember the winter of 1947 was very severe, all 
the mains water pipes were frozen and split from end 
to end, and had to be replaced.  The new pipes were 
installed to a depth of six feet, and a team of Irish 
navvies was brought in to dig the trenches.  Two of 
these men were killed opposite The Manse when the 
trench collapsed and trapped them.  It was 1948 be-
fore all the houses in the village had their water sup-
ply restored, and Culvardie was the last.  George (the 
owner) was going hillwalking when he met the nav-
vies and asked if the water would be reconnected that 
day.  They replied that it was impossible, but they 
would manage it next day.  George told them that if 
the water was back on when he returned that day he 
would give them a bottle of whisky.  This was when 
whisky was almost unobtainable.  The water was back 
to Culvardie when he returned home!! 

All the time the village was without water we had to 
collect it from a pipe that ran into the river beside the 
Spey Bridge, and later from a standpipe in front of 
George Mackintosh’s shop.  Before all this happened 
there were three reservoirs which supplied the vil-
lage, one above Chapelton farm, another above 

Dochlaggie farm and the third above Corronich farm.  
The Chapelton supply was disconnected at Deshar 
School and the Corronich one was abandoned, leaving 
only the Dochlaggie supply when the new pipes were 
installed. 

 

The next instalment in this series will cover the Main 
Road, now known as Deshar Road, Right hand side.  
If your house is situated within that area, and you do 
not to want it featured in the article, please contact 
Jackie Wilson on 831056 so that the information can 
be omitted. 

Being 17 

Jamie and Angus Trinder from Boat, Gregor Samuels 
from Grantown and the MacWilliam brothers, Jamie 
and Lewis, from Carrbridge were invited to take part 
in a radio interview with Joe Allen of Radio 1.  This 
invitation came via the Visit Cairngorms' PR Company 
who had been approached to find a small group of 
teenagers who were into snowsports.  

The programme was broadcast in two parts on the 3rd 
and 10th of October as part of Radio 1’s Teen Awards 
Week, which involved interviewing 100 teenagers 
from around the UK to find out what it was like to be 
a teenager in Britain.  They were interviewed infor-
mally as a group with questions to stimulate discus-
sion - views on music, sport, money, politics, what 
they liked or didn't like about where they lived, etc.   
The final programme included some sound-bites from 
the boys about family, friends and sports and they all 
though it was very cool to be on Radio 1! 

 

Cookery Tip 

To keep potatoes from budding,  
place an apple in the bag with the potatoes …..OR….. 

 
Buy Smash mashed 

potato mix. 

Keeps in the cup-

board for up to a 

year.   
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Archaeological Survey at Rychallich, 15th,16th &17th 
October 2011. 

By Ann Wakeling 

Rychallich is an abandoned croft in Tulloch which was 
inhabited until the 1940’s.  It was used by Gordonstoun 
School  as a  base for outdoor activities in the 1960’s  
and an earlier claim to notoriety is as the site of a mur-
der in May 1782—see Maria Dennis’ article on this in 
The Nethy. 

The main crofthouse is now very dilapidated and it has 
some remains of outbuildings. The volunteers met at 
Explore Abernethy Community Centre where Mel, the 
Ranger, introduced Tamlin Barton, the archaeologist, 
who was leading the three day survey.   

Saturday was warm and sunny at times and it was very 
pleasant to be up there.  Tam gave us ten minutes to 
have a look around the site, and then divided us into 
three groups to draw taped offset plans.  Our group was 
to draw the grass covered footings of an ‘L’ shaped 
building shown roofed on the First Edition Ordnance 
Survey.  A tape was laid down the middle of the building, 
and measurements taken with a hand tape of the fea-
tures, and plotted on the drawing.    

Sunday was cool, dry and overcast and work continued.  
Based on the evidence found, guesses were made about 
the uses of the buildings. We imagined a dairy, a byre, a 
wash-house and probably a well. In our minds, we could 

see children playing by the burn!  

On Monday there was a strong wind after heavy over-
night rain, and the walkover survey began over the for-
mer arable fields – now bog. Walls were found and 
clearance cairns among the juniper at the edge.  

After lunch we split into two teams, ‘C’ surveyed some 
lower ground while ‘B’ explored an exposed heathery 
ridge above the farm where remains of fence posts and 
footings of a head dyke were found.   We crossed the 
burn and struggled on in deep heather, the wind and 
rain increasing, until a halt was called about 3pm.  Tam 
thanked everyone for coming, and said that in due 
course the report will be lodged at Explore Abernethy 
available for all. 
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CHURCH MATTERS 

Life runs in seasons in all sorts of ways. Our own move 
from autumn into winter is highlighted by the recent 
change of the clocks when we “Spring forward and Fall 
back” and the nights are fairly drawing in, as folks say. 
Fashion is another example of how styles in clothing, 
music or perhaps furniture, change; and yet the “more 
mature” ones amongst us know too, that the old ideas 
just get recycled.....Be honest now, ladies. How many of 
you wore skirts which might have been better described 
as pelmets? And there can’t be many of the gents who 
didn’t squeeze their feet into winklepickers, or tried to 
get that “Brylcreem Bounce.” 
The Church too, has its seasons, and it is useful and ben-
eficial for communities to have the opportunity to gather 
together, whether it be to celebrate, to give thanks or 
simply to remember. 
We had such an opportunity on Friday 7th October, the 
last day of term, when pupils and staff walked along 
from Deshar School on a bright, sunny afternoon, to cel-
ebrate the time of Harvest in St. Columba’s Church in the 
village. And what a wonderful, enthusiastic celebration it 
was, with much singing from the children combined with 
poetry, actions and a very meaningful prayer at the end 
of it all. 
I’m sure I speak for all the adults who came along when I 
say how impressed we were ~ not only with the standard 
of behaviour and presentation from the pre-school chil-
dren through to the older ones ~ but also with the obvi-
ous effort, care and dedication shown by all the staff. My 
thanks to all who helped bring it together. 
As ongoing conflicts still continue which involve our own 
armed forces in different parts of the world, we remem-
bered them at our Services of Remembrance on Sunday, 
13th November, at which wreaths were laid in memory of 
those who have given their lives since World War 1.    
        
Blessings, All, 
Sheila Wallace, DCS 
 

BOOK REVIEW 

By Maggie Parkinson 

The 2011 winner of the Man Booker prize for new fiction 
was “The Sense of an Ending” by Julian Barnes. This 
much acclaimed writer won this year having been short 
listed on three previous occasions.  This is the first book 
he has written since his wife – the publisher Pat Ka-
vanagh – died in 2008. Poignantly it is a book about loss 
and the truth about the past and, in my view, a very wor-
thy winner. 
This novel is beautifully constructed and exquisitely 
written in elegant but spare prose with no unnecessary 
padding.  The narrator, Tony Webster, has recently re-
tired from a job in art administration.  He occupies him-

self with the local history society and doing a bit of good 
work like taking the library trolley round at the nearby 
hospital. He has been married once and had a civilised 
divorce, but maintains a good relationship with his ex-
wife and daughter. He is the kind of man who might get 
an end-of-life report of “he could have done better”, but 
that could no doubt be said of many of us.   
The book is written in two parts.  In the first part he re-
calls in detail his schooldays, life in the ‘60s and his rela-
tionship with his three close friends at school.  A major 
event at school involving the death of one of their year 
has a profound effect on them all and this is carefully 
dissected by Barnes. The four are of a serious nature and 
use remarks like “that is philosophically self evident” 
which might be considered pretentious but as Tony says 
“of course we were pretentious but what else is youth 
for?” Eventually they go their separate ways but vow 
undying friendship. However, as is likely, they gradually 
drift apart. He goes on to study History at university and 
in his first year acquires a girlfriend. The unsophisticated 
Tony experiences an agonising weekend visit to her 
home where most of the family treat him with disdain 
apart from, significantly, the girl’s mother.  Barnes man-
ages cleverly to capture both the vulnerability of youth 
and its total lack of sympathy and understanding.  He 
leaves university with a good degree and embarks on his 
career.                                                    
In the second part, now retired and on his own, he re-
ceives a letter from a lawyer which affects him deeply.  It 
leads him to re-examine his memories of the past, and 
question their accuracy.  He persuades himself to con-
tact his old girl friend.  As it says in the flyleaf of the 
book, “memory can always throw up surprises” and as 
Tony comments at the beginning of the book, “what you 
end up remembering isn’t always the same as what you 
have witnessed.”  He finds to his horror that he has com-
pletely misunderstood a very important part of his past.  
Without revealing any detail of the plot one can say that 
Barnes keeps the tension up right to the end. 
This is a short book, only 150 pages and some have ques-
tioned its right to be called a novel. Nevertheless it is 
thought provoking, hugely enjoyable and I can thorough-
ly recommend it!  Unlike so many books this will be one 
to be revisited. 
 
WHAT DOES GOD LOOK LIKE? 

A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of 
children while they were drawing. She would occasional-
ly walk around to see each child's work.  
As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, 
she asked what the drawing was. 
The girl replied, 'I'm drawing God.' 
The teacher paused and said, 'But no one knows what 
God looks like.' 
Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, 
the girl replied, 'They will in a minute.' 
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WINDBAGS 
By Jane Kerr 
 
Here is the 'Strathspey Windbags', tun-
ing up before our first public perfor-
mance at the Strathspey & Badenoch 
Music Festival in Kingussie in March this 
year.  The adjudicator made some very 
encouraging comments about our play-
ing and said it was good to see such a 
large group of instrumentalists.  The 
Windbags had, at that time, only been 
playing for 16 months and most of the 
members had been complete begin-
ners, so we were well pleased with our 

'Commended' rating.  Members of the group come from Boat of Garten, Nethy Bridge, Grantown and other parts of the Strath 
and meet in the Church Hall in Boat. 
If anyone is interested in joining the group, please contact Jane Kerr on 01479 831374 or 07714736390 
 
 

Buy.at—donate to the Community Hall or to Deshar Primary by shopping!! 

Before you buy anything online, please have a look at this site: 

www.buy.at/desharschool  or www.buy.at/hallaboard 

From there you can click on links to many online retailers, many of whom you probably already use. 

Every time you click the link from there to another retailer YOU EARN COMMISSION of up to 10% for the school or 

the hall. 

News from the SWRI 

By Britt Taylor 

The SWRI autumn season started in Septem-
ber with an interesting talk given by Chris-
tian Maclean who told us about the Children in the High-
lands Information Point (CHIP). In October Brenda 
McCann from Kingusie talked about some of the crafts in 
which the SWRI give workshops. This was followed by a 
hands on session making different sorts of boxes. 
Three of our members went to Croy for a two day Felt 
Making Workshop with Caroline Pearce from Aberfeldy. 
The three of us came home with two flower brooches, a 
wall hanging and a shoulder bag that we had made plus 
the knowledge of how to make felt beads for necklaces. 
On the 29th of October a Ruralympics was held at Croy. 
Unfortunately we didn’t manage to get a full team to-
gether but for those that did attend it was great fun and 
after soup and rolls we enjoyed a demonstration of 
Christmas cookery by Janet Crawford from Kingussie 
In November we will be having an Open meeting which 
everybody is very welcome to attend. Alan Fisher will be 
giving a talk about Stained Glass and we will have a sales 
table with various Christmassy things. 
Our Christmas Lunch is at the Coylumbridge Hotel on the 
2nd of December. There is always a good turnout and it 
is a very enjoyable get together with the other institutes 
in the area. On 12th December we will be joining the 

Church Women’s Guild for their Christmas Party, some-
thing that we take turns at every other year. 
Next season starts on January 16th when Jason Thorpe 
will be giving us a talk about Birdwatching, please note 
that it will be in the afternoon at 2:30 instead of the 
evening. 
Looking further ahead we are entering a community 
class in Hat Making at the SWRI Arts and Crafts Show in 
Nethybridge in May. Six different hats are required and 
ideas for anything show-stopping will be very welcome. 

The Ten Commandments 

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Com-
mandments with her five and six year olds.  
After explaining the commandment to 'honour' thy Fa-
ther and thy Mother, she asked, 'Is there a command-
ment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and sis-
ters?' 
Without missing a beat one little boy (the oldest of a 
family) answered, 'Thou shall not kill.' 

http://www.buy.at/desharschool
http://www.buy.at/hallaboard
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WALK MORE ….. FEEL THE DIFFERENCE….. JUST WHAT 
THE DOCTOR ORDERED! 

Most of us vow every now and again to get more exer-
cise – and how often, even if we start a new exercise 
regime, do we stick to it?  There is always a long list of 
things that require more urgent attention - or do they? 
…… because when you think about it, good health is 
priceless! 

There can be few simpler ways to increase physical activ-
ity, and improve our health, than to go for a walk!  No 
fancy, technical gear required, almost anyone can do it, 
it’s FREE! We can choose from a multitude of venues, 
and readily adapt it to fit our life-style.  We know that if 
we walk it lifts the spirit as well as increasing our heart 
rate; enjoying the fresh air, sounds and sights – the 
whole experience makes us feel better. 

Many of us are able to include a walk in our daily lives, 
but for some people it is not quite so straight-forward.  
We all know them …. relatives with conditions that limit 
their mobility, friends recovering from accident or ill-
ness, neighbours who don’t have the confidence to walk 
alone… or perhaps you recognise yourself in that list.  
How many of these people would be able to get out and 
walk more, if they were motivated by belonging to a 
group of like-minded individuals, who could offer regular 
support and encouragement? 

The Cairngorms Outdoor Access Trust, through the 
Cairngorms Walking to Health Project, is working to en-
courage individuals of all abilities to walk more and in-
crease their physical activity, by developing Health Walk 
Groups in communities throughout the National Park, 
including Boat of Garten. 

So …… What isn’t a Health Walk? 

It isn’t miles and miles of arduous, uppy-downy, head-
down, bog-slog!   

It is an easy, local, low-level, short, volunteer-led walk.   

On a Health Walk it’s OK to walk just as far as you feel 
you’re able (up to an hour, but often much less), at a 
comfortable pace; it’s OK to enjoy the company, and to 
meet at the end for a cuppa and a blether (if you want 
to).  It’s definitely OK to think that walking can be enjoy-
able. 

In summary, whatever your ability, it’s likely that you will 
manage a health walk … and feel all the better for it! 

Time is precious, but so is our health.  If you are an able 
walker, and you would like to swap an hour or so of your 
time, once a month, for a contribution toward someone 
else’s good health, please consider becoming a volun-
teer walk leader.  Training and support is free. 

For more information on Walking to Health in Boat of 
Garten, or training to become a volunteer walk leader, 
please contact Jane Cox (07519569005), or Alison Greg-
gans (01479 821409). 

 

YOOFIE 
 
A mobile skate park was hired from Fort William, organ-
ised by the Highland Council youth team, and has been 
set up twice in the car park at Boat of Garten Community 
Hall. Both events were well attended, and the ramps and 
rails were enjoyed by skateboarders and bmxers alike. 
There are plans to see if a mobile skate park can be 
bought and shared between all communities in this area. 
It was hoped that the group could make use of the curl-
ing pond for the skate park, but the weather prevented 
this. The top rink was cleared of debris, but the constant 
rain at that time kept on flooding the area. The site will 
still be considered for the longer term. Many thanks to 
all those who helped clear it up!  
Youth Club did not meet last year, but after showing up 
as a priority in Our Community, A Way Forward, we are 
hoping that the group will be started up again soon - but 
we need adult helpers!!!  
 
Please contact Emma on 07912 
054511 if you're willing to help 
out. 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT….? 

 The cottage opposite M&B’s called The Sneck used 
to be a staging post where they would change the 
horses for the stage coach, travelling from Perth 
to Elgin?  

 There was a sawmill and camp opposite the pre-
sent sawmill during the war, worked by men from 
Newfoundland? 

 Ammunition is said to have been stored near Loch 
Garten?  

If you can add to these snippets, or correct them, or 
have some of your own, please get in touch with the 
BOG Standard.  
 

VIRTUALLY FAMOUS 
By Emma Macdonald 
 

After some gruelling rehearsals between the October 
holidays and Easter, Virtually Famous showcased an ex-
cellent performance of an abridged version of the Cin-
derella pantomime. With a large audience, and kitted 
out with over-the-top costumes, the VF crew showed off 
their ever-growing skills in singing, dancing and acting. 
The crew had a break for the summer, but have come 
back raring to go with new ideas for this session. There 
are no plans for another show quite yet, but we'll be 
sure to keep you posted when something crops up! 

MILTON LOCH – Thanks All Round 

By Alison Fielding 

We would like to thank David Mills, BSW Sawmill manag-
er for the very generous supply of free, treated  wood to 
enable 2 further projects at Milton Loch to go ahead. We 
plan to floor the Bird hide shed section with the kind 
assistance of Paddy Smyth, who, rumour has it, is rather 
good with hammer and nails.  
Also thanks to Billy Richardson, who does a wonderful 
job in caring for the actual Loch, will be able to build a 
raft to use to go out on the loch and pull up the weeds in 
an effort to keep the spread under control. He should be 
able to float safely, courtesy of  surplus barrels from 
Cairngorm Brewery, empty of course! Thanks Sam. 
Finally, but not least, many thanks goes out to the 10 
volunteers who turned out on 8th October to tidy up the 
woodland for the winter. 
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CARTERS TRADITIONAL FISH & CHIPS 

MONDAY — NETHYBRIDGE 

TUESDAY—TOMATIN 

WEDNESDAY— NEWTONMORE 

THURSDAY— BOAT OF GARTEN 

FRIDAY— CARRBRIDGE 

SATURDAY— KINCRAIG 

4.30PM— 8PM DAILY 

PHONE AND COLLECT 07713 643009 
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

By Mary Clark 

As you will probably all know,  the 
former Community Council met for 
the last time on 7 November.  Frank 
Bardgett, who has been our secre-
tary for over four years, has stood 
down and I would like to pay tribute to the way he has 
served the community in this capacity over the past four 
years.  He has been a tower of strength and a great sup-
port to all members, particularly in his ability to analyse 
complex documents.  We wish him well in the future and 
particularly during the current year in his capacity of 
Moderator of the Presbytery of Abernethy. 

Other members of the Community Council who are 
standing down are Sam Faircliff, Adam Gordon, Julie 
McKenzie, Lorna O’Connell and Heidi Spencer.  I would 
like to thank them all for their support and particularly 
Sam Faircliff who was instrumental, with other residents, 
in lobbying the National Park Authority to form a Hous-
ing Group in order to look at ways of providing afforda-
ble housing in the village and who has represented the 
community on the board of the Highlands Small Commu-
nity Housing Trust. 

 

BONFIRE NIGHT – GOOD TIME HAD BY ALL! 
By Sam Faircliff 
Secretary to Deshar Primary School Parent Council 
 

After the disappointment of last year, when we could 
not pull together enough help to hold the Bonfire Night 
Event, I am delighted that we managed to get help from 
lots of residents to host the Bonfire and Firework Display 
in Boat of Garten again this year.  We raised a total of 
£1,750 for the school and playgroup.  Thank you so 
much to everyone for supporting us! 
The event was run under the banner of Deshar Primary 
School Parent Council to raise funds for the Primary 
School from a catering van as well as a Soup and Chilli 
Wrap Station (as Dave from the Post Office pointed out 
the signs looked as if we were selling soup and chilli in a 
wrap but we did supply cups for the soup)!  The Wee 
Boggies Playgroup also had a food stall offering  Stovies  
and Chicken and Chorizo Stew (which I am told was deli-
cious) together with Bonfire Ice-cream from Andersons!.  
Thank you to all those who supplied home baking which 
sold out very quickly as always!  Julie’s beef stew and 

tatties went down well and as Aviemore and Grantown 
did not have an event, it was great that we had enough 
food to feed everyone! 
I would like to thank all the volunteers who helped dur-
ing the lead up to the night with the organisation of 
building the bonfire, gathering the material, setting up 
the field and the publicity via road signs, facebook, post-
ers and word of mouth!   
A big thank you to all the stewards on the night, without 
whom we could not have run the event,  and those who 
kindly helped with the clean up on Sunday as well as the 
guys who looked like little ants behind the bonfire – all 
we could see were their head torches moving round,  
lighting the fireworks! 
 
THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU: 
George Adams (for allowing us to use his field), Brian 
Ritchie (for the material for the fire) Bobbie MacKenzie 
(for building the bonfire), James Gordon (set up and fire-
works), Hugh Clark (set up, fireworks and trailer to gath-
er all the equipment), Johnnie Gordon (Fire steward), 
Dougie Edwards (for loan of the catering van), Alan Mac-
Kenzie and Jim (from the caravan park I don’t know his 
surname but he is on the list for next year!) Steve Ander-
son (use of outside tap for access to water & Wee Bog-
gies Catering) , Ali and Stevie Trinder (stewarding and 
clear up),  David & Steven MacGilvray (for lighting & gen-
erators),  Lorna O’Connell and Jane Weston  (for organis-
ing all the food for the school stalls!) , Annie & Callum 
Forwood and all the kids who made the guy and helped 
with setting up the field and the marquee.  James Dun-
bar (car parking steward, along with the other stewards, 
as it was definitely needed!)  PARENTS:  Stewart Blair & 
Jo Blair and all their kids, Harry Hancock, Gordon Gar-
row,  Amanda & Mark Tomlinson and young Mark too, 
Austen & Vicky Durrant (gas for catering).  Thank you to 
the  Community Hall for NOT having a booking at the hall 
that night,  the Police and Fire Brigade for agreeing for 
us to hold the event and last but not least all the par-
ents, children, residents of Badenoch & Strathspey , visi-
tors to the area and anyone else who helped to make 
the event so special. 
This event only takes place with the effort of volunteers 
to make things safe and without the approval of the Po-
lice, Highland Council and Fire Brigade we will not be 
able to run this event in the future.   We appreciate all 
those who loaned their equipment and belongings for 
use in the field on the night. 
 

Aladdin 
Wednesday 14th December—Saturday 17th December 

4 Evening performances (7.30pm) + Saturday Matinee (3.30pm) 
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PETROL PRICE INCREASE 
 

If you are finding the price of petrol ever more painful 
on the pocket please sign this petition online to protest 
against the government's proposed increase in fuel duty 
- 4 pence per litre.  The petition has reached the 100,000 
level, which triggers the need for a parliamentary de-
bate, but the more names, the better. 
 

 http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/347 

 

HOTEL BILL 
 
An elderly lady decided to give herself a big treat for her 
significant birthday by staying overnight in one of Lon-
don's most expensive hotels.  
When she checked out next morning, the desk clerk 
handed her a bill for £250.00. 
She exploded and demanded to know why the charge 
was so high. "It's a nice hotel but the rooms certainly 
aren't worth £250.00 for just an overnight stop without 
even breakfast."  
The clerk told her that £250.00 is the 'standard rate' so 
she insisted on speaking to the Manager. 
The Manager appeared and, forewarned by the desk 
clerk, announced: "The hotel has an Olympic-sized pool 
and a huge conference centre which are available for 
your use."  
“But I didn't use them," she said.  
''Well, they are here, and you could have," explained the 
Manager. 
He went on to explain that she could also have seen one 
of the in-hotel shows for which the hotel was famous. 
"We have the best entertainers from Edinburgh, Glas-
gow, and Aberdeen performing here," the Manager said. 
"But I didn't go to any of those shows," she said.  
"Well, we have them, and you could have," the Manager 
replied. 
No matter what amenity the Manager mentioned, she 
replied, "But I didn't use it!" 

The Manager was unmoved, so she decided to pay, 
wrote a cheque and gave it to the Manager.  
The Manager was surprised when he looked at the 
cheque. "But madam, this cheque is only made out for 
£50.00."  

''That's correct. I charged you £200.00 for sleeping with 
me," she replied. 
"But I didn't!" exclaimed the very surprised Manager. 
"Well, too bad, I was here, and you could have."  
Don't mess with Senior Citizens 

 

SINGING FOR FUN 
By Liz Johnson 
 

On Friday afternoons I head to Grantown-on-Spey to 
take part in a group called ‘Singing for Fun’. For one 
hour we sing our way through a variety of songs led by 
Jill Teear, who provides great accompaniment on the 
piano.  The emphasis is on fun and enjoyment and Jill 
gives us guidance on breathing, articulation and how to 
sing with feeling, relating the melody to the words of 
the song. 
Each session includes different genres, with songs from 
shows, jazz numbers, folk songs, pop standards and 
some rounds. We all find we know the choruses of many 
songs but the singing for fun group allows us to learn 
the verses, too. 
Having sung our hearts out for an hour, we enjoy some 
good conversation and, of course, a cup of tea for the 
vocal cords. 
The group meets at 2-30 pm in the Wheatley Hall and is 
open to members of The University of The Third  Age. 
Information is available on the website, 
www.grantownu3a.co.uk 
 

COMMUNITY HALL NEWS 
By Lorraine MacPherson 
 
BoG Community Hall’s AGM was well attended and 
Chair Bev Brodie reported another successful year with 
many events, conferences and just a couple of wed-
dings. She congratulated staff, fellow Directors and 
thanked the wonderful team of volunteers who make it 
all possible.  
Future plans included front entrance path repairs and a 
photovoltaic system on the back roof to generate elec-
tricity.  
Keep up with news on the hall’s Facebook page! Just search 
for Boat of Garten Community Hall and click “Like” when 
you’re next using Facebook.  

 
 

 

http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/347
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DON’T GET SNOWED IN THIS WINTERDON’T GET SNOWED IN THIS WINTERDON’T GET SNOWED IN THIS WINTER   

PHONE JOHN CAMERON  

 

   SNOW CLEARANCE 

IN THE BOAT & SUR-

ROUNDING AREA 

Digger & Dumper to take snow 

away from 

 Drive Ways 
 Pavements 
 Car Parks 

Telephone:   

07834 733871 

CHRIS DOUGLAS  

PLUMBING & HEATING 

 24 Hour Emergency Call Out 

 Property Maintenance 

 

10 High Street 

Boat of Garten 

PH24 3BW 

 

Telephone: 

01479 831301 

07534 815386 



BOG STANDARD— AUTUMN/WINTER 2011 

18 

OUR SEARCH FOR A SOLUTION TO AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING IN BOAT OF GARTEN 
By Alison Fielding 
 
Most people will have already heard that the Davall Develop-
ment Application for housing in the woodland at the entry to 
the village was finally turned down by the National Park’s 
Planning Committee  on Friday 11th November by a vote of 11 
to 5.  We are aware that some residents will be relieved at this 
decision and many others will be disappointed. The CNPA’s 
Housing Working Group will be meeting as soon as possible to 
look at how to take matters forward in our search for an alter-
native solution for achieving affordable housing for the village. 
The community representatives on the Working Group are 
Alison Fielding, Stewart Blair, Julie MacKenzie and Allan 
Bantick. 
The debate has been a very complex one. The main reason for 
refusal was that, despite all the work undertaken by the devel-
opers in respect of much more detailed mitigation proposals 
to protect the capercaillie, SNH maintained their objection. 
They stated, “The development is likely to cause disturbance 
to capercaillie using the adjacent woodland. This is likely to 
have a significant effect on capercaillie populations in four 
nearby Special Protection Areas (SPAs)”.   They emphasised 
that the recent woodland camera survey results showed that 
many dog walkers allow their dogs to run off the paths and 
into the woodland and this is likely to cause detrimental dis-
turbance to capercaillie.  They say an increase in population 
through further housing risks worsening the problem. In their 
response, the community council emphasised that the people 
of Boat of Garten value the natural heritage of the area in 
which they live. We remain confident that with the right infor-
mation , local dog owners and others using the woods for 
walking or cycling would do their best to ensure responsible 
recreational use. Mitigation proposals will have to be agreed 
for whatever housing development takes place in the future, 
wherever the site is situated within the settlement boundary 
of the village. It is vital that this mitigation debate continues 
and all stakeholders work together to achieve success. 

DRAFT CAIRNGORMS NATIONAL PARK PLAN AND 

MAIN ISSUES REPORT CONSULTATION 

By Alison Fielding 

 

The CNPA community consultation meeting for Boat of 
Garten, Nethybridge and Carr-bridge took place at the 
Boat Community Hall on 25th October attended by about 
100 members of the public. The date for final responses 
from the public is 9th December.  All the consultation 
documents can be found on the CNPA website and hard 
copies are available for perusal in a box in the communi-
ty corner at the rear of the Post Office .  The Community 
Council urges residents to look in particular at the Main 
Issues Report and the Land Use Survey Report and to 
make individual responses. In the sections relating to 
Boat of Garten , the Main Issues Report contains a map 
of possible housing sites for future development and the 
Land Use report  has brief comment by the CNPA on 
landscape assessment of the suggested sites.  
The Community Council will be making a formal re-
sponse and welcomes your views, particularly about 
which sites you would consider to be the most appropri-
ate for future housing development to meet the needs 
of Boat of Garten as a sustainable community for the 
next 10-20 years.  Please pass your comments to Mary 
Clark or Alison Fielding. 
 

NEW WEBSITE FOR BOAT OF GARTEN 
 
The Boat of Garten website has been in need of refresh-
ing and updating for some time and, after exploring all 
the available options, the Boat of Garten Community 
Company, which manages the site for the village, agreed to act as the pilot for the new network of community 
websites the Cairngorms Business Partnership is introducing across the Cairngorms National Park. 
Through the agreement with CBP, who runs visitcairngorms.com, the Community Company accessed the CBP web 
designers and developers who designed and built a brand new website for Boat of Garten. The new site utilises the 
latest design, technology and content management systems. The deal has also provided members of the Communi-
ty Company training on how to get the best from the site.  
The community retains full editorial rights and control and hosting of the site and are responsible for the upkeep of 
all community, hall, social pages and images used on the site. The listings for accommodation, things to do, places 
to eat and drink, shopping and local events are supplied by the CBP via their database that now feed both boatof-
garten.com and visistcairngorms.com. 
Take a look at the new site and the village Facebook pages and let the Community Company know what you think! 
 
www.boatofgarten.com 
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HOGMANAY CEILIDH 
 
The Hogmanay Ceilidh will be held in the hall this year on 
31st December. Doors open 8pm for an 8.30pm start. 
Andrew Macdonald’s ceilidh band from Fort William will 

provide the music and instruc-
tion (if needed) for the dancing! 
Tickets, including limited number 
of family tickets restricted to 
Boat residents, will be on sale 
from the beginning of December 

in the local shops. Prices £12.50 Adult, £6 Child, Family 
£30 for 2 adults and 2 children. Please note that no alco-
hol, apart from that sold at the bar, will be allowed on 
the premises in accordance with the Licensing Law. 
Should be a good night with a mix of locals and visitors, 
so make your Hogmanay celebrations a bit different this 
year and come along and enjoy yourself! 

 
OUR LOCAL CHURCHES 
By James Dunbar 
 
This article is intended to be the first of series dealing 
with the history of some of our local churches. This one 
will deal with St Columba’s and thereafter will come Kin-
cardine , Duthil and, because it seems very likely that the 
Boat, Duthil and Kincardine united congregation will in 
the future be linked with Nethy Bridge, those of the Ab-
ernethy congregation. Maybe, thereafter, attention 
could even be turned to the rest of Strathspey and 
Badenoch as there is a huge range of churches through-
out the area – from Alvie, Insh and Kincardine of the 12th 
& 13th Century (or earlier) to Tomintoul’s 1823 Thomas 
Telford designed Government Church and St Aidan’s , 
Aviemore built in 1952. 
 
AND SO TO ST COLUMBA’S! 
As is well known the “Boat” did not really come into be-
ing until the mid 19th Century with the arrival of the rail-
way. But it did not take long for the village to grow, to 
the point that it had a hotel, a general merchant’s shop 
and Post Office. As the village grew so did the need for a 
place of worship. So in 1881 a meeting was called by the 
friends of Duthil Church (from which the needs of “Boat” 
were administered at the time) who lived in the village. 
Attendees included the then Duthil Minister, the Post-
master, the Hotelkeeper and the Stationmaster. After 
the meeting, and armed with a petition signed by some 
200 people, they approached the Estate owner – the Earl 
of Seafield – with a view to trying to get a place for a 
Missionary Church. After some confusion as to what was 
exactly required, permission was granted. An application 
to the value of £150 was subsequently made to the 
Church of Scotland’s Home Missionary Fund, whilst the 
community was expected to match this sum. 
Thereafter the trail goes cold, although there seems to 

be no particular reason for this! Some 20 years later the 
ball started rolling again with the intervention of the Rev 
Archibald Fleming – a summer visitor to the “Boat” and 
an influential member of the Home Mission Committee 
of the Church of Scotland. The “new” congregation was 
granted aid to help erect “a small place of worship”. 
After that things moved quickly , agreement was reached 
with the Estate and a Feu Charter granted by 1900. The 
new Church’s first Elder – the  Stationmaster – was in-
ducted only a few weeks later. This new Church still did 
not have its own Minister but was covered by a mission-
ary from Duthil who also covered Kincardine and Avie-
more.  Aviemore was only disjoined in 1917 when it was 
linked with 
Rothiemur-
chus. 
There was 
another 
Church at the 
time in the 
village, nota-
bly the Free 
Church (later 
United Free 
Church) which met in the newly-built Community Hall. 
This amalgamated with St Columba’s in 1929.  St Colum-
ba’s with Kincardine became a Parish in its own right on 
1st January 1932 with Dr Robertson as its first joint Minis-
ter. At roughly the same time the Manse was purchased. 
In 1936 the original simple rectangular church building 
was enlarged to include the Chancel, Church Hall and 
Vestry. At the same time a new Communion Table, Pulpit 
and Font were gifted. In 1940 the Church Hall was even 
commissioned as a Hospital but never used. At the end 
of the war the Chancel windows were installed, being 
variously dedicated to Miss Janet Farquharson, Donald 
Campbell and Prof Jehu of St Andrews University. In 
1955 there was a major upheaval when the then Inver-
ness-shire Council decided to widen Deshar Road! ... and 
10 years later another one when , in 1965, women were 
admitted to the Eldership of the Kirk!  Yet again many of 
the BoG Standard’s readers will remember the St Colum-
ba’s Centenary Celebrations in 2000 
So what else? The original heating system was replaced 
at the end of the war and again in the 1960s. Other ma-
jor bequests since the 1980s have included the Organ, 
the Hearing Aid Loop system, the Speaker system in the 
Church Hall and, last but by no means least, the gener-
ous bequest which has allowed the Church in Boat and 
Duthil at this time of a vacancy to employ our Deacon-
ess, Sheila Wallace. 
Looking forward - there is the prospect of a new Minister 
and the likely linkage with Abernethy with everything 
that will entail including, of course, which Manse will be 
the primary one. 
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 Alban Tree Care & Consultancy 

Graduate tree specialists 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

All aspects of Tree surgery 

Consultancy from tree surveys to woodland 

management  

Mobile Sawmilling 

Firewood - Hard/softwood or mixed loads, split 

or logs 

Wood chip for garden use 

Wood splitter hire 

For a free quote or information please call us or visit our website: 

    01479 821659 or 07595 300026  

  www.albantreecare.com  albantreecare@me.com 



BOG STANDARD— AUTUMN/WINTER 2011 

21 

2011 – 12 WINTER TALKS PROGRAMME WELL UN-
DERWAY 

This winter’s series of Illustrated Talks got underway on 
10th October when Chris Carter gave an account of a 

journey undertaken in 2010 across “Southern China 
from Hong Kong to Shanghai”.   
From Hong Kong, the journey took them to the towns of 
Guilin and Yangshuo which are set amidst the most stun-
ning karst scenery with literally thousands of limestone 
hills rising almost vertically from the landscape.   
From Yangshuo, which, among other things boasts a ho-
tel that really is called Fawlty Towers, the journey con-
tinued to the mountain village of Ping An, which is sur-
rounded by rice terraces stretching for thousands of feet 
down the hillside; a truly amazing sight.  A short flight to 
Chengdu enabled a 
visit to the nearby 
Giant Panda Research 
Centre, where there 
are over 50 pandas 
ranging from new 
born babies to fully 
mature adults.  The 
purpose of the Centre 
is to gain a better understanding of panda breeding in 
captivity, so that more giant pandas can be released into 
the wild.  The next stop was at the town of Dazu, famous 
for the nearby Buddhist rock carvings which gained 
World Heritage status in 1999.  From there it was on to 
Chongquin (Chungking), a municipality of nearly 40 mil-
lion people and one of China’s major manufacturing cen-
tres, located on the Yangtse River.  Here a cruise boat 
was boarded for a three day trip down the Yangtse, 
passing through the famous gorges and finishing at Yi-
chang, just below the Three Gorges Dam, the world’s 
largest civil engineering project, completed in 2009.  A 
flight from Yichang took Chris and Ann to Shanghai, a 
booming manufacturing and financial centre which has 
undergone major redevelopment in recent years, with 
some impressive modern architecture, but which still 
retains intact the Bund riverfront, a reminder of the 
strong European influence in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. Overall, the talk gave an insight to the many 
tourist attractions in Southern China, and, whilst show-
ing aspects of China as we normally think of it, also por-
trayed the ways in which China today is rapidly changing 
as it increasingly becomes part of the modern world. 

The second of this winter’s talks was given by Gary Brin-
dle, who lives at Skye of Curr and runs an aerial photog-
raphy company called Scotavia.  Whilst undertaking 
commissions for a wide variety of aerial photographs, 
Gary has developed a particular interest in Scottish Cas-

tles.  His talk was entitled “Scottish Castles from 
Above: aerial photography with the history and 
tales of some of Scotland’s most famous castles”.  

This took the audience on an aerial trip from Strathspey 
to Deeside, to the many castles of Aberdeenshire, west-
wards along the Moray Firth 
coast, round the north of 
Scotland, down the west 
coast to Ayrshire, before 
heading inland to Stirling 
and Perthshire and then up 
the Great Glen to Urquhart 
Castle on Loch Ness.  Many 
wonderful photographs 
were shown, often giving far 
better views of castles than 
can be seen from ground 
level.  Gary accompanied 
these by giving a well-informed commentary on both the 
histories of the castles, and, where appropriate, any par-
ticular tales and myths that were attached to them. 

The third talk “Just Take the Children Too: the joys 
and hazards of round-the-world travel with chil-
dren”, was given by Margaret Farquharson, who, alt-
hough she now lives in Hampshire, has had a long associ-
ation with the Boat of Garten area.  Margaret explained 
how both she and her husband had travelled quite ex-
tensively before they were married, and when, after 
marriage, the children were born, they saw no reason to 
stop their travels.  As a result, they decided to ‘just take 
the children too’.  Many wonderful slides were shown of 
how they coped with the children on holidays ranging 
from caravanning at Boat of Garten, to skiing in the Alps 
and more adventurous trips to India, East Africa and, on 
one occasion, right round the world, travelling more-or-

less on a shoe-
string.  Margaret 
drew attention 
to the problems 
and even dan-
gers that were 
faced, and how 
they either over-
came them or 
luckily survived 
them.  The talk 

proved very interesting, enjoyable and often amusing, 
not least as a result of her six-year old son’s insistence 
on taking his violin with him around the world!  The au-
dience was left in sheer admiration of the determination 
and perseverance displayed in successfully completing 
these journeys. 

The next talk, entitled “Ribbon of Wildness: discover-
ing the watershed of Scotland” by Peter Wright is on 
Monday 28th November.  This is followed one week later, 
on Monday 5th December, by Frank Johnstone talking 

about “A Journey to Lady of the Snows: climbing in 
New Zealand’s Fiordland”.   



BOG STANDARD— AUTUMN/WINTER 2011 

22 

After a ten week break over Christmas and New Year, in 
the hope of avoiding the worst of the winter weather, 
the talks start again on Monday 13th February with a talk 
entitled “Running the Corbetts in 70 days: completing 
them all without powered transport”, by Manny Gor-
man. 

LIFE IN THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY….. 
 
Text of a letter from a kid from 
Eromanga -  a small town, west of 
Quilpie in the far south west of 
Queensland  

Dear Mum & Dad, 
 
I am well. Hope youse are too. Tell me big brothers Doug 
and Phil that the Army is better than workin' on the sta-
tion - tell them to get in quick smart before the jobs are 
all gone! I wuz a bit slow in settling down at first, be-
cause ya don't hafta get outta bed until 6am. But I like 
sleeping in now, cuz all ya gotta do before brekky is 
make ya bed and shine ya boots and clean ya uniform.  
No horses to get in, no calves to feed, no troughs to 
clean - nothin'!!  Ya haz gotta shower though, but its not 
so bad, coz there's lotsa hot water and even a light to 
see what ya doing!  
At brekky ya get cereal, fruit and eggs but there's no kan-
garoo steaks or goanna stew like wot Mum makes. You 
don't get fed again until noon and by that time all the 
city boys are done in because we've been on a 'route 
march' - geez its only just like walking to the windmill in 
the bullock paddock!!  

This one will kill me brothers Doug and Phil with laugh-
ter. I keep getting medals for shootin' - dunno why. The 
bullseye is as big as a dingo's arse and it don't move and 
it's not firing back at ya like the Johnsons did when our 
big scrubber bull got into their prize cows before the Ek-
ka last year! All ya gotta do is make yourself comfortable 
and hit the target!! You don't even load your own car-
tridges, they comes in little boxes, and ya don't have to 
steady yourself against the rollbar of the roo shooting 
truck when you reload!  
Sometimes ya gotta wrestle with the city boys and I 
gotta be real careful coz they break easy - it's not like 
fighting with Doug and Phil and Jack and Boori and Steve 
and Muzza all at once like we do at home after the mus-
ter. 
Turns out I'm not a bad boxer either and it looks like I'm 
the best the platoon's got, and I've only been beaten by 
this one bloke from the Engineers - he's 6 foot 5 and 15 
stone and three pick handles across the shoulders and as 
ya know I'm only 5 foot 7 and eight stone wringin' wet, 
but I fought him till the other blokes carried me off to 
the boozer.  
I can't complain about the Army - tell the boys to get in 
quick before word gets around how good it is. 

Your loving daughter, 
Susan  

 

DORSET APPLE CAKE 

Mix the following together: 
8 oz Self Raising flour 
4 oz marge or butter 
Pinch of salt 
1 tspn cinnamon 

Add 
2 eggs 
12 oz peeled and chopped cooking apples 
2-4 oz sultanas 
4 oz soft brown sugar 
1/8 pt milk 

Having added all those, mix to a stiff dough.  Place in 2 x 
7 inch-tins, or one square 12 inch tin. Bake at 425deg for 
10 mins then 315 for ¾ to 1 hr. 

If you like, you can sandwich together with soft brown 
sugar mixed with Philly cheese.  Naughty but nice! 
 

 
 

Festive Soup Lunch

Tues 13th December 2011

12.30 pm

Soup, sandwiches and mince pies

Raffle and singing

£5 per person

SC035682

  

Festive Soup Lunch

Tues 13th December 2011

12.30 pm

Soup, sandwiches and mince pies

Raffle and singing

£5 per person

SC035682

A PLEA FOR LEGO! 
 

A plea from Deshar Primary School – for any Lego bricks that folks might have in their lofts or cup-
boards that they no longer use!  Lego is expensive but is a great aid to the school for P1 to P4.  
Please hand in any Lego that you no longer require to the school, or to a member of the Parent 
Council. 
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AN UPDATE ON PROGRESS 
By Jackie Wilson 
 
On 10th November, the Heritage Group of the Community Company held a very constructive meeting 
with all the business interests abutting the Station Square.  Heads of Agreement are being drawn up be-
tween the Community Company and (1) The Strathspey Railway Company and (2) the owners of the Boat 
Hotel – for the use of their land to install the various interpretive elements.  In addition, all the business-
es have agreed to support the project, both in terms of providing contributions in kind (e.g. carrying out 
some of the work, providing manpower, etc.) or by helping to fund raise.   
Penny Dunbar is vigorously pursuing both the planning application and various applications for funding.  Penny is also liaising 
with Highland Council, to establish what help they can give in terms of additional lighting in the area, together with any sup-
port in terms of relaying the surface of the area.  You may already be aware that the project is included within the CNPA Draft 
Plan, which is currently out for consultation – so there will be financial support from The Park.  It has also been awarded mon-
ey from the Big Conversation – so thanks to everyone who voted it into first place to receive that money.  There is no news on 
our success (or otherwise) in winning funding from the RBS Community Bid.  We still have a lot of fund raising ahead of us!  
No final decisions have been taken on “who does what”, but below is a summary of progress. 
Osprey Sculpture 
Several sculptors have been approached – 2 who work in bronze, 2 who would forge a sculpture in either stainless steel or 
galvanised steel, 1 who works in recycled metal.  All but one of the proposed sculptors are resident and working in the North 
of Scotland. 

Horse and Cart 
Two stone sculptors have been approached for their ideas on how to translate the con-
cept drawing into a structure for the inner station yard, located along the boundary 
between the grass banking belonging to the hotel and the station yard.  One of these 
involves constructing a dry stone wall, or railway sleeper wall, and incorporating an 
etched image of the horse and cart into this structure.  The second proposed interpre-
tation is to construct a horse and cart using a series of overlying slabs of Caithness 

slate, with the construction supported against the grass banking. 
Information Hub 
There is currently only one proposal for construction of the information hub, which is for a metal structure mounted on railcar 
wheels, which would be mobile, with the obvious benefit that it could be relocated at any time when the railway required 
access to the platform. 
Road Surface, incorporating Interpretive Elements 
This is THE major cost within the overall project, as it involves a large area, the removal of the existing road surface in order to 
lower the level and the re-routing of drainage.  The design will involve a form of interpretive “stepping stones” embedded into 
the surface of the access route, which will be suitable for access by all abilities. 
Parking 
It is planned that the only designated parking within the Station Square will be for disabled people, plus the occupants of the 
Station Master’s Cottage.  Other parking will be designated for time-restricted parking only. 
 

Community Hub at Station Square 
Keep The Boat Afloat! 

CHRISTMAS CHURCH SERVICES 
 

 

18th December  6pm Kincardine Candle-lit Service of Lessons and Carols 

23rd December 6pm Duthil  Christingle Service (Carols on the green be-
fore) 

24th December 10pm Boat of Garten  Christmas Eve Candle-lit Service with Les-
sons, Carols and Reflection 

24th December 11.30pm Duthil Christmas Eve ~ Candle-lit  Service with Les-
sons, Carols and Reflection 

25th December 10am Boat of Garten Short family service where children of all 
ages can bring their presents      

25th December 11.30am Duthil Short family service where children of all 
ages can bring their presents     
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